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Good Samaritan policies
granting amnesty to students
who call 911 to assist a class-
mate at risk of an overdose or
alcohol abuse, even though
they are high themselves and
in violation of school rules, are
growing in popularity.

“We take ali alcohol and
drug viclations seriously,” Cil-
la Shindel, UDrs directaor of
media relations, said. “The in-

“tent is to get students to call

anytime another student is in
need of help.”

Policies range from protec-
tion for just the caller, to im-
munity for caller and victim.
Some strictly relate to alcohol
offenses, others also include
-drugs.

UD instituted its policy 20
years ago. Miami University
launched a Good $amaritan
policy this year as a pilot proj-

-ect. Xavier University and An-

tioch Coliege also have them
in place. Wright State Univer-
sity’s amnesty policy is lim-

ited to students violating the

+schools aleohol code of con-

duct in cases where they are
Feporting an act of sexual mis-
conduct. The university is con-
sidering expansion of the pol-
icy.

“I think it’s a great idea to
have something in place to in-
crease reporting any time a
student’s life is in jeopardy,
but there’s got to be some bal-
ance if you're trying to help a
student learn and grow,” said
Gary Dickstein, Wright State’s
assistant vice president of stu-
dent affairs/divector of com-
munity standards and student
conduct. “You can promise no
separation from student hous-
ing, no separation from the
university, but anything short
of that is fair game.”

Students for Sensible Drug
Policy ~an international grass-
roots network of students who
are concerned about the im-
pact of drug abuse — reports
240 colleges and universities
have some forim of the poli-
¢y to hold students harmless

from school discipline or sanc- |

tions.

Ub's Mitigating Circum-
stances Policy gives amnesty
to students who may be break-
ing the school’s alcohol policy,
who call for emergency help
for another student.

-“This falls under oir alco-
hol policy, but it applies to any
circumstances where a stu-
dent’s life is in danger. It could
be drugs. It could be alcohol,”

Shindel said.

Members of UD’s Stu-
dent Government Associ-
ation fear students aren’t

' as familiar with the poli-

cy as they should be or if
they are familiar with the
policy, they don't know

the specifics, said Megan
Abbate, a senior at UD
and student body presi-
dent.

“Some of our senators
feel we should do more to

inform students about the |
: policy,” Abbate said.

UD student government
members are surveying
classmates to learn their
level of knowledge about
the policy. The organiza-
tion is considering a pub-
lic awareness campaign,
Abbate said.

While the UD policy
protects students from ¢
school discipline — writ-
ten warning, probation,

j| assistance for a fellow stu- !

suspension or expulsion
— it doesn’t exempt them
from criminal charges. If
Dayton police respond to
a call, and they feel charg-
es are warranted, they !
will be filed, Shindel said.
Miami instituted a ’
Good Samaritan policy as
a pilot project for 2013-i4
school year that allowsa

- student to call for medical

dent who is intoxicated .
without fear of discipline. |

| The student in need of

medical assistance would !
be treated and may also
avold disciplinary action
by the school.

Although no citation
would appear on their
permanent student re-
cord, educational inter-
ventions may be required
of the student, such as
meeting with a counsel-
or or attending an alco-
hol education class, Claire
Wagner, Miami Universi- . '
ty’s director of news and
communication said.

Oxford police have tra-
ditionally treated the in-
cidents as medigal, not
criminal issues, Wagner
said.




