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Just half of Amerijcans still see
college as a “good investment.”

By Méagan Pant
_ StaffWriter

Doug Schantz often sees a “deer in the head-
lights™ look on the faces of future coliege stu-
dents and their families who come to him for
advice on paying for college. -

Pinding the rightacademic program that will

lead to a job, at the right college and at the right |

price can be complicated: Today, Amenc&ns
are making those decisions while facing a “con-

- fidence crisis” about higher education brought
on by a tight job market and record studentloan
debt that now exceeds $1 trillion nationwide.

Just half of Americans said they think college
is“stilla good investment” in 2013, compared to
81 percent in 2008, according the. recent COUN-
TRY Financial Security Index. i :

“{ was encountering families who just felt
in over their heads when they were looking
at'sticker prices at colleges antl uiniver, SItIES
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look to
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Gn!le edeb’t

coatznued from Al

and thinking about' not
just getting one child
through; but maybe three
children;” said Schantz,,
director of student

, accounfs at Wittenberg

| University.

“Tt’s still foreign terri-

" tory to them,” he said.
“They dor’t know what. all
is available.”

Schantz launched

CheapScholar.org in 2010

to offer free help. He has
a long list of tips, bui'the .-

first step, le said, istofill -

out the Free Application
for Federal Student Aild —
commonly called the FAF-
SA..

“That’s the gateway to
accessing financial aid,”
he said, “That kicks off the
rest of everythmg when it
‘comes to paying for col-
lege and accessing free
money.” ‘

nits strive to

Ellie-Entner, a junior at Cedarvitle UnlverSIty,'works'.
in the university’s finanicial aid office to help pay
for her educatlon BILL LACKEY/STAFF
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Average debt is
$28,683

Casey O Brien was al-
most singularly focused
on avoiding debt when he
was selecting a college.

“ sat down with my
parents and looked at the
schiools,” he said. “They
basically reasoned with
me from the financial per-
spective.”

O'Brien, a Springﬁeld
native, chose Wittenberg
and graduated this year
with no student loans. -

“That placed him'in the

‘miiriority. About 68 per-

cent of college students
in Ohio borrow to pay for
their education, accord-
ing to the Project on Stu-
dent Debt,

Ohio ranks seventh in
the nation for the amount

- jts student borrow:

$28.683 by the {ime they
gladuate the nonpiof

it found. That amount is
up nearly $9,500 from the
class of 2005.

The growing student
loan debt has the attention
of the public, lawmakers
and even President Barack
Obama. And morethan ev-
er, students are watching

lttoo. c otlege debit continued on A




“It used to be that on-
ly parents might be con-
cerned about that, but we
get students asking those
types of questions now

‘too,” said Brandi Lee, co-
ordinator of financial aid
for Miami Middletown.

O’Brien, who majored
in journalism, followed
many of the tips experts
offer on controlling costs:
He sought out scholar-
ships and won them to de-
fray Wittenberg’s annu-

‘al $37,230 tuition hill; en-
tered Wittenberg with -
nedrly a semester’s worth
‘of credits from taking Ad-
vanced Placement classes
in high schoaol; avoided the
annual $10,000 charge for
room and board by living
at home; aind worked odd
jobs and part-time while in
college at Dairy Queen.,

He said he was lucky
enolgh to have his par-
ents and grandmother to’
help fill the gap between
financial aid and the to-
tal cost of living and study-
ing, That is allowing him
to continue his education
at the University of Cincin-
natilaw school this fall, he
said. ‘

ts really unfortunate
what’s going on today, the
situation that students are
placed in,” he said. “It’s
really bleak and it’s sad- -
denmg becanse you have
passions in one area and-
then you have to forgo

those passions because of |

realities.”

“Too expensive’
Ohio students take

many different paths in
orderto save on their col-
lege degrees.

Sutton Smith said he :
chose the University of
Dayton for law school be-

-cause the private school
offers a rare two-year pro-

gram.

“ was making mon-
ey and [ was going to
stop making money in
school,” he said. “The op-
tion to get the degree in
two years, as opposed to
three, meant one fewer

{ year borrowing for living

expenses and one year
earlier into the ]ob mar-
ket.” .
“Trevor Williams and
April Jones are saving
about $10,000 a year on
tuition by starting their
studies at Miami Univer-
sity’s regional campus-
es. Ohio siudents overall
saved nearly $37 million
in 2010 by transferring

their credits from less ex- -

pensive public schools or
campuses to more expen-,

| sive ones, according to

the Board of Regenis.

Full-time siudents pay
$2,536 to $3,833 for tu-
ition at Miami’s region-
al campuses, compared
to $13,266 at the Oxford
campus

‘Williams, a zoology stu-
dent from West Chester

Twp., said he had con- . .

sidered an out-of-state
school but was turned off
by the high tuition, which
is typically at least-dou-
ble. - o

“It was just way too ex-
peiisive,” he said.

Jones, a 53-year-old -
who just returned to Ohio
fromn Texas, said sheis

happy to save by taking as
many classes in Middle-
town as she can. .
“As a nontraditional
student, I feel it’s a good
way 0 lowly put your
feet back in the water of

the academic world,”. .

said Jones, who is study—
ing finance and creative
writing. -

Cedarville Umve1 si-
ty junior Ellie Entner said
her goal isto graduate, -
with less than $10,000 in

. loans, and she is on track.

The Cedarvﬂle native s
living off-campus to save

money and focused onap- .
“plying for scholarships: -

before entering school,
She estimatesshe

cut her college costs by

$40,000 with scholar-

ships; saved $20,000 by '

living off campus; and
avoided $20,000 in loans
by working during the
summerand school year.

“Irent or buy my books
secondhand, splurge as
little as possible and kept
careful track of my bud-
get,” she said.

“I can see how easﬂy
debt could snowball in-

b

to something monstrous, ‘

‘she said.

Contact this reporférat -
937-225-2342 or email
Meagan.l?ant@coxinc,oom.




' Miami Unlverslty Zoology major Trevor Willlarms, of Liberty Twg. has also taken c!asses
at-Miami Unwers;ty Hamliton to save on educatlon COSLS. GREG LYNCH / STAFF

TIPS ON CUTTING COLLEGE COSTS -

----- E Step one. Fill out the FAFSA. It is the.
oniy way to quaify for federal financial a|d,
Including the Pell Grant, whichisworth up

© 10 $5,500 and does not have tobe repaid. It

is free tofillout the FAFSA at fafsa.ed.gov.’
Cedarville Financial Ald Director Kim
' Jenerette said states also use this formin
awardmg financial aid."While the eliglbllity.
_ forfederal grantsis basedupon lower
income and assets; state and institutional
grants are much more ‘friendly’ and money
-is generaﬂy left on the tabie as familles do
= not believe they would quallfy,"he said. .
@ Do yourresearch. Jeheretie
recommends Fastweh.com, whera you
canenter information onyourself (GPA,
test scores, extra~curricular activities,
involvement in church and community,

“etc.}and gets links to poss:ble scholarshlps- :

toresearch,"One scholarship|s for 'left-
handed athletes with asthma,” Jenerette
said.“You never know untifyou try." Some
scholarships are also spemﬂc to your )
geographic area.

= Considertransferring. Ohio students

" saved $46Min 2010 by transferring classes

frorn less expensive schools. Learn more
online at transfercredit.ohio.gov.
A l¥you payforit,use it. Full-time

students at universities typically pay a flat

| rate for tuition whether they take 12 or 19

credit hours, said Doug Schantz, founder
of CheapScholar.org. Taking 19 cradit hours

‘can helpyou shave offa semester, which

saves you tuition andlivingexpenses and
helps you enter the workfarce sooner. Also,

| measure that meal planyou need soyou’
_arenot eatlng out and paying for meals on
canpus.

B Get apari-time jolyon can‘lpus “You -

| canearn approximately $6,100 throughout

the yearand it will not affect eligibility when

completing the FAFSA)

Jenerette sald. Schantz sald that could
include being an resident advisor, which
typically covers the cost of housing and
could Include a stipend. .

B Take summey classes. Some schools,
Wittenberg included, offer cheaper tuition

-onsummer courses, Schantz satc. On-

camps housing and food costs are also )
reduced, he said.

B Studyyour busdget. Use your campus
ID card for discounts, Get rid of your car if
you don't need to cut gas, insurance and
parking from your budget! Save 60 percent
ot textboels by reriting through sites such-
as hookrenter.coi, Schantz said.




