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OXFORD
Student-athletes
give back to Miami

Student-athletes at Mi-
ami University are not
waiting until they gradu-
ate to give back to their al-
ma mater — they’re doing
it now. . i .

For the first time in
school history, 100 per-
cent of current student-

" athletes have made a fi-
nancial gift to the MU Ath-
letic Department through
the Red & White Club. The
idea for the fund originat-
ed with Miami’s RedHawk
Council, a student-athlete
advisory group. The coun-
cil came up with the idea
to encourage student-ath-
letes to show support of

Miami athletics, the uni-
versity and their peers.
Overall, 547 student-ath-
letes participated.

“Our student-athletes
wanted to do something
special this year — to leave
their mark while “stand-
ing as one,” said Jennie
Gilbert, associate athletic
director and senior wom-
en’s administrator at MU.
“This initiative gave them
an opportunity to show
their commitment to each
other, to the athletic de-
partment and to their uni-
versity. The RedHawk
Council leaders did an
amagzing job in commu-
nicating the purpose and
making this happen.”

Any gifts made to the
university through the
Red & White Club sup-
port scholarships for cur-
rent Miami student-ath-
letes. The funds raised by
Miami’s student-athletes
in this specific effort will
provide books for two stu-
dent-athletes for a semes-
ter.

will Sullivan, a junior
guard on the Miami men’s
basketball team and a
member of the RedHawk
Council, views the annu-
al giving as a small way to
make a major impact.
“This gave us the op-
portunity to show that
our commitment as ath-
letes can go beyond our
respective courts, fields
and arenas of play and ex-
tend to financially sup-
port Miami athletics,”
said Sullivan. “The Red &
White Club is an impor-
tant organization that al-
lows us to compete for Mi-
ami University and get a
great education. This is
just a small way to show
our commitment to Mi-
ami University athletics
and the Red & White Club,
as well as our gratitude
for all those who support
us through their dona-
tions.”

Coleman Barnes, Mi-
ami’s associate athletic di-
rector and senior direc-
tor of development, said
the participation made a
statement.

“To get 100 percent
participation from more
than 500 student-athletes
is a testament to the cal-
iber of young men and
women we have at Mi-
ami,” he said. “This is an
exciting story to tell, and
we hope the powerful ex-
ample set by our student-
athletes will encourage
alumni and friends to join
in the effort.” STAFF REPORT



