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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MIAMI UNIVERSITY 

June 9, 2010 
Minutes of the Academic/Student Affairs Committee Meeting 

 
 The Academic/Student Affairs Committee of the Miami University Board of 
Trustees met on June 9, 2010 in Room 104 Roudebush Hall on the Oxford campus, 
Oxford, Ohio.  The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Committee Chair Sue 
Henry.  Trustees Dennis Lieberman and Jagdish Bhati were present, and Student Trustees 
Lindsey Bullinger and Matthew Shroder were also in attendance.     
 In addition to the Trustees, the following Miami staff members attended the 
meeting: Jeffrey Herbst, Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs; 
Barbara Jones, Vice President for Student Affairs; David Creamer, Vice President for 
Finance and Business Services; John Skillings, Special Assistant to the President for 
Enrollment Management; Mary Woodworth, Senior Associate Provost and Associate 
Vice President, Academic Affairs; Michael Dantley, Associate Provost and Associate 
Vice President, Academic Affairs; Susan Mosley-Howard, Associate Vice President, 
Student Affairs and Dean of Students; Robin Parker, General Counsel; Stephen Snyder, 
Secretary to the Board of Trustees; Claire Wagner, Associate Director, University 
Communications; Peter Miller, Associate Vice President for Auxiliaries; Larry Fink, 
Assistant Vice President for Housing & Auxiliaries; Lucinda Coveney, Director of 
Housing Contracts & Meal Plans; Lucille Hautau, Assistant to the Provost; Christopher 
Wilson, Associate General Counsel; Diane Delisio, Chair, Computer & Information 
Technology; and Susan Vaughn, Director of Ethics & Student Conflict Resolution. 
 

Announcements 
 
 Provost Herbst announced that Laurie Koehler, Director of Admission, has 
resigned to become the Director of Admission at Bryn Mawr College.  Vice President 
Jones reported that Summer Orientation for the fall’s incoming class has begun and will 
run through the month of June.  She also reported that a reception hosted by the 
President’s Council for parents of Miami students in the Minneapolis, Minnesota area 
was held earlier in the week and President Hodge, Valerie Hodge (University 
Ambassador) and Sue Martin, Director of Career Services, attended. 
 

Report on Admission 
 
 Dr. Skillings reported that the target for the fall class was 3,450 to 3,550 students.  
Applications were up modestly over last year with 167 additional applications – a new 
record of 16,942 (a one percent increase).  He stated that the number of admitted students 
was about the same as last year.  Currently 3,691 students have confirmed which is a 10.7 
percent increase over last year.  With the typical “summer melt,” Dr. Skillings predicts 
3,575 to 3,600 first-year students in the fall. 
 Dr. Skillings reported that the yield rate increased by 2.5 points, likely due to the 
merit scholarship program, the improved communication flow and the improved on-
campus visit programs.  The quality of the class is similar to the previous year, with an 
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average ACT of 26.1, an average GPA of 3.6, and an average class rank of 18.6 percent.  
The diversity of the class is much improved with 12.57 percent of the class multicultural.  
Last year’s class was 11.55 percent multicultural, and 9.02 percent in 2008.  There are 78 
more multicultural students this fall than last fall, which is a 20.8 percent increase.  There 
is an increase in the number of Miami Access students from 203 to 228.  One-third of the 
members of the class are out-of-state, an increase of 130 more than last year. Transfer 
student applications increased 15.6 percent, and about 30 more have confirmed for the 
fall, which is a 16 percent increase.    
 Dr. Skillings discussed the challenges for the year ahead.  The search continues 
for the enrollment management person with interviews for finalists expected in July.  A 
search for a new Director of Admission will commence later in the year.  Regional 
recruiters have been hired for the Northeast and for California.  International applications 
were up by 250, but did not translate into more confirmations.  There is a need to 
advertise the new merit scholarship program which should result in the growth in 
numbers of applications.  External consultants Scannell and Kurz will be retained again 
this year.  The class goal for 2011 will be similar to this year, with the aim to increase the 
number of transfer students, grow the percentage of out-of-state students while still 
maintaining a commitment in Ohio, grow international confirmations and increase the 
percentage of multicultural confirmations.   
 

Discussion of Class Sizes 
 
 Provost Herbst reviewed the trends in class sizes by division for Oxford 
undergraduate course sections for the past decade.  His report is included as Attachment 
A.  He commented that overall there has been a small increase in average class size from 
2001 to 2009, while the increase in the median size of classes has been slightly less for 
the decade.  In response to questions from Committee members, Dr. Herbst reported that 
there are approximately 800 tenured and tenure-track faculty members at Miami 
University, and approximately 100 full-time lecturers.  He also noted that 60 percent of 
Miami classes are taught by tenure and tenure-track faculty which is a much higher 
percentage than the national norm. 
 

Academic and Non-Academic Conduct 
 
 Susan Vaughn, Director of Ethics and Student Conflict Resolution, and Lucille 
Hautau, Assistant to the Provost, reported on the integrity initiative for both academic 
and non-academic student behaviors.  Ms. Vaughn’s report regarding non-academic 
conduct is included as Attachment B.  Ms. Hautau reported that the database maintained 
in Academic Affairs for academic conduct issues and the database maintained in the 
Student Affairs division have been merged.  Additionally, a manual designed for faculty 
to use in reporting cases of academic dishonesty was designed last year and has proven 
successful.   
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Student Housing Review 
 
 Larry Fink, Assistant Vice President for Housing and Auxiliaries, and Lucinda 
Coveney, Director of Housing Contracts and Meal Plans, presented an analysis of on-
campus housing capacity and a forecast for housing assignments by student category for 
the 2010 fall semester.  Their report is included as Attachment C. 
 

Student Intellectual Property Rights 
 
 Robin Parker and Christopher Wilson reported on student copyright issues arising 
from intellectual property associated with classroom assignments and third-party 
classroom collaborations, (e.g., the Highwire Class).  An increasing number of third-party 
classroom collaborations are taking place across campus with the objective of offering 
students “real world” and practical professional opportunities.  Guidelines for 
corporate/class project collaborations are included as Attachment D. 
 

Professor Rating Websites 
 
 Provost Herbst led a discussion about commercial websites that rate university 
professors, an alternative that has developed to institutional internal professor evaluation 
processes.  He surmised that there is a cultural and generational gap between how 
professors and students view the commercial websites.  He reported that very little 
analytic work has been done on commercial websites, while there has been extensive 
analytic work on course evaluations developed by universities.  Committee members 
engaged in a lively conversation about the phenomenon. 
 

Bachelor of Science in Information Technology, Major in Health Information 
Technology 

 
 Diane Delisio, Chair of Computer and Information Technology, reviewed the 
prospectus to establish a new bachelor’s degree on the Regional Campuses.  A 
description of the degree is included as Attachment E.  The preliminary prospectus will 
be sent to the Ohio Board of Regents for its review and initial approval. After the 
Regents’ review and approval, it will be returned to Miami for further amendment and 
revision and submission to the Board of Trustees for approval.    
 
 
 With no other business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned 
at 3:20 p.m. 
 
 

        
        
       Stephen D. Snyder 
       Secretary to the Board of Trustees 




























	June 9, 2010 Academic & Student Affairs Committee meeting minutes amended.pdf
	Minutes_06-09-10

