What did I do that was so wrong?

Translated by: Drs. Gulnaz Sharafutdinova, Vitaly Chernetsky and Benjamin Sutcliffe

There is an old Russian word for a type of a clown who was expected to warm up the
crowd in the circus and set the stage for the following performance. If he was not able to
make the audience laugh, the audience would boo him and the circus manager would

immediately kick him out.

Almost all of the current generation of Russian journalists are such clowns. Together
they are a sort of sideshow of clowns, whose task is to entertain the audience. If they do
talk about something serious, it is only about how the power structure (the power
vertical) is entirely positive. Let me remind you that President Putin solidified this power
vertical, which from top to bottom consists of bureaucrats appointed either by him or by
those whom he has appointed. This type of organization of the state drives out all those
whose opinion differ from that of the level above. Under the Putin regime this power
vertical is limited to “us” — that is, those who support the President and his
administration. The result is an “us vs them” situation, where those who are not with us
are enemies. Today most media sources describe this dualism: how good “we” are and
how bad our enemies are. The enemies are supposedly those liberal politicians, human
rights activists, and bad democrats who have sold out to the West (of course, the image of
the positive democrat is reserved for Putin himself). Newspapers and television
discussions headline those among the enemy who have received grants from Western

sources.

Journalists and the mass media for their part love this sideshow and its clowns. The
struggle for the right to convey objective information—not from the President’s
administration—is in the past. We have now entered an era of intellectual and moral
stagnation in the journalistic profession, the profession to which I also belong. One must
add that my colleagues are not particularly ashamed of this stagnation, of the fact that the
profession is devolving from journalism to propaganda. Journalists openly admit that

they receive information about “them”—Putin’s enemies—directly from the President’s
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administration and that as journalists they know what one should and should not write

about.

What happens to those who don’t wish to participate in this sideshow?

They are outcasts. This is neither a joke nor an exaggeration. A vacuum surrounds these
outcasts. Bureaucrats shy away when there is a meeting in public and the bureaucrats like
to meet in private. During the Soviet era it was like this. True, at that time this was how
representatives of the establishment met with the foreign press: on the street when no one
was listening, in crowded squares, in locked buildings that the press—Ilike spies--would
find its way to. Journalists from a newspaper such as ours—the only independent
newspaper among the democratic opposition—are not invited to a single press conference
or meeting where there are representative from the Kremlin’s administration. No one thus
will suspect the organizers of such events of sympathizing with a newspaper such as

Novaia gazeta.

From the outside this may seem funny, but for us it is very sad. My last trip the Northern
Caucasus—Chechnya, Ingushetia, Dagestan—was in August. Do you know how I
interviewed a highly-placed Chechen bureaucrat about the progress of the FSB-sponsored

amnesty for rebel fighters?

On a scrap of paper I wrote him an address in the Chechen capital, Grozny. The address
was for a destroyed house, with a fence that was falling down, on the edge of town. I
quietly, as if by accident, slipped it to him. I didn’t add any explanation—not about
anything. Not about when I would be arriving or when I would request the interview that
we had already negotiated in Moscow. Twenty-four hours later he sent a messenger, who
said only: “They told me to say ‘Everything is OK’.” This meant that the bureaucrat
himself would appear. More specifically, he would come on foot with a bag in his hands,

as if he were only going out for a loaf of bread.

That’s how it happened. The information this bureaucrat conveyed was invaluable and
caused a sensation. It completely destroyed the official version of the amnesty. I received

this information in a room six feet by six feet, with a tiny, tightly curtained window. This
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had been a barn until the Chechen war—when the owners’ house was bombed, they made
the barn into a combination kitchen, bedroom, and bathroom. The owners were not
unafraid to let me stay there—they are my old friends, and in recent years I have written

about the kidnapping of their son.

Why were the bureaucrat and I acting this way? Maybe we were crazy or enjoyed the
exotic nature of this game? Nothing of the sort. Openly conveying such information

would have meant death for “our” bureaucrat and for me.

The same high-ranking bureaucrat, by the way, brought several militants to the tiny room
in this shack. They wanted to lay down their arms but without, the official sideshow.
These militants shared numerous interesting details about why no_one wanted to
surrender to the authorities. The authorities were only interested in their image not in

people’s lives.

I am sure that the formulation that “no_one wanted to surrender” would be rejected by the
so-called people “in the know” (would be rejected by “informed” people?). How else
could it be since for weeks the Russian TV showed people who declared that they had
arrived to take advantage of the amnesty because they believed Ramzan (that is Ramzan
Kadyrov, President Putin’s Chechen favorite whom Putin appointed the premier of this
republic not being bothered by the fact that Ramzan is simply an ignoramus, an

uneducated person, whose only talents are for banditry. (and razboi?)

They always invite hordes of sideshow journalists for these staged events (I am never
invited there). These journalists, in turn, oblige by carefully noting down, filming, and
broadcasting this spectacle in their media, thereby creating a fully distorted
representation of the reality. But this is the representation that pleases the eye of those

who had declared the amnesty.

The underground work methods are nothing new for me. I’ve gotten used to this way of
life. All through the years of the second war in Chechnya beginning in 1999, this has
been how I had to work in the Northern Caucases. At first I had to hide from the federal
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forces (although I communicated with them clandestinely through trusted intermediaries,
so that others would not see this and report to the higher-ups. The Putin plan of
“chechenization” -- that is the destruction of those Chechens whom Kremlin had labeled
bad by those “good” Chechens who stayed loyal to the Kremlin -- led to the expansion of
this method to the interaction with the “good” Chechen bureaucrats. The situation is
roughly the same in Moscow, Kabardino-Balkariia, and Ingushetiia. The virus has spread

widely.

However, the sideshow cannot go on forever. The authorities who use the services of
these “clowns” are as close to self-destruction as a rotten mushroom. The purges of the
information space conducted in Russia and the pervasive lying organized by the
bureaucracy to pander “the correct image” of Russia under Putin in front of our very eyes
turn into tragedies that no authorities can manage. These tragedies can sink the most
fearsome and sturdy-looking battleship. I have in mind the recent events in Kondopoga -
- a small town in Karelia in the north of Russia near the Finnish border. There, the anti-
Caucasus pogroms exploded with fatal consequences escalated by alcohol. Nationalist
processions and beatings of ethnic others by the so-called patriots are nothing else but the
consequences of the lies of the authorities, of the absence of any real dialog between the

authorities and the people.

They are also the consequence of the authorities turning a blind eye to the majority of the
population living in abject poverty. The real living conditions everywhere, except for the
capital, have nothing to do with the official reports. The corruption under Putin’s “power
vertical” has reached unprecedented heights. A new generation of young people has
grown up extremely angry because of the poverty, and lacking the benefits of decent

education.

The reining ideology of “us” vs. “them” repels me. If a journalist is one of “us”, this
person would reap awards, honors, perhaps even an invitation to take a seat in the Duma.
I do mean this. It is an invitation, not a process of getting elected. We do not have
parliamentary elections in the usual sense of the term -- with a struggle for votes, with

open debates and alternative political programs. Here, those who are “ours” are invited
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to the Kremlin and “bestowed and honor.” They are made members of the United Russia

Party with all the consequences thereof.

If a journalist is one of “them,” this guarantees a pariah status. I have never strove for
my pariah status, for this condition of a beached dolphin, fully thrown out of one’s own

natural element. I do not consider myself a political fighter.

So what the hell has this pariah done? I only noted what I had witnessed, nothing more.

I purposefully do not dwell here on the other “charms” of the path I have chosen: on
poisoning, detentions, threats in letters and over the Internet, on vows to have me
murdered spoken over the phone. I think all these are minor things. The most important
thing is to have a chance to do one’s main job, to describe life, to receive at the editorial
offices visitors who have nowhere else to go because they had been rejected by the
authorities. What had happened to them does not fit the Kremlin’s ideological vision and
because of that, the stories of their misfortunes cannot appear almost anywhere else

except our newspaper, Novaia Gazeta.



Tak 4To JKe 51 TAKOro, mojJIasi, jaeaaja?

Ectb cTapoe pycckoe ciioBo — “KOBEPHBI”, OT CJI0Ba “KOBEp”. DTO MOUTH TO KE CaMOE,
YTO KJIOYH, TOJIbKO TOUHEe. BBIX0IUT KOBEpHBIN HAa IUPKOBOM “TISITA4OK’ - U JTaBaid
cMemuTh Myonuky. Ero 3amayeit Ob110 MyOJUKY HA B KOEM ClTydae He Orop4arh. 3a To,
YTO “KOBEPHOMY’’ HE YJaBaJIOCh PACCMEIIUTh MPULIEAIINX HA MPEACTABICHHUE TOCIO,

HY6J'II/IK3 €Iro OCBUCTBIBAJIA, a4 XO34WH NHUPKaA TYT K€ BBITOHAII BOH.

[Toutu Bce HbIHENIHEE TOKOJIEHUE POCCUMCKUX KYypHAIUCTOB U umeromuxcst CMU — 3to
“xoBepHbIe”. Bece BMecTe — Oanaran “koBepHbIX . VX 3aiaya — pa3Bieub MmyOInKy, a
€CJIM U ITUCATh O CEPhE3HOM, TO TOJIBKO O TOM, KaK XOpoIlia “BepTHKaIb BIACTH BO BCEX
ee nposBieHusAx. Hanomuro: npe3uaeHT IlyTuH nocienHux AeT nsaTh BCe CTPOUII U
CTPOWJI ATy “BE€pPTHKAJb BJIACTU , KOTOPasi COCTOUT B TOM, YTO BCEX, OT HayaJsa JI0 KOHILA,
YUHOBHUKOB, BCIO OIOPOKPATHYECKYIO HepapXHI0, HA3HAYaeT JU00 JIUYHO OH, TUOO
JIMYHO T€, KOTO OH Ha3Hauul. “BepTukaib BIacTH’ - 3TO TAKOE COCTOSIHUE
rOCYJIJapCTBEHHOT'0 YCTPOMCTBA, TPU KOTOPOM C PYKOBOSIIECTO MOJISI YaJIeHbI BCE, KTO
CIOCOOEH MBICIHUTD 10 APYTOMY, YEM BBIIIECTOSIINM HaYaIbHUK. Y HAC, C TIOJJa4H
aAMUHUCTpanuu npesuaeHTa [lytuna, pakTruuecku sSBISIONICHCS TTaBHBIN
YIPABJISIIONIMM 3BEHOM CTPaHbI, 3TO cocTossHUE HazbiBaercs “HAIIN™. “Hamm™ - 310 Te,
KTO ¢ Hamu. “He Hamm™ - ecnu He ¢ Hamu, To Bparu. [lonasmstomee 6onpmmaCcTBO CMU,
COOCTBEHHO, M ONUCHIBAIOT ATOT Jyalu3M: KaK “‘Hallli’” XOPOIIU — KaK OTBPATUTEIIbHBI
Bparu. Bparu, kak npaBuiio, NpeacTaBiIeHbl B BUJE “TIPOAaBIIMXCS 3anany’ - MOJIUTUKOB
TMOEpaIbHOTO TOJIKA, MPABO3AIIMTHUKOB, “TIOXUX" JEMOKpPAToB (00pa3 “xopoiiiero”
nemMokpara — 310 oopa3 [lytuna). ['a3eTsl u TeneBUIEHUE HA MEPBBIX MOJIOCAX U B
MIEPBBIX CTPOKAX MOMEHIAIOT COOOIIEHHS O TOM, KaK BBISICHUIOCH, KTO U3 “‘HE HAIIUX

Kakue Ha 3amnazie I'paHTbl Ha CBOIO ACATCIIBHOCTD IIOJTYYHII.

Kypnanuctel u CMU nipu 3TOM MOII00UIN CBOM Oanaran “KoBEepHBIX’ BCEH AyIION —
60pn0a 3a mpaBo nepeaBaTh OECIPUCTPACTHYIO HHPOPMAIUIO U CITYKUThH ITOU

nH(popManuu, a He AAMUHUCTPALIMH MPE3UIEHTA — 3Ta 00pH0OA yKE B MPOIILIOM,
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HACTYIUJIa TOpa YMCTBEHHOT'O U MOPAJILHOTO 3aCTOS B MPO(PECCHOHATEHOM KPYTY, K
KOTOpOMY NpHHAUIeKY U 1. Hao cka3arh, 3TOro COOCTBEHHOIO 3aCTOs, IPEBPATUBILETO
npodeccHIo ONATh U3 KYPHAIUCTUKY B IPONaraHay B MOJb3y UMEIOLIeCs BIACTH,
KOJUIETH OCOOEHHO HE CTECHSIFOTCS: OTKPBITO MPU3HABASICh, YTO MOIYYatOT HHPOPMALIUIO
0 “He HamMX MPSIMO OT COTPYIHUKOB aIMUHUCTPALIUN ITPE3UIEHTA, TAKIKE O TOM, O YEM

CJICOYyCT MMUCAaTh, @ O YEM - HCT.

Yro xe MOoJIy4acTCAa ¢ TEMH, KTO HC KCJIACT Y4aCTBOBATH B 3TOM Oanarane?

— €CTCCTBCHHO, YTOOBI OpraHu3aTopoB 3THU IPEACTABUTCIIN HC 3alI0OA03PHUIIM B CUMIIATUAX

K TaKOTO pojia u3AaHusM, kak “HoBas razera”.

B03M0XHO, CO CTOPOHBI 3TO MOKaxeTcs cMemHbIiM. Ho HaM ouenb rpyctHo. [locnennss
koMaHupoBka Ha CeBepHbiii KaBkas — B Ueunto, arymerwnro, Jlarecran, y meHst Obuia B
aBrycre. 3Haere, Kak st Opajia MHTEPBBIO Y BBICOKOIIOCTABJICHHOT'O YEUEHCKOTO

YNHOBHHKA — O TOM, KaK UACT 00bsABJICHHAS AUPCKTOPOM OCBh amHHCTHS OOEBUKOB?

[Touemy MbI — YHHOBHUK H 1, Tak ce0s Benu? Moxet, Mbl — cymacmeamue? 1 3to urpa
nobasisieT HaMm 3k30THKK? Huyero nogoOHoro. OTKpbITOE OOIIEHHE TAKOTO
OTMO3UIIMOHHOTO cOopIlrKa HH(MOPMAIIUU, KaK 5 WU APpyrou xypHatucT “HoBoit

ra3eTsl’” - ¥ O(PUIIMATFHOTO YAHOBHUKA, “HAIIETO”’, CMEPTH MOI00HO 000UM

ToT 7K€ BBICOKONOCTABJICHHBIM YAHOBHHK, KCTAaTH, IPUBET MHE IIOTOM B 3Ty
KOMHATYIIIKY-capail 00€BUKOB, KOTOPBIE XOTSAT CIOKUTh OPYKHUE, HO HE KEJIAIOT
y4acTBOBaTh B o(pHUIIMaAIbHOM Oaniarane. OTh OOEBUKHU pPacCcKa3all MacCy MHTEPECHBIX
MOAPOOHOCTEH, MOUEMY HUKTO HE XOUET C/1aBaThCsl OUIIMATIBHON BIIACTU: IOTOMY, YTO

BJIACTh UHTEPECYET TOJIbKO COOCTBEHHBIN MUAp, a HE CYIbOBI JOIEH.

KcraTtn, popmynupoBka, 4To “ciaBaThCs HUKTO HE XOYET - y 3HAIOIIUX JIFOJICH BHI3OBET

saBHOE oTTopkeHue. Kak xxe! Henenssmu no poccuiickomy TEIEBUICHUIO TOKA3bIBAIU

9 ¢

KaKUX-TO JItOJIeH, KOTOPBIE OOBSCHSIIN, YTO OHU MPUIILIU “TIOJT aMHUCTHIO, “Bepst
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Pamzany” (Pamzany KanbeipoBy - ueuenckomy (aBopury npesuzaenta [lytuna, koroporo
NPE3UJICHT Ha3HaYWI B IPEMbEPBI 3TON PECIyOJIMKH, HU MaJI0 He OECIIOKOSACh O TOM, YTO
Pam3zan — npocTo nypak, yenoBek 6e3 o0pa3oBaHusl, yMa U KaKuX-1100 TaTaHTOB, KpOME

CKJIOHHOCTH K 0aHIUTHU3MY U pa30010).

Ha stu cOopuiiia mpuBO3ST MHOXKECTBO “‘OallaraHHBIX )KYPHAIUCTOB (MEHS HE
npurnamatoT HUKOI'JIA) — oHu Bce akKypaTHO 3alHMCBhIBAIOT, CHUMAIOT, TIEPEAAtoT B
ceou CMMU, u Tak pokJ1aeTcs COBEPIICHHO NCKaXKEHHAs! KApTUHA JIEUCTBUTEILHOCTH.

3aTo — mpUATHAs B30PY T€X, KTO “00BSBUI aMHUCTHIO .

Paborath B moamnosiibe MHE HE PUBBIKATh. Y MEHs Ha TaKOW 00pa3 KU3HU BhIpaboTanach
npuBbluKa. Bee roapl BTopoit BolHbI, HaunHast ¢ 1999 rona, MMEHHO Tak IPUXOIUIOCH
pabotats Ha CeBepHom KaBkaze. CHavana, CKpbIBasich OT deepaioB — HO BCEraa
oOurasick ¢ HUMM TaifHO U MOJIOJIbHO, Yepe3 JOBEPEHHBIX JIMII, YTOOBI IpyTUE HE
YBUJIEJIHA U HE JIOHECITH BBIIIECTOAIIUM TeHepanam. [lanbpiie, korna B Yeune modeaun
MyTUHCKUH TUTaH YeueHu3aIuy (YHUUYTOXKEHNE OJHUX YCUEHIIEB, “TIOXUX 1O
oTHomIeHHI0 K Kpemitto, cuiiamMu apyrux, “xopommx”, 10siabHbIX KpeMito) — ToT e Tun
paboThI pacCIPOCTPAHUIICSA U HA OOIICHHE C “XOPOIIUMH’ Y€UEHCKUMU YHHOBHUKAMU.
[TpumepHo TO *e camoe mpoucxoauT U B Mockae, u B Kabapauno-bankapuu, u B

WHrymeTun — BUpyC O4€Hb pacIpOCTPAHUIICS.

Opnnako, 0anarad CIUIIKOM JOJTO HE MPOJ0IKACTCS, U BIACTh, MOJIb3YIOMIAsACS
yCIyraMu “KOBEPHBIX ™ - 3TO TPYXJISABBINA Ipub. 3a4MCTKU UHPOPMAITMOHHOTO TOJIs,
IpoBeJIeHHbIE B Poccun — 3T0 TOTanbHOE BpaHbE, OPraHU30BaHHOE YNHOBHUYECTBOM B
yroay “npaBuibHOro oopasa Poccun npu IlyTune”, Ha Hamux riazax 000paunBarOTCs
TpareausiMu, C KOTOPHIMH BJIACTh HE MOKET CIIPABUTHCS U KOTOPbIE CIOCOOHBI MTOTOIUTh
00011 aBHaHOCel, KaKUM Obl KPETIKUM OH BHEILIHE He Kazaics. Mmero B BUly HelaBHHE
cobriTusa B Kongomnore (Manenskuii ropoiok B Kapenuu, Ha ceBepe Poccuu, y rpaHutisi ¢
OuHASHAUEN ) — B3phIB aHTUKABKA3CKUX MOTPOMOB CO CMEPTEIbHBIMU UCXOJIaMH,
MOrPOMOB, TOAOTPETHIX BOJIKOM. HalmoHamMcTHYECKUE EeCTBUSA, ““TTaTPUOTUYECKHUE™
M30MEeHHSI UTHOPOJILIEB — BCE ATO MOCJEICTBUS BPAHbS BIACTU, OTCYTCTBHUS KaKOTr0-JI100

HACTOAIICTO AWajiora BJIaCTH U HApOJa, 3aKPbITUC I'JIa3a BJIACTHU HA TO, YTO HAPO KUBCT
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B OOJILIITMHCTBE CBOEM YKacarolie 0eIHO, YTO PeaIbHBIN YPOBEHB )KU3HU BE3JIE, TIE HE
CTOJIMLIA, KAPAUHAIBHO OTIIMYAETCS OT ICKIAPUPYEMOTO, UYTO KOPPYILUS IPU
“Beprukanu Biactu [lyTuHa” nocturia HEMMOBEPHBIX JaXe PAHEE BBICOT, YTO BBIPOCIIO
MOKOJIEHHUE OYEHB 3JIbIX OT OCTHOCTU U HEYMHBIX OT IJIOXOT0 IIKOJIBHOTO 00pa30oBaHUs
MOJIOJIBIX JIOJEH. ..
MHe Mep3Ka HapCTBYIOIIas UACOIOTH: “HallM’” - “He Hamu ', “‘cBon’ - “uyxue”. Ecin
“Hanr’” )KypHaJIUCT — TO 3TO Harpajsl, MOYET, MOXKET, U B Jlymy npurnacsat. UMenHo
npuriacsT — He u30epyT. Y Hac HET BHIOOPOB B MapiIaMEHT — B MPUBBIYHOM TOHUMAHHUH
cioBa, ¢ 60pbOOI 3a roJoca, ¢ MpeACTaBICHUEM MPOTpamM, ¢ 1edaTamu. Y Hac
BbI3bIBAIOT B Kpemiib TeX, KTO B AOCKY “Haml’” - ¥ “OKa3bIBAIOT YECTh : 3aUUCISAIOT B
naptuto “Ennnast Poccust” co BCeMH BBITEKAIOIIUMU MOCIEICTBUIMMU.
Ecnu sxxypHanuct “He Ham”, “dyxoil’” - COOCTBEHHO, 3TO MMOKa rapaHTUPOBAHHOE
n3roiictBo. K momobHomy coOCTBEHHOMY M3TOMCTBY — BEIOPOLICHHOCTH Jeb(prHa Ha

Cyllly, s HUKOT/Ia He cTpeMuiiack. Sl BooOiie He 0opell MOIUTUYECKUH.

Tax uto *xe s, momtast, Aenana? S AUITs TOIBKO MUCaNa TO, YeMy Oblia cBuaeTeneM. M
6ombiie HU4Yero. HamepenHo He nuiry 000 BCeX OCTANBHBIX “NpenecTsix’”’ n30paHHOTO
MHOI0 myTu. O06 otpasnenun. O 3anepxanusx. O0 yrpo3zax B nmuchMax u o MHTEpHETY.
06 obemanusix youts mo tenedony. Jlymaro, 3To Bce jxe — Menoun. [ 1aBHOE — UMETh
IIaHC JIeJaTh OCHOBHOE J1e710. ONUCHIBATh KU3HB, IPUHUMATH B PEIAKIINH €KETHEBHO
MOCETUTENCH, KOTOPBIM OOJIbIIIe HEKY/1a UJITH CO CBOMMU OeaMu — uX OThyTOOIUIN
BIIACTH, TO, YTO C HUMHU CIIYUYUJIOCh, HE BMEIIAECTCS B UJICOJIOTMUECKYIO KOHIICTIIIUIO
Kpewmuiisi, u mosTomy pacckasbl 00 Ux 6e1ax He MOTYT MOSABUTHCSA MPAKTUUYECKU HUTAE, HU

B OJTHOM M3/IaHWH, KpOME Halllel ra3eThl, iMeHyeMmon “HoBoii razeToii”.

JToT MarepuaJ u3 KoMIblTepa AHHBI IloIMTKOBCKON NpegHA3HAYaJICH,

BUIUMO, /1JIs1 3apY0€:KHOT0 BHICTYILIEHHUSA



