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 Committee Chair Ryan Burgess called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., with sufficient 
members present to constitute a quorum.  The meeting was held in the Marcum Conference 
Center on the Oxford campus.  Roll was called; attending with Chair Burgess were committee 
members; Trustees Debbie Feldman, Zachary Haines, Beth McNellie, Lisa Peterson, and Mary 
Schell; National Trustee Jeff Pegues; and Student Trustees Jack Fazio and Nick McNeil.  Also 
attending were; Trustee Steve Anderson; and National Trustee Mark Sullivan.  No committee 
members were absent. 
 
 In addition to the Trustees, attending for all or part of the meeting were President 
Crawford; Provost Liz Mullenix; Senior Vice Presidents Jayne Brownell and David Creamer; 
Vice Presidents Cristina Alcalde, Rachel Beech, Ande Durojaiye, Sue McDowell, Jessica 
Rivinius, David Seidl, Amy Shoemaker, and Randi Thomas; along with Dean of the Graduate 
School Mike Crowder, Senior Director of Executive Communications Ashlea Jones, Associate 
Vice President for Institutional Research Padma Patil, and Ted Pickerill, Chief of Staff and 
Secretary to the Board of Trustees.  Also present to present to the Committee were; Assistant 
Vice President for Health and Wellness Steve Large, Director of Student Wellness Rebecca 
Young, Miami student and HAWKS Peer Health Educator Stephanie Selvaggio, Assistant Vice 
President and Director of Admission Bethany Perkins, and Dean of the College of Engineering 
and Computing Beena Sukumaran; along with many others in attendance to assist or observe.  
 

Public Business Session 
 

Welcome and Approval of the Prior Meeting’s Minutes 
 

 Trustee Burgess welcomed everyone to the meeting, including Trustee Lisa Peterson, 
Student Trustee Peyton Morrow and Vice President Rachel Beech who were all attending their 
first Academic and Student Affairs meeting. 
 

Approval of the Prior Minutes 
 

Trustee Schell moved, Trustee Haines seconded and by unanimous voice vote, with all 
voting in favor and none opposed, the minutes of the prior meeting were approved. 

 
Reports 

  
 The Committee previously received a written report from University Senate; there were 
no questions regarding the report. 
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Student Life 
 

Senior Vice President’s Update 
 

 Senior Vice President Jayne Brownell relayed the following: 
 

As another year comes to a close, I was talking to a colleague in Student Life who 
observed that it has felt like we are living on the edge of change the past few years, but 
especially this year. Local, national, and world events feel unsettled, our students have different 
interests and needs than just a few years ago, and higher education is facing new challenges. 
Activism, war, political polarization, mental health, affordability- there is a long list of things 
that make these times feel uncertain. And yet we know that history goes in cycles. When I was in 
graduate school and thought about the student activism of the 1960s and 70s from the 
perspective of a student affairs professional, I remember feeling a sense of relief not to be 
working in those times– and yet here I am, in another challenging time on college campuses. 
 
 But it is also true that every season of change is an opportunity to think creatively and to 
improve. While hard, it can also be a time of hope and possibility. Miami, including Student 
Life, has been managing the events and needs of the present, but also looking forward to the 
future. 
 
 Over the last month, I had the pleasure of chairing a workgroup as part of the 
MiamiTHRIVE initiative that looked at what is core and distinctive about student life at Miami 
that is worth preserving through change. I want to share the key highlights of our conversation so 
that you understand what drives our Division of Student Life, but I think is also true of Miami as 
a whole. Most importantly, we put students first in everything that we do. This value has 
persisted at Miami for decades and should remain our core in the future. It ensures that we are 
creating an environment, in and out of the classroom, where our students will learn, grow, thrive, 
and succeed. That core value is demonstrated in other central aspects of the Miami student 
experience: 
 

 Every student, regardless of their identities, experiences, or perspectives, is valued. We 
work to prioritize each student’s sense of belonging at Miami, knowing that is necessary 
for their well-being, persistence, and success. 

 Relationships matter. We are a caring community that values mutually beneficial 
relationships between and among students, faculty, and staff. Miami is a large university 
that feels and behaves like a small college in our ability to support students and build a 
close-knit community. 

 The student experience is immersive, with learning happening in every part of their 
Miami experience. Students are active participants in creating a vibrant community, 
which helps them learn to be active, responsible citizens and leaders. We also know that 
engaged students are more likely to persist and graduate. 

 With privilege comes responsibility. In this environment that respects student autonomy 
and self-efficacy, each person is responsible for making their own personal and academic 
decisions at Miami. At the same time, this is a community, and each individual is 
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expected to make choices that benefit the community and leave Miami a better place than 
they found it. 

 
Those values and principles are great ones for us to continue to steer by, and will take us 

into the future in clear ways that distinguish us from our peers. In terms of some highlights from 
this year, we’ve talked to you a lot about student mental health and well-being, and today you’ll 
hear a report from Rebecca Young about the work of the Office of Student Wellness, 
highlighting the work of our peer educators in particular. I’ll talk more about that in a bit. This 
has been a great year for our health and wellness area. You know about the nearly $1M grant we 
received from the State of Ohio for new initiatives related to student mental health. So far this 
year that has allowed us to add staff and increase training, and for the first time in my time at 
Miami, we had a spring semester with no wait list in the Student Counseling Service, which is an 
amazing milestone. We believe that part of that success can be attributed to the addition of a care 
coordinator on staff this year. Nancy works with students who need more frequent or specialized 
care than a college counseling center is designed to serve. Her social work and clinical 
background allows her to work with students to identify care that is accessible financially and 
practically, and helps them navigate those systems. She also actively manages and prioritizes any 
waitlists to help students with the most need be seen first. That hands on care has helped us both 
be more efficient and connect students with better care. 
 

We also launched our mental health incubator fund this semester, which is a fund that 
was set aside to entertain ideas from all parts of campus to contribute to students’ mental well-
being. As I talked about in February, proposals for less than $2500 are reviewed immediately, 
but in April, we held an event similar to Hawk Tank, where 6 teams pitched proposals of up to 
$30k for new initiatives related to student mental health. Five of those ideas received some 
funding, including sensory spaces in the library, a speaker and workshops to support LGBTQ+ 
students and friends, mental health support for students in the Miami Heritage Program, and 
training related to supporting the mental health of indigenous students. There will be a similar 
program for a second round of funding in late September. 
 

We also have a couple of big milestones coming up to highlight. You know that we 
recently marked the 10 year anniversary of the Armstrong Student Center, which was also the 
start of the Miami Activities and Programming (MAP) board. This year also marks the 50th 
anniversary of the Associated Student Government. We’ll be hosting celebrations and reunions 
for both of those milestones during Alumni Weekend in June. I’m happy to take any questions 
you may have before I introduce Rebecca and the Office of Student Wellness. 
 

Student Wellness 
 
 Director of Student Wellness Rebecca Young provided an update on Student Wellness 
support and initiatives.  She explained Peer Education which is an evidence-based process 
whereby well-trained, motivated students undertake informal or organized educational activities 
with their peers, aimed at developing their knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, and skills enabling them 
to be responsible for and to protect their own health.  She was joined by Miami student and 
HAWKS Peer Health Educators Stephanie Selvaggio. 
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They explained the philosophy of the program – FIRE: 
 

 Freedom: Respect that each person has inherent freedom to choose and make decisions 
for themselves. 

 Information: Present factual, relevant information that influences students to think 
critically about their choices and possibly challenges their beliefs. 

 Reflect: Ask students to reflect on their values, choices, and protective actions they will 
take. 

 Engage: Strive to engage students in the learning process, helping them see the relevance 
and importance of their choices. 

 
Programing focus areas include: 
 

 Bystander intervention 
 Substance use 
 Mental health promotion 
 Sexual health 
 Sexual assault prevention 
 Nutrition and healthy behaviors 
 General wellness 

 
They also spoke of partnerships with the City of Oxford, Fraternity and Sorority Life, 

Athletics, and Academic Affairs.  Some partnership activities include HAWKS Walks, Greeks 
Step Up!, sexual assault prevention programming, and first-year experience courses. 

 
University Communications and Marketing (UCM)  

 
Vice President’s Update 

 
 Vice President Jessica Rivinius updated the Committee on recent communications and 
marketing initiatives.  She discussed operational improvements and highlighted several UCM 
teams, including; Graphic Design, News, and Social Media. 
 
Operational improvements include; 
 

 Project management improvements 
o New project management tool 
o Ability to resources plan 
o Linked to key industry partners 

 Transparent budget model 
 Cross-team committees 
 Career pathway planning 

 
She next featured the Graphic Design team and the displays created for the College of 

Engineering and Computing (CEC).  Within Marketing, she spotlighted graduate applications 
which have improved not only in total numbers, but also in the pace at which they are received.  

4/710



In the area of News, she stated that the number of published articles increased, with over one 
million reads this year.  In Social Media, Tik Tok followers have grown from approximately 
4,500 to nearly 85,000 year-over-year. 

 
Return on Investment 

 
 VP Rivinius began with a short history of advertising spend and strategy. Including 
targeting students earlier in high school, the partnership with Carnegie Dartlets, and the 
development and implementation of personas/archetypes for segmentation (Darts).   
 

She next reviewed results for two out-of-state targeted areas, and explained that Miami’s 
annual advertising spend, since 2020 is up, to an average of $1.3M annually, but still lags the 
average of $4 M for similarly-sized Midwestern public universities.: 
 

Primary Market: Chicago 
 Applications increased 20.2% 
 Admits increased 17.1% 
 Confirms increased 15.2% 

 
Tertiary Market: Connecticut 
 Applications increased 20.5% 
 Admits increased 16.4% 
 Confirms increased 17.0% 

 
Next, VP Rivinius relayed the current adverting spend, and strategy for the current year 

and for the upcoming year: 
 

Strategies for FY2024 include: 
 Increased marketing spend to saturate markets; saturate Ohio 
 Increased spend on traditional and digital advertising  
 Unified brand and enrollment strategy (awareness, saturation)  
 Created new high-impact content  
 Increased parent/family outreach 

 
Strategies planned for FY2025 include: 
 Continue to saturate markets, expand geographies (South, West) 
 Continue increased spend level of traditional and digital advertising 
 Implement MiamiTHRIVE recommendations 
 Further audience segmentation   
 Improve international marketing   
 Sustain/Increase airport buys 
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She then summarized the overall, FY2022 – 2024, digital adverting results in 19 states 
and surrounding metropolitan areas, and the traditional advertising efforts for 6 states and 13 
surrounding areas: 

 
 Applications have increased in every state where Miami has advertised except Colorado 
 Since 2022, applications are up more than 20% in 12 of 19 states  
 Still examining advertising influence on yield  
 Positive trends suggest expanding continuing level of saturation and expanding 

geographic reach 
 
Finally, VP Rivinius featured several projects in progress, including; Web Transition, 

ROI-heavy web highlights, Pride Points Materials, and a Miami Blog.   
 

Enrollment Management and Student Success 
 

Vice President’s Update 
 

 Vice President Rachel Beech relayed the following: 
 

I know everyone is waiting to learn where we have landed for the fall 2024 class. So, 
before I begin the rest of my remarks and before we dive into the details, here is the headline for 
fall 2024. We are up, year over year not only from Fall 2023, but also Fall 2022.  

 
Confirmations are up year-over-year 8% in combined Oxford and Pathway programs 

4,570 vs. 4,230 last year.   

 
These numbers are a direct result of the hard work of the teams in Enrollment 

Management and Student Success and our partners across campus. I want to shout out the 
Admissions, Enrollment Operations, Financial Aid, University Communications and Marketing 
and our Academic Division colleagues for their work bringing in the fall 2024 class. We will 
share more details in our Enrollment Report in just a few minutes. 
 

As you know, the work of the Enrollment Management and Student Success team 
supports students from first postcard through first job offer. This spring semester, the team has 
focused on creating opportunities and maneuvering through systemic barriers that impact 
retention and graduation rates. In the last few months, the team in EMSS have seen success in: 
 

 Celebrating newly admitted students by emphasizing what makes Miami, Miami, 
resulting in participation at Admissions yield and future student events up over 20% from 
the Spring of 2023; 

 Hosting a series of events in the Center for Career Exploration and Success which 
support students in transforming their Miami education to a career, including the CAS 
Networking Event, Career Academy trip to Washington DC and hosting Adam Savage of 
Mythbusters to share the importance of perseverance over the course of your career; 
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 Developing a collaboration between the Student Success Center, One Stop, Registrar, 
Student Financial Assistance and the academic divisions to reforming practice around 
registration holds to lessen their impact on enrollment; 

 Building on a collaborative, systems level approach to Early Alert and identification of 
un and under-enrolled students, alongside a highly personalized case management 
system, to create conditions for increasing first to second year retention, with early signs 
that the fall 2023 first to second year retention rate will exceed 90%. 

  
More than any other year, this spring the conversation in EMSS and across the country 

has been focused on surrounding the FAFSA. The delays in the release of FAFSA to families 
and then to campuses, and the continual issues and errors in the data have made our yield season 
the most challenging since Fall 2020. 
 

While we have met the goal of exceeding the Fall 2023 committed student numbers, there 
were many points along the cycle where we were unsure that we would be sharing good news at 
this meeting. The team made an intentional decision to focus on how students were experiencing 
the delays and to work to ease concerns about what these system delays would mean for families. 
 

Throughout the last few months, Miami made it a priority to update admitted students 
with whatever information we had at that moment in time. Bethany Perkins along with the rest of 
the Admissions team developed communications that focused on the ethos of care for students 
that is a strength of Miami, assuring families that they are worth waiting for and that we would 
give them the time they need to make the right decision. These messages received positive 
feedback from students and families, resulting in the numbers we will present. 
 

The burden of this major system change fell on the Student Financial Assistance team, 
along with their partners in EM Operations and Research and Analytics. All three areas worked 
in close concert to go above and beyond to find solutions, allowing Miami to be the first public 
university in Ohio to have both initial and corrected aid offers out to admitted students. 
 

The materials sent ahead of the board meeting pulled data on confirmations and yield 
from May 6, 9 days before the extended May 15 deadline for the Fall 2024 cycle. You’ve already 
seen the headline, and the Enrollment Update will share the details. The dramatic change is due 
to the efforts of the EMSS team and our campus partners in a constricted timeline. Individuals 
from across the university jumped in to: 
 

 Make phone calls and send text messages to eligible waitlisted students to offer them 
admission to Miami; 

 Reached out to thousands highly engaged admitted students to answer their questions; 
 Focus on ways to leverage merit-aid reconsideration requests that also allowed the 

university to support specific academic programs where there is room for growth 
 Added additional communications from members of the campus community welcoming 

our newest RedHawks, including one from President Crawford 
 

Bethany will provide more information on these items during the enrollment presentation. 
While we are past the deadline and are happy with where we have landed, we are not going to 
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close our doors to students who needed additional time to choose Miami. Through the next few 
weeks, we will continue to work with individuals who have shared that they are weighing their 
options, especially those in-state with later commitment deadlines. Our hope is that in extending 
this grace period will continue to demonstrate that Miami is focused on the student’s experience 
and help those families to feel confident in their decision. 
 

I am very proud of the EMSS team for focusing on the student experience throughout this 
challenging cycle and are inspired by their commitment to Miami and our students. It’s been 
quite the first month, and I am grateful for the insights I have gained from the team about what 
makes Miami special. 
 

This concludes my report, and I will be happy to answer any questions before we 
transition to the detailed enrollment update. 
 

Enrollment Update 
 

Assistant Vice President and Director of Admission Bethany Perkins provided an 
enrollment update stating applications were up in all academic divisions and applicant types 
(resident, non-resident – domestic and international).  Admissions were also up overall, except 
for an intentional reduction in the Farmer School of Business to manage enrollment limits, and in 
the College of Creative Arts (CCA) where applicants who have not completed the full 
application portfolio are not being admitted. She later stated that despite the reduced admissions 
into the CCA, confirmations held steady and were up by two over last year. 
 
 She updated the Committee on the challenges of delayed FAFSA information, and the 
need to extend the confirmation deadline to May 15.  She stated that Miami delivered email and 
video updates to families regularly leading up to each aid offer release, and that the final aid 
release was made on Friday, May 3.  She praised the efforts of the Student Financial Aid team in 
addressing the issues caused by the FAFSA delay, which necessitated long nights, lost weekends, 
and canceled vacations for many.  
 
 AVP Perkins then discussed confirmations, which are also up in all academic divisions 
(with the exception of the intentional reduction in the Farmer School of Business) and applicant 
types (resident, non-resident – domestic and international).  Confirmations to Oxford are up 
year-over-year from 4,124 to 4,357, and Pathways are up from 106 to 213, a combined increase 
of 8% over last year. 
 
 She relayed that yield is up year over year from 14.5% to 14.7%, arresting a decade-long 
reduction.  She then reviewed applications, admission, and confirms by national regions.  The 
review showed strong improvement in the Southern Region. 
 
This enrollment cycle yield and anti-melt initiatives include: 
 

 “Just Ask” Campaign 
 Warm Welcome from the President 
 Regular aid evaluation and reconsideration 
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 Admission representative outreach to targeted students 
 Divisional and/or departmental outreach 
 Waitlist reconsideration 

 
Finally, she discussed the Pathways program, explaining also acts as a waitlist for direct 

Oxford admission.  The target number for Pathways is 175, and as confirmation exceed this 
level, top Pathways students will instead be admitted directly to Oxford to keep the Pathways 
cohort near 175. 

 
Academic Affairs 

 
Provost’s Update 

 
Provost Mullenix provided an overview of revisions to the academic portfolio.  She stated 

that in 2019 there were 163 bachelor degrees available, in 2024 there are 116 (16 are in the 
process of final teach out, and when completed, total eliminations will exceed 60).  She then 
listed the programs eliminated in the past three years, and the elimination/consolidation of low-
enrolled majors.   

 
She also informed the Committee of the new programs created since 2019 to better meet 

student demand, they include bachelor programs, some of which include; Cybersecurity, 
Business Analytics, Emerging Technology in Business and Design, and Robotics Engineering. 
They also include graduate master degrees, as well, some of which include; Biomedical 
Engineering, Computer Science, Physician Associate, and Nurse Practitioner.  She stated the 
emphasis is on STEM, business, data science, and applied fields. 

 
Provost Mullenix then discussed the Maimi Academic Program Incubator (MAPI).  She 

stated that all programs are now vetted through MAPI, allowing decisions to be data informed 
with market research.  The emphasis is on career outcomes and market feasibility, with 
enrollment projections. 

 
Finally, she reviewed Miami Plan specific course reductions since 2121. 
 

Resolutions 
 

Provost Mullenix then presented three resolutions for new degrees, along with a 
resolution to eliminate the Comparative Religion Department, and to accept and forward the 
biannual Completion Plan to the State. The new degrees are: 

 
 Masters in Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Degree 
 Bachelor Degree in Applied Mathematics 
 Bachelor of Philosophy Degree 

 
There was discussion by the Committee that the quantity of material is such that a greater 

time for review of proposed new degrees is required.  It was determined that going forward the 
material would be shared with the Committee once approved by University Senate.  The 
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associated new degree fiscal impact statement was also discussed and that going forward 
Academic Affairs should develop it in coordination with Finance and Business Services.   

 
The consensus of the Committee was to proceed with the degrees currently on the 

agenda, but in the future greater time must be provided for review and a more robust fiscal 
impact statement provided.  The three new degree resolutions, along with the Comparative 
Religion and Completion Plan resolutions, were then considered in a single vote.  With a motion 
from Trustee Schell, and a second from Trustee McNellie, all Committee members by voice vote 
voted unanimously in favor of approval by the full Board. 
  

College of Engineering and Computing 
 
Dean Beena Sukumaran provided an update on the College of Engineering and 

Computing.  She began by stating the vison and goals of the College.  She then provided an 
infrastructure update. She spoke of the transformation in Benton Hall of the former Deans’ Suite 
into a First Year Lab.  She also spoke of the newly dedicated McVey Data Science Building, 
which includes a Cybersecurity lab, an additional Computer lab, and two dedicated CSE 
Classrooms.  She also relayed that the MME department has created a revised curriculum 
featuring topics such as advanced manufacturing, automation and digital engineering, and that 
efforts are underway to create a unifying smart factory lab experience, which will lead students 
thorough the myriad operations and setups at work in a smart factory. 

 
Dean Sukumaran then discussed modernizing the curriculum, and the revamping of first-

year courses CEC111/112 to help increase belongingness and engineering identity.  She also 
relayed how Boldy Creative funding allowed the creation of new programs and initiatives, such 
as the bachelor degrees in Robotics, and Cyber Security.  Master degrees have also been 
revamped, including the creation of non-thesis degrees. She explained that the non-thesis option 
requires only one year of study instead of two, making them a more attractive option for students 
entering the workforce, rather than pursuing a PhD. 

 
She also spoke of the challenges to recruiting new students, with 16 universities offering 

engineering in Ohio, potential students have many options to choose from.  To help inform 
students of engineering and Miami’s program, they have developed a K-12 outreach program 
with students in the Tri-State area.  For this year, confirmations are up year-over-tear from 430 to 
510.  Graduate student confirmations are also up from 90 to 151. 

 
The College is enhancing industry relations to increase employment opportunities for 

graduates.  Other initiatives to promote workforce development include certificates, summer 
internships, courses to support workforce needs, graduate certificates, and Co-Op programs.   

 
Dean Sukumaran informed the Committee of efforts to increase research funding.  Year-

to-date funding levels have surpassed last year, and are near the CEC record year of 2022, which 
was $4.6M.  Three of Miami’s top seven departments for research dollars are in CEC.   

 
 Finally, she discussed the financial challenges to the College.  Nationally, engineering 
degrees are among the most expensive to deliver.  Fundraising is one method to help meet this 

10/710



challenge, and FY2023 was the largest fundraising year ever for the College, with $5.3M raised, 
and with $28.3M raised to date in the current campaign.  Another method to meet the need is 
through an engineering fee, and a request has been submitted to the State of Ohio for permission 
to raise Miami’s engineering fee.  She also made the Committee aware of how a change to the 
shared services cost distribution in the RCM model has increased the cost to CEC by 
approximately $3M per year. 
 

Adjourn 
 
 With no other business to come before the Committee, following a motion by Trustee 
Schell, and a second by Trustee McNellie, by voice vote the Committee unanimously voted to 
adjourn, with all voting in favor and none opposed. 

 
Written Updates 

 
 SL – Student Life Newsletter 
 SL - Student Engagement 
 SL - Residence Life/Living Learning Communities 
 SL - Center for Student Diversity and Inclusion 
 UCM – UCM Newsletter 
 EMSS – Center for Career Exploration and Success 
 EMSS - Student Success Center 
 AA - Academic Advising 

 

 

         
Theodore O. Pickerill II 
Secretary to the Board of Trustees 
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 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE of UNIVERSITY SENATE 
 Liz Mullenix, , Chair & Provost, University Senate 

 Tracy Haynes, Chair, Senate Execu ve Commi ee 
 Rosemary Pennington  , Chair Elect, Senate Execu ve  Commi ee 

 Tom Poe er, Past Chair, Senate Execu ve Commi ee 
 University Senate Website:  hps://www.miamioh.edu/academic  affairs/university senate 

 May 07, 2024 

 To: Board of Trustees, Academic and Student Affairs Commi ee 
 From: Tracy Haynes, Chair, Senate Execu ve Commi ee 
 RE: University Senate Report to Board of Trustees May 15, 2024 Mee ng 

 Execu ve Commi ee of University Senate membership: 
 ●  Tracy Haynes (Biology), Chair 
 ●  Rosemary Pennington,(Media, Journalism, & Film),  Chair Elect 
 ●  Tom Poe er, (Educa onal Leadership), Past Chair 
 ●  Nathan French,(CAS), At Large Member 
 ●  Troy Travis, Staff Member 
 ●  Nyah Smith, (Student Body President), Undergraduate 
 ●  Nelchi Prashali, graduate student 
 ●  Liz Mullenix, Chair & Provost, University Senate 
 ●  Brooke Flinders, (Associate Provost), Secretary  of University Senate 
 ●  Tammy Paerson, (Assistant for Admin Services), Recording  Secretary 

 The following summarizes items of University Senate Business conducted since the Execu ve Commi ee submi ed 
 a report to the Board of Trustees on February 12, 2024. 

 ●  New Business, Special Reports and Updates delivered  to University Senate: 
 ○  February 12, 2024 

 ■  SR 24-08  Call for a Sense of the Senate, Nathan  French, Associate Professor, 
 Department of Compara ve Religion, and James C. Hanges, Professor and Chair, 
 Department of Compara ve Religion 
 ■ SR 24-09  MME - Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing  Engineering, Master of 
 Engineering, Kumar Singh, Professor and Department Chair 
 ■  Ryan Center, Jenny Darroch, Dean of Farmers School  of Business 
 ■  Update on Management of Conflicts of Interest in  Projects with External Funding, 
 Susan McDowell, Vice President for Research and Innova on 

 ○  February 26, 2024 
 ■  LEC Miami Plan Update  - Leighton Peterson,  Director  of Liberal Educa on and 
 Associate Professor of Anthropology 
 ■  Advanced Manufacturing Hub at Vora Technology Park  -  Ande Durojaiye, Vice 
 President of Regional Campus, and Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Applied 
 Science 
 ■  Summary Of Senate Retreat Focus Group Input: Mark  Kra, Partner for Bain and 
 Company 

 ○  March 11, 2024 
 ■  SR 24- 10  Recording Two Minute Speeches Before Senate,  Nathan French, 

 1 

1
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 Associate Professor, Department of Compara ve Religion,  and Rosemary Pennington  , 
 Associate Professor and Journalism Area Coordinator - Media, Journalism, and Film 
 ■  A  Honors College, Zeb Baker, Execu ve Director of  the University Honors Program 
 ■  Center for Global Mental Health in Sports, Amity  Noltemeyer, Interim Dean of EHS, 
 and Ma  Moore, Chair and Associate Professor of Family Science and Social 

 ○  April 01, 2024 
 ■  SR 24- 11  MTH – Applied Mathema cs – Bachelor of  Science, Ebrahim Sarabi, 
 Associate Professor of Mathema cs, and Alim Sukhtayev, Associate Professor of 
 Mathema cs 
 ■  Miami University Fund Policy, Joan Walker, Senior  Director of Compliance and Gi  
 Processing and Brad Bundy, Vice President, University Advancement 
 ■  MiamiTHRIVE Commi ee Selec on, Brent Shock, Special  Assistant to President 

 ○  April 15, 2024 
 ■  SR 24- 12  WST - Individualized Studies, Bachelor  of Philosophy, Nicholas Money, 
 Director of Western Program and Professor of Biology 
 ■  SR 24-13  Registra on Policy Proposal, Michael Crowder,  Associate Provost and 
 Dean of the Graduate School 
 ■  SR 24-14  Doctoral Time Limits Policy Proposal, Michael  Crowder, Associate Provost 
 and Dean of the Graduate School 
 ■  Fiscal Priori es, Melissa Chase, Chair and Professor  of Sport Leadership and 
 Management, Michele Frank, Associate Professor of Accountancy, and Jen Green, 
 Clinical Professor of Psychology 
 ■  Process Coordinator Update: Department of Compara ve  Religion Elimina on, 
 Terri Barr, Professor of Marke ng 

 ○  April 29, 2024 
 ■  SR 24- 15  EHS TCPL cap increase, Amity Noltemeyer,  Interim Dean and Professor 
 ■  SR 24-16  Senate A endance Policy, Tracy Haynes,  Chair of University Senate 
 Execu ve Commi ee 
 ■  SR 24-17  Administra on of Graduate Awards: Time  Limits, Jason Abbi , Associate 
 Dean of the Graduate School 
 ■  SR 24-18  Administra on of Graduate Awards: Time  Limits, Jason Abbi , Associate 
 Dean of the Graduate School  SR 24-xx Sense of the  Senate: Department of 
 Compara ve Religion Elimina on Process Coordinator Recommenda ons  , Terri Barr, 
 Professor of Marke ng Senator A endance Policy 

 ○  May 06, 2024 
 ■  SR 24- 19  Vote to Allow SEC to con nue commi ee  filling, Brooke Flinders, 
 Secretary, University Senate 
 ■  Midterm Policy,  Ad hoc  Commi ee and Replacement  Policy, Amy Bergerson, 
 Associate Provost and Dean for Undergraduate Educa on 
 ■  Miami Mission Statement-Amy Bergerson, Associate  Provost and Dean for 
 Undergraduate Educa on, and Gwen Fears,  Assistant  VP for Student Life - 
 Assessment, Planning, and Transi on 
 ■  SG Overview, Nyah Smith, President of Associated  Student Government 
 ■  Grad Students,  Nelchi Prashali, and Ka e Stahlhut 

 2 

2
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 ●  Approved Minors, Revisions to exis ng degrees, name changes and University Policies received and  approved on 
 the University Senate consent calendars: 

 ○  February 04, 2024 
 ■ Revisions to Existing Majors -  KNH – Public Health  - Bachelor of Science in 
 Kinesiology, Nutri on and Health 
 ■  Revisions to Existing Majors - MME - Mechanical  Engineering- Master of Science 

 ■  Revisions to Existing Majors -  THE – Theatre -  Bachelor of Arts in Theatre 
 ■ Revision to Existing Minor -  THE – Theatre Minor 
 ■  New Certificate - ACC/FIN - Deals Graduate Certificate 

 ○  February 26, 2024 
 ■  New Cer ficates  -ECE/CPB - Paper Engineering Cer ficate  for Electrical Engineers 
 ■ New Cer ficates - S  LM - Self-Designed Graduate  Cer ficate in Sport 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors -  BUS - Business Administra on-  Master of Business 
 Administra on 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors - C  AS - Biomedical  Science - Master of Medical Science 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors  -HM - Biochemistry-  Bachelor of Arts 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors  - CHM - Chemistry-  Bachelor of Arts 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors-  CHM - Biochemistry-  Bachelor of Science 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors- CHM - Chemistry-  Bachelor of Science 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors- EDL - Educa onal  Leadership- Doctor of Philosophy 
 ■  Revision to Exis ng Minor- MUS - Music Performance  Minor 
 ■  Revision to Exis ng Cer ficate - FSW - Child  Life Specialist Graduate Cer ficate 

 ○  March 11, 2024 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors -ACC – Accountancy  - Master of Accountancy 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors - JCS - Criminal Jus ce  - Associate in Applied Science 

 ○  April 01, 2024 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors  - TCE – Primary Educa on  PK-5, Bachelor of Science in 
 Educa on 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors-  TCE – Literacy and  Language, Master of Educa on 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors- PHY – Physics, Bachelor  of Science 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Minor- PHY – Physics Minor 
 ■  Revision to Exis ng Minor- FRI - Classical Studies  Minor 
 ■  Revision to Exis ng Cer ficate - BUS – Business  in the Global Market Cer ficate 

 ○  April 15, 2024 
 ■  New Minor -SBS - Applied Social Science Minor 
 ■ Revisions to Exis ng Majors -  ARC - Architecture,  Bachelor of Arts in Architecture 
 ■ Revisions to Exis ng Majors - CHM – Chemistry, Doctor of Philosophy 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors  -CHM – Chemistry, Master of Science 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors  - CIT - Cybersecurity  & Networking, Bachelor of 
 Science in Informa on Technology 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors-  CIT - Informa on  Technology, Bachelor of Science in 
 Informa on Technology 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors - CPB - Biomedical Engineering, Bachelor of Science in 
 Engineering 
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 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors- EDP – Learning Technologies, Master of Educa on 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors- EDP - School Psychology, Master of Science, Specialist 
 in Educa on 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors - ENG – English, Doctor of Philosophy 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors- EDP – ENG – English, Master of Arts 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors- GEO – Geography and Sustainable Development – 
 Master of Arts 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors - SBS - Psychological Science, Bachelor of Arts 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Co-Majors- IES – Environmental Science Co-Major 
 ■  Revision to Exis ng Minor-PHL - Ethics, Society, and Culture Minor 

 ○  April 29, 2024 
 ■  New Minor -GIC - Interna onal Studies Minor 
 ■ Revisions to Exis ng Majors -  TCE - World Language  Educa on, Bachelor of Science 
 in Educa on 
 ■ Revisions to Exis ng Majors -MME - Mechanical Engineering, Bachelor of Science in 
 Engineering 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors  - SPO - Spanish, Bachelor  of Arts 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Minor -SPO - Spanish Minor 
 ■  Revision to Exis ng Minor- EDL - Community, Leadership, and Social Change Minor 

 ○  May 06, 2024 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Majors -  CAS/MBI – Public  Health, Bachelor of Arts 
 ■  Revisions to Exis ng Minor -GRE - Russian Minor 
 ■  Revision to Exis ng Minor- MTH - Mathema cs Minor 
 ■  New Co-Major - FSW – Child Life Specialist Co-Major 

 ●  Senate Resolu ons 
 ■  SR 24-08  Call for a Sense of the Senate, Nathan  French, Associate Professor, 
 Department of Compara ve Religion, and James C. Hanges, Professor and Chair, 
 Department of Compara ve Religion 
 ■ SR 24-09  MME - Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing  Engineering, Master of 
 Engineering, Kumar Singh, Professor and Department Chair 
 ■  SR 24- 10  Recording Two Minute Speeches Before Senate,  Nathan French, 
 Associate Professor, Department of Compara ve Religion,  and Rosemary Pennington  , 
 Associate Professor and Journalism Area Coordinator - Media, Journalism, and Film 
 ■  SR 24- 11  MTH – Applied Mathema cs – Bachelor of  Science, Ebrahim Sarabi, 
 Associate Professor of Mathema cs, and Alim Sukhtayev, Associate Professor of 
 Mathema cs 
 ■  SR 24- 12  WST - Individualized Studies, Bachelor  of Philosophy, Nicholas Money, 
 Director of Western Program and Professor of Biology 
 ■  SR 24-13  Registra on Policy Proposal, Michael Crowder,  Associate Provost and 
 Dean of the Graduate School 
 ■  SR 24-14  Doctoral Time Limits Policy Proposal, Michael  Crowder, Associate Provost 
 and Dean of the Graduate School 
 ■  SR 24- 15  EHS TCPL cap increase, Amity Noltemeyer,  Interim Dean and Professor 
 ■  SR 24-16  Senate A endance Policy, Tracy Haynes,  Chair of University Senate 
 Execu ve Commi ee 
 ■  SR 24-17  Administra on of Graduate Awards: Time  Limits, Jason Abbi , Associate 
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 Dean of the Graduate School 
 ■  SR 24-18  Administra on of Graduate Awards: Time  Limits, Jason Abbi , Associate 
 Dean of the Graduate School  SR 24-xx Sense of the  Senate: Department of 
 Compara ve Religion Elimina on Process Coordinator Recommenda ons  , Terri Barr, 
 Professor of Marke ng Senator A endance Policy 
 ■  SR 24- 19  Vote to Allow SEC to con nue commi ee  filling, Brooke Flinders, 
 Secretary, University Senate 
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 SR 24-08 
 Sense of the Senate: Department of Comparative Religion Elimination 

 February 12, 2024 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that University Senate approves changes to the Sense of the Senate: 
 Department of Compara ve Religion Elimina on as outlined below: 

 Whereas we, as representa ves of the Miami Community, have an unwavering commitment to liberal 
 arts undergraduate educa on; 

 Whereas Miami University’s founding charter commits Miami to “the instruc on of youth in all the 
 various branches of the liberal arts and sciences, for the promo on of good educa on, virtue, religion 
 and morality, and for conferring all the literary honours granted in similar ins tu ons”  (from Miami’s 
 founding charter (  “An Act to Establish the Miami University,”  February 17, 1809,  referenced  in  Miami 
 University Policy Manual  , 3339.01); 

 Whereas we recognize the historic and ongoing contribu ons of the faculty of the Department of 
 Compara ve Religion to teaching, learning, service, and life at Miami University; 

 Whereas we recognize that Miami University’s Department of Compara ve Religion, founded in 1927, is 
 one of the two oldest departments dedicated to the study of religion among public universi es in the 
 United States; 

 Whereas we recognize the con nuing and essen al importance of the interdisciplinary academic study 
 of religion to this ins tu on, state, and na on; 

 Whereas we understand that higher educa onal ins tu ons across the United States face historic 
 challenges; 

 Whereas we understand that Miami University is not immune to these historical challenges; 

 Whereas we understand the decision to close an academic department will have a meaningful effect on 
 the careers of faculty who have devoted their work to its maintenance and its fields of study and is 
 therefore not undertaken lightly; 

 Whereas we recognize that the faculty in the Department of Compara ve Religion are ac ng to preserve 
 the academic study of religion at Miami, in a me of rising an semi sm, Islamophobia, threats to 
 na onal security, and debates over our cons tu onal rights and liber es, especially religious freedom, in 
 the United States; 

 Whereas we affirm that University Senate is the legisla ve body of the University in ma ers involving 
 educa onal programs, requirements, and standards – including ma ers of curriculum, programs, and 
 course offerings – as delegated by the University’s Board of Trustees; 
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 BE IT RESOLVED 
 We, the members of the Miami University Senate, recommend to the Office of the Provost, pursuant to 
 Sec on 8, Appendix A (SR 14-01) of the University Senate By-Laws, to accept the plans for the 
 Department of Compara ve Religion proposed by the faculty of the Department, to commit to the 
 con nued existence of the academic study of religion at Miami  in our curriculum and research, to 
 commit to the reassignment of the Department’s faculty in alignment with extant policy  , and to proceed 
 with the assignment of a process coordinator to  to  explore possible futures for the Department, inclusive 
 of elimina on, consolida on, or par on.  Senate  strongly recommends reten on of our valuable 
 employees currently serving in Compara ve Religion, tenured, TCPL and staff. 
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 SR 24-09 

 MME - Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Engineering, Master of Engineering 

 February 12, 2024 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED  that University Senate endorses  the proposed program, 

 MME-Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Engineering, Master of Engineering 

 AND FURTHERMORE  , that  the endorsement by University Senate of the proposed degree will 

 be forwarded to the Miami University Board of Trustees for consideration. 
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 SR 24-10 
 Recording Two Minute Speeches Before Senate 

 March 11, 2024 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that University Senate approves changes to the  Standing Rules  , Mee ng 
 Procedures of University Senate as outlined below: 

 3.  Any member of the University community should be permi ed to address Senate for a maximum of 
 two minutes before the formal business of the Senate mee ng begins - up to a maximum of five (5) 
 two-minute addresses per mee ng.  Speakers who wish  to address Senate must inform the Chair and 
 Secretary of University Senate prior to the beginning of the announced mee ng.  The addresses will be 
 given prior to the opening of the Senate mee ng and are therefore not considered official business of 
 the Senate. However, the Chair will open the mee ng by informing the Senate of the speaker(s) that 
 addressed the Senate so that the name(s) will appear in the minutes. Transcripts of the address, if 
 provided by the speaker(s), will be made available to the Senate as an appendix to the mee ng minutes. 
 If the speaker(s) desire(s) a transcript of the address be recorded in the appendix, a copy of the 
 transcript of the address must be provided at least one hour before the start of the Senate. The 
 transcript will be checked during the address by the Chair and any modifica ons noted for the record. If 
 the Senate Execu ve Commi ee deems an address is unrelated to the University, neither the speaker(s) 
 name(s) nor the transcript will be included in the appendix to the minutes. If Senators take excep on 
 with the omissions of the name(s) or transcript once noted in a regular Senate mee ng, Senators may 
 email the Senate Execu ve Commi ee a er the regular Senate mee ng in which the omission is noted 
 with an objec on to that omission. The Senate Execu ve Commi ee will take up the ma er at the next 
 Senate Execu ve Commi ee mee ng and will invite the objec ng Senator(s) to a end the Senate 
 Execu ve Commi ee mee ng and discuss the omission. 
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 SR 24-11 
 MTH - Applied Mathema cs - Bachelor of Science 

 April 01, 2024 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED  that University Senate endorses  the proposed program, MTH - 

 Applied Mathematics - Bachelor of Science 

 AND FURTHERMORE  , that  the endorsement by University Senate of the proposed degree will 

 be forwarded to the Miami University Board of Trustees for consideration. 
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 SR 24-12 
 WST - Individual Studies, Bachelor of Philosophy 

 April 01, 2024 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED  that University Senate endorses  the proposed program, WST - 

 Individual Studies, Bachelor of Philosophy. 

 AND FURTHERMORE  , that  the endorsement by University Senate of the proposed degree will 

 be forwarded to the Miami University Board of Trustees for consideration. 
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 SR 24-13 
 Registration Policy Proposal 

 April 15, 2024 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that University Senate approves changes to the Registra on Policy Proposal 
 as outlined below: 

 Rationale:  It came to our attention that  the   undergraduate  policy library  , but not the   graduate 

 policy library  , includes language about attending  classes only if a student is properly 

 registered. Although it is implied elsewhere in policies, we believe it is important to have this 

 language explicitly and consistently stated across both policies and therefore are proposing 

 to add it under “Registration Procedures.” 

 Additionally,  current Miami University policies do  not specify whether undergraduate students 

 can enroll in a graduate certificate program while in undergraduate status. Previously this has 

 been allowed on a case-by-case basis for stand-alone certificates, but it is important to have 

 a policy that explicitly addresses the requirements and conditions of these types of programs. 

 Furthermore, current policies are silent on how many credit hours (if any) can be transferred 

 into a graduate certificate program from another institution. After consulting with Graduate 

 Council for ideas, this policy revision proposal suggests allowing undergraduate students to 

 take a stand-alone graduate certificate under certain conditions (i.e., junior or senior standing, 

 3.0 cumulative gpa or higher, permission from the graduate certificate director), and also 

 specifies up to 3 credit hours of transfer credit can be considered for a graduate certificate. 

 In the process of looking at the above-mentioned possible revisions, we also noticed a 

 number of other minor updates that would improve the clarity and accuracy of the policy. 

 These include: (a)  changing all instances of “his  or her” to the more inclusive “their,” (b) 

 updating contact information and addresses for the OneStop, (c) removing information about 

 the Graduate Summer Scholarship (which is not relevant here and remains stated in another 

 policy), (d) clarifying current procedures for petitions and requesting transfer credit approval, 

 (e) changing “Bannerweb” to “Banner Self Service”, (f) updating links, and (g) updating the 

 university withdrawal and military withdrawal information to be consistent with current policies 

 and practices. These changes are also incorporated in this revision proposal. 

 Covered Parties:  Graduate students. 

 Defined Terms:  N/A 

 Proposed New or Revised Policy (Clean Version): 
 (  Note to Graduate Council: This is a lengthy policy,  so it might be easiest when you review 
 this to start with the “Marked Up” version on page 12 ) 
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 Graduate Credit 

 All courses numbered 500 and above count for graduate credit. If a graduate student 
 wants to take a 400/500-level course for graduate credit, they must be sure to 
 register for the 500-level section. The course requirements for granting graduate 
 credit should be provided in the course syllabus. 

 Fall or Spring Semester 

 The minimum registration for full-time students graduate assistants, and dissertation 
 scholars, is nine (9) graduate credit hours per semester. The maximum registration 
 for a regular semester is eighteen (18) total credit hours per semester (including 
 undergraduate credits). Some exceptions to the 18-hour maximum may be granted; 
 petitions for excess hours should be sent to the Graduate School through the 
 Graduate Student Petition Form (available on the Graduate School webpage). 

 Winter term registration 

 Graduate students may enroll in up to six (6) total credit hours during winter term. 
 However, tuition waivers do not automatically apply to winter term enrollments. 
 Enrollment in winter term is a fee-paying activity unless students receive prior 
 approval from the academic dean of the division offering the course. 

 Summer Course Load 

 To be considered a full-time student during the summer term, a student must comply 
 with their departmental guidelines for full-time summer status. 

 The maximum for summer registration will be eight (8) credit hours during a six (6) 
 week summer term, twelve (12) hours during overlapping summer terms, or 1.5 
 credit hours per week (and proportionately less for periods less than one week). 

 Graduate Course Load for Part-Time  

 Part-time Students 

 Students enrolled in a minimum of one (1) and a maximum of eight (8) graduate 
 credit hours per semester are considered part-time students. Tuition and fees are 
 charged on a per credit hour basis for part-time students. 
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 Course Load for Students Employed Full-Time 

 Students employed full-time are strongly encouraged to keep their enrollment at six 
 (6) credit hours or less during a semester.  

 Registration Procedures  

 Students may register for graduate classes online through   Banner Self Service  , 
 except for special classes such as individualized studies and internships. Students 
 should manually register for these classes at the   One  Stop  . Students are responsible 
 for class registration, payment, and attendance. No student shall be admitted to or 
 receive credit for a course in which they are not properly registered and paid. 
 Registration must be completed following the policies listed here. 

 Changes of Registration  

 Courses may be   added, dropped, or changed   only in  the prescribed time stated in 
 the University academic calendar. 

 Adding a Course  

 In the academic year, no student may enter a course (class or laboratory) after the 
 close of the first week of instruction. The instructor may make exceptions with the 
 approval of the department chair. Any instructor may refuse to accept a student after 
 the opening of any course if, in their judgment, too much subject matter has already 
 been covered. 

 Withdrawing from a Course  

 Withdrawing from a course  is a formal administrative  procedure; merely ceasing to 
 attend class is not the same as withdrawing from a course. Before withdrawing from 
 a course, a student should consult with their instructor and academic adviser. A 
 student may withdraw from a course after the first twenty (20) percent of the course 
 and, ordinarily, before the end of sixty (60) percent of the course (see the academic 
 calendar). A grade of W will appear on the student’s official record. Refunds follow 
 University policy, available via the Office of the Bursar’s website at   OneStop 
 Refunds  . 

 ●  After the first twenty (20) percent of a course through the end of the first sixty (60) 
 percent, a student may withdraw from a course with a signature from the instructor. 
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 ●  After sixty (60) percent of the course is complete, a student may no longer withdraw 
 from a course, unless a petition is approved by the Graduate Council. The petition 
 must include approval from the course instructor and the student’s graduate program 
 director or department chair. The petition must also describe and document the 
 extenuating circumstances (extraordinary circumstances usually beyond the 
 student’s control) that form the grounds of the petition. If the petition for withdrawal 
 is approved, the student will be withdrawn from the course with a grade of W. If the 
 petition is not approved, the student will be expected to remain in the course (see the 
 policy “Grades and Scholarship” section “Scholastic Regulations”). The withdrawal 
 deadline is 5:00 p.m. on the last Friday of the term’s classes. 

 ●  Only in rare circumstances will a petition to withdraw from a course after sixty (60) 
 percent of the course is complete be approved for reasons of academic performance 
 alone. 

 ●  When possible, a student should continue to attend class until the Graduate Council 
 has acted on their petition. Non-attendance does not void financial responsibility or a 
 grade of F. 

 If a student is found responsible of academic dishonesty in a class, and withdraws 
 from the class, the student will receive the grade of F for the class and a notation of 
 academic dishonesty will be posted directly beneath the class on the student’s 
 academic record. 

 Repeated Courses  

 A student may repeat any course for which no credit has been granted. A student 
 may repeat only once for credit a course in which credit has previously been earned. 
 All grades are counted in the cumulative average, but the credit hours earned in the 
 course will count only once toward graduation. This rule does not apply to those 
 courses designated by a department as being repeatable, nor does it supersede the 
 policy “Registration” section “Credit/No-Credit Courses” on repetition of 
 credit/no-credit courses. A student may, with the instructor’s permission, audit a 
 course in which hours have previously been received toward graduation (see the 
 policy “Registration” section “Auditing Courses”). 
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 Withdrawal from the University  

 Official Withdrawal 

 Officially withdrawing from the University is a formal administrative procedure; merely 
 ceasing to attend classes will not be considered an official withdrawal from the 
 University. 

 A student seeking to withdraw from the University must submit a formal request to 
 the University through the submission of an online form available on the   One Stop 
 website  . An international student in a nonimmigrant  status should also obtain 
 permission from   International Student & Scholar Services  .  

 Students must submit their official withdrawal form for the requested term prior to 
 the published withdrawal deadline for that term. Students may refer to the   Academic 
 Calendar  on the   OneStop  website for guidance on the  important academic dates, 
 including withdrawal deadlines. In addition, students who receive financial aid are 
 advised to contact their lenders and insurance agents to determine continued 
 eligibility for loan deferments and insurance coverage. 

 1.  If a student officially withdraws before the deadline to drop a class without a grade of 
 a semester or term as published in the Academic Calendar, no grades will be 
 recorded, excluding sprint courses completed or not yet begun prior to the date of 
 withdrawal from the University. Courses in which a final grade has been assigned 
 remain on the academic record. 

 2.  If a student officially withdraws from the University at any point after the deadline to 
 drop a class without a grade through the official withdrawal deadlinne of a semester 
 or term as stated on the Academic Calendar, the Office of the University Registrar 
 shall assign a grade of W in each course for which the student is registered, 
 excluding sprint courses completed or not yet begun prior to the date of withdrawal 
 from the University. Courses in which a final grade has been assigned remain on the 
 academic record. 

 3.  After the official withdrawal deadline as passed, a student may submit a petition to 
 Graduate Council to request withdrawal from the University.  Petitions should be 
 based on documented, extenuating, nonacademic reasons and must be submitted 
 during the federal financial aid compliance year. 

 Official withdrawals are noted on a student’s academic record (transcript). Refunds 
 follow University policy, available via the   One Stop  website. 
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 Unofficial Withdrawal 

 If a student leaves the University without formally withdrawing resulting in failing 
 and/or non-completion grades recorded for all classes in the semester or term, 
 registrations in subsequent semesters or terms may be cancelled. The student may 
 submit a petition to the Graduate School  to request consideration of a change in 
 their record if the petition is submitted during the federal financial aid compliance 
 year. 

 Military Withdrawal 

 If a student obtains a military withdrawal, the provisions of the   Policy for the Enrolled 
 Students Who Are Called to Active Duty in the Armed Services  section apply. 

 Refund Policies 

 Instructional Fee, General Fee, Out-of-State Tuition, Miami Metro, Off-Campus 
 Information Services Fee, and Residence Hall Fee: If the withdrawal occurs during 
 the semester or term and the fees have been paid, and a refund of fees is due per 
 the University refund schedule, a refund will be sent to the student. If fees have not 
 been paid or if other miscellaneous charges have not been paid, the amount of the 
 refund will be reduced by the amount outstanding. 

 Meal Plan Fees 

 If the withdrawal occurs during the semester or term and the fees have been paid, a 
 prorated refund will be given. Proration is calculated on a daily basis for the period 
 after the effective withdrawal date. If fees have not been paid or if other 
 miscellaneous charges have not been paid, the amount of the refund will be reduced 
 by the amount outstanding. 

 Notes 

 It is the student’s responsibility to initiate the withdrawal at the Office of the 
 University Registrar and to provide documentation of the call to active duty in the 
 armed services. The effective date of withdrawal will be the date the student submits 
 the withdrawal form to the Office of the University Registrar. The University may be 
 required to provide any refunds to a funding agent other than the student, such as 
 student financial aid programs. Grades will be recorded in accordance with the 
 current academic policy or deadlines (W grades). A notation of official withdrawal will 
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 be recorded on the student’s academic record. Under certain conditions a student 
 may receive credit for courses being taken at the time of their withdrawal if 80 
 percent of the term has elapsed. Students interested in this provision should consult 
 the Office of the University Registrar. 

 The concept for a refund policy involving students called to active duty in the armed 
 forces was presented to the Board of Trustees in September of 1990; the document 
 can be reviewed by contacting the Office of the President. 

 Credit/No-Credit Courses 

 Students may take courses on a credit/no credit basis if the department gives its 
 permission. To receive credit ("CR1") in a graduate-level course, students must earn 
 at least a “B” in the course. A maximum of one fourth of the minimum hours required 
 for their graduate degree, excluding thesis or dissertation hours, may be taken on a 
 credit/no credit basis. 

 Individualized Study Credit Hours 

 A student may take individualized study units for graduate-level credit by enrolling in 
 courses such as the following: 

 ●  Independent Reading 

 ●  Special Topics 

 ●  Special Studies 

 ●  Independent Study 

 ●  Special Problems 

 ●  Reading and Directed Research 

 ●  Directed Study and Research 

 These courses, however, must represent work at the graduate level. If individualized 
 learning will include attending a lower-level undergraduate course (those numbered 
 499 and lower), a student must complete additional supervised study or research 
 beyond the regular coursework to receive graduate credit. The additional study or 
 research must be designed to meet graduate level learning outcomes – simply 
 adding work is not sufficient to receive graduate credit. Please contact the Graduate 
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 School for further information on learning outcomes required to award graduate 
 credit. 

 To register for individualized study, students should obtain an independent study 
 permit from their department office and have a faculty sponsor or adviser sign on the 
 form. Submit this form in person to the One Stop at Nellie Craig Walker Hall, or email 
 to onestop@miamioh.edu. Registration for independent study at the graduate level 
 should be completed before Change of Schedule ends. Independent study courses 
 may not be added after the deadline for withdrawing from a course with a grade of 
 W (after completion of 60% of the term). Graduate students are limited to five (5) 
 hours of independent study a semester and ten (10) hours for an academic year. 

 Audit Courses 

 Lecture and recitation courses may be audited without credit with the consent of the 
 instructor, and will not be counted under any rules establishing maximum registration 
 or enrollment status. 

 The requirements for auditing a course are established by the instructor and may 
 include active participation by the student. An instructor may drop an auditing 
 student at any time during the semester if the student is not fulfilling the audit 
 requirements of a course. Full fees are assessed for auditing a course. A course can 
 be changed from credit to audit or audit to credit during the first sixty (60) percent of 
 the course (see the academic calendar). 

 Transfer Credit 

 If a student earned credit for graduate-level courses at another accredited graduate 
 school, he or she may be able to apply that credit toward the graduate degree 
 and/or graduate certificate. To apply credits to the degree, a student must have 
 achieved the following: 

 ●  Received a “B” or better grade for the credits to be transferred. 

 ●  Taken the courses within five (5) years of the projected graduation date for the 
 master’s and Specialist in Education (Ed.S.) degrees, and within ten (10) years of the 
 projected graduation date for the doctorate degree. Note that these time limits do not 
 refer to the age of the credit at the time of transfer. 
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 Students who received “pass” or “credit” evaluations for coursework can make a 
 request to the Petitions Committee of their academic division that those courses be 
 applied to their degree. No extension or correspondence work can be applied 
 toward a graduate degree. 

 Master’s degree candidates may transfer a maximum of one-third of the number of 
 credit hours required for the degree. For example, if a program requires thirty (30) 
 credit hours for the degree, students can transfer a maximum of ten (10) hours. Ed.S. 
 candidates may transfer a maximum of ten (10) credits earned after receiving a 
 master’s degree and before being admitted to an Ed.S. program. Doctoral students 
 may transfer a maximum of twelve (12) credit hours. Students may transfer a 
 maximum of three (3) credit hours towards a graduate certificate. 

 In order for the credits to be applied to a student’s Miami record, the student must 
 submit a Graduate Credit Transfer form (available on the Graduate School’s 
 webpage), which involves uploading an official transcript from the outside institution. 
 The form is routed to the student’s academic department, who then indicate whether 
 they approve accepting the credit/credits and would like them to be applied to the 
 student’s record. to the form is then routed to the Graduate School. Upon approval, 
 the Graduate School will notify the Office of the Registrar and the credits will be 
 added to the student’s official record. 

 Undergraduate Classes 

 Students needing to take undergraduate courses as prerequisites for a graduate 
 degree program, to receive state teacher licensure, or for other reasons, who have 
 already been admitted to Miami’s Graduate School, need to register for the class(es) 
 in the normal manner. Students that have not yet been admitted should contact the 
 Graduate School for admission information. Undergraduate courses do not count 
 toward the minimum required credits for graduate registration for a graduate award 
 holder unless the student has the approval of the Graduate School. 

 Graduate Students Dual Enrollment in Undergraduate Degree Programs 

 Current students who have previously earned a bachelor’s degree, shall not, without 
 the permission of the department chair(s), academic divisional dean(s), graduate 
 school dean, and provost, be allowed to enrolled in another degree program at the 
 undergraduate level. Per the Combined Bachelor’s/Master’s Degree policy, 
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 combined students are considered undergraduate students and are not addressed in 
 this policy. 

 Registration Problems 

 When students go on leave, have changes in personal information, or do not fulfill 
 certain requirements for registration (such as paying fees on time), special 
 procedures should be followed. These are described below. 

 Student Status Reactivation 

 Occasionally students may sit out a semester. To reactive their student status, they 
 should fill out and submit the Application for Re-Enrollment found on the 
 Re-Enrollment webpage  . 

 Students will be notified via e-mail when they have been reactivated. 

 Students who have not registered for two consecutive academic years will need to 
 re-apply for admission to the Graduate School. Continuing Graduate Status students 
 must reapply after a 5-year absence or no registration in that 5-year period. 

 Graduate degree programs that have been eliminated for ten or more years may not 
 be pursued, and degrees in programs eliminated for ten or more years may not be 
 conferred. 

 Registration Holds  

 Students may be prevented from registering for classes if they have not completed 
 requirements such as medical and academic records or if they have not settled their 
 Bursar’s account. For procedures on removing a specific registration hold, contact 
 the office associated with the hold preventing registration. Students may view holds 
 in  Banner Self Service  to determine why the hold has  been placed and then contact 
 the appropriate office. Typically, it will be either the Graduate School at (513) 
 529-3734 or the OneStop. 

 Combined Bachelor’s/Master’s Degree 

 Departments and programs offering a master’s degree have the option of offering a 
 combined bachelors and master’s degree program. See the specific 
 department/program of interest for program and admission details. 
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 ●  Admission Requirements: Miami students can express interest and apply in a 
 combined degree program anytime during their undergraduate career.  To matriculate 
 in the combined program, the Miami undergraduates must have Junior or Senior 
 standing and have a GPA of 3.00 or greater or meet the GPA requirement set by the 
 combined degree program. Students must complete the Graduate School application 
 for the desired program. Standard application and admission procedures shall be 
 used.  Both full- and part-time students may participate in the combined degree 
 program at a department’s discretion.  Regular time-limits for completing the 
 master’s degree apply to students in a combined degree program. 

 ●  Double Counting Graduate Hours: Departments or programs with a combined degree 
 option may allow students to double-count up to 9 hours of graduate course work 
 toward their undergraduate degree. With permission of the appropriate advisor(s) and 
 dean(s) or their designee(s), these students may count the graduate courses toward 
 their major, minor, electives, and university requirements.  

 ●  A minimum of 145 credit hours is required for the combined degree program; 115 
 semester hour minimum for a bachelor’s degree and 30 credit hour minimum for a 
 master’s degree. 

 ●  Student Classification: Students in a combined degree program will remain 
 undergraduates until either (a) they complete all undergraduate degree requirements 
 and receive their undergraduate degree, or (b) they request the Graduate School 
 change their status from undergraduate to graduate (the student must have 
 completed a minimum of 124 or 128 total graduate and undergraduate credit hours, 
 depending on their catalog year, to make this request). Once the student meets one 
 of these two criteria, they will be classified as a graduate student. A student must be 
 classified as a graduate student in at least their final semester before the graduate 
 degree is awarded and cannot take all of their graduate credit hours with 
 undergraduate status. 

 ●  Graduation: Students must have graduate student status by the first day of the 
 semester in which they receive their graduate degree (e.g., they must have graduate 
 student status by the first day of spring semester if they will be receiving their 
 graduate degree in May). They may not receive both the undergraduate and graduate 
 degrees on the same date (degrees are conferred four times per year (i.e., January, 
 May, August, December). 

 ●  Withdrawal: Students may withdraw from the combined degree program by 
 completing a withdrawal form at the Graduate School. The student must note on the 
 withdrawal form that the student is withdrawing only from the master’s program and 
 wishes to retain their status in the undergraduate program. The student must also 
 notify the department of their decision to withdraw from the master’s program. 
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 Permission for Undergraduate Students to Enroll in Graduate 
 Courses 

 Undergraduate students who have earned Junior or Senior standing and have a GPA 
 of 3.00 or greater and having matriculated undergraduate status, may request 
 permission to enroll in 500 or 600 level graduate courses. Students must obtain 
 permission from the instructor, the department chair, and the Dean of the Graduate 
 School.  Students may double-count up to 9 hours of graduate course work toward 
 their undergraduate degree.  With permission of the appropriate advisor(s) and 
 dean(s) or their designee(s), these students may count the graduate courses toward 
 their major, minor, electives, and university requirements.  Graduate courses taken in 
 this manner will be treated as graduate level CGS (non-degree) courses.  A 
 maximum of 9 hours of graduate level continuing graduate status courses may count 
 toward a graduate degree program at Miami (see   Miami  Bulletin  ). 

 Permission for Undergraduate Students to Enroll in 
 Free-Standing Graduate Certificates 

 Undergraduate students who have earned Junior or Senior standing and have a GPA 
 of 3.00 or greater and having matriculated undergraduate status, may request 
 permission to enroll in a free-standing graduate certificate (i.e., a certificate approved 
 to be offered independent from a graduate degree program). Students must obtain 
 permission from the graduate certificate director and the Dean of the Graduate 
 School.  Students may double-count up to 9 hours of graduate course work toward 
 their undergraduate degree.  With permission of the appropriate advisor(s) and 
 dean(s) or their designee(s), these students may count the graduate courses toward 
 their major, minor, electives, and university requirements. 

 Proposed Revised Policy (Marked Up Version): 

 Graduate Credit 

 All courses numbered 500 and above count for graduate credit. If a graduate student 
 wants to take a 400/500-level course for graduate credit,  he or she  they  must be sure 
 to register for the 500-level  component  section  . The course requirements for granting 
 graduate credit should be provided in the course syllabus. 
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 Fall or Spring Semester 

 The minimum registration for full-time students graduate assistants, and dissertation 
 scholars, is nine (9) graduate credit hours per semester. The maximum registration 
 for a regular semester is eighteen (18) total credit hours per semester (including 
 undergraduate credits). Some exceptions to the 18-hour maximum may be granted; 
 petitions for excess hours should be sent to the Graduate School  through the 
 Graduate Student Petition Form (available on the Graduate School webpage)  .  If the 
 request is granted, students will retain their eligibility for a Graduate Summer 
 Scholarship. 

 Winter term registration 

 Graduate students may enroll in up to six (6) total credit hours during winter term. 
 However, tuition waivers do not automatically apply to winter term enrollments. 
 Enrollment in winter term is a fee-paying activity unless students receive prior 
 approval from the academic dean of the division offering the course. 

 Summer Course Load 

 To be considered a full-time student during the summer term, a student must comply 
 with  his or her  their  departmental guidelines for full-time summer status.  See the 
 policy “Types of Awards” section “Graduate Summer Scholarships”. 

 Graduate Summer Scholarships  ¶ 

 The maximum for summer registration will be eight (8) credit hours during a six (6) 
 week summer term, twelve (12) hours during overlapping summer terms, or 1.5 
 credit hours per week (and proportionately less for periods less than one week). 

 Graduate Course Load for Part-Time  

 Part-time Students 

 Students enrolled in a minimum of one (1) and a maximum of eight (8) graduate 
 credit hours per semester are considered part-time students. Tuition and fees are 
 charged on a per credit hour basis for part-time students. 
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 Course Load for Students Employed Full-Time 

 Students employed full-time are strongly encouraged to keep their enrollment at six 
 (6) credit hours or less during a semester.  

 Registration Procedures  

 Students may register for graduate classes online through   BannerWeb  Banner Self 
 Service  , except for special classes such as individualized studies and internships. 
 Students should manually register for these classes at the   One Stop  .  Students are 
 responsible for class registration, payment, and attendance. No student shall be 
 admitted to or receive credit for a course in which they are not properly registered 
 and paid. Registration must be completed following the policies listed here. 

 Changes of Registration  

 Courses may be   added, dropped, or changed  only in the prescribed time stated in 
 the University academic calendar.  Forms for reporting such changes may be 
 obtained from the One Stop, and VOALC Student Services Office, and no change is 
 official until the change-of-schedule form or registration transaction is deposited and 
 processed in those offices. 

 Adding a Course  

 In the academic year, no student may enter a course (class or laboratory) after the 
 close of the first week of instruction. The instructor may make exceptions with the 
 approval of the department chair. Any instructor may refuse to accept a student after 
 the opening of any course if, in  his or her  their  judgment, too much subject matter 
 has already been covered. 

 Withdrawing from a Course  

 Withdrawing from a course  is a formal administrative  procedure; merely ceasing to 
 attend class is not the same as withdrawing from a course. Before withdrawing from 
 a course, a student should consult with  his or her  their  instructor and academic 
 adviser. A student may withdraw from a course after the first twenty (20) percent of 
 the course and, ordinarily, before the end of sixty (60) percent of the course (see the 
 academic calendar). A grade of W will appear on the student’s official record. 
 Refunds follow University policy, available via the Office of the Bursar’s website 
 at   OneStop Refunds  . 
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 ●  After the first twenty (20) percent of a course through the end of the first sixty (60) 
 percent, a student may withdraw from a course with a signature from the instructor. 

 ●  After sixty (60) percent of the course is complete, a student may no longer withdraw 
 from a course, unless a petition is approved by the Graduate Council. The petition 
 must include  the signatures of  approval from  the course instructor and the student’s 
 academic or divisional adviser  graduate program director or department chair  . The 
 petition must also describe and document the extenuating circumstances 
 (extraordinary circumstances usually beyond the student’s control) that form the 
 grounds of the petition. If the petition for withdrawal is approved, the student will be 
 withdrawn from the course with a grade of W. If the petition is not approved, the 
 student will be expected to remain in the course (see the policy “Grades and 
 Scholarship” section “Scholastic Regulations”). The withdrawal deadline is 5:00 p.m. 
 on the last Friday of the term’s classes. 

 ●  Only in rare circumstances will a petition to withdraw from a course after sixty (60) 
 percent of the course is complete be approved for reasons of academic performance 
 alone. 

 ●  When possible, a student should continue to attend class until the Graduate Council 
 has acted on their petition. Non-attendance does not void financial responsibility or a 
 grade of F. 

 If a student is found responsible of academic dishonesty in a class, and withdraws 
 from the class, the student will receive the grade of F for the class and a notation of 
 academic dishonesty will be posted directly beneath the class on the student’s 
 academic record. 

 Repeated Courses  

 A student may repeat any course for which no credit has been granted. A student 
 may repeat only once for credit a course in which credit has previously been earned. 
 All grades are counted in the cumulative average, but the credit hours earned in the 
 course will count only once toward graduation. This rule does not apply to those 
 courses designated by a department as being repeatable, nor does it supersede the 
 policy “Registration” section “Credit/No-Credit Courses” on repetition of 
 credit/no-credit courses. A student may, with the instructor’s permission, audit a 
 course in which hours have previously been received toward graduation (see the 
 policy “Registration” section “Auditing Courses”). 
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 Withdrawal from the University  

 Official Withdrawal 

 Officially withdrawing from the University is a formal administrative procedure; merely 
 ceasing to attend classes will not be considered an official withdrawal from the 
 University. 

 A student seeking to withdraw from the University must submit a formal request to 
 the University through the submission of an online form available on the   One Stop 
 website  . An international student in a nonimmigrant status should also obtain 
 permission from   International Student & Scholar Services  .  

 Students must submit their official withdrawal form for the requested term prior to 
 the published withdrawal deadline for that term. Students may refer to the   Academic 
 Calendar  on the   OneStop  website for guidance on the important academic dates, 
 including withdrawal deadlines. In addition, students who receive financial aid are 
 advised to contact their lenders and insurance agents to determine continued 
 eligibility for loan deferments and insurance coverage. 

 1.  If a student officially withdraws before the deadline to drop a class without a grade of 
 a semester or term as published in the Academic Calendar, no grades will be 
 recorded, excluding sprint courses completed or not yet begun prior to the date of 
 withdrawal from the University. Courses in which a final grade has been assigned 
 remain on the academic record. 

 2.  If a student officially withdraws from the University at any point after the deadline to 
 drop a class without a grade through the official withdrawal deadline of a semester or 
 term as stated on the Academic Calendar, the Office of the University Registrar shall 
 assign a grade of W in each course for which the student is registered, excluding 
 sprint courses completed or not yet begun prior to the date of withdrawal from the 
 University. Courses in which a final grade has been assigned remain on the academic 
 record. 

 3.  After the official withdrawal deadline as passed, a student may submit a petition to 
 Graduate Council to request withdrawal from the University.  Petitions should be 
 based on documented, extenuating, nonacademic reasons and must be submitted 
 during the federal financial aid compliance year. 
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 Official withdrawals are noted on a student’s academic record (transcript). Refunds 
 follow University policy, available via the   One Stop  website. 

 A student withdrawing from the University is required to file the online Student 
 Withdrawal and Cancellation Form. The withdrawal deadline for fall or spring 
 semester is 5:00 p.m. on the last Friday of the semester preceding final exam week. 
 The withdrawal deadline for summer or winter term is 5:00 p.m. of the last meeting 
 day of the course. Official withdrawals are noted on a student’s academic record 
 (transcript). Refunds follow University policy, available via the Office of 
 the   Bursar  website.   ¶ 

 Students should refer to the Academic Calendar on the One Stop website for 
 specific academic deadline dates. Students considering withdrawal from the 
 University are strongly encouraged to contact their lenders and insurance agents to 
 determine continued eligibility for loan deferments and insurance coverage.  ¶ 

 1.  If a student officially withdraws during the first 20 percent of any semester or term, no 
 grades will be recorded, excluding sprint courses completed or not yet begun prior to 
 the date of withdrawal from the University. Courses in which a final grade has been 
 assigned remain on the academic record.  ¶ 

 2.  If a student officially withdraws from the University at any point after 20 percent and 
 through the last class day of a semester or term, the Office of the University Registrar 
 shall assign a grade of W in each course for which the student is registered, 
 excluding sprint courses completed or not yet begun prior to the date of withdrawal 
 from the University. Courses in which a final grade has been assigned remain on the 
 academic record.  ¶ 

 3.  If a student officially withdraws from the University after 60 percent of a semester or 
 summer term (excludes winter term), and if the student wishes to re-enroll, the 
 student must submit a petition for re-enrollment to the Interdivisional Committee of 
 Advisors. The petition must include a description of the extenuating circumstances 
 (extraordinary circumstances usually beyond the student’s control) that form the 
 grounds of the petition.  ¶ 

 4.  If a student obtains a medical withdrawal certified by the Medical Director of Student 
 Health Service or Director of Student Counseling Service, the student will be allowed 
 to withdraw from the University without grades (see the “Voluntary Medical 
 Withdrawal” section). If a student obtains a military withdrawal, the provisions of the 
 section of this policy titled “Withdrawal from the University” apply.  ¶ 
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 Unofficial Withdrawal 

 If a student leaves the University without formally withdrawing resulting in failing 
 and/or non-completion grades recorded for all classes in the semester or term, 
 registrations in subsequent semesters or terms may be cancelled. The student may 
 submit a  petition  to the Graduate School  the Interdivisional Committee of Advisors  to 
 request consideration of a change in  his or her  their  record if the petition is submitted 
 during the federal financial aid compliance year. 

 Military Withdrawal 

 If a student obtains a military withdrawal, the provisions of the   Policy for the Enrolled 
 Students Who Are Called to Active Duty in the Armed Services  section apply. 

 Refund Policy for Enrolled Students Who are Called to Active 
 Duty in the Armed Services  ¶ 

 The following policies and procedures will assist enrolled students who may be 
 called to active duty in the armed forces. Further inquiries may be made to the Office 
 of the University Registrar, 118 CAB, (513) 529-8703.  ¶ 

 Student, spouse or as member of the Reserves or National 
 Guard  ¶ 

 A student who is called, or whose spouse or is called, to active duty in his or her 
 status as a member of the Reserves or the National Guard will be eligible for a refund 
 of certain fees, provided:  ¶ 

 1.  The active duty begins during the semester of current enrollment;  ¶ 

 2.  The student officially withdraws from classes;  ¶ 

 3.  The student provides documentation to the Office of the University Registrar that the 
 withdrawal is due to a call to active military duty;  ¶ 

 4.  No academic credit has been granted for the current semester of enrollment.  ¶ 

 Refund Policies 

 Instructional Fee, General Fee, Out-of-State Tuition, Miami Metro, Off-Campus 
 Information Services Fee, and Residence Hall Fee: If the withdrawal occurs during 
 the semester or term and the fees have been paid, and a refund of fees is due per 

 18 

the Interdivisional Committee of Advisors
his or her

Refund Policy for Enrolled Students Who are Called to Active
Duty in the Armed Services¶

The following policies and procedures will assist enrolled students who may be
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 the University refund schedule, a refund will be sent to the student. If fees have not 
 been paid or if other miscellaneous charges have not been paid, the amount of the 
 refund will be reduced by the amount outstanding. 

 Meal Plan Fees 

 If the withdrawal occurs during the semester or term and the fees have been paid, a 
 prorated refund will be given. Proration is calculated on a daily basis for the period 
 after the effective withdrawal date. If fees have not been paid or if other 
 miscellaneous charges have not been paid, the amount of the refund will be reduced 
 by the amount outstanding. 

 Notes 

 It is the student’s responsibility to initiate the withdrawal at the Office of the 
 University Registrar and to provide documentation of the call to active duty in the 
 armed services. The effective date of withdrawal will be the date the student submits 
 the withdrawal form to the Office of the University Registrar. The University may be 
 required to provide any refunds to a funding agent other than the student, such as 
 student financial aid programs. Grades will be recorded in accordance with the 
 current academic policy or deadlines (W grades). A notation of official withdrawal will 
 be recorded on the student’s academic record. Under certain conditions a student 
 may receive credit for courses being taken at the time of  his or her  their  withdrawal if 
 80 percent of the term has elapsed. Students interested in this provision should 
 consult the Office of the University Registrar. 

 The concept for a refund policy involving students called to active duty in the armed 
 forces was presented to the Board of Trustees in September of 1990; the document 
 can be reviewed by contacting the Office of the President. 

 Credit/No-Credit Courses 

 Students may take courses on a credit/no credit basis if the department gives its 
 permission. To receive credit ("CR1") in a graduate-level course, students must earn 
 at least a “B” in the course. A maximum of one fourth of the minimum hours required 
 for their graduate degree, excluding thesis or dissertation hours, may be taken on a 
 credit/no credit basis. 
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 Individualized Study Credit Hours 

 A student may take individualized study units for graduate-level credit by enrolling in 
 courses such as the following: 

 ●  Independent Reading 

 ●  Special Topics 

 ●  Special Studies 

 ●  Independent Study 

 ●  Special Problems 

 ●  Reading and Directed Research 

 ●  Directed Study and Research 

 These courses, however, must represent work at the graduate level. If individualized 
 learning will include attending a lower-level undergraduate course (those numbered 
 499 and lower), a student must complete additional supervised study or research 
 beyond the regular coursework to receive graduate credit. The additional study or 
 research must be designed to meet graduate level learning outcomes – simply 
 adding work is not sufficient to receive graduate credit. Please contact the Graduate 
 School for further information on learning outcomes required to award graduate 
 credit. 

 To register for individualized study, students should obtain an independent study 
 permit from their department office and have a faculty sponsor or adviser sign on the 
 form. Submit this form in person to the One Stop at  the Campus Avenue 
 Building  Nellie Craig Walker Hall, or email to onestop@miamioh.edu  . Registration for 
 independent study at the graduate level should be completed before Change of 
 Schedule ends. Independent study courses may not be added after the deadline for 
 withdrawing from a course with a grade of W (after completion of 60% of the term). 
 Graduate students are limited to five (5) hours of independent study a semester and 
 ten (10) hours for an academic year. 

 Audit Courses 

 Lecture and recitation courses may be audited without credit with the consent of the 
 instructor, and will not be counted under any rules establishing maximum registration 
 or enrollment status. 
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 The requirements for auditing a course are established by the instructor and may 
 include active participation by the student. An instructor may drop an auditing 
 student at any time during the semester if the student is not fulfilling the audit 
 requirements of a course. Full fees are assessed for auditing a course. A course can 
 be changed from credit to audit or audit to credit during the first sixty (60) percent of 
 the course (see the academic calendar). 

 Transfer Credit 

 If a student earned credit for graduate-level courses at another accredited graduate 
 school, he or she may be able to apply that credit toward the  graduate  degree 
 and/or graduate certificate  . To apply credits to the degree, a student must have 
 achieved the following: 

 ●  Received a “B” or better grade for the credits to be transferred. 

 ●  Taken the courses within five (5) years of the projected graduation date for the 
 master’s and Specialist in Education (Ed.S.) degrees, and within ten (10) years of the 
 projected graduation date for the doctorate degree. Note that these time limits do not 
 refer to the age of the credit at the time of transfer. 

 Students who received “pass” or “credit” evaluations for coursework can make a 
 request to the Petitions Committee of their academic division that those courses be 
 applied to their degree. No extension or correspondence work can be applied 
 toward a graduate degree. 

 Master’s degree candidates may transfer a maximum of one-third of the number of 
 credit hours required for the degree. For example, if a program requires thirty (30) 
 credit hours for the degree, students can transfer a maximum of ten (10) hours. Ed.S. 
 candidates may transfer a maximum of ten (10) credits earned after receiving a 
 master’s degree and before being admitted to an Ed.S. program. Doctoral students 
 may transfer a maximum of twelve (12) credit hours.  Students may transfer a 
 maximum of three (3) credit hours towards a graduate certificate. 

 In order for the credits to be applied to a student’s Miami record, the student  must 
 submit a Graduate Credit Transfer form (available on the Graduate School’s 
 webpage), which involves uploading an official transcript from the outside institution. 
 The form is routed to the student  ’s academic department  , who then indicate whether 
 they approve  must prepare a short memo stating that they are  accepting the 
 credit/credits and would like them to be applied to the student’s record.  This memo 
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 and an original transcript from the outside institution must be sent to  to the form is 
 then routed to  the Graduate School. Upon approval, the Graduate School will notify 
 the Office of the Registrar and the credits will be added to the student’s official 
 record. 

 Undergraduate Classes 

 Students needing to take undergraduate courses as prerequisites for a graduate 
 degree program, to receive state teacher licensure, or for other reasons, who have 
 already been admitted to Miami’s Graduate School, need to register for the class(es) 
 in the normal manner. Students that have not yet been admitted should contact the 
 Graduate School for admission information. Undergraduate courses do not count 
 toward the minimum required credits for graduate registration for a graduate award 
 holder unless the student has the approval of the Graduate School. 

 Graduate Students Dual Enrollment in Undergraduate Degree Programs 

 Current students who have previously earned a bachelor’s degree, shall not, without 
 the permission of the department chair(s), academic divisional dean(s), graduate 
 school dean, and provost, be allowed to enrolled in another degree program at the 
 undergraduate level. Per the Combined Bachelor’s/Master’s Degree policy, 
 combined students are considered undergraduate students and are not addressed in 
 this policy. 

 Registration Problems 

 When students go on leave, have changes in personal information, or do not fulfill 
 certain requirements for registration (such as paying fees on time), special 
 procedures should be followed. These are described below. 

 Student Status Reactivation 

 Occasionally students may sit out a semester. To reactive their student status, they 
 should fill out and submit the Application for Re-Enrollment  found on the 
 Re-Enrollment  at the following website  webpage.  :   Your Records  (  Reenrollment 
 Application  ) 

 Students will be notified via e-mail when they have been reactivated. 
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 Students who have not registered for two consecutive academic years will need to 
 re-apply for admission to the Graduate School. Continuing Graduate Status students 
 must reapply after a 5-year absence or no registration in that 5-year period. 

 Graduate degree programs that have been eliminated for ten or more years may not 
 be pursued, and degrees in programs eliminated for ten or more years may not be 
 conferred. 

 Registration Holds  

 Students may be prevented from registering for classes if they have not completed 
 requirements such as medical and academic records or if they have not settled their 
 Bursar’s account. For procedures on removing a specific registration hold, contact 
 the office associated with the hold preventing registration. Students may view holds 
 in  BannerWeb  Banner Self Service  to determine why the hold has been placed and 
 then contact the appropriate office. Typically, it will be either the Graduate School at 
 (513) 529-3734 or the OneStop. 

 Combined Bachelor’s/Master’s Degree 

 Departments and programs offering a master’s degree have the option of offering a 
 combined bachelors and master’s degree program. See the specific 
 department/program of interest for program and admission details. 

 ●  Admission Requirements: Miami students can express interest and apply in a 
 combined degree program anytime during their undergraduate career.  To matriculate 
 in the combined program, the Miami undergraduates must have Junior or Senior 
 standing and have a GPA of 3.00 or greater or meet the GPA requirement set by the 
 combined degree program. Students must complete the Graduate School application 
 for the desired program. Standard application and admission procedures shall be 
 used.  Both full- and part-time students may participate in the combined degree 
 program at a department’s discretion.  Regular time-limits for completing the 
 master’s degree apply to students in a combined degree program. 

 ●  Double Counting Graduate Hours: Departments or programs with a combined degree 
 option may allow students to double-count up to 9 hours of graduate course work 
 toward their undergraduate degree. With permission of the appropriate advisor(s) and 
 dean(s) or their designee(s), these students may count the graduate courses toward 
 their major, minor, electives, and university requirements.  
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 ●  A minimum of 145 credit hours is required for the combined degree program; 115 
 semester hour minimum for a bachelor’s degree and 30 credit hour minimum for a 
 master’s degree. 

 ●  Student Classification: Students in a combined degree program will remain 
 undergraduates until either (a) they complete all undergraduate degree requirements 
 and receive their undergraduate degree, or (b) they request the Graduate School 
 change their status from undergraduate to graduate (the student must have 
 completed a minimum of 124 or 128 total graduate and undergraduate credit hours, 
 depending on their catalog year, to make this request). Once the student meets one 
 of these two criteria, they will be classified as a graduate student. A student must be 
 classified as a graduate student in at least their final semester before the graduate 
 degree is awarded and cannot take all of their graduate credit hours with 
 undergraduate status. 

 ●  Graduation: Students must have graduate student status by the first day of the 
 semester in which they receive their graduate degree (e.g., they must have graduate 
 student status by the first day of spring semester if they will be receiving their 
 graduate degree in May). They may not receive both the undergraduate and graduate 
 degrees on the same date (degrees are conferred four times per year (i.e., January, 
 May, August, December). 

 ●  Withdrawal: Students may withdraw from the combined degree program by 
 completing a withdrawal form at the Graduate School. The student must note on the 
 withdrawal form that the student is withdrawing only from the master’s program and 
 wishes to retain their status in the undergraduate program. The student must also 
 notify the department of their decision to withdraw from the master’s program. 

 Permission for Undergraduate Students to Enroll in Graduate 
 Courses 

 Undergraduate students who have earned Junior or Senior standing and have a GPA 
 of 3.00 or greater and having matriculated undergraduate status, may request 
 permission to enroll in 500 or 600 level graduate courses. Students must obtain 
 permission from the instructor, the department chair, and the Dean of the Graduate 
 School.  Students may double-count up to 9 hours of graduate course work toward 
 their undergraduate degree.  With permission of the appropriate advisor(s) and 
 dean(s) or their designee(s), these students may count the graduate courses toward 
 their major, minor, electives, and university requirements.  Graduate courses taken in 
 this manner will be treated as graduate level CGS (non-degree) courses.  A 
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 maximum of 9 hours of graduate level continuing graduate status courses may count 
 toward a graduate degree program at Miami (see   Miami  Bulletin  ). 

 Permission for Undergraduate Students to Enroll in 
 Free-Standing Graduate Certificates 

 Undergraduate students who have earned Junior or Senior standing and have a GPA 
 of 3.00 or greater and having matriculated undergraduate status, may request 
 permission to enroll in a free-standing graduate certificate (i.e., a certificate approved 
 to be offered independent from a graduate degree program). Students must obtain 
 permission from the graduate certificate director and the Dean of the Graduate 
 School.  Students may double-count up to 9 hours of graduate course work toward 
 their undergraduate degree.  With permission of the appropriate advisor(s) and 
 dean(s) or their designee(s), these students may count the graduate courses toward 
 their major, minor, electives, and university requirements. 

 Effective Date:  August 26, 2024 

 Responsible Parties:  The Graduate School 

 Implementation Procedures and Timeline:  The policy  library will be updated in August, and 
 the Graduate School will update any relevant pages on our website accordingly (e.g., to 
 reflect the changes related to graduate certificates). The Graduate School will also work with 
 other relevant offices and individuals to ensure timely and effective implementation. 

 Additional Resources and Procedures: 
 N/A 
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 SR 24-14 
 Doctoral Time Limits Policy Proposal 

 April 15, 2024 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that University Senate approves changes to the Doctoral Time Limits Policy 
 Proposal as outlined below: 

 Rationale:  In the policy library, there is currently  a slightly different way in which time limits to 

 degree completion are defined for doctoral students versus master’s students. Doctoral 

 students are required to complete degree requirements within 10 years of the first course in 

 their doctoral program, and master’s degree students are required to complete degree 

 requirements within 5 years of their first course in the master’s degree program. However, for 

 master’s students (but not doctoral students), the policy also includes this note: 

 “  Note: Students have until December 31  st   of the fifth  year to complete the degree. For 
 example, a student first registering in the summer of 2022 has through December of 2027 to 
 complete the degree.  ” This means that depending on  the timing of their first course, master’s 

 students could have more than 5 calendar years from the start date. After discussion in 

 Graduate Council, it seems that including similar language for doctoral students will improve 

 consistency, reduce confusion, and reduce the number of petitions requesting a time limit 

 extension, while still retaining the rigor and timeliness of the degree. 

 Covered Parties:  Graduate students. 

 Defined Terms:  N/A 

 Proposed New or Revised Policy (Clean Version): 

 Time Limits for Degree Completion  
 Students must complete coursework, pass the comprehensive examination, 
 complete their dissertation and pass the final examination within ten (10) years of 
 completing their first course in the doctoral program. 

 Note: Students have until December 31  st   of the tenth  year to complete the degree. For 
 example, a student first registering in the summer of 2022 has through December of 2032 to 
 complete the degree 

 Proposed Revised Policy (Marked Up Version): 

 1 
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 Time Limits for Degree Completion  
 Students must complete coursework, pass the comprehensive examination, 
 complete their dissertation and pass the final examination within ten (10) years of 
 completing their first course in the doctoral program. 

 Note: Students have until December 31  st   of the tenth year to complete the degree. For 
 example, a student first registering in the summer of 2022 has through December of 2032 to 
 complete the degree. 

 Effective Date:  August 26, 2024 

 Responsible Parties:  The Graduate School 

 Implementation Procedures and Timeline:  The Graduate  School will disseminate this 
 information to the relevant programs, departments, and offices. 

 Additional Resources and Procedures: 
 N/A 

 2 
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 SR 24-15 
 Sense of the Senate: Department of Comparative Religion Elimination Process 

 Coordinator Recommendations 
 April 22, 2024 

 Whereas we affirm that University Senate is the legisla ve body of the University in ma ers involving 
 educa onal programs, requirements, and standards – including ma ers of curriculum, programs, and 
 course offerings – as delegated by the University’s Board of Trustees; 

 Whereas we are reminded of our “Sense of the Senate: Department of Compara ve Religion 
 Elimina on” that was adopted on February 26, 2024, especially our acknowledgment that the faculty 
 and staff in the Department of Compara ve Religion are ac ng to preserve the academic study of 
 religion at Miami; 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that University Senate accepts the recommenda ons of the Process Coordinator 
 for Compara ve Religion as reported to Senate on April 15, 2024 and as outlined below: 

 ●  The elimina on of the Department of Compara ve Religion as a result of its low-enrolled major 
 and ins tu onal re-priori za ons 

 ●  The re-housing of faculty from Compara ve Religion in other departments of the College of Arts 
 and Science where their interests will align and where they can con nue to teach and research 
 the relevance of religion in today’s world 

 ●  The proposal and establishment of the proposed Center for the Study of Religion, Policy, and 
 Public Life to maintain the future of the teaching and research of religion at Miami 

 1 
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 SR 24-16 
 Proposed Policy Change: Teaching, Clinical Professors, & Lecturers (TCPLs) 

 April 29, 2024 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that University Senate approves changes to the  Proposed Policy 

 Change: Teaching, Clinical Professors, & Lecturers (TCPLs)  as outlined below: 

 Policy Title:  Teaching, Clinical Professors, & Lecturers  (TCPLs) 

 Rationale:  The College of Education, Health, and Society  (EHS) has many professional and 

 clinical programs. Particularly with the addition of some of our newer professionally-focused 

 graduate programs (e.g., counseling, athletic training), our current 26% TCPL cap does not 

 provide us with enough flexibility to hire needed continuing faculty in some of our programs. 

 This proposal is requesting to increase our cap from 26% to 29%, which would put us at the 

 same level as CCA, CEC, FSB, and CLAAS. 

 Proposed New Policy (Marked Up Version): 

 Limitation on Number of Lecturers and Teaching 
 Faculty  
 TCPLs may not exceed the following percentages of continuing faculty (full-time 
 TCPL and Tenure/Tenure Track) within each division: 

 ●  CAS:  23.0% 

 ●  CCA:  29.0% 

 ●  EHS:  2  9  6  .0% 

 ●  CEC:  29.0% 

 ●  FSB: 29.0% 

 ●  CLAAS: 29.0% 

 Proposed New Policy (Clean Version): 

 Limitation on Number of Lecturers and Teaching 
 Faculty  
 TCPLs may not exceed the following percentages of continuing faculty (full-time 
 TCPL and Tenure/Tenure Track) within each division: 

 ●  CAS:  23.0% 

 1 
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 ●  CCA:  29.0% 

 ●  EHS:  29.0% 

 ●  CEC:  29.0% 

 ●  FSB: 29.0% 

 ●  CLAAS: 29.0% 

 Effective Date:  August 26, 2024 

 2 
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 SR 24-17 
 Senate A endance Policy 

 April 29, 2024 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that University Senate approves changes to the  Standing Rules  , Mee ng 
 Procedures of University Senate as outlined below 

 1.  When  an at-large faculty  Any  member of University  Senate  who  is unable to 

 attend meetings of Senate for a semester or longer because of a 

 leave-of-absence or other reasons  should notify the  Secretary of University 

 Senate as soon as possible. When the absence is the result of an authorized 

 leave,  Senate Executive Committee  will work with the  Governance Committee to 

 find someone to temporarily fill the seat during the senator’s leave. If the absence 

 is unauthorized  ,  his or her seat shall be declared  vacant.  The Governance 
 Committee will be notified to fill faculty vacancies by the appropriate process. 
 The Chief of Staff will be notified to fill Presidential Appointee vacancies and 
 CPAC or UPAC will be notified by the Secretary of Senate and the Staff 
 representative of the Senate Executive Committee to fill the CPAC or UPAC 
 vacancy  .  The Associated Student Government or Graduate  Student Association 
 will be notified to fill student vacancies.  A vacancy  for an at-large faculty member 

 of University Senate  will be filled by the candidate  (who had not been previously 

 elected) who receives the largest number of votes when the ballots are 

 re-tabulated after the votes for the person who has resigned have been deleted 

 and those votes are reassigned.  At-large senators  who expect to be unable to 

 attend meetings of Senate for a full semester or more should notify the Secretary 

 of University Senate as soon as possible  . The name  of the faculty member who 

 is replaced shall be undeleted when the faculty member becomes available for 

 service and thereby becomes eligible for election, should future vacancies occur 

 prior to the next all-University election for at-large faculty members of Senate. 

 (Approved SR88-56C, April 18, 1988) 

 (Amended, SR99-1, August 31, 1998) 

 2.  Upon three (3) absences of a member of Senate from regularly scheduled 
 meetings of Senate during a semester, the Executive Committee of University 
 Senate  will notify the senator of the absences and  extend an invitation to the 
 senator to discuss the absences in a session of Senate Executive Committee. 
 the Secretary of University Senate shall be directed to report said absences to 

 1 
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 the constituency of the member of Senate  .  In the case of student members of 

 Senate, said report shall be reported to the executive cabinet of the Associated 

 Student Government or the Graduate Student Association.  Upon  the fourth 
 absence  six (6) absences  of a member of Senate during  the semester, the 
 Secretary of University Senate shall be directed to report said absences to the 
 constituency of the member of Senate. In the case of at-large faculty members of 
 Senate,  Presidential Appointee  , or staff senators,  said report shall be reported to 
 the Chair of the Executive Committee of University Senate. In the case of student 
 members of Senate, said report shall be reported to the executive cabinet of the 
 Associated Student Government or the Graduate Student Association. Then, 
 Senate shall consider a motion to declare said member’s seat to be vacant and 
 to direct the Governance Committee to fill  faculty  vacancies by the appropriate 
 process,  the Chief of Staff to fill Presidential Appointee  vacancies,  CPAC or UPAC to 

 fill  staff vacancies, and the Associated Student Government  or Graduate Student 
 Association to fill student vacancies  . At-Large Senator  vacancies will be filled as 
 described in Part 1. 

 2 
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 SR 24-18 
 Administration of Graduate Awards: Time Limits 

 April 29, 2024 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that University Senate approves changes to the Administra on of Graduate 
 Awards: Time Limits as outlined below: 

 Rationale: 

 Issue #2: Address the need to permit MFA students to be eligible for 3 years of 
 support from graduate assistantships 

 The current policy regarding the  Administration of  Graduate Awards  describes time limits 

 for graduate assistantships for students in master’s programs and doctoral programs 

 that roughly correlate to the time required to complete these degrees. The MFA in Art 

 and Master of Architecture programs, however, are designed as 3-year graduate 

 programs and would benefit from a policy change to extend eligibility for GA 

 appointments up to 3 years. Students in these programs have petitioned in the past for 

 an additional year of eligibility for GA appointments. Adding language to the 

 Administration of Graduate Awards policy, under the heading Time Limits for Graduate 

 Awards that specifies this limit would allow MFA and Master of Architecture programs to 

 be eligible for GA appointments for a 3rd year without the need for a petition. 

 One example of the problem that exists is that, when recruiting prospective MFA 

 students, the Dept of Art wishes to be transparent regarding this policy and articulates 

 that Master's degree students are limited to two years of support and can petition for a 

 3rd year. This conveys the message that a 3  rd  year  of eligibility is uncertain which may 

 influence a prospective student’s decision to confirm admission. A similar issue exists for 

 students in the Master of Architecture III program. 

 Covered Parties:  Graduate students. 

 Defined Terms:  N/A 

 Proposed Revised Policy (Marked Up Version): 

 Nomination of Graduate Award Candidates 
 Graduate Directors submit the graduate award nominations using the electronic 

 nomination process to the divisional dean for approval. When a graduate award has 

 1 
 received all necessary approvals, the Academic Personnel Office will process the 
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 award. When the Dean of the Graduate School approves the award nomination, an 

 appointment letter will be sent to the student, with copies sent to the appropriate chair or 

 supervisor and the divisional dean. 

 After April 15  th  , departments should not recommend  the appointment of a student 

 known to have accepted an appointment elsewhere unless the department has written 

 evidence that the student has been officially released from the previous commitment. 

 This is in accordance with the resolution of the Council of Graduate Schools in the 

 United States, to which Miami University is a signatory. 

 Time Limits for Graduate Awards 
 Graduate assistantships awarded to students admitted to a master’s program at Miami 

 University may be appointed for one additional year for a maximum of two years of 

 support. 

 Graduate  assistantships  awarded  to  students  admitted  to  a  Master  of  Fine  Arts  or  three 

 year  Master  of  Architecture  program  may  be  appointed  for  up  to  two  additional  years  for 

 a maximum of three years of support. 

 Regardless of source of support, students enrolled in a doctoral program may receive 

 the following: 

 Financial support from graduate assistantships and dissertation scholarships for a total 

 of four years beyond receipt of a master’s degree, or 

 Six (6) years of support beyond the bachelor’s degree if admitted directly into a doctoral 

 program at Miami University. 

 Procedures for Award Recipients 
 Upon receipt of their award notice, students must do the following to facilitate their 

 registration and compensation: 

 ● Complete the medical history form and have a tuberculin test or chest X-ray if 

 students are first-time appointees. Graduate students are required to complete 

 the Miami medical history form. Proof of immunity to Measles, Mumps, and 

 Rubella is required if students were born after January 1, 1957. Students with 

 2 
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 graduate awards are required to have a tuberculin test within six (6) months of 

 admission. The Student Health Service offers the tuberculin test at no charge 

 and a chest X-ray for a nominal fee. A student who has a positive tuberculin test 

 must have a chest X-ray. International students must have an annual tuberculin 

 test and/or a chest X-ray. 

 ● Complete the necessary payroll forms, including the Immigration and 

 Naturalization Service forms (and provide the necessary documents); this can be 

 done during the Graduate Student Orientation in mid-August or in the Academic 

 Personnel Office, 1 Roudebush Hall. If students do not complete these forms, 

 their end-of-August payroll check will not be issued. 

 Payroll and Tax Information 
 The University requires automatic paycheck deposit for all employees, including 

 graduate award holders for the academic year and for the summer sessions. Graduate 

 Assistants will receive paychecks on the last business day of each month they are to be 

 paid. 

 ● Academic year appointment: half month pay for August and May; full month pay 

 September through April 

 ● Fall semester appointment: Half month pay for August, four monthly payments 

 September through December 

 ● Spring semester appointment: If student is a new GA, half month for January; full 

 month pay February through April. If student is a current GA, four full months 

 January through April, half month pay in May. 

 Taxable Income 

 Depending on individual circumstances, students’ stipend is subject to withholding for 

 Federal and Ohio income taxes and the Oxford earnings tax. Students must complete 

 and sign a W-4 form (computer card) during the Graduate Student Orientation or at the 

 Payroll Office, 2 Roudebush Hall, designating their withholding allowances; this 

 information is needed by the Payroll Department, which determines the amount to 

 withhold from stipend checks. If students do not complete this form on time, their payroll 

 check will not be issued. 
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 3 
 Under the current federal tax regulations (The Tax Reform Act of 1986), the IRS may 

 determine that tuition waivers for graduate award holders are taxable. As of this writing, 

 tuition waivers provided through graduate awards (assistantships and scholarships) 

 have been exempted from this tax up to $5,250.00. 

 Tax Liabilities 

 If students can be claimed as a dependent on another person’s tax return, they may not 

 be exempt from Federal Income Tax liability. Students cannot claim exempt status if 

 they have any non-wage income, such as interest on savings, and expect their wages 

 plus non-wage income to add up to more than $500.00. 

 Residents of Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, or West Virginia may elect to 

 pay state income tax in that state and be exempted from the withholding of Ohio Income 

 Tax by notifying the Payroll Department. Otherwise, they must pay state income tax in 

 Ohio. 

 Compensation earned at the Oxford Campus is subject to deduction of a one and three 

 fourths percent (1.75%) earnings tax for the City of Oxford. Compensation earned at the 

 Hamilton Campus is subject to the deduction of two percent (2%) earnings tax. 

 Compensation earned at the Middletown Campus is subject to the deduction of one and 

 one-half percent (1.5%) earnings tax. If students currently reside within the city limits of 

 Cincinnati or Fairfield, or other municipality that has an earning tax, they should contact 

 the Payroll Office to insure the deduction of the  proper city tax. 

 Proposed New or Revised Policy (Clean Version): 

 Nomination of Graduate Award Candidates 
 Graduate Directors submit the graduate award nominations using the electronic 

 nomination process to the divisional dean for approval. When a graduate award has 

 received all necessary approvals, the Academic Personnel Office will process the 

 award. When the Dean of the Graduate School approves the award nomination, an 

 appointment letter will be sent to the student, with copies sent to the appropriate chair or 
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 supervisor and the divisional dean. 

 4 
 After April 15  th  , departments should not recommend  the appointment of a student 

 known to have accepted an appointment elsewhere unless the department has written 

 evidence that the student has been officially released from the previous commitment. 

 This is in accordance with the resolution of the Council of Graduate Schools in the 

 United States, to which Miami University is a signatory. 

 Time Limits for Graduate Awards 
 Graduate assistantships awarded to students admitted to a master’s program at Miami 

 University may be appointed for one additional year for a maximum of two years of 

 support. 

 Graduate  assistantships  awarded  to  students  admitted  to  a  Master  of  Fine  Arts  or  three 

 year  Master  of  Architecture  program  may  be  appointed  for  up  to  two  additional  years  for 

 a maximum of three years of support. 

 Regardless of source of support, students enrolled in a doctoral program may receive 

 the following: 

 Financial support from graduate assistantships and dissertation scholarships for a total 

 of four years beyond receipt of a master’s degree, or 

 Six (6) years of support beyond the bachelor’s degree if admitted directly into a doctoral 

 program at Miami University. 

 Procedures for Award Recipients 
 Upon receipt of their award notice, students must do the following to facilitate their 

 registration and compensation: 

 ● Complete the medical history form and have a tuberculin test or chest X-ray if 

 students are first-time appointees. Graduate students are required to complete 

 the Miami medical history form. Proof of immunity to Measles, Mumps, and 

 Rubella is required if students were born after January 1, 1957. Students with 
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 graduate awards are required to have a tuberculin test within six (6) months of 

 admission. The Student Health Service offers the tuberculin test at no charge 

 and a chest X-ray for a nominal fee. A student who has a positive tuberculin test 

 must have a chest X-ray. International students must have an annual tuberculin 

 test and/or a chest X-ray. 

 5 
 ● Complete the necessary payroll forms, including the Immigration and 

 Naturalization Service forms (and provide the necessary documents); this can be 

 done during the Graduate Student Orientation in mid-August or in the Academic 

 Personnel Office, 1 Roudebush Hall. If students do not complete these forms, 

 their end-of-August payroll check will not be issued. 

 Payroll and Tax Information 
 The University requires automatic paycheck deposit for all employees, including 

 graduate award holders for the academic year and for the summer sessions. Graduate 

 Assistants will receive paychecks on the last business day of each month they are to be 

 paid. 

 ● Academic year appointment: half month pay for August and May; full month pay 

 September through April 

 ● Fall semester appointment: Half month pay for August, four monthly payments 

 September through December 

 ● Spring semester appointment: If student is a new GA, half month for January; full 

 month pay February through April. If student is a current GA, four full months 

 January through April, half month pay in May. 

 Taxable Income 

 Depending on individual circumstances, students’ stipend is subject to withholding for 

 Federal and Ohio income taxes and the Oxford earnings tax. Students must complete 

 and sign a W-4 form (computer card) during the Graduate Student Orientation or at the 

 Payroll Office, 2 Roudebush Hall, designating their withholding allowances; this 

 information is needed by the Payroll Department, which determines the amount to 

 withhold from stipend checks. If students do not complete this form on time, their payroll 

 check will not be issued. 

 Under the current federal tax regulations (The Tax Reform Act of 1986), the IRS may 
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 determine that tuition waivers for graduate award holders are taxable. As of this writing, 

 tuition waivers provided through graduate awards (assistantships and scholarships) 

 have been exempted from this tax up to $5,250.00. 

 Tax Liabilities 

 6 
 If students can be claimed as a dependent on another person’s tax return, they may not 

 be exempt from Federal Income Tax liability. Students cannot claim exempt status if 

 they have any non-wage income, such as interest on savings, and expect their wages 

 plus non-wage income to add up to more than $500.00. 

 Residents of Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, or West Virginia may elect to 

 pay state income tax in that state and be exempted from the withholding of Ohio Income 

 Tax by notifying the Payroll Department. Otherwise, they must pay state income tax in 

 Ohio. 

 Compensation earned at the Oxford Campus is subject to deduction of a one and three 

 fourths percent (1.75%) earnings tax for the City of Oxford. Compensation earned at the 

 Hamilton Campus is subject to the deduction of two percent (2%) earnings tax. 

 Compensation earned at the Middletown Campus is subject to the deduction of one and 

 one-half percent (1.5%) earnings tax. If students currently reside within the city limits of 

 Cincinnati or Fairfield, or other municipality that has an earning tax, they should contact 

 the Payroll Office to insure the deduction of the  proper city tax. 

 Effective Date:  August 26, 2024 

 Responsible Parties:  The Graduate School 

 Implementation Procedures and Timeline:  The policy  library will be updated in August, and 

 the Graduate School will update any relevant pages on our website accordingly. The Graduate 

 School will also work with other relevant offices and individuals to ensure timely and effective 

 implementation. 

 Additional Resources and Procedures: 
 N/A 
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 SR 24-19 
 Appointment to Standing and Advisory Committee of University Senate 

 May 06, 2024 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that University Senate confirm the 2024-2025 appointments to 

 open seats of the standing and advisory committees of University Senate; and 

 BE IT FURTHERMORE RESOLVED that Senate authorizes Senate Executive Committee to 

 confirm remaining 2024-2025 appointments to the standing and advisory committees of 

 University Senate 
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Student Wellness at Miami
Presented by the Office of Student Wellness and HAWKS Peer Education
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Peer Education
An evidence-based process whereby 
well-trained, motivated students 
undertake informal or organized 
educational activities with their peers, 
aimed at developing their knowledge, 
attitudes, beliefs, and skills enabling them 
to be responsible for and to protect their 
own health.
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Peer Education Teams
Office of Student Wellness:

● HAWKS Peer Health Educators
● Suicide Prevention Health Educators
● Its On Us Sexual Assault Prevention 

Educators
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The Power of Partnership
● Allyship
● Increased capacity
● Culture change
● Relationship building and trust
● Unity and shared messaging

66/710



Stephanie Selvaggio
● Junior, Nutrition and Dietetics major
● Second year in HAWKS

○ Recruitment chair
○ Incoming VP for university 

programs
● Also in Chi Omega sorority, and Student Academy of Nutrition 

and Dietetics
● Aiming for a Masters of Kinesiology, Nutrition, and Health; want 

to become a registered dietitian
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● Freedom: Respect that each person has inherent freedom to 
choose and make decisions for themselves.

● Information: Present factual, relevant information that 
influences students to think critically about their choices and 
possibly challenges their beliefs.

● Reflect: Ask students to reflect on their values, choices, and 
protective actions they will take.

● Engage: Strive to engage students in the learning process, 
helping them see the relevance and importance of their choices.

Our Philosophy: FIRE
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Programming Focus Areas
● Bystander Intervention
● Substance use
● Mental health promotion
● Sexual health
● Sexual assault prevention
● Nutrition and healthy behaviors
● General wellness
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● Deliver health, wellness, and safety 
messaging 

● Door-to-door off campus, twice per 
semester

● Sense of neighborly connection
● Includes written communications, 

freebies, and resources from a variety of 
university partners.

City of Oxford: HAWKS Walks
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Fraternity and Sorority Life
Greeks Step Up!

● Step Up Bystander Intervention training 
● Specific to the student experience in 

the Greek community
● Partnership with Panhellenic and 

Interfraternity Council

71/710



Athletics
Sexual Assault Prevention 
Programming

● Annual program
● Fall 2023: Students Fight Back
● Over 600 athletes participate
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Academics
Step Up Bystander Intervention
● First-year experience courses
● Over 95% of first-year students
● Online program with in-class 

discussions
● Campus wide campaign to coincide 

with course delivery
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Stephanie Selvaggio, HAWK Peer Health Educator
Rebecca Young, Director of Office of Student Wellness

Thank you!
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UCM Update and Marketing ROI
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Introduction | Topics
UCM update
● Operational Improvements

● Team Highlights: Graphic Design, News, Social Media

Advertising ROI: Undergraduate 
● Context

● Applications, Confirms

Looking Forward
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UCM Update
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Operational Improvements
● Project management

○ New project management tool

○ Ability to resources plan

○ Linked to key industry partners

● Transparent budget model

● Cross-team committees

● Career pathway planning
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Graphic Design Spotlight: CEC Displays
B

E
F

O
R

E

CONCEPT
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Marketing Spotlight: Graduate Enrollment

2024
2022 2023

2021

Data as of 5/5/24
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News Spotlight: Faculty Expertise
● 39 articles

● 22 faculty authors

● 170 Publishers

● 1,042,000 reads
CONCEPT

● Concept: Book for 
peer influence 
campaign
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Social Media Spotlight: TikTok

● May 2022 - Miami 

University launches official 

@miamiuniv TikTok 

account.

● August 2023 - strategy 

moves in-house to focus 

effort on building intern 

program and campus 

partnerships.

● May 2024 - Video views up 

3,525% at 106M YOY = 

more brand exposure. 

Nearly 38% of total 
followers are 18-24 years 

old and/or live in U.S.
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By The Numbers

Followers 84.4K      
1,772% YOY

Organic Impressions 106M
3,525% YOY

Organic Engagements 1.4M
837% YOY

Organic Comments 9.5K
386% YOY

Organic Shares 35K
375% YOY
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Advertising ROI: 
Undergraduate Applications
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Context: History of Ad Spend and Strategy
● Began comprehensive approach in 2021

○ Partnered with EMSS to conduct 3E enrollment market research 

○ Dedicated more budget to support marketing (still below industry avg)

○ Refined OOS Strategy

○ Direct mail to sophomores 

● FY22

○ Partnered with Carnegie Dartlet

○ Conducted brand research

○ More consistent communication with sophomores

● FY23

○ Developed and implemented personas/archetypes for segmentation (Darts)

○ Observed increased App/Confirm/NTR in MSAs with advertising
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Context: Out-of-State Outcomes (FY23)
Primary Market: Chicago

● Applications increased 20.2%

● Admits increased 17.1%

● Confirms increased 15.2%

Tertiary Market: Connecticut

● Applications increased 20.5%

● Admits increased 16.4%

● Confirms increased 17.0%
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Context: Competitive Landscape

Digital advertising spend (since 2020)

• $1.3M annually = Avg. Miami 

• $4M annually = Avg. Midwest Public* 

* similar size and reputation 89/710



Context: Current Ad Spend and Strategy
● FY24

○ Increased marketing spend to saturate markets; saturate Ohio

○ Increased spend on traditional and digital advertising 

○ Unified brand and enrollment strategy (awareness, saturation) 

○ Created new high-impact content 

○ Increased parent/family outreach 

● Planned for FY25

○ Continue to saturate markets, expand geographies (South, West)

○ Continue increased spend level of traditional and digital advertising

○ Implement MiamiTHRIVE recommendations

○ Further audience segmentation  

○ Improve international marketing  

○ Sustain/Increase airport buys90/710



Traditional Advertising

Billboards/Bus Shelters: 

● Cincinnati 

● Chicago 

● New Haven

Airport:

● None

TV:

● Cincinnati 

Radio: 

● Cincinnati 

● Cleveland 

● Columbus

Billboards/Bus 

Shelters/Malls: 

● Cincinnati 

● Cleveland 

● Chicago 

● Columbus 

● Detroit 

● Minneapolis/St. Paul

● Nashville 

● New Haven 

● Pittsburgh 

Airport:

● Cincinnati

● Chicago (O’Hare)

● Minneapolis/St. Paul

TV:

● Cincinnati 

● Chicago 

● Detroit 

● Minneapolis/St. Paul

● Nashville 

● New Haven 

● Pittsburgh

Radio:

● Cincinnati 

● Cleveland 

● Columbus

● Dayton

FY 23 FY 24
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Digital Advertising Channels and Cities 2024 

Northeast and Mid-Atlantic
Boston, MA

Buffalo, NY 

Bridgeport/Stamford/Norwalk/New Haven, CT 

Philadelphia, PA

DC/VA/MD

Baltimore, MD

Pittsburgh, PA

Newark, NJ/PA area 

Nassau and Suffolk counties, NY 

White Plains NY/NJ

South
Atlanta, GA

Charlotte, NC

Louisville, KY

Nashville, TN

West
LA/Long Beach/Glendale/San Diego, CA

Denver, CO

Midwest
All Ohio

Chicago, IL

Detroit, MI, 

Elgin, IL

Indianapolis, IN

Lake and Kenosha Counties, WI 

Milwaukee, WI 

Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN 

St. Louis, MO 
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Results
FY22-24: digital advertising in 19 states and 36 MSAs; traditional 
advertising in 6 states and 13 MSAs

● Applications have increased in every state where we have 
advertised except CO

● Since 2022, applications are up more than 20% in 12 of 19 
states 

● Still examining advertising influence on yield 

● Positive trends suggest expanding continuing level of 
saturation and expanding geographic reach
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Advertising and Applications by State
State 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 % since 22

Indiana 981 979 1121 1167 1444 1660 42.25%

Massachusetts 503 450 480 417 464 563 35.01%

North Carolina 173 173 201 222 269 299 34.68%

Kentucky 496 490 589 517 659 684 32.30%

Connecticut 512 595 515 409 493 536 31.05%

Tennessee 256 192 240 185 196 241 30.27%

Pennsylvania 617 655 657 668 747 844 26.35%

New Jersey 612 474 480 401 437 503 25.44%

Illinois 3228 3305 3562 3332 4007 4107 23.26%

Wisconsin 208 227 262 227 234 277 22.03%

Michigan 943 873 1090 1046 1175 1273 21.70%

New York 717 691 723 725 781 880 21.38%

Georgia 215 232 263 262 271 310 18.32%

Ohio 12498 12624 14443 15273 16469 17846 16.85%

California 670 668 552 511 545 541 5.87%

DC/Md/Va 831 922 946 813 833 848 4.31%

Missouri 428 463 469 456 469 475 4.17%

Colorado 363 297 379 345 368 345 0.00%

Minnesota 283 332 354 412 389 405 -1.70%
Data as of 5/5/24

Green = Digital only

Blue = Digital + Traditional 

● States previously 

in decline: MA, 

CT, TN, NJ, CA

● Other states 

stagnant

● Continued growth 

in all states in ‘24 

w/advertising  

except CO and CA 

(4 apps fewer) 
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Closer Look

● Inflection point in 

2022 as marketing 

strategy began to 

mature and take 

root 

● MA was falling at 

avg rate of 6.9%; if 

continued, we’d 

expect apps 

around 300 (vs 

563 today)

Data as of 5/5/24
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Traditional Advertising and Applications by MSA
MSA (Date Feb. 13) State 2021 2022 2023 2024

Since 
2022

Since 
2023

CT NONMETROPOLITAN AREA CT 7 3 5 9 200.00% 80.00%

Hartford-West Hartford-East 
Hartford

CT
65 43 43 54 25.58% 25.58%

Nashville-Davidson-
Murfreesboro-Franklin

TN
173 129 126 147 13.95% 16.67%

Dayton OH 1,136 1,280 1,412 1,614 26.09% 14.31%

Pittsburgh PA 457 461 515 586 27.11% 13.79%

Detroit-Warren-Livonia MI 675 672 741 831 23.66% 12.15%

Springfield OH 97 127 89 99 -22.05% 11.24%

Columbus OH 3,177 3,265 3,434 3,727 14.15% 8.53%

Cincinnati-Middletown OH-KY-IN 4,475 4,679 5,028 5,452 16.52% 8.43%

Cleveland-Elyria-Mentor OH 2,737 2,857 3,055 3,259 14.07% 6.68%

Bridgeport-Stamford-Norwalk CT 399 336 411 436 29.76% 6.08%

Minneapolis-St. Paul-
Bloomington

MN-WI
344 395 379 396 0.25% 4.49%

Chicago-Naperville-Joliet IL-IN-WI 3,477 3,250 3,897 4,008 23.32% 2.85%

New Haven-Milford CT 40 22 30 29 31.82% -3.33%

● New for FY24: 

Nashville, 

Dayton, 

Pittsburgh, 

Detroit, 

Springfield, 

Minneapolis

● Trend lines 

suggest 

continuing 

traditional and 

digital pairings

Data as of 2/13/24
96/710



Advertising Halo 
Effect and 
Applications

MSA (Date Feb. 13) State 2023 2024 % Since 2021

Clarksville TN-KY 5 13 1200.00%

Athens-Clark County GA 1 4 300.00%

IL NONMETRO IL 12 22 266.67%

Pueblo CO 2 3 200.00%

Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton PA-NJ 19 32 166.67%

GA NONMETRO GA 9 20 150.00%

NY NONMETRO NY 33 62 138.46%

Altoona PA 0 2 100.00%

Elizabethtown KY 2 4 100.00%

MA NONMETRO MA 7 4 100.00%

Kankakee-Bradley IL 8 9 80.00%

NC NONMETRO NC 20 19 72.73%

WI NONMETRO WI 16 22 69.23%

Rochester NY 69 94 54.10%

Greensboro-High Point NC 10 15 50.00%

Winston-Salem NC 4 9 50.00%

Madison WI 29 38 35.71%

TN NONMETRO TN 10 8 33.33%

● 75% of MSAs 

immediately 

surrounding 

targeted MSAs 

also increased 

applications since 

2021 

Data as of 2/13/24 97/710



*PRELIMINARY*: Advertising and Confirms by State

Data as of 5/4/24

Green = Digital only

Blue = Digital + Traditional 

● Not final numbers
● Advertised in 17 of 19 

states with highest #s 

of confirms

● Most significant growth 

in states with 

advertising

State 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 5/14/2024 % since 23

Massachusetts 67 64 64 56 39 54 38.46%

Wisconsin 32 29 27 33 24 31 29.17%

Michigan 129 81 129 120 114 145 27.19%

New York 85 57 80 71 64 79 23.44%

Minnesota 41 51 55 49 43 51 18.60%

Florida 15 19 18 21 23 26 13.04%

Indiana 89 85 140 123 131 143 9.16%

Pennsylvania 64 67 92 87 67 73 8.96%

Maryland 63 53 57 52 39 42 7.69%

New Jersey 68 61 41 35 44 47 6.82%

Ohio 2615 2276 2955 2559 2541 2618 3.03%
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Looking Forward
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Looking Forward
● Continue to saturate markets, expand geographies (South, 

West)

● Continue increased spend level of traditional and digital 

advertising

● Implement MiamiTHRIVE recommendations

● Further audience segmentation  

● Improve international marketing  

● Sustain/Increase airport ad buys
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Projects in Development: Web Translation
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Projects in Development: ROI-heavy Web 
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Projects in Development: Pride Points Materials

● 2 minute video

● 30-sec PSA

● Multiple 15-sec vignettes for social

● Series of one pagers

● “Elevator Speech”

● Customizable presentation slides
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Projects in Development: Blog
CONCEPT

● Authentic, Miami University blog that 

educates, informs, and entertains 

prospective Miami University students 

and families

● Content marketing

○ Learning about, and preparing for, 

college (Top-of-Funnel) 

○ The College and Miami Experience 

(Middle-of-Funnel) 

○ Miami University and College 

Outcomes (Mid-and-Bottom Funnel)
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Thank you.
rivinius@miamioh.edu
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Enrollment Management & 
Student Success Update 

May 2024
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2022 2023 2024 ∆ 2023 to 2024
Oxford 4,202 4,124 4,357 5.6%
Pathways 86 106 213 100.9%

Grand Total 4,288 4,230 4,570 8.0%

Data as of May 15

Breaking News: 2024 Confirmations are Up!
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Enrollment Update
May 2024
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2022 2023 2024 ∆ 2023 to 2024
Non-Resident 16,214 19,626 21,468 9.4%

Domestic Non-Resident 13,247 15,072 16,389 8.7%

International 2,967 4,554 5,079 11.5%

Ohio Resident 15,206 16,411 17,790 8.4%

Grand Total 31,420 36,037 39,258 8.9%

Data as of May 12

Fall 2024 Applications
Residency
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Data as of May 12

Fall 2024 Applications
Academic Division

2022 2023 2024 ∆ 2023 to 2024
College of Arts and Sciences 12,071 12,400 13,227 6.7%

Farmer School of Business 8,584 9,917 10,856 9.5%

College of Engineering and 

Computing
4,465 5,654 6,268 10.9%

College of Education, Health, 

and Society
2,833 3,789 4,023 6.2%

College of Creative Arts 1,802 2,104 2,237 6.3%

Nursing 1,665 2,173 2,647 21.8%

Grand Total 31,420 36,037 39,258 8.9%
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2022 2021 2024 ∆ 2023 to 2024
Non-Resident 14,085 14,388 15,340 6.6%

Domestic Non-Resident 12,228 13,299 13,633 2.5%

International 1,857 1,089 1,707 56.7%

Ohio Resident 12,486 13,835 14,234 2.9%

Grand Total 26,571 28,223 29,574 4.8%

Data as of May 12

Fall 2024 Admits
Residency
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Data as of May 12

Fall 2024 Admits
Academic Division

2022 2023 2024 ∆ 2023 to 2024
College of Arts and Sciences 12,074 11,498 12,609 9.7%

Farmer School of Business 6,395 7,298 6,878 -5.8%

College of Engineering and 

Computing
3,697 3,852 4,331 12.4%

College of Education, Health, 

and Society
2,286 3,058 3,158 3.3%

College of Creative Arts 1,441 1,612 1,336 -17.1%

Nursing 678 905 1,262 39.4%

Grand Total 26,571 28,223 29,574 4.8%
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• The DOE delivered all reprocessed 

FAFSAs by Tuesday, April 30th.

• Miami Timeline:

• First release: Monday, April 29

• Final release: Friday, May 3

• Miami delivered email and video 

updates to families regularly leading up 

to each aid offer release.

FAFSA Delays and Family Communication
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Confirm Timeline Fall 2024 Cycle

Data as of May 15
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2022 2023 2024 ∆ 2023 to 2024
Non-Resident 1,630 1,571 1,646 4.8%

Domestic Non-Resident 1,533 1,496 1,545 3.3%

International 97 75 101 34.7%

Ohio Resident 2,572 2,553 2,711 6.2%

Grand Total 4,202 4,124 4,357 5.6%

Data as of May 15

Fall 2024 Confirmations
Residency
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2022 2023 2024 ∆ 2023 to 2024
Non-Resident - Oxford 1,630 1,571 1,646 4.8%

Domestic Non-Resident 1,533 1,496 1,545 3.3%

International 97 75 101 34.7%

Ohio Resident - Oxford 2,572 2,553 2,711 6.2%

Grand Total - Oxford 4,202 4,124 4,357 5.6%
Pathways 86 106 213 100.9%

Grand Total – Oxford & 
Pathways 4,288 4,230 4,570 8.0%

Data as of May 15

Fall 2024 Confirmations
Residency and Pathways
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Data as of May 15

Fall 2024 Confirmations
Academic Division

2022 2023 2024 ∆ 2023 to 2024
College of Arts and Sciences 1,677 1,492 1,611 8.0%

Farmer School of Business 1,216 1,331 1,304 -2.0%

College of Engineering and 

Computing
479 430 510 18.6%

College of Education, Health, 

and Society
406 448 474 5.8%

College of Creative Arts 294 264 266 0.8%

Nursing 130 159 192 20.8%

Grand Total 4,202 4,124 4,357 5.6%
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Yield as of Commit Date and 15th day

* Commit date for Fall 2020 was June 1. For 2024, it is May 15. Commit Date was May 1 in all other years.
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Western Region 

Data as of May 15
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Midwest Region 

Data as of May 15
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Southern Region 

Data as of May 15
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Northeast Region 

Data as of May 15
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Ohio Regional

Data as of May 15
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• “Just Ask” Campaign

• Warm Welcome from the 
President

• Regular aid evaluation and 
reconsideration

• Admission representative 
outreach to targeted students

• Divisional and/or departmental 
outreach

• Waitlist reconsideration

Yield and Anti-Melt Initiatives
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• Pathways also acts as a waitlist for 

Oxford admission

• As of May 6, 301 students 

confirmed for a cohort of 175

• Top students will be admitted 

Oxford to keep cohort at 175 for the 

fall

Pathways Program
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• As shown in the presentation at the last 

meeting, Miami’s practices and rates are 

best-in-class.

• However, we should prepare for COVID 

impact to show in both rates as the 

incoming classes of Fall 2020 and Fall 2021 

move through to graduation.

Future Consideration: Retention and Graduation Rates
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Questions?
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Provost’s Update
Academic and Student Affairs Committee: May 16 2024
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Revising the 
Academic Portfolio
Academic Year 2023-2024
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2019 = 163
Bachelors
Degrees 

2024 = 116*
Bachelors 
Degrees

* 16 programs in process of teach out.

Total eliminations since 2020= >60
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Graduate
Degrees 

Elimination

Since 2020
4 doctoral programs

15 masters
15 grad certificates
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Programs Eliminated in the last 3 years [APEIP]
● Adult TESOL Certificate [CAS]

● Studio Art Certificate [CCA]

● Analytics Certificate [FSB]

● Applied Social Research [CLAAS]

● Applied Stats Certificate [CAS]

● Assessment/Evaluation Cert. [EHS]

● Athletic Training [EHS]

● Chinese Business Cert. [FSB]

● Comparative Media Studies [CAS]

● Creative Writing MFA [CAS]

● Criminal Justice MS [CLAAS]

● Criminal Justice Admin Cert [CLAAS]

● Classical Languages & Culture [CAS]

● Curriculum & Teaching Leadership [EHS]

● Customer Service Certificate [CLAAS]

● Earth Science [CAS]

● Elementary Ed BS [EHS]

● Forensic Investigation [CLAAS]

● Forensic Science [CLAAS]

● General Engineering [CEC]

● Geology BA [CAS]

● Gerontology BA [CAS]

● History Ph.D [CAS]

● Human Brain & Learning Cert. [EHS]

● Interactive Media Cert. [CCA]

● Interdisciplinary Business [FSB]

● Mathematics MA [CAS]

● Music Education MM [CCA]

● Non-Profit & Community Studies [CLAAS]

● Physics BA [CAS]132/710



Programs Eliminated in the last 3 years [APEIP]
● Political Science MAT [CAS]

● Political Science Ph.D [CAS]

● Data Analytics in Ed Cert [EHS]

● Russian, East Eur/Eurasian MA [CAS]

● Social Entrep. & Aging Cert. [CAS]

● Student Affairs in Higher Ed. Ph.D [EHS]

● Theatre, MA [CCA]

● Transformation Education MS [EHS]

● Engineering Physics [CAS]

● Media and Culture [CAS]

● Botany, Ph.D [CAS]

● Experience Design MFA [CCA]

● Math and Stats BA [CAS]

● Zoology MA and Ph.D

● Mass Com MA [CAS]

● Speech Com MA [CAS]

● Art Education MA and MFA [CCA]

● Adolescent Ed MEd [EHS]

● Elementary Math MEd [EHS]

● Elementary Ed MEd [EHS]

● Curriculum &Teacher Leadership MEd 

[EHS]

● Instructional Design and Tech MEd [EHS]

● Experience Design MFA [CCA]

133/710



Elimination/Consolidation of Low-Enrolled Majors
● East Asian Languages and Culture [CAS]

● Education Studies [EHS]

● Geography & Sustainable Dvlpmnt [CAS]

● Community Arts [CLAAS]

● Social Justice Studies [CAS]

● Health Information Tech [CLAAS]

● Art and Architecture History [CCA]

● Integrated Science Education [EHS]

● Quantitative Economics [CAS]

● French [CAS]

● Health Communication [CLAAS]

● Sport Coaching [EHS]

● Inclusive Special Ed [EHS]

● Public Health [EHS/KNH]

● German [CAS]

● Russian, East Eur, Eurasian Studies [CAS]

● Spanish Ed [EHS]

● American Studies [CAS]

● Italian Studies [CAS]

● Women, Gender, Sexuality Studies [CAS]

● Classical Studies [CAS]

● Biological Physics [CAS]

● Religion [CAS]

● Critical Race/Ethnic Studies [CAS]

● French Ed [EHS]

● Latin American Studies [CAS]

● German Ed [EHS]

● Latin Ed [EHS]
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New Programs since 2019

● Applied Mathematics, B.S. (in process)
● Arts Management & Arts Entrepreneurship, B.A.
● Business Analytics, B.S. Business
● Computer Science, B.A.
● Cybersecurity, B.S.
● Cybersecurity & Networking, B.S. 
● Data Analytics, B.S.
● Digital Commerce, B.S. Commerce
● Emerging Technology, Business + Design, B.A.
● Environmental Earth Science, B.S.

● Games + Simulation, B.S.
● Hospitality Management, B.S. Commerce
● Integrated Science, B.S. Education
● Organizational Leadership, B.A.
● Real Estate, B.S. Business
● Robotics Engineering, B.S. Engineering
● Robotics Engineering Technology, B.S.
● Sales Management, B.S. Commerce
● Sport Leadership & Management, B.S. (majors 

in media & communication, coaching, 
management)

Bachelors Programs Bachelor Programs

*Emphasis on STEM, business, data science, and applied fields
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New Graduate Masters Degrees
● Biomedical Science, M.M.S.
● Biomedical Engineering, ME
● Chemical Engineering, ME
● Business Analytics, M.S.
● Clinical Engineering, M.S.
● Computer Science, M.S
● Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Engineering, MME
● Entrepreneurship & Emerging Technology, M.A
● Esport Management, M.S.
● Management, M.S.
● Nurse Practitioner, M.S.
● Nurse Educator, M.S.
● Physician Associate, M.M.S.
● Sports Analytics, M.S.

*Emphasis on STEM, 
business, data science, 
and applied fields
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Miami Academic Program Incubator [MAPI]
● All programs now vetted through MAPI

● Decisions are data informed with market research 

○ EAB

○ Gray and Associates

● Emphasis on career outcomes and market feasibility studies

● Enrollment projections

● Following national trends

137/710



Miami Plan Specific 
Course Reductions since 
2021
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
ROUDEBUSH HALL ROOM 212 
OXFORD, OHIO  45056 
(513) 529-6225  MAIN 
(513) 529-3911  FAX 
WWW.MIAMIOH.EDU 

 
May 17, 2024 

Academic Affairs 
 

RESOLUTION R2024-xx 
 
 WHEREAS, University Senate on April 29, 2024 approved SR 24-15 to forward the 
recommendation of Dr. Terri Barr, the Process Coordinator who was appointed and approved by 
University Senate, to eliminate the Department of Comparative Religion to the Provost for 
consideration; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Dean of the College of Arts & Science, the 
Provost, and the President, to eliminate the Department of Comparative Religion. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees hereby approves the 
elimination of the Department of Comparative Religion, to become effective on July 1, 2025. 
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 SR 24-15 
 Sense of the Senate: Department of Comparative Religion Elimination Process 

 Coordinator Recommendations 
 April 22, 2024 

 Whereas we affirm that University Senate is the legisla�ve body of the University in ma�ers involving 
 educa�onal programs, requirements, and standards – including ma�ers of curriculum, programs, and 
 course offerings – as delegated by the University’s Board of Trustees; 

 Whereas we are reminded of our “Sense of the Senate: Department of Compara�ve Religion 
 Elimina�on” that was adopted on February 26, 2024, especially our acknowledgment that the faculty 
 and staff in the Department of Compara�ve Religion are ac�ng to preserve the academic study of 
 religion at Miami; 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that University Senate accepts the recommenda�ons of the Process Coordinator 
 for Compara�ve Religion as reported to Senate on April 15, 2024 and as outlined below: 

 ●  The elimina�on of the Department of Compara�ve Religion as a result of its low-enrolled major 
 and ins�tu�onal re-priori�za�ons 

 ●  The re-housing of faculty from Compara�ve Religion in other departments of the College of Arts 
 and Science where their interests will align and where they can con�nue to teach and research 
 the relevance of religion in today’s world 

 ●  The proposal and establishment of the proposed Center for the Study of Religion, Policy, and 
 Public Life to maintain the future of the teaching and research of religion at Miami 

 1 

140/710



                                  
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
ROUDEBUSH HALL ROOM 212 
OXFORD, OHIO  45056 
(513) 529-6225  MAIN 
(513) 529-3911  FAX 
WWW.MIAMIOH.EDU 

 
May 17, 2024 

Academic and Student Affairs 
 

RESOLUTION R2024-xx 
 
 WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code  3345.81 Strategic Completion Plan, states: 
 
“Not later than June 30, 2014, the board of trustees of each institution of higher education, as 
defined by section 3345.12 of the Revised Code, shall adopt an institution-specific completion 
plan designed to increase the number of degrees and certificates awarded to students. The plan 
shall be consistent with the mission and strategic priorities of the institution, include measurable 
student completion goals, and align with the state’s workforce development priorities. Upon 
adoption by the board of trustees, each institution of higher education shall provide a copy of its 
plan to the chancellor of higher education. 
 
The board of trustees of each institution of higher education shall update its plan at least once 
every two years and provide a copy of their updated plan to the chancellor upon adoption.” 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees hereby accepts the 
attached Completion Plan Update Report, and directs the Provost and Executive Vice President 
to submit the document to the Ohio Department of Higher Education. 
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MIAMI UNIVERSITY COMPLETION PLAN UPDATE

Submitted to Chancellor of the University System of Ohio Department of Higher Education

May, 2024

UNIVERSITY MISSION

Miami University’s mission underscores that we are “a student-centered public university” with

“an unwavering commitment to liberal arts undergraduate education and the active

engagement of its students in both curricular and co-curricular life” as well as a deep

commitment to “student success.” In addition, Miami “supports students in a highly involving

residential experience on the Oxford campus and provides access to students, including those

who are time and place bound, on its regional campuses.”

STUDENT PROFILE

During Fall 2023, 16,478 undergraduates and 2,140 graduate students were studying on the
Oxford campus. Regional campuses in Hamilton and Middletown enrolled a combined total of
3,558 undergraduate students. Across all campuses and levels, 54.0% of Miami students were
female and 66.8% were residents of Ohio.

Oxford Campus

Of total 16,478 Fall 2023 Oxford undergraduate students, 13.9% were domestic Students of
Color. Among first-time, full-time undergraduate students at the Oxford campus, 51.7% were
female; 63.1% were residents of Ohio; 98.8% were born in 2004 or 2005. Race and ethnicity
breakdown for Oxford is listed below:

Fall 2023 First-time, Full-time Students at Oxford by Race/Ethnicity

● 0.2% American Indian or Alaska Native and Other
● 2.8% Asian, Native Hawaiian, or other Pacific Islander
● 3.1% Black or African-American
● 4.8% Hispanic/Latino
● 3.6% Multi-racial
● 83.2% White
● 1.1% Unknown

An additional 1.2% were international students.

Of Oxford first-time, full-time undergraduates, 14.6% were Pell Grant recipients, 48.6% had
financial need, and 99.8% of students with need received offers of financial aid.
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Of the Fall 2023 first-year Oxford campus students, 32.2% graduated in the top 10% of their high
school class. 59% percent entered Miami with college credit from Advanced Placement, College
Credit Plus, and other programs, with students receiving 17.6 hours of credit on average.

First-year retention for full-time baccalaureate students at the Oxford campus in the 2022
cohort was 89.5%. Miami’s four-year graduation rate for the fall 2019 cohort was 72.2%. The
Oxford campus’s six-year graduation rate on average for the last 4 years was 82%. According to
IPEDS, Miami’s four-year graduation rate ranked 12th among public universities nationally and
1st in Ohio. In 2022-2023 Miami Oxford posted a 96% graduation success rate for
student-athletes (the percentage of eligible student-athletes who graduate within six years,
according to the NCAA Graduation Success Rate).

Table 1: First-time, full-time baccalaureate students at Oxford

First-time, full-time baccalaureate
students at Oxford 2007 Cohort 2017 Cohort

Race/Ethnicity
6-year Graduation
Rate

N (total
cohort)

6-year Graduation
Rate

N (total
cohort)

American Indian, Alaska Native,
Other 78.3% 23 83.3% 6

Asian 83.7% 104 75.8% 91

Black or African-American 70.8% 120 79.2% 144

Hispanic/Latino 81.2% 69 82.3% 237

International 83.3% 54 69.1% 311

Native Hawaiian/other Pacific
Islander 100% 3 60.0% 5

White 81.5% 2985 83.6% 2852

Multi-racial 100% 2 81.9% 160

Unknown 68.8% 96 63.6% 11

Total 80.8% 3456 81.8% 3817

Miami Oxford is working diligently to close the gap between graduation rates for Students of

Color and White students. This is evident in Table 1 above, where the increases in the

graduation rates for Students of Color are illustrated. While the graduation rate for white

students has increased 2.1% over the last 10 years, the graduation rates for some students of

color have increased by 1.1% (Hispanic/Latino), 8.4% (Black/African American), and 10%
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(American Indian, Alaska Native and Other). Losses in graduation rates for Asian students (7.9%)

and Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander students (8.9%) are concerning. Miami will continue

to devote energy to ensuring the success of underrepresented students as we strive to meet our

completion goals.

Regional Campuses

During Fall 2023, Miami Regional campuses in Hamilton and Middletown enrolled a combined

total of 3,558 undergraduate students. Of total Fall 2023 Regional undergraduate students,

21.2% were domestic non-White.

Among first-time, full-time undergraduate students at the regionals, 53.2% were female; 90.8%
were residents of Ohio. Regionals students’ race and ethnicity breakdown is listed below:

Fall 2023 First-time, Full-time Students at Regionals by Race/Ethnicity

● 0.2% American Indian or Alaska Native and Other
● 3.3% Asian, Native Hawaiian, or other Pacific Islander
● 9.0% Black or African-American
● 6.6% Hispanic/Latino
● 2.4% International
● 3.1% Multi-racial
● 74.6% White
● 0.7% Unknown

Of Regional first-time, full-time undergraduates, 38.6% were Pell Grant recipients, 56.6% had
financial need, and 97.6% of students with need received offers of financial aid.

Of the fall 2023 first-year Regional campus students, 25% graduated in the top 25% of their high
school class. 33% percent entered Miami with college credit from Advanced Placement, College
Credit Plus, and other programs, with students receiving 17 hours of credit on average.

67% of the Fall 2022 Regional campus cohort were retained to either the Regional or Oxford
campuses in Fall 2023. 41.7% of the 2017 Regional campus cohort earned a Miami Bachelor’s
degree from either the Regionals or Oxford campuses in 6 years or less.

While also focused on a liberal arts education, Miami’s regional campuses serve a different

student population. 32.7% of the undergraduate students are part time, and 67.3% are full

time. 16.6% of the students on the regional campuses are non-traditional students (25 years or

older); 55.4% are female, and 44.6% are male. 17.8% of the students on the regional campuses

are CCP students. The average ACT score (or SAT score converted to an ACT basis) of the 2023

entering freshman class for students submitting scores was 19.
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The majority of students on the regional campuses are place-bound. The top feeder schools are

area high schools as well as local institutions of higher education. The regional campuses house

their own academic division, the College of Liberal Arts & Applied Science (CLAAS), which offers

several baccalaureate degrees: biological sciences, commerce, communication studies,

community arts, computer and information technology, criminal justice, engineering

technology, English studies, integrative studies, liberal studies (degree completion program),

nursing, and psychological sciences.

BARRIERS TO PERSISTENCE AND COMPLETION

In this report, retention rate is defined as the percent of first time, full time, degree-seeking

students who enter in the fall semester and return to Miami in the fall semester of the next (i.e.,

their second) year. Graduation rate is defined as the percent of first time, full time,

degree-seeking students who enter in the fall semester and graduate within six years. Students

are assigned to a cohort based on the year they entered the University. The academic profile

and completion rate of Miami’s Oxford campus students remain very strong overall.* However,

our data show that there is room for improvement, particularly on the two regional campuses.

Moreover, the Oxford campus rates have remained relatively stable with little movement.

*Throughout this report, retention rates and graduation rates are presented as reported to the Integrated

Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), the core postsecondary education data collection program for the

National Center for Education Statistics (NCES).

Oxford retention and six-year graduation rates have remained consistent in recent years (See
Figure 1).

Retention rates vary based on several characteristics:

● First-generation students were retained at a rate of 84.5%, while non-first-generation
students were retained at a rate of 90.5%

● Students receiving PELL grants were retained at a rate of 83.6%, while students not
receiving PELL grants were retained at a rate of 90.4%
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Completion barriers may include:

● High cost of attendance

● Varied preparation for college-level academics

● College transition issues

● Difficulty in establishing a sense of belonging on campus

● Campus climate that does not feel welcoming to some students

PROGRESS ON 2022 COMPLETION REPORT STRATEGIES
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College completion and student success are integral to Miami’s mission and the strategic plan,

MiamiRISE, which was developed in 2019. Our mission statement emphasizes that Miami “is

deeply committed to student success, builds great student and alumni loyalty, and empowers its

students, faculty, and staff to become engaged citizens who use their knowledge and skills with

integrity and compassion to improve the future of our global society.” The eleventh

recommendation of the MiamiRISE strategic plan calls for improvement of student retention

and persistence.

The Miami University Student Success Committee is the body charged with overseeing Miami’s

student success progress. This committee is a partnership between the Enrollment

Management & Student Success division, the Division of Student Life, and the Office of the

Provost, and sets the agenda for all matters related to student success. With the support of the

Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness, the Student Success Committee regularly

analyzes quantitative and qualitative data to identify areas for improvement. Data sources

include:

● EAB Student Success Collaborative

● Oracle Business Intelligence Tool

● External standardized student surveys (Beginning College Survey of Student

Engagement, National Survey of Student Engagement, CIRP Freshman Survey, College

Senior Survey)

● In-house surveys (first-year student transition survey, graduation survey, alumni survey,

etc.).

This data-driven campus collaboration allows Miami University to think and act strategically

around student success with an eye toward accomplishing the goals laid out in this completion

report.

Below we describe our progress on the 2022 Completion Report strategies:

Category Description Strategies Status

Academic
Advising

Create a
comprehensive
advising and
mentoring
student support
system
consisting of
student success
navigators,
professional
academic

Build on divisional
professional advising
hiring.

Onboard Student
Success Navigators to
support exploring
students.

Undergraduate
Studies Dean and

Each academic division now has enough
professional advising capacity to meet
the needs of first- and second-year
students. Due to budget constraints,
hiring of additional professional advisors
is on hold.

The Office of Exploratory Studies has
been created and staffed to support
exploring students.
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advisors, and
faculty mentors.

Associate Provost for
Faculty will initiate a
process for moving
faculty to mentoring
roles.

Work on faculty mentoring is on-going,
and is contextualized in the current
budget constraints and negotiation of the
first union contract.

Build an
academic
advising
community that
supports
improvements
in advising
through
professional
development,
relationship
enhancement,
and review of
advising
practices and
processes.

Implement monthly
academic advising
community meetings
focused on
community and
professional
development.

Create new training
content that reflects
and addresses
changing student
needs.

Include Student Life
and EMSS advising
partners in advising
community meetings
1-2 times per
semester.

Create working groups
to begin review of
advising practices and
policies.

Monthly academic advising meetings
have been in place for 18 months.
Student Life and EMSS partners attend
regularly.

Committee has reviewed current
academic advising training and new
modules that will be easier to maintain
and update are in development and will
be finalized in 2024-25.

Advising practices and policies continue
to be reviewed. Highlights include:

● Develop learning outcomes for
professional academic advising

● Develop usage guidelines for
Navigate 360 and include these
in advisor annual performance
evaluations

● Develop process for requesting
courtesy email accounts for
non-enrolled students

● Refine process for change of
campus

Build capacity
for, and skills in,
proactive and
intrusive
advising,
ensuring that
students in
need receive
support in a
timely and
consistent way.

In addition to the
increased professional
development above,
overhaul advisor
training to include
using campus
technologies to
ensure that students
who need support are
receiving it.

Establish institutional
expectations for the
use of technology to

Use of student data to guide advising
interventions has increased. The
following interventions have been
introduced:

● Early alerts: faculty provide
progress reports regarding
students in their courses for
whom they have concerns in
weeks 1-2 and 4-5 of the
semester. 877 early alert cases
were closed at Oxford and
Regionals Campuses in Fall 2023
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provide on-time
support to students.

● High Support Students: based on
admissions data, identified
students are provided additional
resources by academic advisors
and housing staff.

● Spring Launch and Winter Thrive:
these workshops provide support
and direction for students who
struggled academically during
their first semester at Miami.

Institutional expectations for professional
advisors’ use of Navigate 360 are
established and are part of advisors’
annual review process.

Navigate Student was launched in fall
2023 allowing students to see holds,
schedule with advisors, and receive
notifications/messages based on a
campaign by department, office, or
advisor. 3558 new users have signed into
Navigate Student, with 9140 all-time
users.

Design and
implement a
more
comprehensive
assessment of
our advising
system.

Develop consistent
assessment for
advising across
campus that will allow
reporting at the
departmental,
divisional, and
institutional levels.
Develop learning
outcomes for
academic advising and
create institutional
expectations for
meeting advising
outcomes.

Utilize new EAB tools
for student feedback.

Academic advising outcomes have been
developed and assessment utilizing
Navigate 360 on these outcomes has
been underway since Fall 2023.

In fall 2024 we launched an intake survey
within Navigate 360. Students complete
the survey on their first login to Navigate
each academic year.

Policies Audit existing
policies and
procedures, and
make revisions
to improve

New Office of
Undergraduate
Education will support
the audit of existing
policies and processes

Review of policies has included:

● CR/NC policy was reviewed.
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student
success.

related to student
success, including:

● CR/NC policy
and process

● Foreign
Language
Deficiency
policy

● Two-strikes
policy for
academic
dishonesty

● Support for
unenrolled
students

Moonshot for Equity
initiative includes
review of the use of
retention grants and
registration holds as
part of the effort to
close completion gaps
for diverse students.

● Foreign language deficiency
policy was reviewed and
changed.

● Two strikes policy for academic
dishonesty was reviewed and
changed.

● Mid-term grades policy was
reviewed and changed.

● Attendance policy was reviewed
and remains the same.

Hold reform as part of Moonshot for
Equity has Removed 5 holds impacting
3,500 students and 25 additional holds
were removed in March 2024.

Pathways Help students
to get on a
success path
prior to
matriculation.

2022 Summer Survey
will provide insight on
students in need of
support and resources
prior to their arrival
on campus. Action
plans for meeting
students’ needs are in
development.

Process for
implementing
pre-orientation,
automated
registration for all new
students is in
development with
goal of piloting
pre-registration in
summer 2023.

Changes to registration processes will be
implemented along with the Workday
implementation scheduled for 2024-26.

Fall 2024 High Support Students initiative
based on admissions data served over
500 students identified as needing extra
support through pre-college
characteristics correlated with academic
performance in the first semester.
Assessment and adjustments to this
initiative are under way.

Develop
purposeful
pathways for

Experiential Major
Maps are in
development. Maps

Experiential major maps will be included
in new major exploration technology.
Maps will be finalized for academic
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students in the
major.

will allow students to
plan for academic and
co-curricular
experiences
throughout their
Miami University
career. Maps will
provide the
foundation for the
UNV101 course and
similar first-year
courses offered within
departments and
divisions. Maps will
begin rolling out in fall
2023.

programs during 2024-25 academic year
and uploaded into existing technology for
use starting fall 2025.

Develop success
pathways for
undecided
students.

The Office of
Exploratory Studies
will begin serving
exploring students in
summer 2022. Goals
for the office include:

● matching
exploring
students’
retention and
completion
rates to those
of students in
majors

● at least 85%
of students
who go
through the
program stay
in the major
they select as
a result of
their
involvement
with OES

The Office of Exploratory Studies has
been operational since fall 2022. The fall
to fall retention rate for undecided
students in the 2022 cohort was 79%,
significantly lower than for students who
start at Miami with a selected major. The
2023 cohort fall to spring retention rate
was 92%. This is promising. We will adjust
our work with these students as data
indicate is necessary. Future analysis of
these efforts will include overall retention
gains, persistence in selected major, and
eventually, graduation rates.

Identify and
remove
pathway
roadblocks.

Moonshot for Equity
process and new
Transfer Coordinator
will continue this
work, including

New Transfer Coordinator has developed
70 pathways with 16 different partners
underway and developed a plan for OT36
non-equivalent courses to post to
appropriate Miami Plan areas without
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developing a new
transfer web portal,
supporting more
timely transfer credit
evaluation, and
developing dual
admission/enrollment
programs with
signature partners.

individual student petitions. Prior
Learning Assessment portfolio process
has been launched.

Create
pathways for
high school
students.

Our new Early College
Academy will provide
pathways for high
school students into
Miami University.
Regional campuses
are the driving force
behind this initiative,
which holds great
promise for enabling
more students from
the local community
to enroll at Miami
University.

Early College Academy has grown since
its first year enrollment of 27 from 2 high
schools to current enrollment of 109
students from 6 high schools. The first
ECA graduating class included 19
students. 91 new students from 8 school
districts have applied for fall 2024.

Curriculum Continue
addressing
courses of
concern.

Associate Provost for
Faculty and Dean for
Undergraduate
Studies will launch a
holistic and
collaborative plan for
addressing courses of
concern in fall 2022.
We will rely on the
expertise of
departments and
faculty who have
improved DFW rates
in courses that were
previously identified
as concerning to
support this process.

Associate Provost for Faculty and Dean
for Undergraduate Education has
explored a number of courses of concern,
and, in conjunction with the Associate
Provost for faculty, has presented
workshops to assist faculty with making
changes to these courses. Work here has
not been as productive as we had hoped,
and will require more time to complete.

Affordability Lower cost of
textbooks

The Open Educational
Resources Committee
will survey faculty
regarding their use of
affordable materials in

Miami’s Open Educational Resources
Adopt program has assisted over 20
faculty in developing OER for their
courses, which has led to approximately
$1,209,000 in cost savings for students.
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Fall 2022 and is also
exploring how open
educational resources
enhance the
University’s ability to
support diverse
students.

Faculty will be surveyed again in fall 2024
to increase the use of more affordable
course materials.

In spring 2024, Miami successfully piloted
inclusive access, which makes e-materials
available to students through textbook
provider, e-Campus. Inclusive access
program is now fully adopted starting in
summer 2024.

Enhance
need-based and
other aid for
students and
families.

Build on successes in
fundraising to
increase resources for
students and families
who have high
financial need.

Miami University is in the middle of a $1
billion capital campaign. The scholarship
goal for this campaign is $450,000,000.
This will significantly increase the ability
to support students and families with
high financial need.

Special
Populations

Enhance
support for
transfer
students.

Participation in the
EAB Moonshot for
Equity will include a
focus on transfer
pathways. The Office
of Transfer in the
Associate Provost for
Strategic Initiatives
will coordinate our
efforts to increase
transferability into
Miami both at Oxford
and at the Regionals.

Noted above, Miami has made significant
progress in the area of transfer pathways.

Deepen support
for Pell Grant
students.

Utilize data to identify
success-related
patterns for Pell
eligible students and
implement proactive
support processes for
these students.

Continue to develop
the GradU8 program
and implement new
First Generation
Student program.

The High Support Student initiative
identified numerous Pell eligible students
for additional resources and supports.
The program began in fall 2023 and we
are refining the identification of students
and the provision of resources for 2024.

A new First Generation Student program
coordinator has been hired, and new
attention is being given to the GradU8
program components.
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Develop
additional
support for
domestic
students of
color and
LGBTQ+
students.

BRIDGES and other
programs for
historically
underrepresented
students have been
revised to improve
recruitment and
retention of these
students.

CSDI hired a new
Associate Director of
LGBTQ+ Initiatives and
added an Assistant
Director of LGBTQ+
Initiatives in Spring of
2022, who are
expanding support for
this student
population.

Continue to develop
Heritage Month
Programming (started
in Fall 2021), which
addresses
intersectional
identities explicitly
and includes Pride
Month and LGBTQ+
History Month:
https://www.miamioh
.edu/diversity-inclusio
n/programs-resources
/history-heritage-mon
ths/index.html

A new anti-racism
workshop developed
within OIDI, being
piloted Spring 2022,
for faculty, staff, and
students, will ensure a
more welcoming and
inclusive climate

Continue to roll out
SafeZone training,
which OIDI

BRIDGES has contributed to the increase
in the proportion of underrepresented
students at Miami:

● AAPI up .2%
● Black-AA up .9%
● Hispanic/Latino up .3%.

Retention rate for BRIDGES students for
the past two years was 93% (2021
cohort) and 90% (2022 cohort). This
indicates that we need to continue
efforts to retain historically
underrepresented students.

The Passport Program is a 4-year student
success program in FSB. Launched 2019,
wrap-around services support about 20-
25 first-generation students, students of
color, LGBTQ+ students in cohorts
between a year. May 2023 marked the
first graduating cohort for the Passport
Program with a cohort of 20 students. 17
have full-time employment.

Redhawk Equity Leadership Series is a
cultural competency certificate launched
by the Office of Transformational and
Inclusive Excellence (OTIE) in the fall of
2023. Five modules provide students
with important skills to foster success in a
global world: A Road to Active Allyship;
Inclusive Marketing; Introduction to
Microaggressions; Leading with Racial
Equity; and, Pronouns 101.

OTIE, along with ASPIRE, the Honors
College, and the Menard Family Center
for Democracy, offered the Constructive
Dialogue Institute partnership, which.
supports an inclusive climate for
students, including students of color and
LGBTQ+ students. Addresses need for
respectful dialogue between individuals
and groups with different perspectives,
values, and beliefs. Results of Spring 2024
Miami pilot with 97 student leaders
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recommended for
every Department
Chair Fall 2021/Spring
2022.

Fully implement the
new Nellie Craig
Walker Scholarship
(beginning Spring
2022).

Plan for and
implement a new
climate survey in Fall
2022.

across backgrounds, identities, values
include:

● 78% showed improvements in
affective polarization

● 58% showed significant
improvements in dichotomous
thinking

● Participants noted improvements
in communication, conflict
resolution, and conversations
across differences

Climate survey took place, Spring 2023.
Climate survey results shared with
university, Spring 2024. Climate
interviews were held w/ 13 students of
color, Fall-Sp 23-24.

LGBTQ+ Task Force, launched by OTIE Fall
2023, composed of faculty, staff,
students, alumni, met regularly to
strengthen sense of belonging for
LGBTQ+ faculty, staff, and students. This
advisory group to OTIE examines,
develops, and assesses policies,
programming, and support systems to
better serve LGBTQ+ faculty, staff, and
students. Final report submitted Spring
2024.

OTIE developed informational Resource
Sheets for Heritage Months, including
LGBTQIA+ History Month, Black History
Month, Latinx Heritage and History
Month, Juneteenth, Jewish American
Month, Arab American Month, and
others to complement programming.
Informational resources available here:
https://miamioh.edu/transformational-in
clusive-excellence/educational-program
ming-resources/history-heritage-months/
index.html

Technology Leverage
technology to
advance diverse

Establish community
standards for the use
of Navigate to support
students. Revisit who
should have what

Community standards for academic
advisor’s use of Navigate 360 are
established and are part of advisors’
annual performance reviews. Navigate
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student
success.

level of access to
Navigate information
and develop a set
schedule for updates
around new
developments that
can enhance use of
Navigate.

Expand use of
Navigate as part of
Moonshot for Equity.

updates included in monthly academic
advising community meetings.

Faculty access to Navigate 360 has been
changed to comply with FERPA
guidelines.

Process for increasing faculty advisors’
use of Navigate is in place and will begin
in fall 2024.

Coordinated Care group in Moonshot for
Equity is working on using Navigate 360
to develop support teams for students.
This includes expanding access to
Navigate to student life offices and
librarians, and defining how to use the
system for different levels of users.

COMPLETION GOALS FOR 2024-2026
The following goals guide Miami University’s completion strategies for the coming two years.

Several of these goals carry forward from previous completion plans, while others are new:

● Miami Oxford will achieve a six-year graduation rate of 85% and a four-year graduation

rate of 75%. The Regional campuses will increase the graduation rate by 10%, an equally

ambitious goal.

○ As part of the commitment to the Moonshot for Equity initiative, Miami

University will strive to eliminate enrollment and graduation gaps across student

populations.

● Across all campuses Miami will increase the use of Navigate 360 to enhance support of

students and increase retention and graduation rates.

○ Increase advisor usage of Navigate tools such as campaigns and to-do list to

support student success.

○ Increase in coordinated care networks across campus.

○ Increase student engagement with Navigate 360.

● Within one year after graduation, 97% of Oxford graduates who are seeking

employment (excluding those enrolled in graduate or professional school) will be

employed.

○ Increase the ability to account for students who participate in internships and

co-op programs.
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○ Ensure that every Miami student participates in a high impact experience (e.g.,

undergraduate research, internship/co-op, community-engaged learning, case

study competition, performance, public or private sector-based project, study

abroad/away) prior to graduation.

○ Ensure that these opportunities available for this engagement are offered in

equitable and compelling ways.

● Across all campuses, Miami will increase the number of transfer students and smooth

the pathways for them to join our community.

○ Increase structured pathways to Miami from area community colleges.

○ Create a more seamless process through which transfer students receive credit

evaluation and academic advising.

2022-2024 COMPLETION STRATEGIES

To build on prior efforts, the following new strategies will support Miami University’s progress

towards its ambitious completion goals.

Category Description Strategies

Academic
Advising

Increase consistency in faculty
advising through the use of Navigate
360.

Utilize EAB partnership to help leverage Navigate
360 as an advising tool for faculty.

Provide in-depth Navigate 360 trainings for faculty
advisors

Increase consistency in professional
advising through professional
development and community
standards.

Collect feedback on existing advising standards and
add new ones to reflect the institutional
commitment to excellent academic advising.

Ensure that advising levels requirements reflect new
advising community standards.

Revise advisor recognition process to ensure that
awards reflect new advising community standards.

Pathways Implement degree planning
technology to assist students and
academic advisors in course planning
and to support department chairs and
deans with curriculum planning.

Review tools as part of initial Workday Student
implementation and select and implement as
quickly as possible.

Develop purposeful pathways for
students.

Continue development of Experiential Major Maps
with support of University Communications and
Marketing. Start rollout in fall 2025.
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Continue to build transfer pathways to
Miami University.

Moonshot for Equity process and new Transfer
Coordinator will continue this work.

Enhance pathways for high school
students.

Continue to build on Early College Academy and CCP
successes. Determine how these pathways can lead
to enrollment at Miami University. Work across
campuses to ensure that students consider Miami as
a final college destination.

Policies Continue to assess policies and
procedures, and make revisions to
improve student success.

The Student Success Committee will identify policies
and processes for review; Associate Provost and
Dean for Undergraduate Education will coordinate
review.

Retention –
first-year
and beyond

Assess and refine new retention
initiatives

Assess on-going impact of High Support Student
initiative, Spring Launch, and Winter Thrive. Make
necessary adjustments and consider other initiatives
to support second-year student success.

Continue to implement Moonshot for
Equity initiatives

Commence work in the Fostering Student Belonging
group, and share results of the Fostering Belonging
in the Curriculum Learning Cohort to enhance
student success strategies across campuses.

Transparency in Learning and Teaching
(Regionals)

TILT aims to advance equitable teaching and learning
practices that reduce systemic inequities in higher
education. The TILT transparency framework can be
applied not only to course assignments, but to
student-facing documents, course or program
outcomes, and other areas of higher education.
Focus on TILT during Fall 2024 opening week events
for faculty and staff.

Build sophomore Courses in Common
program (Regionals)

Build on first-year success with Courses in Common
by starting a second-year program with Applied
Communication in fall 2024.

Special
Populations

Focus on adult learners.

Continue to develop critical dialogues
across campus to support
underrepresented student
populations.

Continue to use Climate survey to
motivate change for underrepresented
student retention.

Moonshot for Equity working group will focus on
Second Chances for Adult Learners, with an
objective of breaking down returning student
barriers and allowing students to complete degrees
they started at Miami.

Focus on communication and understanding across
student populations to better support special
populations as part of Miami/OTIE will expand the
Constructive Dialogue Pilot starting Fall 2024, with
an objective of embedding Perspectives online
program across Miami, and focusing on Honors
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College, Student Life, and select pipeline programs
such as LSAMP.

Focus on enhancing inclusive climates in the
classroom for students, including those from special
populations: OTIE has partnered with CTE to launch
the "Teaching and Learning Across Differences"
Faculty Learning Community starting Fall 2024.
Objective is to produce toolkits for faculty to use
across disciplines by Spring 2025, to support student
success across populations.

Continued analysis of climate survey, LGBTQ+ Task
Force recommendations, and Accessibility Task
Force recommendations to identify specific ways to
better support students' sense of belonging at
Miami.

Structures Create an Undergraduate Council to
serve as an advisory board for the
Dean for Undergraduate Education.

Include staff, faculty, students, and University Senate
members.

Technology Review of work processes related to
student success

As part of Workday Student implementation,
commence comprehensive review of policies and
processes impacting students to ensure we leverage
the new technology to improve these processes to
support retention and completion.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES

Miami University has a longstanding national reputation for producing outstanding graduates

who become successful personally and professionally. Miami is rated No. 1 among Ohio public

universities and among the top 10% nationally for return on investment by Payscale (2023

Payscale report). Additionally, Miami University is ranked in the top 13 institutions producing

the most young executives in the Midwest by SteppingBlocks.com (link to the article.)

One reason for Miami students’ success is a dedicated and talented faculty. As a result of this

exceptional undergraduate learning experience, Miami students are routinely accepted

into graduate and professional schools:

● over the last four years 60.4% of Miami undergraduate first-time applicants were

accepted to medical schools (MD and DO). The national medical school acceptance

average reported by the Association of American Medical colleges is 43.7%
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● 92% of 2022-23 senior applicants were admitted to at least one law school, compared to

80% national average for the same period

Another reason for Miami students’ success is our exemplary Center for Career Exploration and

Success (CCES) which provides state-of-the-art programming and support, including career fairs,

internship expos, career development courses, mock interviews, resume and cover letter

support, consultations, a Professional Headshot Booth, career treks, professional attire,

internship and research grants, and drop-in hours. The CCES embraces a career development

approach that reaches beyond basic career offerings.

Data show that the career development programming leads not only to interest in Miami

University students among top employers in the region and nation but also to graduates who

land successful jobs. In 2023-2024, 487 unique organizations recruited on-campus during our

job/internship fairs whereas the national average is 146.7 (NACE 2022-2023 Career Services

Benchmark Report). Employers placed more than 200,000 internship and job postings, many

for multiple openings, on Miami’s electronic job board. Employers also hosted 1,412 virtual and

in-person events for Miami students in 2022-2023, showcasing strong interest in recruiting

Miami University students.

A study conducted by Miami Oxford’s Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness, which

tracked 2021-2021 alumni career and educational placement, found the following:

● The overall success rate for the graduating class is 99%, compared to 98.0% last year (1%

increase).

● According to NACE, nationally 85.7% of the previous year's bachelor's graduates

(2021-2022) were successfully placed.

To ensure that we maintain this high level of success, Miami has developed academic programs
that prepare students for some of the most highly demanded jobs in the region and nation.
Among Ohio public universities, Miami graduates a high percentage and number of
undergraduate students in biological sciences, physical sciences, and mathematics. The
University develops programs selectively, using our Miami Academic Program Improvement
(MAPI) process to determine market demand and enrollment capacity for proposed programs.
Miami has also begun consolidating or eliminating under-enrolled programs to ensure that we
put our resources where they are most productive. Miami’s focus on liberal education as part of
all academic programs ensures that Miami graduates have the career-adaptability skills needed
for successful careers in a rapidly changing job market.

Programs that will be initiated or expanded over the next two years to support Ohio’s critical
workforce needs include:
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● Hometown Talent Initiative: The Hometown Talent Initiative focuses on building
workforce talent and community leaders in small to mid-size communities in Ohio. The
vision is to expose young people to the exciting opportunities in our partner
communities. The Initiative fosters the development of future workforce and community
leaders by (i) providing existing residents opportunities to upskill their talents, (ii)
creating a K-12 pipeline of future workforce talent, and (iii) providing first- and
second-year college students internships with employers in our partner communities.
We are currently piloting this initiative with Butler, Darke, Preble, Shelby, and Warren
Counties.

● Moonshot for Equity: launched in spring 2022, Moonshot focuses on closing higher

education enrollment and completion gaps for historically underrepresented students.

Miami University partners with other institutions in the region to smooth pathways into

and through higher education. Our primary areas of focus were registration hold reform,

retention and completion grants, transfer pathways, and coordinated care. We have

made significant progress in all of these areas. In spring 2024 we added fostering

student belonging and second chances for adult learners. With the support of EAB and in

partnership with our regional partners, Oxford and the Regional campuses are

committed to making significant differences in local college-going and completion rates.

● Director of Experiential Education: Miami University’s Center for Career Exploration

and Success recently hired a Director of Experiential Education. In this newly created

role, the position will expand internship, micro-internship, and co-op opportunities for

students. The position will also design an on-demand job shadowing program and

invigorate the Career Champions program for Miami faculty and staff.

● Vora Partnership with Butler Tech: Responding to the current and predicted future

workforce and applied research needs of Butler County and Southwest Ohio

manufacturers, Butler Tech and Miami University are leading a unique effort to establish

a new advanced manufacturing hub in Butler County. A collaboration among Miami

University, Butler Tech, the Butler County Board of Commissioners, and the City of

Hamilton, the hub will bolster the region's strong manufacturing base and serve the

needs of industry and students through education, training, and research. The hub is

expected to open in fall 2025.

ORC 3345.81 (D)
In Spring 2024, Miami University notified 102 former students that they were near the

completion of an Associate degree and 12 former students that they had enough credits to

receive an Associate degree. Messages to these students were sent to the email addresses they
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provided to the University when they applied for admission. In our 2026 completion plan and

report we will provide updates to the state on the status of these students as well as additional

students who may qualify for this initiative.

CONCLUSION

Over the past two years, Miami University has implemented numerous initiatives intended to

increase students’ persistence and degree completion. We have also embarked on Miami

THRIVE, a new strategic planning process for the University, which will amplify our retention,

completion, and workforce preparation efforts. All of these initiatives require the partnership of

stakeholders across the institution and the campuses that together make Miami University an

important contributor to the State of Ohio’s education and workforce goals. Our students’

success is always at the center of our work, and the measures of our success complement the

State’s goals. We are proud of the preparation our students have to face the uncertainties of the

future and to solve the challenges that the state, nation, and world face moving forward. We

look forward to continuing this work and reporting on our many successes in 2026.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
ROUDEBUSH HALL ROOM 212 
OXFORD, OHIO  45056 
(513) 529-6225  MAIN 
(513) 529-3911  FAX 
WWW.MIAMIOH.EDU 

May 17, 2024 
Academic Affairs 

RESOLUTION R2024-35 

WHEREAS, University Senate on February 12, 2024 passed SR 24-09, endorsing a 
proposed program, MME-Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Engineering, Master of 
Engineering. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees hereby approves the 
establishment of a MME-Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Engineering, Master of 
Engineering. 

Approved by the Board of Trustees 
May 17, 2024

T. O. Pickerill II 
Secretary to the Board of Trustees 
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 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE of UNIVERSITY SENATE 
 Tracy Haynes, Chair, Senate Executive Committee 

 Rosemary Pennington, Chair Elect, Senate Executive Committee 
 Tom Poetter, Past Chair, Senate Executive Committee 

 University Senate Website:  https://www.miamioh.edu/academic-affairs/university-senate 

 May 15, 2024 

 To:  Gregory P. Crawford, President 
 From:  Brooke Flinder, Secretary of the University Senate 
 Re:  Curriculum Approval 

 SR 24-09 MME-Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Engineering, Master of Engineering 

 On February 12, 2024, University Senate adopted SR 24-09: 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED  that University Senate endorses  the proposed program, 

 MME-Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Engineering, Master of Engineering 

 AND FURTHERMORE  , that the endorsement by University  Senate of the proposed 

 degree will be forwarded to the Miami University Board of Trustees for consideration. 

 Approval of the President 
 I, Gregory P. Crawford, President of Miami University, approve/do not approve:  MME-Mechanical and 
 Smart Manufacturing Engineering, Master of Engineering 

 Approve 
 Forward to the Board of Trustees for ac on (copy to Secretary of University Senate) 

 Do Not Approve 

 ________________________________  ____________  _  _____________ 
 Gregory P. Crawford, President  Date 

 cc:  Tracy Haynes, Chair, Execu ve Commi ee of University Senate 
 Elizabeth R. Mullenix, Provost, Chair University Senate 
 Ted Pickerill, Secretary to the Board of Trustees and Execu ve Assistant to the President 

 1 

165/710



New Program Proposal 

Date Submitted: Mon, 13 Nov 2023 16:33:48 GMT 

Viewing: : Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing 
Engineering ‐ Master of Engineering  

Last edit: Thu, 02 May 2024 15:43:49 GMT 

Changes proposed by: zanjanm 
Contact(s) 

Name  Phone  Email 

Mehdi Zanjani  5135294188  zanjanm@miamioh.edu 

General Bulletin Edition 
2024‐2025 
Proposed start date 
Fall 2024 

Level 
Graduate 

Program Type 
Major/Concentration within Existing Degree 

Delivery site(s) 
Oxford 

CIP Code 
149999 ‐ Engineering, Other.  

Department 
Mechan & Manufact Engineering 
Related Department 
  

College 
Col of Engineering & Computing 
Related College 
  

Degree 
Master of Engineering 
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General Bulletin Title 
Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Engineering ‐ Master of Engineering 

Program Code 
  

Educator Preparation Programs: 
Indicate the program request leads to educator preparation licenses or endorsements 

Licensure: 
No 

Endorsement: 
No 

Rationale for the proposal 
This proposed MEng program leverages the existing MS courses in Mechanical and 
Manufacturing Engineering, but with a non‐thesis path for fee‐paying students. This program 
provides the department, division and university with a way to increase revenue from fee‐
paying students with no additional costs as all the required resources currently exist in the 
MME department. 
 
Miami University currently offers an ABET accredited undergraduate program in Mechanical 
and Manufacturing Engineering. The department also offers a research‐based Master of 
Science in Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering. The proposed Master of Engineering 
(MEng) in Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Engineering (MSME) is a course‐intensive 
graduate degree that includes culminating experience and will prepare graduates with the 
versatile skills and mindset to meet the needs of a demanding and dynamic workforce in the 
mechanical and manufacturing engineering fields. 
 
This new MEng degree aims to attract recent Bachelor of Science (BS) graduates, as well as 
part‐time and non‐traditional students such as working professionals, by enabling them to 
pursue an MEng degree at their own pace. Furthermore, this program will attract 
international applicants who seek advanced training and coursework that could be 
completed in a short period of time. All students enrolled in this program will be fee‐paying 
and ineligible for Graduate Assistantships.  
 
The proposed program addresses the growing national and global need for engineers with 
expertise in the areas of Materials Engineering, Dynamics and Robotics, Thermal Fluids, and 
Smart Manufacturing with advanced problem‐solving skills and internship/hands‐on 
experiences. The graduates of this program will be well‐prepared to join the workforce with 
qualifications required to be successful in industrial settings.  

Introduction 

Brief summary of the request 
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The proposed curricular path for this Master of Engineering (MEng) program will maintain 
more than 50% overlap with the existing Master of Science (MS) in Mechanical and 
Manufacturing Engineering. The proposed program does not require additional 
courses/resources. Therefore, a separate student demand analysis may not be warranted 
here. The main idea is to create innovative curriculum pathways from the existing curricula 
so we can attract more professionals and international students, who may not be interested 
in pursuing research‐based master's and are interested in obtaining a graduate degree in a 
relatively short time frame. The MEng in Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Engineering 
(MSME) consists of 30 credit hours, can be completed within a year on a full‐time basis, or 
pursued over a longer period of time by working professionals and non‐traditional students. 

Accreditation 

Notification of appropriate agencies. Provide a statement indicating that the appropriate 
agencies (e.g., regional accreditors, specialized accreditors, state agencies, etc.) have been 
notified of the institution’s request for authorization of the new program. 

Upload documentation of the notification  

Academic Leadership 

Organizational structure 

Describe the organizational structure of the proposed program. In your response, indicate 
the unit that the program will be housed. Further, describe the reporting hierarchy of the 
administration, faculty, and staff for the proposed program. 
  
This program will be hosted in the Department of Mechanical and Manufacturing 
Engineering (MME), and will be administered by MME Graduate Program Director (currently 
Dr. Mehdi Zanjani) and MME Chair (Dr. Kumar Singh). All MME faculty, who often teach 5xx 
or 6xx level courses, will be involved in this program. 

Provide the title of the lead administrator for the proposed program and a brief 
description of the individual's duties and responsibilities. 
  
The administrators for this MEng program is the MME Graduate Program Director, who is 
responsible for communicating with prospective applicants about the program. The 
Graduate Program Director will also work with the MME Chair (Dr. Kumar Singh), the CEC 
Graduate Program Coordinator (Dr. Tim Cameron), and the CEC Director of Industrial 
Relations (Colleen Bush) to advertise the program and manage various aspects of the 
academic life of MEng students. 

Upload this individual’s CV/resume  
CV_Zanjani.pdf 
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Describe any councils, committees, or other organizations that support the development 
and maintenance of the proposed program. In your response, describe the individuals (by 
position) that comprise these entities, the terms of their appointment, and the frequency 
of their meetings.  
  
MME Department Faculty Meetings (meets biweekly during fall and spring) 
MME Industrial Advisory Council (meets once a semester) 

Program development 

Describe how the proposed program aligns with the institution's mission. 
  
This MEng program aims to train highly‐skilled professionals in the various fields of 
Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering, which will benefit Ohio‐based as well as 
national industries. This program specifically addresses one of the key element of Miami's 
strategic planning to "advance knowledge in the professional fields considered most in‐
demand throughout Ohio, the region and the nation." 

Indicate whether the institution performed a needs assessment/market analysis to 
determine a need for the program. If so, briefly describe the results of those findings. 
  
N/A‐the need for this program is similar to the existing MS program in Mechanical 
Engineering. 

If completed, upload the full analysis  

Indicate whether the institution consulted with advisory groups, business and industry, or 
other experts in the development of the proposed program. If so, briefly describe the 
involvement of these groups in the development of the program. 
  
The department consulted with its Industrial Advisory Board, which strongly supports the 
proposal. 

Indicate whether the proposed program was developed to align with the standards of a 
specialized or programmatic accreditation agency. If so, indicate whether the institution 
plans to pursue programmatic/specialized accreditation for the proposed program and 
provide a timeline for achieving such accreditation. If the program is already accredited, 
indicate the date that accreditation was achieved and provide information on the next 
required review. 
  
This MEng program does not require accreditation. The program and course outcomes will 
be assessed according to the MME department's guidelines. These assessments will be 
reported annually to Miami University. 

Collaboration with other Ohio institutions 
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Indicate opportunities for collaboration with Chancellor's Council on Graduate Studies 
(CCGS) member institutions. 
  
  

Indicate whether the proposed program was developed in collaboration with another 
institution in Ohio. If so, briefly describe the involvement of each institution in the 
development of this request and the delivery of the program. 
  
N/A 

Student Services 

Admissions policies and procedures 

Describe the admissions requirements for the program. In your response, highlight any 
differences between the admission requirements for the program and for the institution 
as a whole. 
  
A Bachelor of Science (BS) degree is required for admission to this program. BS/MS double 
counting of courses is allowed. The requirements for the current Miami students are a 
minimum GPA of 3.00, a curriculum vitae, and one letter of recommendation. For non‐
Miami applicants, the requirement is a minimum GPA of 2.75, a curriculum vitae, two letters 
of recommendation, GRE, as well as a TOEFL score of at least 95 for international applicants. 
 
This program could be of interest to graduates of Miami University as well as other national 
and international academic institutions. Students who wish to enroll in any electives offered 
by the other CEC departments may need additional prerequisites or the permission of 
instructor. 

Student administrative services 

Indicate whether the student administrative services (e.g., admissions, financial aid, 
registrar, etc.) currently available at the institution are adequate to support the program. 
If new or expanded services will be needed, describe the need and provide a timeline for 
acquiring/implementing such services. 
  
Current existing services are adequate. 

Student academic services 

Indicate whether the student academic services (e.g., career services, counseling, tutoring, 
ADA, etc.) currently available at the institution are adequate to support the program. If 
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new or expanded services will be needed, describe the need and provide a timeline for 
acquiring/implementing such services. 
  
Current existing services are adequate. 

Description of the program to display in the <i>General Bulletin.</i> 

The Master of Engineering in Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Engineering (MSME) 
prepares students for future engineering practice that requires a higher level of mastery in 
mechanical and manufacturing engineering. It is best suited for individuals with backgrounds 
in mechanical engineering or related areas such as materials science, manufacturing, 
biomedical engineering or physics. The degree includes core courses in mathematical 
modeling, dynamical systems and control, thermal‐fluid systems, mechanics and mechanical 
behavior of materials, and advanced manufacturing as well as diverse options for courses in 
science, engineering, and mathematics. 

All students are required to complete graduate coursework as defined below: 

 Students must earn a minimum of 30 credit hours (with a minimum of 18 credit 
hours of concentration courses), with an option for 3‐6 credit hours of non‐thesis 
project or internship. 

Course offerings 

Bulletin Requirement Listing 

Program Requirements 

The program requires completion of a minimum of 30 credit hours, with a minimum of 18 
credit hours of concentration courses (including the culminating experience credit hours). 
The distribution of hours is summarized as follows: 

Culminating Experience 

3‐6 credit hours of MME 640 (Internship)/MME 704 (Non‐thesis project), or equivalently 3‐6 
credit hours of graduate level Elective courses 

Course List 

Code  Title  Credit Hours 

MME 640  Internship  3‐6 

MME 704  Non‐Thesis Project  3‐6 
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Concentration Courses 

Course List 

Code  Title  Credit Hours 

MME 503  Heat Transfer 1  3 

MME 512  Advanced Mechanics of Materials 1  3 

MME 513  Introduction to Compressible Flow 1  3 

MME 532  Digital Manufacturing  3 

MME 533  Smart Factory  3 

MME 535  Process Engineering  3 

MME 536  Control of Dynamic Systems 1  3 

MME 538  Mechanics, Analysis, and Control of Robots  3 

MME 570  Special Topics in Mechanical Engineering 2  1‐4 

MME 595  Introduction to Applied Nonlinear Dynamics 1  3 

CPB/MME 612  Engineering Analysis  3 
1  

Students who have taken the 400‐level version of this course or its equivalent must 
select from among other concentration/elective courses. 

2  

Student can take special topics which are pre‐approved by the department for 
graduate level courses 

Elective Courses 

Students select elective courses in consultation with their faculty advisor. If a course does 
not appear on this list, it can be approved through a petition to the MME department.  

Course List 

Code  Title 
Credit 
Hours 

MME 613  Computational Fluid Dynamics  3 

MME 615  Advanced Vibration  3 

MME 621  Finite Element Analysis  3 
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Course List 

Code  Title 
Credit 
Hours 

MME 623  Mechanical Behavior of Materials  3 

CPB 512  Chemical Engineering Thermodynamics 1  3 

CPB 514  Mass Transfer and Unit Operations 1  4 

CPB 518  Biological Transport Phenomena 1  4 

CPB 519  Biomaterials 1  3 

CPB 611  Transport Phenomena in Engineering  3 

CSE 543  High Performance Computing & Parallel Programming 1  3 

CSE 616  Simulation of Physical Systems  3 

ECE 525  Digital Signal Processing 1  3 

ECE 601  State Variables for Engineers  3 

MTH 532  Optimization 1  3 

MTH 535  Mathematical Modeling Seminar 1  3 

MTH 632  Advanced Optimization  3 

PHY 537  Intermediate Thermodynamics and Introduction to 
Statistical Physics 1 

4 

PHY 551  Classical Mechanics 1  4 

PHY 583  Mathematical Methods in Physics 1  4 

STA 501  Probability 1  3 

STA 504  Advanced Data Visualization 1  3 

STA 563  Regression Analysis 1  4 

STA 566  Experimental Design Methods 1  4 

CPB 524  Musculoskeletal Biomechanics  3 
1  

Students who have taken the 400‐level version of this course or its equivalent must 
select from among other concentration/elective courses. 

Plan of Study/ Roadmap 
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This program offers flexibility in choosing elective courses that meet the career goals of 
students. The overall roadmap depends on the students consulting with their thesis advisors 
as all courses are not offered all the time.  

Thesis 
Non‐Thesis 

Non‐Thesis Explanation 
Students will have the option to take either 3‐6 hours of MME 640 (Internship)/MME 704 
(Non‐thesis project), or equivalently take 3‐6 credit hours of graduate level Elective courses. 
Students who choose the non‐thesis Project must present their project to a committee 
formed by a minimum of two faculty members. 

Off site program components 
Co‐op/Internship/Externship 

Brief description of Co‐op/Internship/Externship component 
Students who choose an internship experience will be required to spend at least 8 weeks in 
industry. The College of Engineering and Computing (CEC) has a designated Director of 
Industrial Relations. This has resulted in identification of internship opportunities for CEC 
students. During the course of the internship, students will enroll in MME 640. At the 
conclusion of the internship, students are required to submit an extensive report detailing 
the relationship between the work experience and the objectives of the MEng program, 
along with a self‐evaluation survey. Furthermore, a detailed student performance report will 
be sought from the employer. The student's and employer's report will enable the instructor 
of the class to submit a letter grade for the student. 

Assessment and Evaluation 

Program assessment 

Upload a copy of the assessment requirements/plan  

List at least 3 specific student learning outcomes (SLOs) that the students are expected to 
achieve by the time they complete the program. If the program includes liberal education 
course(s), articulate any specific linkages between your stated SLOs and Miami Plan 
principles or competencies.  
  
‐Demonstrate an ability to apply analytical, computational and/or experimental techniques 
to solve engineering problems 
‐Demonstrate an ability to communicate effectively, in writing and oral presentations, the 
results of research or project work 
‐Demonstrate an ability to acquire, understand and apply knowledge, beyond the 
undergraduate level of mechanical engineering 
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Identify courses (and examinations or assignments within them) or other culminating 
projects where these outcomes are emphasized and can be measured, especially near the 
point of graduation. If relevant, specify any licensing or external exams you intend to use.  
  
All MME 5XX/6XX courses may be used for this purpose, i.e. the same courses with the same 
SLOs as in the existing MS program in MME, with the same outcomes assessment 
instruments and methods. 

Describe how you intend to evaluate the learning outcomes by means of the 
assignment(s)—e.g., rubric(s) or answer key(s) to exam. 
  
The same evaluation methods and means that are currently used in the MME‐MS program 
will be used. 

Describe the sampling procedure. What percentage of your student body will comprise 
your sample? If the sample size is small, make the case that they adequately represent the 
whole.  
  
The same procedures that are currently used in the MME‐MS program will be used. 

Describe how you intend to collect student perceptions of their achievement of the 
program learning outcomes.  
  
The same procedures that are currently used in the MME‐MS program will be used. 

Describe your plans for regular (annual or biennial, depending on program size) collection 
and summary of data.  
  
The same plans that are currently used in the MME‐MS program will be used. 

Describe your plans for a regular faculty meeting in which faculty discuss assessment data 
findings and make plans for improvement of teaching and learning based upon the data. 
  
The same plans that are currently used in the MME‐MS program will be used. 

Identify who will be responsible for creating and submitting an annual assessment report 
to the assessment coordinator at the end of each academic year.  
  
MME Graduate Program Director will be responsible for this purpose (currently Dr. Mehdi 
Zanjani). 

Other means of measuring student success 

In addition to program assessment, describe the other ways that individual student 
success in the proposed program will be measured (e.g., exit interviews, job placement, 
alumni surveys). Describe the measurements to be used, frequency of data collection and 
how the results will be shared and used for program improvement. 
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‐Confidential exit surveys (every year) 
‐Job placement data (every year) 

Faculty 

Faculty appointment policies 

Describe the faculty designations available (e.g., professor, associate professor, adjunct, 
instructor, clinical, etc.) for the proposed program's faculty. 
  
All MME faculty will be available for teaching the relevant courses, similar to the existing 
MME MS program.  

Describe the credentialing requirements for faculty who will be teaching in the program 
(e.g., degree requirements, special certifications or licenses, experience, etc.). 
  
The same credentials that are already satisfied for the existing MME MS program will be 
applicable here.  

Indicate whether the department will need to identify additional faculty to begin the 
proposed program. Also indicate the workload implications of the proposed program for 
existing faculty in the department. In particular, for existing faculty, explain how their 
workload will be adjusted to teach courses within the new program. 
  
N/A 

Program faculty 

Provide the number of existing faculty members available to teach in the proposed 
program. 
Full‐time: 
17 
Less than full‐time: 
  

Provide an estimate of the number of faculty members to be added during the first two 
years of program operation. 
Full‐time: 
  
Less than full‐time: 
  

Expectations for professional development/scholarship 
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Describe the institution's general expectations for professional development/scholarship 
activities by the proposed program's faculty. In your response, describe any differences in 
the expectations for tenure‐track vs. non tenure‐track faculty and for full‐time vs. part‐
time faculty. Indicate the financial support provided for such activities. 
  
Expectations for professional development and scholarship activities will be the same as for 
any faculty in the department, and there will be no new expectation added due to the 
proposed program as this new program is aligned with the existing MME‐MS program.  

Upload a faculty handbook outlining the expectations and documenting support  

Faculty matrix 

Upload faculty matrix/CVs  

Library Resources 

Describe the involvement of a professional librarian in the planning for the program (e.g., 
determining adequacy of current resources, working with faculty to determine the need 
for additional resources, setting the budget for additional library resources/services 
needed for the program). Please list the name of the librarian consulted. 
  
The current Miami University Library holdings are sufficient to support the proposed MEng 
program. 

Describe the library resources in place to support the proposed program (e.g., print, 
digital, collections, consortia, memberships, etc.). 
  
Print and digital media currently serving the existing MME program will also serve the 
proposed MEng program. 

Describe any additional library resources that will be needed to support the request and 
provide a timeline for acquiring/implementing such services. Where possible, provide a list 
of the specific resources that the institution intends to acquire, the collaborative 
arrangements it intends to pursue, and monetary amounts the institution will dedicate to 
the library budget to support and maintain the proposed program. 
  
N/A 

Budget, Resources, and Facilities 

Resources and facilities 

List the facilities/equipment currently available for the program. Where possible, provide 
a list of the specific resources that the institution intends to acquire, the collaborative 
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arrangements it intends to pursue, and monetary amounts the institution will dedicate to 
the library budget to support and maintain the proposed program. 
  
No additional equipment or resources is anticipated for offering this course‐intensive MEng 
program. 

Describe the institution’s intent to incorporate library orientation and/or information 
literacy into the proposed program. In your response, describe any initiatives (e.g., 
seminars, workshops, orientations, etc.) that the institution uses or intends to use for 
faculty and students in the program. 
  
N/A 

Budget/financial planning 

Upload Fiscal Impact Statement for New Degree Programs  
Fiscal Impact Statement for MEng MSME.xlsx 

Use narrative to provide additional information as needed 
  
  

Additional comments 
  

Reviewer Comments 
Carolyn Haynes (haynesca) (Thu, 09 Nov 2023 16:37:49 GMT): Did this program go through 
the Miami Academic Program Incubator?  
Courtney Thompson (kuhlmace) (Fri, 10 Nov 2023 21:45:50 GMT): Rollback: Did this 
program go through the Miami Academic Program Incubator?  

Supporting documents  

Key: 547 

Select any proposals you would like to bundle together for approval. Only proposals you have 
saved are available to bundle. 

Bundle Title:   

Course:  

Proposal A  
Program:  

Proposal B  
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
ROUDEBUSH HALL ROOM 212 
OXFORD, OHIO  45056 
(513) 529-6225  MAIN 
(513) 529-3911  FAX 
WWW.MIAMIOH.EDU 

May 17, 2024 
Academic Affairs 

RESOLUTION R2024-36 

WHEREAS, University Senate on April 1, 2024 passed SR 24-11, endorsing a proposed 
program, MTH - Applied Mathematics - Bachelor of Science. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees hereby approves the 
establishment of a Bachelor of Science in Applied Mathematics. 

Approved by the Board of Trustees 
May 17, 2024

T. O. Pickerill II 
Secretary to the Board of Trustees 
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 SR 24-11 
 MTH - Applied Mathema�cs - Bachelor of Science 

 April 01, 2024 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED  that University Senate endorses  the proposed program, MTH - 
 Applied Mathematics - Bachelor of Science 

 AND FURTHERMORE  , that  the endorsement by University Senate of the proposed degree will 
 be forwarded to the Miami University Board of Trustees for consideration. 

 1 
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Fiscal Impact Statement

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

I. Projected Enrollment
Headcount 20 40 60 80

II. Projected Program Income
Tuition (paid by student or sponsor) $475, 400 $950, 800 $1, 426, 200 $1, 901, 600
Expected state subsidy $100, 000 $200, 000 $300, 000 $400, 000
Externally funded stipends, as applicable 0 0 0 0

Total Projected Program Income $575, 400 $1, 150, 800 $1, 726, 200 $2, 301, 600

III. Program Expenses
New Personnel (one full time instructor) 0 $62, 775 $64, 030 $65, 310
New facilities/building/space renovation 0 0 0 0
Scholarship/stipend support 0 0 0 0
Additional library resources 0 0 0 0
Other expenses 0 0 0 0

Total Projected Expenses $0 $62, 775 $64, 030 $65, 310
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Faculty Matrix

Course Instructor

MTH 252 All faculty
MTH 253 Akhtar, Beros, Ghazaryan, Sarabi
MTH 222 All faculty
MTH 222T All faculty
MTH 331 All faculty
MTH 331T All faculty
MTH 347 All faculty
MTH 400 All faculty
MTH 340U Gaddis, Ghazaryan

MTH 377E or R Beros
MTH 432 Brezhneva, Sarabi, Ward
MTH 433 Akhtar, DeBiasio, Eckhardt, Gaddis
MTH 435 Ghazaryan, Sukhtayev
MTH 438 DeBiasio, Jiang, Miller, Pritikin
MTH 439 DeBiasio, Jiang, Miller, Pritikin
MTH 441 Brezhneva, DeBiasio, Eckhardt, Dowling, B. and N. Randrianantoanina
MTH 447 Akhtar, Eckhardt, Larson, Miller, Sarabi
MTH 451 Eckhardt, Dowling, B. and N. Randrianantoanina
MTH 453 Brezhneva, Pogan
MTH 455 Ghazaryan, Pogan, Sukhtayev
MTH 495 Ghazaryan, Pogan, Sukhtayev
STA 401 Davis

1
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Course Syllabus
MTH 222, Section A

Linear Algebra
Fall 2023

Objective

To provide an introductory course in Linear Algebra, with a focus on Euclidean space
and matrices. Topics include systems of equations, matrix algebra, determinants,
vector spaces and linear transformations, eigenvalues, and orthogonality.

Lecture times and location
MWF 8:55 - 9:50 a.m., Bachelor Hall 219

Contact Information
Professor: Dr. Reza Akhtar
O�ce: 122B Bachelor Hall
Phone: 529-1902
E-mail: akhtarr@miamioh.edu
O�ce Hours: MW 1:15 p.m. - 2:35 p.m. or by appointment.

Prerequisites

Credit for Calculus I (MTH 151) or equivalent.

O�ce Hours / mode of contact

You do not need an appointment to come to my scheduled o�ce hours; simply show
up. If you cannot make that time but want to meet, I will be happy to set up an
appointment to meet with you, either in person or via Zoom. If the latter, I will
connect my iPad to help with discussing the math.

If at any time you have a question about homework or some other aspect of the course
that doesn’t require a meeting, feel free to send it by e-mail and I’ll respond as soon
as I get a chance. Don’t worry about typing out mathematical symbols; it’s fine to
write your question down on paper and send a photo.

Zoom backup plan

In the event that someone in my household falls ill, weather conditions prohibit travel,
or anything else interferes with my coming to campus, I will let you know as soon as
possible. If that happens (and the Oxford campus is open), class will be conducted
on Zoom. The link to connect is posted on the Canvas site, towards the top of the
“Modules” section.
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Text

The textbook for this class is:
Poole, David. Linear Algebra: A Modern Introduction. 4th edition, ISBN13: 9781337769907.

Detailed information on the textbook may be found on the department website. For
this course, you will need to purchase:

• A copy of the textbook. The electronic and paper versions are identical; either
is fine.

• A code giving access to WebAssign, the online problem on which you will com-
plete and submit your homework.

These two items are usually bundled together in a single purchase option. This is
almost always cheaper than buying them separately. Please note that there is no
“class code” for access to WebAssign. I have set things up so that you will be
able to access WebAssign using your credentials directly through Canvas.

Lecture Notes

Most of what I write down in class will be written on an iPad and projected onto a
screen. I will post pdf files of the notes thus captured on the Canvas page for that
day. I will also occasionally use the chalkboard to supplement those notes. In the
event that class needs to be conducted remotely via Zoom, I will post both the lecture
notes and the video recording for that day on the Canvas site.

Homework

At the end of each section of the textbook covered, I will assign problems from that
section on WebAssign. You will complete the problems directly on WebAssign and
they will be graded (automatically) after the due date.

In-class Activities

Experience has led me to believe that in-class group activities are overused: they o↵er
some value to students, but that value is limited. Exercises that help cultivate and
practice skills introduced during lecture tend to be more e↵ective. Since these skills
ultimately need to be developed on an individual level, you will have the option of
working on your own or with others when completing in-class work. Use the insights
of your peers to enhance your own understanding! I will not announce when these
activities will be given, but you will receive full credit for the work as long as you are
present when it is assigned. If you contact me before class with a valid excuse for
absence, you will still receive credit for the in-class work.
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Exams

There will be three ‘hour’ exams in this course, given in class. Each exam will begin
at 8:40 a.m. and I will allow you 70 minutes to complete it. The exam dates are listed
below. I do not give make-up exams. If you need to miss an exam, you must
contact me (by e-mail) before the fact; the only exceptions are medical emergencies
that arise before the exam and continue through the exam (example: you went into
a coma at 8 a.m. on the day of a 2 p.m. test and came out of it at 8 p.m..) I will
review your situation and decide whether or not to exempt you from the exam. If I do
not exempt you, you will receive a score of zero for that exam. Generally speaking,
religious observance, university-related travel, and family/medical emergencies are
legitimate reasons for missing an exam.

Exam Dates

The exams for this course are scheduled as follows.

Hour Exam 1: Friday, September 22, in class.
Hour Exam 2: Friday, October 20, in class.
Hour Exam 3: Friday, November 17, in class.
Final Exam: Wednesday, December 13, 8:00 - 10:00 a.m., in class.

Academic Dishonesty

In recent years, academic dishonesty has become a serious problem at universities ev-
erywhere. Miami University takes academic dishonesty very seriously, and there are
sti↵ penalties for those found responsible for such acts. As a faculty member, I will
not hesitate to take action if I find evidence that you might have committed an act of
academic dishonesty. Detailed information on academic dishonesty policies, as well
as procedures for addressing cases of academic dishonesty may be found on the uni-
versity’s Academic Integrity page: www.miamioh.edu/integrity/undergraduates/
index.html.

For this course, acts of dishonesty include, but are not confined, to:

• Use of any written materials (other than the test paper itself) during exams.

• Use or attempted use of any electronic device during exams.

• Copying the work of another student on an exam.

• Copying solutions to problems from other textbooks or the internet.

• Communicating with or receiving help from any individual with any person
(other than me) during a quiz or exam.

• Taking an exam on behalf of another student.

3
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Calculator Policy

No calculators of any sort are permitted on exams in this course.

Accommodations

If you have a condition requiring special accommodations for exams (e.g. 150% or
200% time, distraction-reduced environment) or other aspects of the course, you
will need to register with Student Disability Services (SDS), if you have not already
done so. The SDS sta↵ will evaluate your situation and send me a letter detailing
your particular needs. Once I receive that letter, I work with you to implement
whatever accommodations are recommended. If you are (or think you might be)
in this category, please let me know as possible so that I can work with you to
accommodate your needs as appropriate. All correspondence will be kept confidential.
Please do not delay! Accommodations cannot be made at the last minute, so please
have all paperwork processed well in advance of the exam date(s).

Grading

In-class assignments: 10 %
WebAssign homework: 15 %
Highest hour exam score: 22 %
Middle hour exam score: 17 %
Lowest hour exam score: 12 %
Final exam: 20 %
Class participation: 4 %

At the end of the course, I will compute a numerical score based on the above weight-
ing and apply some sort of “curve” to that data to determine final grades.
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Course Policies: PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

1. Course policies are fixed and will not change. You don’t have to like them or
agree with them, but if you continue with this course, I expect you to abide by
them. Complaints about course policy will not be entertained.

2. When communicating with me by e-mail, please have the courtesy to address
and sign it, and to use grammatically correct language in the body. The point
isn’t that I’ll get upset if you make a grammatical error. (I won’t.) The point is
that etiquette in communication is important, regardless of who is interacting
with whom.

3. In recent years, disruption has become a serious problem in classrooms across
the university and beyond. Therefore:

• It is your decision whether or not to attend class; naturally, all decisions
have consequences. If you wish to attend but know in advance that you
will be absent from class for some valid reason (e.g. illness, family or other
university commitment), please have the courtesy to let me know of your
situation, if possible before class meets. For an ordinary class meeting, I
generally won’t ask for a doctor’s note or other form of justification.

• If you choose to attend class, all electronic devices must be stowed
in a bag or other receptacle. They should not be on your desk, in
your lap, or anywhere else. The only exception is a tablet for taking notes.
Anyone caught using a phone, laptop, or anything else during class will be
asked to leave the classroom for the day. On the rare occasion that you are
expecting an urgent communication and need to have your phone out to
do so, please let me know about that in advance, and I’ll consider granting
you an exemption for the day.

• If you need to use the bathroom, please try to do that before class begins.
If an urgent situation arises and you need to use the bathroom, go ahead,
but please keep such visits to a minimum. It it very distracting when
people are constantly getting up, leaving the room, and returning.

• There are a variety of reasons why a student might reasonably be delayed
coming to class. If you’re in that situation, don’t worry about it. Simply
take your seat as quietly as possible; nothing will be held against you. If
you know you’re going to be late on a regular basis, please let me know.

4. As a matter of policy, I don’t o↵er pre-tests, re-tests, test corrections, or extra
credit opportunities. Please don’t ask.

5. Before each hour exam, I will circulate some practice questions. The purpose of
this is twofold: first, to give you an idea of the length and format of the exam;
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second, to help focus your studying on topics of importance. The actual exam
questions may or may not be similar to the practice questions; nevertheless,
understanding how to solve the practice problems should help you do well on
the exam, even if the particular content di↵ers. I will be happy to discuss
solutions to the practice problems in class or on an individual basis; however, I
will not provide written solutions. Please don’t ask for them.

6. If you need an extension on a homework assignment, you may request one.
However, if you do so more than twice, the likelihood of my agreeing (in the
absence of mitigating circumstances) will be low.

7. When taking a calculus or di↵erential equations course, students are exposed
to the theory behind the subject, but most of the problems they are required
to do are computational and do not require much depth of understanding.
Linear Algebra is very di↵erent. While you won’t be required to reproduce
proofs of major results, it is essential that you understand the meaning of the
definitions and theorems we develop. Even the computations you will need to
do depend intrinsically on a strong grasp of definitions and theorems.

The good news is that the objects we will be working with are very simple: for
the most part, nothing beyond linear equations. The hard part of this course is
understanding how everything fits together. Learning Linear Algebra is much
like learning grammar: first one needs to learn the various parts of speech, then
how they can be combined into phrases, and finally how those can be used to
form sentences. Do not make the mistake of thinking that you can skip the
theory because you’re not a math major. Just as writers of the English language
need to master grammar in order to write essays, so users of Linear Algebra
need to understand something of the structure of the objects they are working
with. The subject takes some getting used to, but once you’ve mastered it, you
will appreciate its usefulness and maybe even the beauty inherent in it.

8. This course moves fast. There is a lot of material, and you simply cannot do all
your learning in class. The point of the classroom lecture is to introduce you
to the course material and add some human perspective which is not as easily
gleaned from a textbook, but this is only the “spark” to set o↵ your learning.
Even with in-class activities, you still need to put in considerable time outside
class to do the homework and digest the material. Don’t allow yourself to fall
behind; due to the cumulative nature of mathematics, you may well find yourself
foundering if you do not have a firm grasp on some part of the course.

9. If you aren’t prepared to abide by these policies, please drop the course. I will
not take o↵ense if you take that step; in fact, I’ll respect you for having the
maturity to recognize that my section is not a good fit for you.

6

463/710



Tentative Calendar of Coverage:

Week 1: Vector Algebra (1.1), Dot Product and Geometry (1.2, 1.3), Solving Linear
Systems (2.1)

Week 2: Solving Linear Systems (2.2), Spanning and Linear Independence (2.3)

Week 3: Applications (2.4), Matrix Algebra (3.1, 3.2)

Week 4: Invertible Matrices (3.3), EXAM 1

Week 5: LU-Decomposition (3.4), Subspaces, Basis, Dimension, and Rank (3.5)

Week 6: Linear Transformations (3.6), Determinants (4.2)

Week 7: Eigenvalues (4.1, 4.3)

Week 8: Similarity and Diagonalization (4.4), EXAM 2

Week 9: Computation (4.5), Applications of Eigenvalues (4.6)

Week 10: Orthogonality (5.1), Orthogonal Complements and Projections (5.2)

Week 11: Gram-Schmidt and QR-Decomposition (5.3), Orthogonal diagonalization
of symmetric matrices (7.1)

Week 12: Least squares approximations (7.3), Vector Spaces (6.1), EXAM 3

Week 13: Linear Independence, Basis, Dimension (6.2), Change of Basis (6.3)

Week 14: Linear Transformations (6.4), Kernel and Image (6.5).
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SYLLABUS

MTH252: Calculus III, Section B, Spring Semester 2024

Section B, Mon., Wed., Fri., 10:05am - 11:20am BAC 114.

Instructor: Alin Pogan
Office: 220 BAC
Office Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri.,(11:30 a.m-12:30 p.m) or by appointment
Office Phone: 513-529-2184
E-Mail: pogana@miamioh.edu

Text: Multivariable Calculus by J. Stewart, Ninth Edition. Your book should
include Chapters 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 to be appropriate.

Course Description: Continuation of Calculus I and II. Three-dimensional analytic
geometry, vectors, derivatives, multiple integrals, applications.

Prerequisites: A grade of C or better in MTH251 (Calculus II). I expect that you
have taken and mastered the material in a calculus course equivalent to MTH251.
You should be thoroughly familiar with limits, continuity, derivatives and integrals,
and you should be able to perform all the routine computations associated with
these ideas efficiently and accurately. Of course, it’s not reasonable to expect that
you remember every small detail, but you should be able to use the text or your
previous book to look these details up as needed.

Advising: Not sure if this is the right level course for you? You might see Laura
Anderson in 296 Bachelor (andersl@miamioh.edu), the Chief Departmental Adviser
for Math.

Quizzes: There will be a weakly quiz. Each quiz will be 10 or 15 minutes long,
and will generally consist of 2 problems. The 2 lowest scores will be dropped.

Homework: Ordinarily, homework does not get turned in or graded in this section
of this course. However, I will assign lists of homework exercises to try. Take
these seriously as being your guide concerning what to prepare for on exams and
quizzes.

Midterm Exams:

• Exam 1: Monday, March 4, in class

• Exam 2: Wednesday, April 3, in class

• Exam 3: Monday, April 29, in class

Final: The departmental final exam is given on Wednesday, May 15, 2024 10:15
a.m–12:15 p.m, and it will be cumulative.
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Writing assignment: There will be one assignment for which the objective is not
so much to solve a problem and get a correct answer, but to clearly explain the
problem’s solution, or something involving writing in some other context. More
on this later.

Other important dates:

• February 15: last day to drop with no grade markings

• April 8: last day to drop with a W (no grade, but designated as having
withdrawn)

Grading: Midterm Exams: 3 ⇥ 15%, Final exam: 30% , Quizzes: 15% points,
Writing assignments: 10%.

Grading complaints: If you strongly believe that a problem on a homework
assignment, quiz or exam has been graded incorrectly or that your score has been
recorded incorrectly, you must bring this to my attention immediately, in the same
day that you have received this quiz or exam back from me . Grading complaints
not initiated within this time period will not be considered.

Attendance: The class will be conducted under the presumption that you have
attended all lectures. In particular, you are responsible for all the announcements
made in class. MU policy already requires that every student is expected to
attend every class session for which the student is duly registered, so there is never
any excuse for a poor attendance record. Excessive (¿4) number of unexcused
absences will result in a warning and consequent removal of the student from
the roster.

Makeup quizzes: If you tell me your documentable good reason (like a Miami
U. sanctioned event) well in advance, Make-ups might well be available, but
otherwise not. If you find on a quiz day that you are too ill to take the quiz,
then you are probably too ill to come to class. Since you never know when an
emergency or illness will pop up, do not squander your opportunities at quizzes.

Makeup exams: Makeup midterms are given only under exceptional circumstances
(a solid, valid excuse must be presented with proof, before the date of the exam).
There will absolutely be no make-up Final exam.

Calculator policy: Calculators which can do symbolic derivatives (eg., TI-89,
TI-92) are not allowed on any exam or quiz. Graphing calculators are allowed,
but you won’t need to use the graphing functionality.
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Disabilities: Whether you have a physical disability or learning disability that
affects exam performance, please discuss this with me during the first week of
class. Some students think that it is a good idea to wait and see whether a
disability-related problem will matter in this particular class, but then when a
problem develops it is often to late to make proper arrangements. Concerning
learning disabilities, get me one of the official university agreement forms concerning
your documented disability, and we will work something out, which often amounts
to your having extra time available on exams and quizzes.

3
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Technical Comp-F23
Jump to Today  Edit

Course:

Introduction to Technical Computing (MTH 253-Section A) 

Day(s): Tuesday 10:05 - 11:55 pm

Classroom: 245 BAC

Instructor: 

Dr. Ebrahim Sarabi

E-m@il: sarabim@miamioh.edu (mailto:sarabim@miamioh.edu) (Please send your questions or
requests directly  to my email by using your miami account  and do not use Canvas to communicate
with me.) 

Office: 211 BAC

Lectures:

 In this course, we are going to use Jupyter notebook. All lecture will be  jupyter notebook files  and will
be posted in Files (https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/files) on Canvas. In this course, we
will use the Anaconda  (https://www.anaconda.com/) Python distribution. 

 

Instructions for installing Anaconda

MAC OS: If you have a Macbook laptop, you need to first download the graphical version of
anaconda from this link  (https://www.anaconda.com/download#macos) . Prior to downloading, you
should check whether your Macbook has an M1 chip or an Intel processor via "About this mac". Then
you have follow the instruction in this link  (https://docs.anaconda.com/free/anaconda/install/mac-
os/) to install Anaconda on your Macbook. You can also see this pdf file
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/files/28847840?wrap=1) for more information. 

Windows:  If you have a laptop with Windows as its operating system, you need to first download the
graphical version of anaconda from this link  (https://www.anaconda.com/download#macos) .  Then
you have follow the instruction in this link  (https://docs.anaconda.com/free/anaconda/install/mac-
os/) to install Anaconda on your laptop or the instructions in this pdf file
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/files/28847839?wrap=1) . 

 

Installing New Packages in Anaconda
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To install new packages in Anaconda, you can use the instructions in this link
(https://conda.io/projects/conda/en/latest/user-guide/tasks/manage-pkgs.html) .

 

Office Hours:

  I will hold the following office hours   throughout the semester:

  Tuesday   from 12:00-1:00 pm; 

  Wednesday from 11:00-12:00

Text: 

We will not be following a specific textbook in this course. Lecture notes will be made available to
give you the information discussed in class. However, if you would like to read a book to help you
with the course, I recommend: Scientific Computation: Python Hacking for Math Junkies
(http://calculuscastle.com/pythonbook.html) , by B. Shapiro and   the free online textbook Python
Data Science Handbook  (https://jakevdp.github.io/PythonDataScienceHandbook/)  by Jake
VanderPlas. We will use parts of these books to understand how python modules  numerical
computations work. 

Course Outline:  This course will teach you the basics of Python programming from a mathematical
viewpoint. Programming is an essential skill in modern society, and will open the door for many
interesting practical and intellectual endeavors for you. We will be covering the following topics in this
course:  

 Introduction to Jupyter notebook and Python;

Loops, slicing, list comprehensions,  conditional statements;

Dictionaries and Functions;

Basic graphics with mathplotlib;

Linear Algebra topics in Python including  matrices, solving linear equations, and finding eigenvalues
and eigenvectors of matrices, linear and nonlinear least squares;

Numerical Optimization.

Class work. Each lecture note consists of a set of problems that you are going to solve during our class
meeting. You should complete your solutions and submit it to obtain the class participation part of your
final grade. 

Homework: There will be 6 sets of homework problems. You are welcome to collaborate on the
homework as long as every line of code you submit is typed by you, when you are alone. You are not
allowed to take notes from your colleagues’ or anybody else’s solutions. You should not copy paste any
code onto your notebooks or scripts.
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Projects: There will be there projects during the semester, each worths 20% of your final grade. 

 

Grade Distribution:

Projects 40%

Homework 36%

Class work and participation 24%

Final Exam:

There is no final  exam   in this course. 

Letter Grade Distribution:

>= 98.00    A+ ---- 77.00 - 79.99    C+

93.00 - 97.99    A ---- 73.00 - 76.99    C

90.00 - 92.99    A- ---- 70.00 - 72.99    C-

87.00 - 89.99    B+ ---- 67.00 - 69.99    D+

83.00 - 86.99    B ---- 63.00 - 66.99    D

80.00 - 82.99    B- ---- 60.00 - 62.99    D-

Course Policies:

Using cell phones in class is not allowed.  

Attendance is not a part of your grade but is expected. There will be a sign sheet every day in class
that you must sign at each meeting. Excessive absenteeism is defined by 4 or more occurrences of
unexcused absence in the semester. I will send you an email when the number of your absences
reaches 3 to remind you about this policy. Any student with such an excessive absenteeism  will be
dropped from class at any point during the semester. 

Student Disability:

If you are a student with a disability and feel you may need a reasonable accommodation to fulfill the
essential functions of this course, you are encouraged to connect with Student Disability Services (SDS).

470/710



11/15/23, 10:00 AM Technical Comp-F23

https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520 4/6

SDS provides accommodations and services for students with a variety of disabilities, including physical,
medical and psychiatric disabilities. You are encouraged to contact SDS to learn more about the
affiliation process and procedures for requesting accommodations.

Oxford Campus: SDS@MiamiOH.edu (mailto:sds@miamioh.edu)

Hamilton Campus: MUHODS@MiamiOH.edu (mailto:muhods@miamioh.edu)

Middletown Campus: MUMDC@MiamiOH.edu (mailto:mumdc@miamioh.edu)

Current SDS affiliated students should request accommodations according to SDS procedure
(https://www.miamioh.edu/student-life/sds/student-tools/accommodation-procedures/how-to-request-
accommodations/index.html) . You are strongly encouraged to request and discuss your accommodations
needs during the first 1-2 weeks of the semester.

Academic Integrity:

Academic dishonesty is defined as any activity that compromises the academic integrity of the institution
or subverts the educational process. Examples of academic dishonesty in this course include:

1. completing or participating in the completion of any portion of an academic assignment for another
student to submit as his or her own work, including taking a quiz or an examination for another
student;

2. providing assistance, information, or materials to another student in a manner not authorized by the
instructor;

Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated and will be treated in accordance with the policy
of Miami University.

 

Resources and Support for Students:

As an instructor, I have a duty to report  (https://www.miamioh.edu/policy-library/employees/general-
employment/non-discrimination/duty-to-report.html) . This means I am required to promptly report to the
Deputy Title IX Coordinator (titleix@miamioh.edu (mailto:titleix@miamioh.edu) or 513-529-1870) any
information a student shares with me regarding harassment, discrimination, sexual misconduct and
interpersonal violence, or retaliation. A report does not initiate an investigation. It engages a discussion
of your resources, supportive measures, and options available. If students want to speak with someone
confidentially, they can speak with Student Counseling Services, Student Health Services, and an
advocate with Women Helping Women. 

Speaking with a confidential resource person does not preclude students from making a formal report to
the University if and when they are ready.  

https://miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/programs-resources/report-incident/index.html
(https://miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/programs-resources/report-incident/index.html)  
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Course Summary:
Date Details Due

Sun Sep 10, 2023

  class work-Week2
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2555170)

due by 11:59pm

  Classwork-Week1
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2550429)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Sep 24, 2023   class work-week3
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2563120)

due by 11:59pm

Tue Sep 26, 2023   HW1
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2559596)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Oct 1, 2023   Classwork5-Week5
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2565382)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Oct 8, 2023   Class work-Week6
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2568691)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Oct 15, 2023   Classwork-week7
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2572783)

due by 11:59pm

Mon Oct 16, 2023   Project 1
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2566828)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Oct 22, 2023   Classwork-Week8
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2576509)

due by 11:59pm

For more information, please visit https://miamioh.edu/campus-safety/sexual-assault/
(https://miamioh.edu/campus-safety/sexual-assault/) and https://www.miamioh.edu/diversity-
inclusion/oeeo/index.html  (https://www.miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/oeeo/index.html) .  

 

Important Dates:

Last day to drop without a grade:  Sept. 15

Last day to drop with a grade of “W”:  Oct. 30

Holidays (no class):  Fall break (Oct. 13-15)
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Date Details Due

Tue Oct 24, 2023   HW2
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2573655)

due by 10am

Mon Oct 30, 2023   Classwork-Week9
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2580518)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Nov 5, 2023   Classwork-Week10
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2582807)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Nov 12, 2023   Classwork-Week11
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2586001)

due by 11:59pm

Fri Nov 17, 2023   HW3
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2582638)

due by 11:59pm

Tue Dec 5, 2023   Project 2
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/198520/assignments/2582637)

due by 11:59pm
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MTH 331B Proof: Introduction to Higher Mathematics Spring 2024

Time and place: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 1:15-2:10
Bachelor Hall, Room 110

Instructor: Doug Ward (email wardde@miamioh.edu), 204 Bachelor Hall

O�ce hours: 10-11:30 MTWRF, TR 4-5 or by appointment

Phone number: 529-3534

Text: Book of Proof (Edition 3.3, 2018)
by Richard Hammack, available online
(a copy is posted at the course site)

Prerequisite: MTH 249 or MTH 251 or equivalent
Pre- or Corequisite: MTH 222 or equivalent

Grades will be based on

a) three exams worth 100 points each, given in class on Feb. 23, Mar. 22, and April 26.

b) homework assignments worth a total of 150 points. There will at least eleven 15-point
assignments, and I will count your highest ten scores. Please acknowledge any outside
sources that you use, including other students. Please write legibly and leave plenty
of room for my comments.

c) a comprehensive final exam worth 150 points, given in Bachelor 110 at 12:45 PM on
Monday, May 13.

Grading scale:

90-100 A 74-77 B� 58-61 D+
86-89 A� 70-73 C+ 54-57 D
82-85 B+ 66-69 C 50-53 D�

78-81 B 62-65 C�

Some other dates to remember:

Feb 15: Last day to drop a course without a grade.

Apr 8: Last day to drop a course with a W.
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Di↵erential Equations

MTH 347 – Fall 2023

SECTION: A, CRN: 10911 & HA, CRN: 18478

PROFESSOR: Narcisse Randriana

E-mail: randrin@miamioh.edu

MWF 2:50 pm–3:45 pm, 110 BAC

OFFICE: 225 BAC

OFFICE HOURS: T & Th: 1:00 pm-2:00 pm or by appointment.

TEXTBOOK: , Di↵erential Equations and Boundary value Problems, 5th edition by C.
Henry Edwards, David E. Penney, and David T. Calvis.

MyLab Math: You need to register with “Pearson/MyLab and mastering” to get access to
the homework platform.

GENERAL PROCEDURES

1. Prerequisites: Calculus III and Linear algebra ( MTH 252 and MTH 222)

2. Examinations and Gradings:

(a) Midterms. There will be three exams (on Friday, September 22; Friday, October 20;
Friday, November 17). Each of the three exams is worth 100 points.

There will be no make-ups for in class tests. A student may miss a maximum of one of the
three provided that some UNCONTROLLABLE circumstance conflicts with the time of the
test (for example, an illness). The student must inform me (and provides written evidence)
about the circumstance conflicting with the test as soon as s/he becomes aware of it. If the
student and I both agree that the circumstance is uncontrollable and unavoidable the grade
for the missed test will be replaced by the percentage grade that the student receives on the
Final Exam.

(b) Weekly Quizzes. We will have weekly quizzes (given at the beginning of the week)
The total score for quizzes will be scaled to 50 points.

(c) MyLab Math homework will be given every week. Assignments will be posted on
Friday and will be available through the weekend. MyLab is now integrated with the course
canvas site (click on the MyLab and mastering).
The total score for MyLab homework will be scaled to 50 points.

(d) Written project due Friday, December 8 worth 25 points. In this assignment you will
be asked to present briefly most important concepts and skills that we have learned during
the semester. The preferred format is a sample final test with detailed solution. The purpose
of this assignment is to help you prepare for the final exam.

(e) Final Exam. (Wednesday, December 13, 3:00 pm–5:00 pm). The final exam is
comprehensive and is worth 200 points.

3. Attendance Policy: Class attendance is obligatory. Students with excessive absences
will be dropped from class.
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There will be 20 points awarded to each student at the beginning of the semester. These
points will be subtracted for non-attendance according to the following schedule. No points
lost for the first 2 missed classes, 5 points lost for each next absence.

4. ADA and Students with disabilities:

Miami University is committed to ensuring equal access to students with disabilities. Mi-
ami’s O�ce of Student Disability Services (SDS) assists students with determining eligibility
for services and accommodation planning. Students who are entitled to disability-related aca-
demic adjustments, auxiliary aids, etc., must register with SDS to receive accommodations
in university courses. Please understand that formal communication from SDS must be pre-
sented prior to the coordination of accommodations for this course. For more information,
students may contact SDS at (513) 529-1541 or via email at sds@miamioh.edu.

5. Academic/Personal Integrity:

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. You are expected to do your own work on all
quizzes and exams (and collaborate/discuss problems and ideas with NO ONE). Academic
Integrity is at the heart of the mission and values of Miami University and is an expectation of
all students. Maintaining academic integrity is a reflection of your character and a means to
ensuring that you are achieving the outcomes of this course and that your grades accurately
reflect learning and understanding of the course material. According to the Miami University
Student Handbook, “Academic dishonesty is defined as any activity that compromises the
academic integrity of the institution or subverts the educational process.”

• Collaboration is permitted and encouraged on homework, any class activities, and prepar-
ing for exams.

• During assessments, the following will be treated as an act of academic dishonesty: looking
at or copying another student’s work (in whole or part), using an unapproved electronic
device (including smartphones, Apple watches, tablets, etc.), using a formula sheet or notes,
communicating verbally or non-verbally with another person.

• If you are suspected of academic dishonesty, it will be reported to the O�ce of Academic
Integrity. For more information on the policy and procedure regarding academic integrity,
Anyone caught cheating or copying anyone else’s work will receive a zero on the piece of work
for which they were caught cheating (if this is a quiz score, it is one that cannot be dropped).
Additional punishment may come from the department and the university.

7. Duty to Report. Resources and Support for Students.
As an instructor, I have a duty to report. This means I am required to promptly report

to the Deputy Title IX Coordinator (titleix@miamioh.edu or 513-529-1870) any information
a student shares with me regarding harassment, discrimination, sexual misconduct and in-
terpersonal violence, or retaliation. A report does not initiate an investigation. It engages a
discussion of your resources, supportive measures, and options available. If students want to
speak with someone confidentially, they can speak with Student Counseling Services, Student
Health Services, and an advocate with Women Helping Women.

Speaking with a confidential resource person does not preclude students from making a
formal report to the University if and when they are ready. https://miamioh.edu/diversity-
inclusion/programs-resources/report-incident/index.html
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For more information, please visit https://miamioh.edu/campus-safety/sexual-assault/ and
https://www.miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/oeeo/index.html.

6. Calendar

–Labor Day: Monday, September 4;
–Last day to drop without a grade, Friday, September 15;
–Exam 1: Friday, September 22;
–Fall Break: Friday, October 13;
–Exam 2: Friday, October 20 ;
–Last day to drop with ”W”: Monday, October 30;
–Exam 3: Friday, November 17;
–Thanksgiving Holiday: Wednesday, November 22–Sunday, November 26;
–Written project: Friday, December 8;
–Final Exam: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 (3:00 pm–5:00 pm).
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Real Analysis      MTH 441/541 (section A)      Spring 2024 

 Time and Place: 11:40 - 12:35 MWF, 112 Bachelor Hall 

 Instructor: Patrick Dowling, 205 Bachelor Hall  (# 529 - 5831)   dowlinpn@miamioh.edu 

Office Hours:  10:00 - 11:00 MWF  or by appointment. 

Text:  There is no required text.  However, if you would like to have a text, then, Introduction to 
Real Analysis by Manfred Stoll is a good choice.  I will somewhat follow this text but not so 
closely that it should be required. I am confident you can find versions of this text online. 

Syllabus: The course will cover at least chapters 1 -- 6 and chapter 8. 

Examinations:  For the course there will be eleven quizzes, the lowest three of which will be 
dropped, three tests and a final.  Homework will be assigned weekly.  Homework will not be 
collected or graded.  However, quiz and test problems will be based on material covered in class 
and on the assigned homework. For students taking the course for graduate credit, there will be 
several projects assigned during the semester.  The dates for the tests and the final are as follows: 

Final:    Wednesday, May 15, 2024, 12:45 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
 
Test #1: Feb. 28 

Test #2:  Apr. 3 

Test #3:  May 1 
 
Quiz #1: Jan. 31          Quiz #7: Mar. 20 
Quiz #2: Feb. 7            Quiz #8: Apr. 10 
Quiz #3: Feb. 14          Quiz #9: Apr. 17 
Quiz #4: Feb. 21          Quiz #10: Apr. 24 
Quiz #5: Mar. 6            Quiz #11: May 8 
Quiz #6: Mar. 13 

 
Grades: The total of the three tests, the eight best quizzes and the final will be used to determine 
your grade for the course. The  final accounts for 34% of the course grade, the quizzes account 
for 15% of the course grade, and each test accounts for 17% of the course grade. Grades will be 
distributed on the following basis (with +'s at the upper end and -'s at the lower end): 

 
Undergraduate                                                      Graduate 
85% - 100% A                                                       90% - 100% A 
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70% - 84% B                                                         75% - 89% B 
55% - 69% C                                                         60% - 74% C 

 
Note that there will be NO make-up examinations given. 
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INTERNSHIP LEARNING AGREEMENT 
Miami University 

 (To be used for Undergraduate Student Initiated and Arranged, Non-Credit 
Professional Experiences) 

 
1.  STUDENT INFORMATION 
 
Student Name (“Intern”):          Today’s Date:    
 
Email Address:          Phone:      
 
Mailing Address:              
 
 
2.  INTERNSHIP SPONSOR INFORMATION  
 
Business / Agency Name (“Sponsor”):            
 
Business / Agency Address:             
    Number / Street    City  State  Zip 
 
Business / Agency Supervisor:        Phone:      
 
Title:           Fax:      
 
Email address:        Sponsor Website:     
 
 
 
3.  GENERAL DECLARATIONS 
 
The purpose of this Learning Agreement is to ensure that the internship experience is productive and 
beneficial to both parties. 
 

•  Internship Site: ____________    .   
• This Internship will begin on   , 20___ and will be completed by     20___.   
• The Intern   WILL   /    WILL NOT   be paid during the period of the internship.  If the intern is 

paid, pay will be made at the rate of _________________ per ___________________ for the 
duration of the internship. 

• The Intern will work approximately __  hours and the scheduled hours will be as follows:  
             
   . 

• It is understood that the internship is temporary, and the Sponsor is under no obligation to 
continue the internship or to make any offer of permanent employment following the internship.   
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4.  WORK PLAN 
 

a) Intern Learning Outcomes (specify at least three Learning Outcomes that will demonstrate 
the educational value of the experience for the Intern): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
b) How will the Intern learn (e.g., formal training opportunities, didactics, assigned reading, 

modeling by supervisor, individual supervision, group supervision)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c) The following are considered Regular Internship Assignments for the intern: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

d) The following are considered Special Projects assigned to the intern: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
e) Describe any additional training and instruction be provided by the Sponsor: 
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 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

f) Specify at least one products/output the Intern will produce (e.g., case notes, scored 
protocols, data analysis, specific project, paper).  The product/output may be directly related 
to one of the learning objectives described above.   

 
 
 
 

5.  SUPERVISION: 
 

a. Internship Sponsor Supervisor’s Name: 

 

b. Position/Title:  

 
 

c. Relevant degree(s) and field of study : 

 

d. Nature of the supervision (e.g., individual, group, etc.) 

 
 

e. How much supervision/contact will the Intern receive (e.g., 60 minutes 1 X week)? 

 

 
 
6. INTERN AGREEMENT AND RELEASE of MIAMI UNIVERSITY 
 
I,     , acknowledge that an internship is a unique opportunity to gain valuable 
professional experience.  I have reviewed the Internship Work Plan set forth in Paragraph 4, above, and 
believe that I will be able to fulfill the duties described in a timely and professional manner.  I also 
acknowledge that for this internship to be considered an academic experience I will be required to 
submit information that will permit Miami to evaluate the academic benefit of the experience, 
specifically: 
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• My ability to perform in a professional manner, as indicated by my ability to arrive on time, my 
ability to meet deadlines, my ability to take initiative in learning, and my ability to interact with 
my supervisors and colleagues; 

• My learning during the internship, as indicated by my ability to fulfill the duties described in the 
work plan and my achievement of the learning outcomes identified in the work plan. 

 
Such information  may include a log of my[weekly monthly quarterly?] summary of hours and duties, 
organized to show daily activities, which I will submit to ____________ via email or other electronic 
means, and which will be forwarded to my supervisor for review [Summary of the experience?] 
 
WHAT FOLLOWS IS A RELEASE OF LEGAL RIGHTS—READ AND UNDERSTAND BEFORE 

SIGNING. 
 
I recognize that Miami University does not control in any way the manner in which the internship work 
experience and the internship site is structured or operated. The University’s involvement is limited to 
rendering a reasonable judgment, based solely on information supplied by me and by the 
Sponsor/Organization, that the internship is a valid education experience. The University makes no other 
assurances, express or implied concerning the internship.  I understand that participation in the 
internship involves risks not found in study at the University. These include risks involved in traveling 
to and returning from the internship location (s) and risks that may arise not only from my own action, 
inaction, or negligence, but also from the action, inaction, or negligence of others, or the condition of the 
internship location (s) or of any equipment used. I also recognize that there may be other risks involved 
in participating in the internship that are not presently known or reasonably foreseeable. I understand 
that Miami University does not require me to participate in the internship, but I freely choose to do so, 
despite the possible dangers and risks.  I understand that I am responsible for evaluating the risks 
presented by the internship program and for taking all reasonably prudent steps to protect my health and 
safety, including securing my own health, personal injury and disability insurance coverage. 
 
Knowing the risks described above, and in consideration of Miami University’s review and 
acknowledgement of the educational value of the Work Plan set forth in Paragraph 4, I agree, on behalf 
of my family, heirs, and personal representative(s), to assume all the risks and responsibilities 
surrounding my participation in the internship. To the maximum extent permitted by law, I release and 
indemnify the Miami University, its Trustees officers, employees, and agents, from and against any 
present or future claim, loss, or liability for injury to person or property that I may suffer, or for which I 
may be liable to any other person, arising from my participation in the internship (including periods in 
transit to or from the internship location(s)). 
 
I have carefully read and understand this Internship Learning Agreement and the release and indemnity 
provisions of this Paragraph 6. No other representations, statements, or inducements, oral or written, 
apart from the foregoing written statement, have been made.  
 
___________________________________      ___________________  
Signature of Intern        Date 
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7.  SPONSOR AGREEMENT 
 
I,     , on behalf of Sponsor agree to supervise the above-referenced student as 
an intern at      .  I affirm that the description of the internship agreement 
set forth in this Internship Learning Agreement is an accurate description of the activities to be 
experienced and performed by the Intern.  I further I acknowledge and agree that the internship is 
intended to be both an academic and a professional experience for the Intern and to that end I agree to 
provide learning assistance and supervision throughout the internship.  I certify that during the 
internship, the Intern will gain experience with the skills outlined in the work plan.  I understand that, if 
the internship involves work for pay, such arrangements will be negotiated and agreed upon solely 
between the Sponsor and Intern and I further understand and acknowledge that the 
Sponsor/Organization is solely responsible for complying with any applicable wage and hour laws, 
benefits, health and safety, workers compensation, and all other labor, employment and workplace laws, 
rules, ordinances and requirements that may arise from or are related to the relationship between the 
Intern and the Sponsor.  I further understand and acknowledge that health insurance are the Intern’s 
responsibility.   
 
As supervisor for the Intern, I agree to: 
 

• Consult with both the intern and  Instructor before making any major changes to the work plan; 
• Complete a midterm and final evaluation for the intern and submit these evaluation to the T 

Instructor via email or other means as follow:   
o The midterm evaluation, submitted approximately half way through the internship, can be 

simply an overview of the Intern’s progress and notes any areas of needed change or 
improvement.   

o The final evaluation can take the form of either a standard employee or intern evaluation 
as used by the Sponsor/Organization or as a letter of summary by the supervisor(s) which 
outlines the overall success of the Intern in the internship.   

 
              
  Supervisor Signature      Date 
 
 

 
7.   MIAMI UNIVERSITY- INSTRUCTOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
I,      , have reviewed the Work Plan set forth in Paragraph 4, above, and 
agree that, based on the description provided herein by Intern and Sponsor/Organization, the internship 
will be a valid academic learning experience.  Any assessment of the value of the experience shall be 
subject to an evaluation of the materials submitted pursuant to this Internship Leaning Agreement.  
 
 
 
              
   Miami University        Date 
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Python
Jump to Today  Edit

Course:

Applied Mathematics with Python (MTH 400/500-Section A) 

Day(s): Tuesday 10:05 - 11:25 pm

Classroom: 114 BAC

Instructor: 

Dr. Ebrahim Sarabi

E-m@il: sarabim@miamioh.edu (mailto:sarabim@miamioh.edu) (Please send your questions or
requests directly  to my email by using your miami account  and do not use Canvas to communicate
with me.) 

Office: 211 BAC

Lectures:

 In this course, we are going to use Jupyter notebook. All lecture will be  jupyter notebook files  and will
be posted in Files (https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/214972/files) on Canvas. In this course, we
will use the Anaconda  (https://www.anaconda.com/) Python distribution. 

 

Instructions for installing Anaconda

MAC OS: If you have a Macbook laptop, you need to first download the graphical version of
anaconda from this link  (https://www.anaconda.com/download#macos) . Prior to downloading, you
should check whether your Macbook has an M1 chip or an Intel processor via "About this mac". Then
you can follow the instruction in this link  (https://docs.anaconda.com/free/anaconda/install/mac-os/)
to install Anaconda on your Macbook. You can also see this pdf file
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/214972/files/30765729?wrap=1) for more information. 

Windows:  If you have a laptop with Windows as its operating system, you need to first download the
graphical version of anaconda from this link  (https://www.anaconda.com/download#macos) .  Then
you can follow the instruction in this link  (https://docs.anaconda.com/free/anaconda/install/mac-os/)
to install Anaconda on your laptop or the instructions in this pdf file
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/214972/files/30765728?wrap=1) . 

 

Installing New Packages in Anaconda
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To install new packages in Anaconda, you can use the instructions in this link
(https://conda.io/projects/conda/en/latest/user-guide/tasks/manage-pkgs.html) .

 

Office Hours:

  I will hold the following office hours   throughout the semester:

  Tuesday  and Thursday from 12:00-1:30 pm.

Text: 

We will not be following a specific textbook in this course. Lecture notes will be made available to
give you the information discussed in class. However, if you would like to read a book to help you
with the course, I recommend: Scientific Computation: Python Hacking for Math Junkies
(http://calculuscastle.com/pythonbook.html) , by B. Shapiro and   the free online textbook Python
Data Science Handbook  (https://jakevdp.github.io/PythonDataScienceHandbook/)  by Jake
VanderPlas. We will use parts of these books to understand how python modules  numerical
computations work. 

Course Outline:  This course will teach you the basics of Python programming from a mathematical
viewpoint. Programming is an essential skill in modern society, and will open the door for many
interesting practical and intellectual endeavors for you. We will be covering the following topics in this
course:  

 Introduction to Jupyter notebook and Python;

Loops, slicing, list comprehensions,  conditional statements;

Dictionaries and Functions;

Basic graphics with matplotlib;

Vectorization with Numpy

Classes in Python;

Topics in Linear Algebra topics  including  matrices, solving linear equations, and finding eigenvalues
and eigenvectors of matrices, linear and nonlinear least squares;

Probability and randomness, Random walks, Law of large numbers and the central limit theorem

Numerical Optimization.

Graph theory and its applications to social network analysis;

Data visualization in Python

Class work. Each lecture note consists of a set of problems that you are going to work during our class
meeting. You should complete your solutions and submit it to obtain the class participation part of your
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final grade. For each missing classwork, you will lose 1% from the class participation score. For each
two unexcused absences, you will also lose 1% from the class participation score.

Project: There will be 7 sets of projects. You are welcome to collaborate on the projects as long as every
line of code you submit is typed by you, when you are alone. You are not allowed to take notes from your
colleagues’ or anybody else’s solutions. You should not copy paste any code onto your notebooks or
scripts.

Exams: There will be a midterm exam on March 14. More detail about the exam will be discussed in
class on the week leading to the exam.  

 

Grade Distribution:

Projects 56%

Midterm Exam 18%

Final Exam 18%

Class participation 8%

Final Exam:

There will be a final  exam   in this course. 

Letter Grade Distribution:

>= 98.00    A+ ---- 77.00 - 79.99    C+

93.00 - 97.99    A ---- 73.00 - 76.99    C

90.00 - 92.99    A- ---- 70.00 - 72.99    C-

87.00 - 89.99    B+ ---- 67.00 - 69.99    D+

83.00 - 86.99    B ---- 63.00 - 66.99    D

80.00 - 82.99    B- ---- 60.00 - 62.99    D-

Course Policies:

Using cell phones in class is not allowed.  
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There will be a sign sheet every day in class that you must sign at each meeting. Excessive
absenteeism is defined by 6 or more occurrences of unexcused absence in the semester.  Any
student with such an excessive absenteeism  will be receive  0 for the class participation score. 

Student Disability:

If you are a student with a disability and feel you may need a reasonable accommodation to fulfill the
essential functions of this course, you are encouraged to connect with Student Disability Services (SDS).
SDS provides accommodations and services for students with a variety of disabilities, including physical,
medical and psychiatric disabilities. You are encouraged to contact SDS to learn more about the
affiliation process and procedures for requesting accommodations.

Oxford Campus: SDS@MiamiOH.edu (mailto:sds@miamioh.edu)

Hamilton Campus: MUHODS@MiamiOH.edu (mailto:muhods@miamioh.edu)

Middletown Campus: MUMDC@MiamiOH.edu (mailto:mumdc@miamioh.edu)

Current SDS affiliated students should request accommodations according to SDS procedure
(https://www.miamioh.edu/student-life/sds/student-tools/accommodation-procedures/how-to-request-
accommodations/index.html) . You are strongly encouraged to request and discuss your accommodations
needs during the first 1-2 weeks of the semester.

Academic Integrity:

Academic dishonesty is defined as any activity that compromises the academic integrity of the institution
or subverts the educational process. Examples of academic dishonesty in this course include:

1. completing or participating in the completion of any portion of an academic assignment for another
student to submit as his or her own work, including taking a quiz or an examination for another
student;

2. providing assistance, information, or materials to another student in a manner not authorized by the
instructor;

Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated and will be treated in accordance with the policy
of Miami University.

 

Resources and Support for Students:

As an instructor, I have a duty to report  (https://www.miamioh.edu/policy-library/employees/general-
employment/non-discrimination/duty-to-report.html) . This means I am required to promptly report to the
Deputy Title IX Coordinator (titleix@miamioh.edu (mailto:titleix@miamioh.edu) or 513-529-1870) any
information a student shares with me regarding harassment, discrimination, sexual misconduct and
interpersonal violence, or retaliation. A report does not initiate an investigation. It engages a discussion
of your resources, supportive measures, and options available. If students want to speak with someone

490/710



2/13/24, 12:46 PM Python

https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/214972 5/5

Course Summary:
Date Details Due

Sun Feb 4, 2024   Week1
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/214972/assignments/2713803)

due by 11:59pm

Fri Feb 9, 2024   Week 2
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/214972/assignments/2717031)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Feb 11, 2024   Week2-2
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/214972/assignments/2719186)

due by 11:59pm

Fri Feb 16, 2024   Proj1
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/214972/assignments/2718490)

due by 11:59pm

confidentially, they can speak with Student Counseling Services, Student Health Services, and an
advocate with Women Helping Women. 

Speaking with a confidential resource person does not preclude students from making a formal report to
the University if and when they are ready.  

https://miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/programs-resources/report-incident/index.html
(https://miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/programs-resources/report-incident/index.html)  

For more information, please visit https://miamioh.edu/campus-safety/sexual-assault/
(https://miamioh.edu/campus-safety/sexual-assault/) and https://www.miamioh.edu/diversity-
inclusion/oeeo/index.html  (https://www.miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/oeeo/index.html) .  

 

Important Dates:

Last day to drop without a grade:  Feb 15

Last day to drop with a grade of “W”:  Apr 8

Spring break (no class):  Mar 25-31
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Math 432/532 Optimization Fall 2023

Time and place: Tuesday and Thursday, 10:05-11:25
Bachelor Hall, Room 201

Instructor: Doug Ward (email wardde@miamioh.edu), 204 Bachelor Hall

O�ce hours: MWF 10-11:30; MTRF 4-5 or by appointment
Phone number: 529-3534

Text: Course notes available at Oxford Copy Shop ($14.96 + tax)

Prerequisites: Grade of at least C� in MTH 222, 252, 331

Grades will be based on

a) three exams worth 100 points each, to be given in class on Sept 26, Oct 24, and Nov
21.

b) homework assignments worth a total of 150 points. Assignments are due in class on
the due date. I will post solutions online a few days after the due date, and I will not
accept any papers submitted after solutions are posted.

Please acknowledge any outside sources, including other students. Please write legibly
and leave plenty of room for my comments.

c) a comprehensive final exam worth 150 points, given in Bachelor 201 at 8:00 AM on
Thursday, Dec 14.

Grading scale:

90-100 A 74-77 B� 58-61 D+
86-89 A� 70-73 C+ 54-57 D
82-85 B+ 66-69 C 50-53 D�

78-81 B 62-65 C�

Note: On tests you are permitted to use a scientific calculator—a TI30 or comparable
model.
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Day-by-Day Schedule

Date Topic Homework/Tests

Tues Aug 29 One-variable unconstrained case

Thurs Aug 31 Examples; setting rf = 0

Tues Sept 5 Taylor’s Theorem; Hessian matrix

Thurs Sept 7 classifying matrices Homework 1 due

Tues Sept 12 second deriv test

Thurs Sept 14 saddle pts; coercivity Homework 2 due

Tues Sept 19 examples; convex functions

Thurs Sept 21 Gradient inequality Homework 3 due

Tues Sept 26 Test 1

Thurs Sept 28 Identifying convex functions

Tues Oct 3 AGM inequality Homework 4 due

Thurs Oct 5 AGM; least squares

Tues Oct 10 Nearest pt; min. norm Homework 5 due

Thurs Oct 12 Orthogonal complements

Tues Oct 17 Newton’s method Homework 6 due

Thurs Oct 19 Gradient method

Tues Oct 24 Test 2

Thurs Oct 26 KKT examples

Tues Oct 31 KKT examples

Thurs Nov 2 KKT proof Homework 7 due

Tues Nov 7 Lagrangian su�ciency

Thurs Nov 9 Extreme points; LP intro Homework 8 due

Tues Nov 14 Simplex method for LP

Thurs Nov 16 Two-phase method Homework 9 due

Tues Nov 21 Test 3

Tues Nov 28 Wolfe’s method for QP

Thurs Nov 30 Duality; dual simplex method Homework 10 due

Tues Dec 5 Duality for various LP models

Thurs Dec 7 KKT & duality; strong duality Homework 11 due

Thurs Dec 14 Final Exam 8:00 AM
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MTH433/533: Applied Linear Algebra, FALL 2023 Syllabus

1. Basic Stuff

Instructor: Caleb Eckhardt

Contact Info: The best way to contact me is via email: eckharc@miamioh.edu.

O�ce/Hours: Bachelor 231. 11-12 on MWF. I am free many other times, just send me an email,

talk to me before or after class or drop by my o�ce.

2. Course materials

Required, free text: The required text is Applied Linear Algebra 2nd Edition by Olver and

Shakiban. This book can be freely downloaded1 from the Miami University library. I also placed

a pdf copy in the ‘Files’ section of our Canvas course.

Required, free software: The applications we learn in this course are highly computational.

We will not do those computations by hand. We will use Jupyter notebooks that use the pro-

gramming language Python. We will mainly use the packages numpy and pandas. No previous

experience with any programming language is necessary or assumed. See our Canvas

site for installation options for Jupyter. If you’re reading this before the first day of class I will talk

about all of this extensively on the first day.

3. Detailed Course Description

I assume that you have (i) taken an introductory linear algebra course (like MTH 222) and (ii)

forgotten a lot of it.2 This is actually kind of a good thing–as we review it provides an opportunity

to learn all of the relevant Python. Our syllabus is loosely centered around three main applications

each of which have subapplications. We might stray somewhat from the following plan but this is

more-or-less what I expect to cover

(1) Review 1: Solving systems of linear equations with Gaussian elimination, matrix opera-

tions; Sections 1.1-1.6

(2) LU and LDV factorizations; Chapter 1

(3) Review 2: Subspaces, span, linear independence, basis, dimension, column and null space,

range and kernel. Chapter 2

(4) Application 1; Least squares and data fitting

(a) Inner product basics; Sections 3.1-3.2

(b) Positive (semi)definite matrices and tests for positivity; Sections 3.4-3.5

1There are many Springer books available for free download from Miami libraries!
2This is common, it usually takes a second or third in-depth exposure to linear algebra (or really anything technical)

for the ideas to click.
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(c) Orthogonality, orthonormal bases, projections, QR factorization; Sections 4.1-4.4

(d) Solution of least squares problems, Linear regression; Sections 5.2-5.4

(e) Data fitting and interpolation; Sections 4.5, 5.5

(5) Application 2; Image compression, data retrieval, statistical data analysis

(a) Review 3: Eigenvalue/vector review; Sections 8.2-8.5

(b) Singular values and the SVD; Sections 8.7

(c) The SVD in image compression

(d) The SVD for dimensionality reduction in data analysis (Principal Component Analy-

sis); Section 8.8

(e) The SVD for smart data retrieval (Latent Semantic Indexing); Outside sources

(6) Application 3; Markov chains, Perron-Frobenius eigenvectors and ranking

(a) Perron-Frobenius eigenvectors/eigenvalues, stationary vectors for Markov chains; Sec-

tion 9.3 and outside sources

(b) Ranking via Perron-Frobenius (Google PageRank, Uneven sporting competition, etc.)

(c) (How eigenvalues are actually calculated/estimated) Numerical estimation of eigenval-

ues and eigenvectors; Section 9.5

4. Evaluation:

4.1. Homework. Homework will comprise a large portion of your grade. A lot of homework will

be done in a Jupyter notebook that you upload to Canvas. I may also assign some paper-and-pencil

exercises to make sure you have a solid conceptual understanding of the material. Working with

each other to discuss the problems is fine, but you must complete your own work. Of course, talk

to me at any time about the homework.

4.2. Projects: We will have two projects during the semester–one around the midterm and one

at the end of the semester which will be your final exam. These will be very very long homework

assignments. Much more information will be given during the course.

4.3. Quizzes. We will have (about) 5-6 quizzes during the semester. Each will take the entire

lecture period. Roughly once every 2 weeks and skipping those weeks when projects are due. You

will be given at least a week notice before each quiz.

4.4. Grade breakdown: Your final grade will be calculated as follows

Homework: 45%

Projects: 2 @ 17.5% each = 35%

Quizzes: 20%

I will use the standard 60/70/80/90 to D-/C-/B-/A- scale.
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MTH435/535 A 
Instructor:  Dr. Anna Ghazaryan 

Email:  ghazarar@miamioh.edu 

Class: Tue and Th 1:15 - 2:35 pm, BAC 219 

Office Hours: Tue and Th 12:15 - 1:15 pm, BAC122A, and by appointment in person and 
by zoom 

Textbook:  Mathematical Modeling, by K. K. Tung. We will us 2-3 chapters of the chapters 
from the book, but not all.  You also can choose a topic for your final presentation from the 
book, unless you suggest your own topic.  Used copies of the textbook are  very inexpensive 
(under 20$). Any edition will do, no disks/supplements are required.  If the price is prohibitive, 
let me know. 

Grades: Your grade will be based on scores for several assigned projects and a number 
of smaller assignments.  Throughout the semester you also will be working on one if the 
topics suggested to the class that will result in the final presentation.  

The form of the submission of the projects will be announced for each project and can 
be either in the form of written technical report or a presentation. You will be working 
on the projects and assignments in and outside of class time, in groups or individually. 

The grade distribution is standard. A range: 90% - 100%; B range: 80% - 89%; C range: 
70% - 79%; D range: 60% - 69%; F: 59% and less. 

Attendance: A lot of the work for this course will be done is small groups during the 
class-time.   You are allowed to miss one class without an explanation and a 
penalty.  After that missing a class without an excuse will result in a 3% grade deduction.  

Academic Integrity Statement: Students are expected to follow university guidelines - 
http://blogs.miamioh.edu/miamipolicies/?p=1994. Please read carefully. 
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  MATH 438/538, Theory & Applications of Graphs  Fall 2023   
 

Dr. Dan Pri)kin                     Office Hours 
289 Bachelor Hall    On Zoom!  T 8:30 p.m. – 9:30 (longer before exams) 
Office: 529-5842   In person: I teach another class un)l 9:45, MWF, and   
     will hold office hours in BAC 106 once done with that.  
Cell: 461-4118   Also in BAC 106, 11:30-12:15 MWF 
Mailbox: In 123 BAC   Also in BAC 106, MW 3:30-4:30 
email: pri)kd@miamioh.edu         (office hours also by appointment)        

I reserve the right to adjust the syllabus, particularly if Covid conditions make a comeback.  : ( 

Topics: The textbook is “packed” with material, a small fraction of which we can cover.  Even from a 
single chapter section, often we cover only a fraction.  Extra supplements will be made available for 
more coverage of applications/algorithms, since the book doesn’t emphasize those. Expect to cover 
much of Ch. 1, selected parts of Ch. 2,3,4, and only a little bit of Ch. 5, and not much of anything 
further.  

Text:  Douglas B. West’s Introduction to Graph Theory (second edition) 	
  
 

Estimated Schedule of Exams and Quizzes (but likely none of these will change): 

 

Date 
W SEP 20 EXAM#1 
W OCT 18 EXAM#2 
W NOV 15 EXAM#3 
F DEC 15 FINAL 10:15-12:15 
( Final’s locaFon in BAC 114 )                         

                                                  Points Worth 
Exams (80 points each, with  ½ drop) 200 
 

Final Exam, 2 hrs. 120 
 

Homework  180 
               

                ______ 
 

                 TOTAL 500 
  
  

All graphing calculators and calculators that perform symbolic algebraic manipulaFons (CAS) are 
disallowed on exams, as are devices that can access the internet.  Ordinary and scienFfic calculators are 
otherwise allowed. 
  

Advising: NOT SURE IF THIS IS THE RIGHT LEVEL COURSE FOR YOU? See Laura 
Anderson in 122C Bachelor (andersL@miamioh.edu 9-2185), the Chief Departmental Adviser for 
Math. 
  

Do you understand the policies at M.U. concerning dropping a course? Except in certain 
medical circumstances, petitions to drop a course later than an official deadline are typically 
denied. So, pay attention to your progress and to the deadlines for dropping.  
Below are some of the deadlines, to my knowledge. It is each student’s responsibility to check these. 
F, Sep a: last day to add a class 
F, Sep 15: last day to drop with no grade markings 
M, Oct 30: last day to drop with a W (no grade, but designated as having withdrawn) 
This semester there are no classes on Monday, Sep 4 (Labor Day), Friday Oct 13 (Fall Break), 
and WRF Nov 22,23,24 (Thanksgiving Break). 
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Trying to add a course or change sections? For MTH classes, do not bother instructors with 
individual requests… instead use the ROR system (Registration Override) to make requests. 
 https://miamioh.edu/cas/academics/advising/at-miami/ror.html 
  

This course has lots of proof content, so we need to work through many proof practice problems in class 
in order to get used to the nature and quirks of proof techniques and attitudes specific to graph theory. I’ll 
also introduce applications and sometimes algorithms, both because they are useful and interesting, but 
also because they provide some relief from the typical proof-heavy nature of the textbook. The procedures 
and notation for work shown for following graph algorithms will NOT be in the book, so be sure to attend 
regularly so as to not miss out on what kind of work to show on such straightforward problems. There will 
be some supplementary videos, and there will be an updated set of notes.  
     In general, in this course it is not enough to simply read the textbook… students should be practicing 
extra problems, even when they are not due, and read the various sample solutions and notes that I shall 
provide and post at the course’s Canvas site. 
  

Grades:  A: ≥ 92%, A-: 90%, B+: 88%, B: 82%, B-: 80%, C+: 78%, C: 72%, C-: 70%, D+: 68%, D: 60%. 
Some exams or homework sets may get their scores ‘increased’ in the sense that you will have what I’ll 
call a ‘raw score’ based on points earned, and then (the score that counts) an ‘adjusted score’ after 
compensating for a difficult set of problems or a difficult exam.  Such raw scores will never get lowered. 
  

“Adjusted scores”: Proof problems in graph theory can take lots of time, even for students who are good 
at it. Even for homework (as opposed to exams), some problems will have low percentages 
associated. So, there won’t really be a percentage system concerning ‘raw scores’, just for ‘adjusted 
scores’! I can predict for you already, for instance, that on the final exam, the minimum A will be for a 
raw score of roughly 75% credit (adjusted to 92%), the minimum B being for roughly 60% (adjusted to 
82%), and the minimum C being roughly 40% (adjusted to 72%). Scores on Exams 1,2,3 won’t likely 
need to be adjusted so drastically.  
  

Graduate Students: A few class members are taking MTH 538, not MTH 438, for graduate credit. 
Students in MTH 438 are not in competition with students in MTH 538. In MTH 438, “Adjusted scores” 
for graded work will be based on scores and my expectations for just the MTH 438 students. 
The “adjustments” will be essentially the same for graduate students, except… 
*I expect better, clearer, more precise explanation and notation from graduate students, so my 
grading standards are slightly higher for them. 
*Some problems will be for graduate students only, and those problems will have separate 
“adjustments” for them. 
*Some exams may be designated for graduate students only, but very few. 
  

Partially dropping a midterm exam:  On whichever of Exams #1,2,3 you earn the least adjusted score, that 
exam score will (at the end of the term) get counted as if out of only 40 points, not 80, where your effective 
score will be reduced to half of your adjusted score.  For instance, if your lowest adjusted score is 46 out 
of 80, then at the end of the term that exam will count instead as a score of 23 out of 40.  So, no one poor 
score on Exams #1,2,3 will totally ruin your course grade. 
  

To find Dr. Dan? Sometimes a useful way to track down where I am, even during office hours, is by 
checking the “Dial-A-Dan” thingy on my office door, but you never know when some wise-guy has 
turned the dial!  Room BAC 106 (near large lecture rooms 101, 102) has lots of board space and seating 
available, and is near the classroom, so that will serve effectively as my office, except for turning in 
homework, you can slide it under my BAC 289 office door, not the 106 door. 
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Canvas:  At the course’s Canvas site I’ll post lots of information.  The Files section will contain copies of 
this syllabus, solutions to exams and homework, and occasional class handouts.  
     The Homepage will list recent things to keep up with, and what to be prepared with for keeping up 
with each class session, etc. (so the Homepage serves as a ‘to-do’ list).  Some videos will be posted, maybe 
at the Media Gallery tab, maybe via links. 
 
  

Review Sessions:  Before each exam (including the Final Exam), I’ll hold a review session on Zoom.  
Such sessions will be recorded, so that students can later access the videos for them. 

  
 

SDS Accommodations: Please discuss / work out any such accommodations (extended exam time, etc.) 
with me during  the  first  week  of  class.  Some  students  think  that  it’s  a  good  idea  to  wait  and  
see whether accommodations will matter in a particular class, but then when a problem develops it is 
often too late to make proper arrangements!   
  

As	an	instructor,	I	have	a	duty	to	report.	This	means	I	am	required	to	promptly	report	to	the	Deputy	Title	IX	
Coordinator	(titleix@miamioh.edu	or	513-529-1870)	any	information	a	student	shares	with	me	regarding	
harassment,	discrimination,	sexual	misconduct	and	interpersonal	violence,	or	retaliation.	A	report	does	
not	initiate	an	investigation.	It	engages	a	discussion	of	your	resources,	supportive	measures,	and	
options	available.	If	students	want	to	speak	with	someone	conMidentially,	they	can	speak	with	Student	
Counseling	Services,	Student	Health	Services,	and	an	advocate	with	Women	Helping	Women.	 
 
Speaking	with	a	conMidential	resource	person	does	not	preclude	students	from	making	a	formal	report	to	
the	University	if	and	when	they	are	ready.		 
https://miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/programs-resources/report-incident/index.html		
 
For	more	information,	please	visit	https://miamioh.edu/campus-safety/sexual-assault/	and	
https://www.miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/oeeo/index.html.	  
  

Make-up Exams: Be prepared with verification of your legitimate difficulty. Expect that you 
will be given different questions to answer than those from the regularly scheduled exam, and 
that part or all of such an exam might turn out to be oral (not written), with you writing some on 
a chalkboard. 
  

The set of M.U. Undergraduate Student Policies at 
https://miamioh.edu//policy-library/students/undergraduate/index.html 
has detailed information concerning attendance and academic conduct and disabilities, but I’ll 
comment some on these topics. 
Attendance: I do not make attendance a part of the grading system. (Then again, if you are not 
there on quiz days, your grade will surely suffer. And if you miss lots of class, you’ll miss out 
on how we are solving problems and what kinds of work I require, so again your grade will 
likely suffer.) Instead of incorporating attendance as part of student grades, I reserve the right to 
drop a student from the course in cases of abuse, with one warning given first so that such 
students have a chance to correct their attendance problem. MU policy ALREADY requires that 
“Every student is expected to attend every class session for which the student is duly registered”, 
and instructors are indeed allowed to drop students for very poor attendance, so there is never 
any excuse for a poor attendance record.  
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Academic Conduct: I’m pretty flexible about this during lecture/discussion time, so long as 
students are not disrupting the lecture or discussion. For instance, if you need to use the 
restroom or need to leave class early, then don’t ask, just get up and go with a minimum of 
disturbance. Eating or drinking during class is not a problem. If on rare occasions you end up 
coming to class late, just quietly seat yourself. If you know in advance that you need to leave 
particularly early, then sit near the door, and/or let me know just before class. If you dance atop 
one of the student desks, or throw food at other students, consider yourself too disruptive (no 
matter how exquisite the dance or the food). Leave cellular phones off. Don’t be so noisy that 
others cannot hear or so that I get distracted… I might require you to leave the classroom for the 
rest of the period in some rare such cases. 
 
Exam times are no-nonsense times in this class. On exam days, 
1. If you wear a hat, don’t wear it so that its brim obscures your face. 
2. Don’t even bring out an electronic device if it isn’t an approved one. Don’t share calculators unless I 
approve it on a case-by-case basis. 
3. None of your notes are available on exams and quizzes, but on occasion there may be some formulas 
already given to you on the front board or on the exam or quiz pages. 
4. When time is called, then STOP WORKING! Turn in your work. If I turn off the classroom lights at 
the end of an exam or quiz, that’s to be understood as a very clear indication that you are to stop working! 
Failure to stop working can result in credit reduction or me not accepting your exam for a grade, 
in other words, zero credit. 
5. If you think there is something wrong with some problem’s instructions or statement, please ask about 
it! Maybe there is an error that I can fix in time for everyone else, or maybe I can straighten you out if the 
instructions are correct. At worst, I might have to tell you that I cannot comment or help with your 
concern, because the problem is correct and it is intended as part of your job to understand those 
particular directions. To ask, either walk up to me and ask, or raise your hand for me to come around. 
Occasionally, I award a point of extra credit for the first student to point out an important (not minor) 
error or typo on an exam. 
6. I reserve the right to make a student move to a different seat during an exam. If your eyes are 
straying too far from your own work paper, don’t be surprised if I make you move. I might even make 
you move because I believe that other students are trying to look at your paper! 
7. For scrap paper on exams, use only the scrap paper that I provide as available. 
8. If you are looking in the direction of another student’s written work, that constitutes academic 
dishonesty in this section. I do not want to hear students tell me that they weren’t cheating because they 
weren’t reading or using what another student wrote…. Keep your eyes generally on your paper, and 
don’t look in the direction of another student’s paper, so as to not violate M.U. policy. 
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Math 439/539 (Combinatorial Mathematics) Course Plan - Dr. Zevi Miller 
 
 
Texts: Applied Combinatorics (second edition) by Roberts and Tesman for certain topics, class 
notes for others. 
 
    
I. Outline of Topics 
   
 A. Basic definitions, introduction (parts of 1.1,1.2) 
 
 B. Basics of counting: Product rule, sum rule, permutations, r-permutations, combinations,  
 a little on Pascal’s triangle. 
 
 C.  Occupancy Problems, multinomial coefficients 
 
 D. Generating functions, including exponential generating functions 
 
 E. Recurrence relations 
  
 F. Inclusion and Exclusion Principle and applications 
 
 G. Polya counting theory 
 
 H. Other topics if time allows 
 
   
II. Grades, course activities. 
 
 A. There will be roughly 7-8 homework assignments 
 
 B. There will be 3 in-class exams; two midsemesters and a final. 
 
 C. Homework will be 60% and exams 40% of your final grade. 
   
 D. I will grade on a class curve; that is, on your relative standing in the class.  
   
 
III. Office hours, telephone, etc.  
 -  Office is 288 Bachelor Hall.  
 -  Hours are Monday through Friday 1:30-2:30 pm.  If you wish to see me but cannot  
 make it during scheduled hours, then you can make an appointment with me for another  
 time. 
 -  Telephone numbers - Office 9-3520  
 -  My e-mail is  millerz@miamioh.edu     
 
 
 

501/710



 
 
 
 
 

502/710



2/9/22, 10:21 AM FinMATH-SP22

https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/160636 1/5

FinMATH-SP22
Jump to Today  Edit

Course:

Topics in Mathematical Finance (MTH 447/547 A) 

Day(s): MWF 4:05 - 5:20 pm

Instructor: 

Dr. Ebrahim Sarabi

E-m@il: sarabim@miamioh.edu (mailto:sarabim@miamioh.edu) (Please send your questions or
requests directly  to my email by using your miami account  and do not use Canvas to communicate with
me.) 

Office: 211 BAC

Office Hours:

  I will hold the following office hours via Zoom  throughout the semester:

 Tuesday  from 5:30-6:30 pm

  Friday from 11:30-12:30 pm

Wednesday  1:30-2:30 pm

If you can not attend   my office hours and would like to meet to discuss your questions, you send me an
email with times on which you can meet.  

You can reserve a time slot in my google calendar using the following link :

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/selfsched?
sstoken=UU1DUmxiNjRzVWt5fGRlZmF1bHR8NzIxMzFjMjJhY2U3ODI5NmVjYmY3NjczZDVhNGMzMzM
(https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/selfsched?
sstoken=UU1DUmxiNjRzVWt5fGRlZmF1bHR8NzIxMzFjMjJhY2U3ODI5NmVjYmY3NjczZDVhNGMzMzM)

To join me over the zoom for office hours, you can use the link below in this semester:

 https://miamioh.zoom.us/j/87308728714?pwd=WUdIMThTUUJxZzhXc2J2MWRPcks2Zz09
(https://miamioh.zoom.us/j/87308728714?pwd=WUdIMThTUUJxZzhXc2J2MWRPcks2Zz09)

(https://miamioh.zoom.us/j/83083403630?pwd=RXhnYkIwOWs2L05oM3FlWEsxdkx0dz09) Please note that office
hours must be reserved at least half an hour in advance. If you think your questions will take more than 15
minutes to be discussed, I advise to reserve two time slots.

Text:   I will be following loosely the first four chapters of the  book below for this course: 
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                                        Financial Mathematics: A Comprehensive Treatment

(https://www.amazon.com/Financial-Mathematics-Comprehensive-Treatment-Textbooks-

ebook-dp-B07JNJ4H3N/dp/B07JNJ4H3N/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=)

Buying the book is not required for the course since I will post my notes  and all homework problems from
the book on canvas in case you want to work on them. For those who want to study more about probability,
Chapters 2 and 3 of the following book can be useful: 

                                                An Undergraduate Introduction to Financial Mathematics

  Course Outline:  The content of MTH 447/547  includes

Review some important concepts from probability (weeks 1-2). The topics include an introduction to the
concept of probability functions, random variables, Bernoulli and  binomial random variables,
independent random variables, normal distribution.

Risk-free Assets (week 3). The topics include simple interest, periodic compounding interest, continuous
compounding interest, equivalent rates, time value of money, annuity, and bonds. 

Basic price models for risky assets (week 4): The topics include binomial model, binomial tree model,
and log-normal pricing model.

 An introduction  to the concept of arbitrage and the law of one price (week 5). The topics include the
concept of arbitrage and the proof of the law of one price, arbitrage in single-period binomial model, and
pricing with replication

 Risk-neutral probability and risk-neutral log-normal model (week 6)

Forward contracts (week 7)

European and American Options and their properties (week 8)

Option pricing (week 9)

Black-Scholes-Merton formula for European options, Black-Scholes equations (weeks 10-11) 

Risk and Portfolio management (weeks 12-14)

Value at risk (if time allows)

 Homework:

There will be a bi-weekly homework in this course. You are allowed to discuss homework problems with
other students in the class, but you must write up solutions on your own. If you collaborate with another
student, you need to state that on your submitted work.  If you copy solutions to homework problems from
chegg.com or similar websites, I will file a report of academic dishonesty. 

I will post a solution for each homework. It is your responsibility to read them carefully and to make sure you
fully understand each of homework problems. They are important for all exams given in this course. 
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Project: 

In this project, you are going to estimate the price of European options and to  plot   their Black-Scholes
price function.  You can work in a group consisting at most 3 students if you prefer to do so.  You can
program in any language you choose. You must  include your code when you turn in the assignment. Make
sure your code is neat and well annotated. The deadline for submitting your project is May 06 at 11:59 pm. If
you want to use Python to write your codes, this file can help you. 

Tests:

There will be two in-class exams    during the semester. The dates for the tests are as follows:

            Exam I:  Mar. 04

           Exam II:  April 22

Missing  exams: 

    Under no circumstances may an exam be taken at any time sooner than the period for which it is
scheduled. I will give a make-up exam/quiz if you miss one due to health related issues. However, you
should provide an official document that shows your absent during an exam or a quiz was justified. If you
need  to miss a quiz or an exam, you must inform me before that quiz or exam. A request,  received after
an exam or a quiz, will not be granted. 

Calculator Policy:

You are allowed to use a scientific calculator on exams. The use of graphing calculators or calculators with
symbolic manipulation capabilities is not allowed under any circumstances.

Grade Distribution:

Exams (I) and  (II) 40% (each 20%)

 Homework 30%

Extra credit: Project  5% 

Final Exam  30% 

Final Exam:

The final exam   will be given on our regular classroom on May 11 from 3:00-5:00 pm.

Letter Grade Distribution:

>= 99.00    A+ ---- 77.00 - 79.99    C+

93.00 - 98.99    A ---- 73.00 - 76.99    C

90.00 - 92.99    A- ---- 70.00 - 72.99    C-
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87.00 - 89.99    B+ ---- 67.00 - 69.99    D+

83.00 - 86.99    B ---- 63.00 - 66.99    D

80.00 - 82.99    B- ---- 60.00 - 62.99    D-

Course Policies:

Face masks are required during all class meetings to promote the health and safety of all university
members. There may be university approved exceptions to this requirement. Students who cannot wear
a facial covering due to medical or disability-related reasons should contact the Miller Center for
Student Disability Services (http://www.miamioh.edu/sds) at sds@miamioh.edu
(mailto:sds@miamioh.edu) or Regional Student Disability Services
(https://www.miamioh.edu/regionals/student-life/regional-disability-services/index.html) at
regionalsds@miamioh.edu (mailto:regionalsds@miamioh.edu) .

If a student comes to class without a face mask or refuses to maintain physical distancing, I will first ask
the student to comply (e.g. put on a face mask). If the student refuses, I will ask the student to leave the
classroom  and inform the student that the class  will not proceed until the student either complies or
leaves. If the student continues to refuse, I will dismiss the class and immediately report the student to
the Office of Community Standards. 

Attendance is not a part of your grade but is expected. Miami University policy requires that “Every
student is expected to attend every class session for which the student is duly registered.” 

Student Disability:

  If you have a documented disability that requires accommodations, you will need to register with Student
Disability Services. If you are (or think you might be) in this category, please talk to me as soon as possible
so that I can work with you to accommodate your needs appropriately.  

Academic Integrity:

Academic dishonesty is defined as any activity that compromises the academic integrity of the institution or
subverts the educational process. Examples of academic dishonesty in this course include:

1. looking at or using information from another student’s work during  an exam;

2. receiving assistance from chegg.com or similar websites for an exam, or an assignment;

3. completing or participating in the completion of any portion of an academic assignment for another
student to submit as his or her own work, including taking a quiz or an examination for another student;

4. providing assistance, information, or materials to another student in a manner not authorized by the
instructor;

5. using your notes during an exam or a quiz;
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Course Summary:
Date Details Due

Sat Feb 12, 2022   HW1
(https://miamioh.instructure.com/courses/160636/assignments/2029358)

due by 11:59pm

Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated and will be treated in accordance with the policy of
Miami University.

Important Dates:

Last day to drop without a grade:  Feb 10

Last day to drop with a grade of “W”:  Apr 4

Holidays (no class):  Spring break (Mar. 21-27)
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MTH451/551: SPRING 2021 SYLLABUS

1. Basic Stuff

Instructor: Caleb Eckhardt

Meetings: Our classes will meet in BAC102. Some of you will attend these lectures via zoom. See

Miami’s zoom page for information on using zoom

https://miamioh.edu/zoom

If you are attending remotely, then a reasonable internet connection with a webcam and microphone

is required to participate in this course. See Section 3 for the setup of our zoom courses.

Website: Canvas

Contact Info: eckharc@miamioh.edu.

O�ce Hours: O�ce hours will be 1-3 on Tuesday and Thursday. These will be held via zoom. If

these times do not work, email me and we can set up another time. I will also stay around class

afterwards if you have any questions.

2. Academic Integrity

I take cases of academic dishonesty very seriously and report all cases of suspected academic

dishonesty. Please see the Student Handbook Section I.5 for Miami University’s policies governing

academic dishonesty.

3. Class setup

If you attend in person then this course will be like any other, except I will write on a tablet and

project it instead of writing on the board. If you attend via zoom, then...

• The zoom link for each class will be on the calendar in Canvas.

• Do not hesitate to ask questions. You can either type your question in chat or turn

on your microphone and ask it.

• I will treat my tablet like the blackboard. I will make pdfs of everything I write on the

tablet and put the pdfs on Canvas after each lecture.

• The lectures are live. Attending each live lecture, asking questions and doing the in-class

exercises are the best way to keep current in the course. I will also record each lecture–the

video will be my tablet and the audio will be what happens in lecture–and put them on

Canvas.

508/710



2

4. Text/Software/Topics

Required Text: Our main text is Complex Analysis with Applications by Asmar and Grafakos.

It is a bit lacking1 in its discussion of the Fourier transforms so I will provide resources when we

get to those topics at the end of the semester. There is an electronic solutions manual for 1/4 of

the exercises. There is a link on this page

https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319940625

I have also put the solutions manual in our ’Files’ section of the Canvas course. We plan to cover

the following topics.

Chapter 1: All Sections

Chapter 2: All Sections

Chapter 3: 3.1-3.4,3.8

Chapter 4: 4.1-4.5

Chapter 5: 5.1 and a selection of cool examples from 5.2-5.5

Chapter 6: All Sections. Probably extra material on Fourier series and discrete Fourier

transform.

Chapter 7: 7.2

MATLAB: Complex analysis is very geometric and many of the applications are heavily compu-

tational. Therefore since you all have access to a free2 copy of MATLAB I suggest you download

and install your copy:

https://www.miamioh.edu/matlab

MATLAB will be helpful when we discuss mapping properties of complex functions and the discrete

Fourier transform.

5. Evaluation

5.1. Homework. Homework will be assigned frequently and posted on Canvas. I will collect some

of the homework assignments and grade selected problems.

5.2. Long quizzes: All quizzes are open book. Every two weeks we will have a 30-40 minute

quiz for a total of 7 quizzes. The best way to prepare for these quizzes is to do the homework

assignments. If you attend lecture normally, then quizzes will be in lecture. Otherwise you will

take the quizzes with Proctorio. The in-class quizzes and Proctorio quizzes will be di↵erent. If you

don’t attend lectures but want to take quizzes/exams in class that is no problem just let me know.

1There doesn’t seem to be an undergraduate text that treats the basics of complex analysis and the classi-

cal/discrete Fourier transorms....
2paid for with your tuition/fees
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Make-up Policy: Every one will have one excused quiz absence. You do not need to clear your

excuse with me or even notify me that you can not attend a quiz. I will implement this policy by

dropping everyone’s lowest quiz score at the end of the semester.

5.3. Exams. Both exams are open book. Our exam schedule (also on Canvas) is:

· Exam 1 on Friday, March 12

· Exam 2 on Wednesday, May 12 at 10:15 am (During Finals week)

5.4. Uploading Files/Taking Quizzes and Exams (Remote students only):

(1) You will take pdf scans of your work with a phone and upload them via Canvas.

(2) Use an app like Genius Scan or CamScanner to take scans of your work and produce one

single pdf file.

(3) Make sure you have good, readable scans before you upload them. If I can not read your

scans I can only assign you a 0.

(4) In case of Emergency: If there is a problem with any aspect of uploading the quiz, then

email the quiz to me. Please only use this as a last resort.

(5) If you have any questions during the quiz or exam: I will have chat open on our

Canvas page. Ask your questions there.

5.5. Using Proctorio on Quizzes/Exams (Remote students only): Miami typically uses

Proctorio on Quizzes/Exams and we will do the same.

(1) To prepare for quizzes and exams, please download and install Google Chrome.

(2) Then within Chrome, install the Proctorio extension

5.5.1. Make-up Policy. If you miss an exam you will receive a 0 for that exam. The only exception

is if you have a valid excuse, such as a serious illness or a serious emergency. In this case, you must

inform me before the exam, or if this is physically impossible, as soon as possible afterwards. If

you have a valid excuse, then we will work out a make-up.

6. Grade Breakdown

Exams: 2 @ 20% each = 40%

Quizzes: 45%

Homework: 15%
There may be a slight curve in this course, but you should assume there will not be and that I will

use the standard 60/70/80/90 to D-/C-/B-/A- scale.
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SYLLABUS

MTH 453/553: Numerical Analysis

Section A, Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:55am-9:50am, BAC 118.

Instructor: Alin Pogan
Office: 220 BAC
Office Hours: Online, by appointment, 1:15 p.m-2:15 p.m, Mon., Wed., Fri.
Office Phone: 513-529-2184
E-Mail: pogana@miamioh.edu

Prerequisites: A grade of C- or better in MTH 222 and MTH 252.

Course Description: This course provides an introduction to the design, analy-
sis, and implementation of the numerical techniques used to solve problems from
mathematics, engineering, and science. The course will roughly follow the text;
in addition, material from other sources will be provided in the lectures notes.

Textbook:

• Elementary Numerical Analysis by K. Atkinson and W. Han, 3rd Edition,
John Wiley & Sons, 2004

• Course materials from the author, including Lecture Notes, Matlab tutorial,
Matlab programs: http://homepage.math.uiowa.edu/ atkinson/ena master.html

Language: MATLAB. For the computer implementations, we will be using Mat-
lab. Download MATLAB on your personal computer using the IT Services soft-
ware download page:

https://software.muohio.edu/store/catalog/19/matlab mathworks

Homeworks: There will be weekly homework assignments. The homework will
be collected once every three weeks on Wednesday. You can work on the home-
work with other students if you find it helpful, but you must write up the ”final
product” by yourself, in your own words.

Grading: Midterm Exams: 2⇥ 15%, Final exam: 30% , Homework: 25% points,
Project: 15%.

Midterm Exams:

• Exam 1: March 5, in class

• Exam 2: April 16, in class

1
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Final Exam: Wednesday, May 12, 2021: 8:00 a.m-10:00 a.m.

Missed exams: The instructor must be notified at least 2 hours prior to the
exam if a student is unable to take an exam. Documentation for the absence must
be provided in writing (note from a physician, etc.) before a makeup exam is
given.

Attendance: The class will be conducted under the presumption that you have
attended all lectures and recitation sessions. In particular, you are responsible for
all the announcements made in class.

Other important dates:

• February 11: last day to drop with no grade markings

• April 1: last day to drop with a W (no grade, but designated as having
withdrawn)

• Wellness days - no classes meet : February 17, March 9, March 25, April
12, May 7.

Course Format: We will have synchronous Zoom meetings during our usual
meeting time. Here is the information to join the class on Zoom:

https://miamioh.zoom.us/j/85258261239?pwd=bU5KQmVlSFZrN2dtd0liaTJKSGY3UT09

Meeting ID: 852 5826 1239

Passcode: 181320

Proctorio Testing: In this course, we will use Proctorio for proctoring of online
assessments. You will need a computer with audio and webcam. A mobile device
is not sufficient to complete assessments. The purpose of online proctoring is to
create a testing environment similar to that of a face-to-face class, in which the
presence of a proctor observing student behavior often deters academic dishon-
esty. Academic dishonesty in online courses carries the same penalties as those
in face-to-face classes. Potential cases of academic dishonesty will be submitted
and handled through the procedures outlined in the Miami University Academic
Integrity Policy. Such cases can be for (but is not limited to): not following the
items outlined on the testing expectations page, any questionable/suspicious be-
havior on the exam, suspicious behavior from the Proctorio recording. Proctorio

2
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requires that you use Google Chrome as your browser. Please download and in-
stall Chrome as well as install the Proctorio Extension for Chrome (you can sim-
ply Google it to find it). The Proctorio proctoring program will record all students
AND will record students desktops when completing exams. This program will
flag suspicious behaviors, and a report will be generated for the instructor. It also
identifies your location based on your IP address. During the exam, you may be
directed to show the environment in which the test is being taken; if you have con-
cerns about this, please arrange to take your test in a library study room or similar
location where you have privacy.

Grading complaints: If you strongly believe that a problem on a homework as-
signment, quiz or exam has been graded incorrectly or that your score has been
recorded incorrectly, you must bring this to my attention immediately, in the same
day that you have received this quiz or exam back from me . Grading complaints
not initiated within this time period will not be considered.

Attendance: The class will be conducted under the presumption that you have
attended all lectures. In particular, you are responsible for all the announcements
made in class. MU policy already requires that Every student is expected to attend
every class session for which the student is duly registered, so there is never any
excuse for a poor attendance record.

Makeup quizzes: If you tell me your documentable good reason (like a Miami
U. sanctioned event) well in advance, Make-ups might well be available, but oth-
erwise not. If you find on a quiz day that you are too ill to take the quiz, then you
are probably too ill to come to class. That is part of why you get to drop TWO
quiz scores. Since you never know when an emergency or illness will pop up, do
not squander your opportunities at quizzes.

Makeup exams: Makeup midterms are given only under exceptional circum-
stances (a solid, valid excuse must be presented with proof, before the date of the
exam). There will absolutely be no make-up Final exam.

Netiquette Expectations: At Miami University there are two core principles:
love and honor. Those principles should not only be applied in the face-to-face
classroom environment, but in the online course space as well. Diversity has
many manifestations, including diversity of thought, opinion, and values. We
encourage all learners to be polite and respectful of that diversity and to refrain
from inappropriate or offensive commentary. If inappropriate or offensive con-
tent is either emailed or posted on the class site, the teacher may recommend
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college disciplinary action. Students guilty of academic misconduct, either di-
rectly or indirectly through participation or assistance, are subject to disciplinary
action through the regular procedures of the students home institution. Learners
as well as faculty should be guided by common sense and basic etiquette. Criti-
cism should be presented in a positive light. The following are good guidelines to
follow:

• Never post harassing, threatening, or embarrassing comments.

• Never post content that is harmful, abusive; racially, ethnically, or reli-
giously offensive; vulgar; sexually explicit; or otherwise potentially offen-
sive.

• Never post, transmit, promote, or distribute content that is known to be
illegal.

• If you disagree with someone, respectfully respond to the subject, not the
person.

Remember that tone can usually be detected accurately in verbal communication,
but often can be misunderstood in electronic communication. Because of this
phenomenon, we encourage you to err on the side of politeness.

ADA Standard and Information for Students with Disabilities: Miami Univer-
sity is committed to ensuring equal access to students with disabilities. Miami’s
Office of Student Disability Services (SDS) assists students with determining el-
igibility for services and accommodation planning. Miami’s AccessMU provides
resources and guidance toward equal opportunity for all individuals. Refer to Mi-
ami University’s Accessible Technology Policy (Links to an external site.) for
definitions and additional information.

Students who are entitled to disability-related academic adjustments, auxiliary
aids, etc., must register with SDS to receive accommodations in university courses.
Please understand that formal communication from SDS must be presented prior
to the coordination of accommodations for this course. For more information,
students may contact SDS at (513) 529-1541 or via email at sds@miamioh.edu.

Learning Objectives:
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• Obtain a theoretical understanding of the numerical methods for some basic
problems of numerical analysis, namely, how, why and when the numerical
techniques can be expected to work.

• Understand the concept and origin of errors, and the need to analyze and
predict computational errors.

• Develop experience in the implementation of numerical methods by using
a computer.

• Develop theoretical background and knowledge for numerical methods.

Student Learning Outcomes (including outcomes required for a QL course):

• Identify the quantitative aspects of a problem arising in a real-world ap-
plication. Reformulate the given numerical information using appropriate
mathematical language so that a numerical method can be used to solve the
problem or answer questions.

• Use methods and techniques of Numerical Analysis to solve problems aris-
ing in various areas of science and engineering.

• Use given or obtained numerical displays and/or data to analyze the nu-
merical information and to answer relevant questions using the tools and
methods of Numerical Analysis.

• Interpret the obtained results in the context of a given problem, compare
various approaches to solving the problem, discuss advantages and disad-
vantages of the approaches, propose the most efficient method for solving a
problem, and justify the choice of the method.

• Develop and implement numerical algorithms for solving a variety of math-
ematical problems.

• Analyze and compare numerical methods in terms of accuracy, stability, and
convergence.

• Given an applied problem, choose a numerical method for its solution, solve
the problem and interpret the results in the context of the given application.

• Determine the best numerical method(s) for solving a particular applied
problem.

5
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Hi everyone, and welcome to MTH 455/555

My name is Anna Ghazaryan. You can call me Dr. Anna or Dr. Ghazaryan.

Here's a bit about me:   I received my  Ph.D. in Mathematics from The Ohio State university. Before
coming to Miami University, I did my postdoctoral training at  University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
and University of Kansas in Lawrence, KS.

I’ve taught a range of Mathematics courses. I’ve also led study abroad programs in Mathematics in
Ireland, UK, Italy, Germany,  and Spain. My research is in applied dynamical systems, partial and
ordinary differential equations, and pattern formation, more  particularly  traveling waves. Here is an
example of my research work.  (https://sinews.siam.org/Details-Page/front-propagation-in-a-model-
for-civil-unrest)   It is an article in SIAM (Society of Applied and Industrial Mathematics) News about my
recent mathematical results on spread of riots and other types of social unrest.  I also recently published
a book with Taylor & Frances  Publishing House  "Introduction to Traveling Waves
(https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.1201/9781003147619/introduction-traveling-waves-anna-
ghazaryan-st%C3%A9phane-lafortune-vahagn-manukian) ". The book is an introduction to research in this
particular area for undergraduate and graduate students. The book is available as an e-book at Miami
libraries. Besides work, I enjoy traveling, visiting parks and art museums, and spending time with my
children and my dog  Aralez.

Instructor Contact Information
Name: Anna Ghazaryan

Email: ghazarare@miamioh.edu (mailto:ghazarare@miamioh.edu)

Class Time and Place: TR 11.40 AM - 1:00 PM - 01/29/24 To 05/17/24 - 201 Bachelor Hall.

Partial Differential Equations, MTH 455/555  Spring
2024

About Your Instructor
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Course Summary:
Date Details Due

Office Hours:  TR 1.00pm-2.00pm or by appointment, BAC 122A

Other: The best way to reach me is  by email:  ghazarar@miamioh.edu
(mailto:ghazarar@miamioh.edu)

 

Textbook.  You are not required to purchase a textbook.  My notes will be based in part on  Partial
Differential Equations for Scientists and Engineers (Dover)  by Stanley J. Farlow.  Other sources  will
also be  used. I will provide slides for most of the lectures.  

Grades: The homework will be collected once every two/three weeks. You can work on the homework
with other students if you find it helpful. (40%). There will be two tests  (20% each), and  a final
project/presentation (20%). The dates for the final and tests will be announced. 

The examinations and assignments for MTH555 will be, in part, different.

Grades will be distributed on the following basis: A range:  90% - 100%; B range:  80% - 89%; C range:
70% - 79%; D range: 60% - 69%; F: 59% and less. Grades with + and - are assigned

There will be  make-up examinations given, if a documented excuse is provided.

The assignments and the grades will be posted on Canvas.

Prerequisites:  MTH 245,  (https://bulletin.miamioh.edu/search/?P=MTH%20245)  MTH 246 or MTH 347

(https://bulletin.miamioh.edu/search/?P=MTH%20347) , or another course in elementary differential equations, or
permission of the instructor.

Course Description
Course focuses on first and second order partial differential equations (PDEs), boundary value problems
and their applications. Topics include physical examples of PDEs, classification of second order linear
PDEs, method of characteristics, D'Alembert's formulation, maximum principles, heat kernels, separation
of variables, and Fourier series.

About the Course
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MME/MTH 495/595:  Nonlinear Systems 

Course Description and Objectives:  Study of nonlinear dynamics of dynamical systems with an 
understanding of associated one-dimensional and two-dimensional flows/maps, bifurcations, phase 
plane dynamics, stability and control. Applications and examples from physics, biology, chemistry, and 
engineering will be utilized throughout the course and inference drawn based on the visualization of the 
results. The text and material to be covered have been selected to give student a classical background in 
nonlinear dynamics. Specific outcomes of this course are to enable the student to: 

 Interpret and apply the concepts of nonlinear dynamics, such as fixed point, flows/maps, phase  
space 

 Utilize the concept of bifurcations and limit cycles in nonlinear systems 
 Identify and apply methods and concepts of stability analysis to nonlinear systems 
 Apply the basic control methods to their associated nonlinear dynamics settings including 

bifurcation phenomenon 
 Apply the concepts and methods of nonlinear dynamics to study nonlinear dynamical systems 

encountered in engineering and science. 

Prerequisites: MTH 245 or MTH 347 

Reference:    Nonlinear Dynamics and Chaos (with Applications to Physics, Biology, Chemistry 
and Engineering) by Steven H. Strogatz, Preseus Publishing, MA, 2014 (ISBN:  978-
0-8133-4910-7) 

Lecture: MWF 10:05 – 11:00 AM 

Instructor: Dr. James Chagdes, Assistant Professor 
 Office:  Garland Hall, Room 56 K 
 Email:  James.Chagdes@MiamiOH.edu  

Office Hours: MWF 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM or by appointment 

Grading:      Participation      5% 
 Homework    20% 
 Case Study Project   25% 
 Exam 1     15% 
 Exam 2     15% 
 Final Exam    20% 
 Total              100%

518/710



Spring 2022 Course Syllabus Miami University 

 

Grade Distribution: 
Final grade Course grade* Final grade Course grade Final grade Course grade 

[97-100] A+ [80-83) B- [63-67) D 
[93-97) A [77-80) C+ [60-63) D- 
[90-93) A- [73-77) C [0-60) F 
[87-90) B+ [70-73) C-   
[83-87) B [67-70) D+   

*The instructor reserves the right to curve grades as necessary. 

Participation:  In this course, collaboration is encouraged through the discussion forum. It is expected 
that students pose questions and discuss concepts associated with a given topic in these forums. For 
example, after each module activity, students can discuss in the forum what he/she understood from the 
module. They can pose any questions regarding the topics discussed in the module and pose questions 
related to the methodologies used to solve problems on homework assignments. Use this discussion 
forum regularly and you will find additional questions/answers which you may not have thought about 
while learning a given topic or concept by yourself. Your participation in discussion forums will be 
tracked and included in the class participation grade. 

Homework:  Each lecture will be accompanied by a set of homework problems based on the material 
covered. The homework assignment will be posted on Canvas at the beginning of each week and will be 
due on Monday of the following week. If the University has a holiday on the day a homework 
assignment is due, the assignment will instead be due on the next day that the University does not have a 
holiday. Late homework will only be accepted within 24 hours of the due date but will receive a 50% 
reduction in points.  

Credit for each homework assignment will be given based on completeness and correctness of procedure 
for solving an individual problem. The completeness of work will make up 50% of the homework grade 
awarded if each problem is sufficiently attempted and completed. Correctness of the procedure will 
make up the remaining 50% of the grade awarded based on the steps taken to solve a selected problem 
from the assignment. The lowest one (1) homework score will be dropped from the calculation of the 
final grade. If more than ten (10) homework assignments are assigned, the lowest two (2) homework 
scores will be dropped from the calculation of the final grade. 

Each homework problem should be completed on a new piece of engineering or lined paper and must 
include the following: 

 Name: Last, First – placed in the upper left corner of the page. 
 Course #: ECE/MME 495/536 Sec. # – placed in the upper center of the page. 
 Assign. #: Homework # - placed in the upper right corner of the page. 
 Given:   All provided information, a sketch of the problem, units, and direction 
 Find: Statement describing what needs to be found, designed, or performed. 
 Solution: Step by step procedures and equations to find the result. Indicate answer by drawing a 

rectangle around it. 

Case Study Project:  Different science and engineering cases will be pursued throughout the semester 
to enable the students to apply the concepts and methods of nonlinear dynamical systems to real-world 
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situations. Student teams will select the topic from a set of given topics and upon approval of the 
instructor will conduct detailed study working in small teams. Each team will be required to conduct 
research, examine the original material, conduct computational studies, deduct conclusions and present 
their findings in a technical manner. A final written report and a short presentation will be required 
during the 15th week of the semester. Student teams will be highly encouraged to present and publish 
their reports at suitable conferences related to the subject matter. 

In addition, graduate students will develop a review paper for the state-of-the-art in an applied area of 
nonlinear dynamics within their interest area. This could range from topics in arts, sciences, and 
engineering. This will be in addition to the case study project and will account for 20% of the case study 
grade. 

Exams:  There will be two (2) midterm exams and one (1) final exam at the end of the term. The 
midterm exams will be based on material from selected sections. The final exam will be cumulative. No 
additional materials (for example, class notes, old exams, and other worked out problems) will be 
allowed during the exams. 
Exam schedules 

 Exam 1:  Friday, February 25, 2022 
 Exam 2:  Wednesday, March 30, 2022 
 Final Exam:  Wednesday, May 11, 2022 

Make-up Exams:  Make-up exams will not be given except in special cases arranged before the test 
date. Only documented extraordinary circumstances will be considered as a reason for making up 
exams. Examples of extraordinary circumstances are a funeral or surgery that cannot be delayed. Airline 
schedules, rides home, pre-existing airline reservations, etc. will not be considered as extraordinary 
circumstances. 

Late Assignment Policy:  Late assignments (with the exception of pre-lab assignments) will only be 
accepted within 24 hours of the due date but will receive a 50% reduction in points. Pre-lab assignments 
will not be accepted if turned in late. 

Marking Dispute Policy:  Students can request the regrade of an assignments and exams. However, 
grade appeals must follow the instructions below. If students do not adhere to these rules, their grade 
appeals will be not considered. 

 On a cover page that includes your name and the date, briefly describe the injustice or complaint. 
 Also on the cover page, state the exact number of points that you feel that should be added back 

to your score. 
 Resubmit the entire original work along with the cover page within two (2) days of the return 

date of the original work. Since the grader will keep this, please make a photocopy for your 
records and for your use later in studying. 

Course Materials and Class Communications:  The instructor will use Canvas for all course materials 
and class communications. Students are responsible for checking their e-mails and Canvas for important 
announcements, handouts, homework assignments, and other course materials. Course handouts will be 
posted on Canvas prior to each lecture. Students are also responsible for bringing handouts and course 
materials. 
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Comments:  I suggest printing out the notes and placing them in a loose-leaf binder. Also, bring blank 
sheets of paper to class so that you can write additional notes that I may put on the board. The notes will 
follow the text very closely. Please read the textbook. Working lots of problems is a good way to learn 
this material.  

Academic Integrity:  Academic Integrity is at the heart of the mission and values of Miami University 
and is an expectation of all students. Maintaining academic integrity is a reflection of your character and 
underpins your learning and understanding of the course material. 

It is therefore expected that all members of CEC (faculty, staff, and students) will adhere to the highest 
ethical standards in all matters. Both departments endorse the Code of Ethics for Engineers proposed by 
the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) and strongly defend the rights and 
responsibilities that accompany academic freedom which is at the heart of the intellectual integrity of 
Miami University. It is expected that students will actively conduct themselves in an ethical fashion, for 
example, by (i) only possessing and using materials authorized by the instructor during examinations, 
(ii) submitting assignments that are the student’s own original work (carefully referencing sources of 
information), (iii) protecting the integrity of assignments by adhering to prescribed procedures, and (iv) 
carefully utilizing the University’s educational resources of materials and equipment. Any activity that 
tends to compromise the academic integrity of the institution or subvert the educational process is 
defined as academic misconduct. 

Cheating will result in not learning what you need to learn in this class. Cheating now may lead to a 
future of cheating and other unethical behaviors to cover up the fact that you didn’t learn what you were 
supposed to learn. Try your best, manage your time well, ask questions, and be ethical.  

Academic integrity is a partnership between me, as the instructor, and you, as the student. My role, as 
instructor of this course, is to facilitate learning and to provide you with clear guidelines and feedback to 
help you maintain your academic integrity. Your role in this course is to take responsibility for your 
learning and to complete all assignments in an honest manner and ask for clarification from me if you 
are unsure of how to do so. 

Here is how the university defines acts of academic dishonesty.  
 Cheating: using or attempting to use or possessing any aid, information, resources, or means in 

the completion of an academic assignment that is not explicitly permitted by the instructor or 
providing such assistance to another student.  

 Plagiarism: presenting as one’s own the work, the ideas, the representations, or the words of 
another person/source without proper attribution.  

 Fabrication: falsification, invention, or manipulation of any information, citation, data, or 
method.  

 Unauthorized collaboration: working with another individual or individuals in any phase of or in 
the completion of an individual academic assignment without explicit permission from the 
instructor to complete the work in such a manner.  

 Misrepresentation: falsely representing oneself or one’s efforts or abilities in an academic 
assignment  

 Gaining an unfair advantage: completing an academic assignment through the use of 
information or means not available to other students or engaging in any activity that interferes 
with another student’s ability to complete his or her academic work.  
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Policy on individual effort: In some instances, discussing a problem on an assignment with your 
classmates can be quite beneficial. However, all assignments need to reflect your (or your team’s) 
individual effort put into their completion. If you have questions and/or difficulty with a homework 
problem, project assignment, etc., do not submit work that has been copied or plagiarized. Start 
assignments early and contact us if you have questions so we can ensure you’ve understood the material 
before we move on to new topics. 

Maintaining academic integrity means being serious about your learning, being responsible for your own 
learning, and making good choices about what kind of student you will be. I promise to uphold my end 
of our academic partnership in this class, and I hope you choose to do the same. 

Student Guide to Academic Integrity 

Suspected Dishonesty:  Any suspected instances of academic dishonesty will be handled under Miami 
University’s Academic Integrity policy found in Part 1, Chapter 5 of the Student Handbook 
(http://miamioh.edu/policy-library/students/undergraduate/academic-regulations/academic-
integrity.html). It is a student’s responsibility to read this policy. Please note that lack of knowledge or 
understanding of the appropriate academic conduct is not an excuse for committing academic 
dishonesty. 

Students who are found responsible for committing academic dishonesty will receive a sanction that 
ranges from a zero on the assignment to an F in the course, which could contain the AD transcript 
notation. Students who are found responsible for committing two acts of dishonesty (academic or 
Code of Student Conduct section 102 (Dishonesty)) automatically will be suspended from Miami 
University. 

University Drop/Withdrawal Policy:  A student may drop from a full-term course without a grade 
through Thursday, February 10, 2022. A student may withdraw from a full-term course through 
Monday, April 4, 2022. A grade of “W” will appear on the student’s official record; a “W” is not 
calculated in the student’s grade point average. 

Special Accommodations: If you are a student with a disability and feel that you may need a reasonable 
accommodation to fulfill the essential functions of the course that are listed in this syllabus, students 
with physical, medical and/or psychiatric disabilities or students with AD(H)D and/or specific learning 
disabilities are encouraged to contact Student Disability Services at 529-1541 (V/TTY). Students who 
need special accommodations are encouraged to meet with the instructor early in the semester to make 
any necessary arrangements to enable the student to fully participate in the class. 

Attendance:  No student, faculty, staff member who is ill or has been in close contact with an individual 
who has tested positive for COVID-19 should attend class or come to campus. Instructors will, without 
prejudice, provide students with reasonable opportunities for completing missed work. However, 
students are ultimately responsible for material covered in class, regardless of whether the student is 
absent or present. If your absence is of significant duration or severity, as your instructor, I will advise 
you about other options that might be available including assigning an incomplete grade or requesting a 
medical withdrawal. 

Facial Coverings:  Facial coverings are required during all class meetings to promote the health and 
safety of all university members. There may be university approved exceptions to this requirement. 
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Students who cannot wear a facial covering due to medical or disability-related reasons should contact 
the Miller Center for Student Disability Services at sds@miamioh.edu or Regional Student Disability 
Services at regionalsds@miamioh.edu. 

If a student comes to the lab without a face covering or refuses to maintain physical distancing, I will 
first ask the student to comply (e.g. put on a face covering). If the student refuses, I will ask the student 
to leave the lab and inform the student that the lab will not proceed until the student either complies or 
leaves. If the student continues to refuse, I will dismiss the lab and immediately report the student to the 
Office of Community Standards. 

Physical Distancing:  All employees, students, and visitors are expected to maintain physical distancing 
of at least six feet in all directions. The classroom has been set up to support this distancing and should 
be maintained. As you enter and leave the room, please be patient and give others the space they need to 
move safely. 

Caveat:   The instructor reserves the right to make appropriate changes in the course policies, schedule, 
content, assignments, and syllabus during the semester when circumstances dictate and as the course 
progresses and matures. If changes are made, you will be given due notice.  
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WEEK DATE LECTURE TOPIC READING 

1 
M 01-24 Course overview, introductions, and nonlinear phenomenon-overview  
W 01-26 Review of mathematical concepts and nomenclature Ch. 1 
F 01-28 Review of linear systems Ch. 5 

2 
M 01-31 Flows on line:  fixed points and stability, perturbation method Ch. 2 
W 02-02 Flows on line:  fixed points and stability, perturbation method  
F 02-04 Flows on line:  fixed points and stability, perturbation method  

3 
M 02-07 Bifurcations:  Saddle node, transcritical, pitchfork Ch. 3 
W 02-09 Bifurcations:  Saddle node, transcritical, pitchfork  
F 02-11 Bifurcations:  Saddle node, transcritical, pitchfork  

4 
M 02-14 Flows on a circle:  uniform and non-uniform oscillators Ch. 4 
W 02-16 Flows on a circle:  uniform and non-uniform oscillators  
F 02-18 Flows on a circle:  uniform and non-uniform oscillators  

5 
M 02-21 Phase plane:  fixed points, linearization, Poincare maps Ch. 6 
W 02-23 Phase plane:  fixed points, linearization, Poincare maps  
F 02-25 Midterm Exam 1:  In-class  

6 
M 02-28 Limit cycles, relaxation oscillations Ch. 7 
W 03-02 Limit cycles, relaxation oscillations  
F 03-04 No Class:  Out-of-town  

7 
M 03-07 Hopf bifurcations, quasi-periodicity Ch. 8 
W 03-09 Hopf bifurcations, quasi-periodicity  
F 03-11 Hopf bifurcations, quasi-periodicity  

8 
M 03-14 Maps:  Lyapunov exponents, fixed points Ch. 10 
W 03-16 Maps:  Lyapunov exponents, fixed points  
F 03-18 Maps:  Lyapunov exponents, fixed points  

9 
M 03-21 No Class:  Spring Break  
W 03-23 No Class:  Spring Break  
F 03-25 No Class:  Spring Break  

10 
M 03-28 Applications Ch. 9 
W 03-30 Midterm Exam 2:  In-class  
F 04-01 Applications  

11 
M 04-04 Applications  
W 04-06 Applications  
F 04-08 Applications  

12 
M 04-11 Applications  
W 04-13 Applications  
F 04-15 Applications  

13 
M 04-18 Exploring parameter space:  nonlinear dynamics Ch. 9 
W 04-20 Exploring parameter space:  nonlinear dynamics  
F 04-22 Exploring parameter space:  nonlinear dynamics  

14 
M 04-25 Chaos Ch. 11 
W 04-27 Chaos  
F 04-29 Chaos  

15 
M 05-02 Project Presentation  
W 05-04 Project Presentation  
F 05-06 Project Presentation  

16 W 05-11 Final Exam*Covers material from all lectures  
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STA 401/501 B (Probability), Spring 2024 

Days, Time, & Location: TR, 2:50-4:10, DSB 302 

Instructor: Dr. Bob Davis                    Email: davisrb@MiamiOH.edu 

Office: DSB 262-B                              Office hours: TR, 1:00-2:30 

Course Description 

Development of probability theory with emphasis on how probability relates to 
statistical inference. Topics include probability basics, counting rules, probability 
modeling, distribution functions, expectation and variance, common discrete and 
continuous distributions, moment- generating functions, joint distributions, distributions 
of functions of random variables, sampling distributions of sample mean and variance, 
and maximum likelihood estimation. 

Course Goals 

• To gain expertise in probability concepts that underpin statistical theory and 
practice. 

• To develop familiarity with the principal distributions used in statistical inference. 
• To sharpen mathematical problem-solving skills needed for statistics. 
• To provide some exposure to probabilistic modeling. 

Textbook 

Mathematical Statistics with Applications, 7th ed., by Wackerley, Mendenhall, and 
Scheaffer. 

Coverage: most of Ch. 2-5 and 7, with some additional topics from Ch. 6 and 8-9. Text 
versions: 

• Miami University loose-leaf for STA 4/501 and STA 4/562, ISBN 978-337-
93219-6 

• Hard-bound or e-book, ISBN 978-0-495-11081-1 

How to access your eBook for STA 401/501/462/562 after purchasing Cengage 
Unlimited eTextbooks: 

o Login to your Cengage account via login.cengage.comLinks to an external 
site. 
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o Locate your Cengage Unlimited eTextbooks subscription ($69.99) and 
search for ISBN 9780357435137 – this will bring up the Custom eBook: 
Mathematical Statistics with Applications: STA 401/462 

o   
▪ For step-by-step video instructions, please 

visit: https://startstrong.cengage.com/etextbooks-
resources/Links to an external site. 

▪ Reach out to our Cengage Representative, Emily Eckes 
at Emily.eckes@cengage.com for any questions as well. 

Prerequisites 

Calculus 2, Introductory Statistics (STA 261 or STA 301) 

Coursework & Graded Components 
 
Graded Homework (20%): Homework will be collected throughout the semester and 
graded for correctness; unless otherwise announced, assignments should be uploaded 
via Canvas. Late homework will not be accepted. 

Tests (50%): Two 100-point tests will be given during the semester; tentative dates are 
on the course calendar below. Each of these tests will be worth 25% of your 
grade. Note: STA 501 students will also have an out-of-class project that will count as an 
additional 40-point test. 

Final Exam (30%): The final exam will comprise 30% of your course average; it will be 
given on the date and time prescribed by the university (currently TBD). 

Grading Policy: Letter grades for the course use the standard 90/80/70/60 cutoffs and 
possible +/- qualifiers depending on how the data falls. 

 University Policy & Deadlines for Course Withdrawals  Courses dropped. . . 

• on or before February 15th will be removed from the student’s record; 
• after February 15th, and on or before April 8th, will be recorded as ‘W’; 
• after April 8th will require a petition to the Interdivisional Committee of Advisers. 

Main Resources for the Course 

• Course materials. You may use and adapt any ideas provided by the course 
textbook, the course lectures, or the course website. 

• You are encouraged to seek my assistance regarding course concepts, ungraded 
exercises and graded homework. I usually respond to email within a few hours 
(or just minutes) between 8am and 5pm most weekdays; I only check it 
sporadically on weekends. 

Course Policy on Assistance, Collaboration and Other Sources 
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• How are cheating and plagiarism defined? 
o Requesting or giving assistance in a manner not explicitly allowed 

under this policy constitutes cheating. 
o Submitting the work of others as your own, in full or in part, 

constitutes plagiarism. 
o Attempted acts of academic dishonesty are considered the same as 

completed acts, even if you do not turn in such work. 
o Additional examples and definitions are given in the University policy 

on Academic Integrity; this information can be found hereLinks to an 
external site.. 

• What kind of help is allowed on the graded homework problems? 
o You may rely on the course materials and your communications with 

the instructor. 
o You may discuss problems with other current STA 401/501 students; 

this can be done in person, virtually, or by posting questions and 
having peers or Dr. Davis answer them in the thread I have initiated in 
"Discussions." Peers can often help one another learn so I encourage 
this activity. However, you should prepare your solutions 
independently. I will pursue academic integrity cases where one 
student appears to have copied from another. In this case, note that 
both students involved are considered equally culpable. 

• What are examples of activities specifically prohibited for the graded homework 
problems? 

o You may not discuss graded homework problems with anyone except 
the instructor or other current STA 401/501 students unless you have 
the express permission of the instructor. 

o You may not request or obtain partial or complete solutions to graded 
coursework from any source (classmates, friends, tutors, family, 
faculty, Internet groups or sites, etc.). 

o You may not share solutions for graded homework problems with 
another student. 

• What kind of help is allowed and prohibited on tests and the final exam? 
o All assistance and communication are prohibited on tests and the final 

exam. You will not be allowed to have your phone out during tests and 
the final. 

• Ignorance and uncertainty about expectations are no excuse. Please ask before you 
act. 

• Violations of policies on academic integrity have serious consequences. These may 
include reduced course grades, failed courses, or suspension. 

Additional Policies 

Contacting Your Instructor: Email is the best way to reach me. However, if you would 
prefer to have a conversation, you can speak to me during office hours or send an email 
to set up a time to meet.  Given today’s ease of communication, it is your responsibility 
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to contact your instructor in a timely fashion should problems of any nature arise.  I will 
attempt to answer emails quickly, but please understand that I try to protect my time on 
weekends and will be slower to respond then. I also go to bed early; if you send me an 
email at night, there is a good chance you won't hear back from me until the following 
day. 

Communication Guidelines: Email is the official mode of communication for the 
University. You are responsible for any communication that is sent to your Miami email 
account, so please be sure to check your account frequently. If you have your email 
forwarded to your preferred account, please be sure you have enough server space for 
your Miami emails and please check to see that your server will accept Miami 
emails.  Emails should be written in a professional fashion. 

ADA & Students with Disabilities 
Miami University is committed to ensuring equal access to students with disabilities. 
Miami's Office of Student Disability Services (SDS) assists students with determining 
eligibility for services and accommodation planning. Miami's AccessMU provides 
resources and guidance toward equal opportunity for all individuals. Refer to Miami 
University's Accessible Technology PolicyLinks to an external site. for definitions and 
additional information. 

Students who are entitled to disability-related academic adjustments, auxiliary aids, etc., 
must register with SDS to receive accommodations in university courses. Please 
understand that formal communication from SDS must be presented prior to the 
coordination of accommodations for this course. For more information, see  Student 
Disability ServicesLinks to an external site. and/or the Rinella Learning CenterLinks to an 
external site.. Students may also contact SDS at (513) 529-1541 or via email 
at sds@miamioh.edu. 

If you have a disability, please contact me, and I will be glad to make any necessary 
accommodations.  

Diversity & Discrimination 
All Miami University policies concerning diversity and equal opportunity will be upheld in 
this class.   

Miami University is a community dedicated to intellectual engagement. Our campuses 
consist of students, faculty, and staff from a variety of backgrounds and cultures. By 
living, working, studying, and teaching, we bring our unique viewpoints and life 
experiences together for the benefit of all. This inclusive learning environment, based 
upon an atmosphere of mutual respect and positive engagement, invites all campus 
citizens to explore how they think about knowledge, about themselves, and about how 
they see themselves in relation to others. Our intellectual and social development and 
daily educational interactions, whether co-curricular or classroom related, are greatly 
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enriched by our acceptance of one another as members of the Miami University 
community. Through valuing our own diversity, and the diversity of others, we seek to 
learn from one another, foster a sense of shared experience, and commit to making the 
university the intellectual home for us all. 

Please see the General BulletinLinks to an external site. for more information.  

Miami University is committed to providing equal opportunity and an educational and 
work environment free from discrimination on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, 
national origin, disability, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, military status, or 
veteran status. Miami shall adhere to all applicable state and federal equal 
opportunity/affirmative action statutes and regulations. 

Please see the Miami University policies regarding discrimination and harassmentLinks to 
an external site. for more information.   

Duty to Report 

As an instructor, I have a duty to reportLinks to an external site.. This means I am 
required to promptly report to the Deputy Title IX Coordinator (titleix@miamioh.edu or 
513-529-1870) any information a student shares with me regarding harassment, 
discrimination, sexual misconduct and interpersonal violence, or retaliation. A report 
does not initiate an investigation. It engages a discussion of your resources, supportive 
measures, and options available. If students want to speak with someone confidentially, 
they can speak with Student Counseling Services, Student Health Services, and an 
advocate with Women Helping Women. 

Speaking with a confidential resource person does not preclude students from making a 
formal report to the University if and when they are ready.   

https://miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/programs-resources/report-
incident/index.htmlLinks to an external site.  

For more information, please visit https://miamioh.edu/campus-safety/sexual-
assault/Links to an external site. and https://www.miamioh.edu/diversity-
inclusion/oeeo/index.htmlLinks to an external site..  

Course Calendar 

We will not cover all sections in several of these chapters. Below is the tentative course 
calendar; below that is a list of which sections we will cover in each chapter. 

Tuesday Thursday Tuesday Thursday 

1/30: Ch. 2 2/1: Ch. 2 2/6: Ch. 2 2/8: Ch. 2 
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2/13: Ch. 2 2/15: Ch. 3 2/20: Ch. 3 2/22: Ch. 3 

2/27: Ch. 3 2/29: Ch. 3 3/5: Test on Ch. 2, 3 3/7: Ch. 4 

3/12: Ch. 4 3/14: Ch. 4 3/19: Ch. 4 3/21: Ch. 4 

3/26: Spring Break 3/28: Spring Break 4/2: Ch. 5 4/4: Ch. 5 

4/9: Ch. 5 4/11: Ch. 5 4/16: Ch. 5 4/18: Test on Ch. 4, 5 

4/23: Ch. 6 4/25: Ch. 7 4/30: Ch. 7 5/2: Ch. 7 

5/7: Ch. 8 5/9: Ch. 9     

 
Coverage: 

Chapter 2 = all sections 
Chapter 3 = 3.1-3.9 and 3.11 
Chapter 4 = 4.1-4.10 
Chapter 5 = 5.1-5.8 
Ch. 6 = 6.1-6.3 
Chapter 7 = 7.1-7.3 
Chapter 8 = 8.1-8.3 
Chapter 9 = 9.6, 9.7 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
ROUDEBUSH HALL ROOM 212 
OXFORD, OHIO  45056 
(513) 529-6225  MAIN 
(513) 529-3911  FAX 
WWW.MIAMIOH.EDU 

May 17, 2024 
Academic Affairs 

RESOLUTION R2024-37 

WHEREAS, University Senate on April 1, 2024 passed SR 24-12, endorsing a proposed 
program, WST - Individual Studies, Bachelor of Philosophy. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees hereby approves the 
establishment of a WST - Individual Studies, Bachelor of Philosophy. 

Approved by the Board of Trustees 
May 17, 2024

T. O. Pickerill II 
Secretary to the Board of Trustees 
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 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE of UNIVERSITY SENATE 
 Tracy Haynes, Chair, Senate Executive Committee 

 Rosemary Pennington, Chair Elect, Senate Executive Committee 
 Tom Poetter, Past Chair, Senate Executive Committee 

 University Senate Website:  https://www.miamioh.edu/academic-affairs/university-senate 

 May 15, 2024 

 To:  Gregory P. Crawford, President 
 From:  Brooke Flinder, Secretary of the University Senate 
 Re:  Curriculum Approval 

 SR 24-12  WST - Individual Studies, Bachelor of Philosophy 

 On April 01, 2024, University Senate adopted SR 24-12: 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED  that University Senate endorses the proposed program, 

 WST - Individual Studies, Bachelor of Philosophy. 

 AND FURTHERMORE  , that the endorsement by University Senate of the proposed 

 degree will be forwarded to the Miami University Board of Trustees for consideration. 

 Approval of the President 
 I, Gregory P. Crawford, President of Miami University, approve/do not approve: WST - Individual Studies, 
 Bachelor of Philosophy 

 Approve 
 Forward to the Board of Trustees for ac on (copy to Secretary of University Senate) 

 Do Not Approve 

 ________________________________  ____________  _  _____________ 
 Gregory P. Crawford, President  Date 

 cc:  Tracy Haynes, Chair, Execu ve Commi ee of University Senate 
 Elizabeth R. Mullenix, Provost, Chair University Senate 
 Ted Pickerill, Secretary to the Board of Trustees and Execu ve Assistant to the President 

 1 
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Fiscal Impact Statement for Bachelor of Philosophy in Individualized Studies 

 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 

     

I. Projected Enrollment     

Headcount full time 10 20 30 40 

Full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollment 10 20 30 40 

     

II. Projected Program Income     

Tuition (paid by student or sponsor) 220,000 440,000 660,000 880,000 

Expected state subsidy 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000 

     

Total Projected Program Income 270,000 540,000 810,000 1,080,000 

     

III. Program Expenses     

New Personnel  

• Instruction (technical, professional and general 
education ) 
    Full ____ 
    Part Time ____ 

• Non-instruction (indicate roles in narrative section below)  
    Full ____  
    Part time ____  

0 0 0 0 

New facilities/building/space renovation  
(if applicable, describe in narrative section below) 

0 0 0 0 

Scholarship/stipend support (if applicable, describe in narrative 
section below)  

0 0 0 0 

Additional library resources (if applicable, describe in narrative 
section below) 

0 0 0 0 

Additional technology or equipment needs  
(if applicable, describe in narrative section below) 

0 0 0 0 

Other expenses (if applicable, describe in narrative section 
below) 

0 0 0 0 

     

Total Projected Expense 0 0 0 0 

 

Budget Narrative:  

 

The Bachelor of Philosophy in Individualized Studies can be delivered using existing university 

resources and faculty, so no expenses are included on the fiscal impact statement. 
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Name of 
Instructor 

Rank or 
Title 

Full-
Time 

or 
Part-
Time 

 

Degree Titles, 
Institution, 

Year 
 

Include the 
Discipline/Field 
as Listed on the 

Diploma 

Years of 
Teaching 

Experience 
In the 

Discipline/ 
Field 

Additional 
Expertise in 

the 
Discipline/ 

Field 
 

(e.g., 
licenses, 

certifications
, if 

applicable) 

Title of the 
Course(s) 

This Individual 
Will 

Teach in the 
Proposed 
Program 

 
Include the 

course prefix 
and number 

 
 
 

Number of 
Courses 

this 
Individual 

will  
Teach Per 

Year at 
All Campus 
Locations 

Nicholas 
P. Money 

Professor 

FT 

PhD, University 
of Exeter, 
United 
Kingdom, 1986, 
biological 
sciences 

30  WCP 421: 
Senior Project 
Proposal 
Workshop 
 
WCP 444: 
Senior 
Workshop and 
Project 
 

2 

Xiuwu Liu 

Assistant 
Professor 
with 
Tenure 

FT 

PhD, University 
of Minnesota, 
1994, 
Comparative 
Studies in 
Discourse and 
Society 

29  WCP 301: 
Interdisciplinar
y Problems and 
Questions 

1 

Jacque 
Daugherty 

Associate 
Teaching 
Professor 

FT 

PhD, University 
of Cincinnati, 
20012, 
Educational 
Studies  

10 
 

 WST 231: 
Interdisciplinar
y Inquiry 
 
WCP 301: 
Interdisciplinar
y Problems and 
Questions 
 
WCP 322: 
Developing 
Interdisciplinar
y Projects 
 

5 
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WCP 341: 
Interdisciplinar
y Synthesis and 
Action 
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WST 251: 
Individualized Studies Seminar 

  
INSTRUCTOR(s) 
Zackary Hill hillzd@miamioh.edu; Billy Simms simmsws@miamioh.edu; Jacque Daugherty 
daughejd@miamioh.edu 
               
Course Description 
This course is designed to guide you through the process of better understanding yourself so that you 
might create a more informed and intentional individualized plan of study. This structured journey asks 
you to reflect upon your life story, your intellectual interests, strengths/weaknesses, and 
goals/hopes/dreams/fears/etc.   
 
Throughout this semester, you will examine the concepts of interdisciplinary studies and integrative 
learning to mindfully build an educational (and potentially life-long) plan that captures your academic as 
well as personal interests and prepares you for the future.  
  
Because Western incorporates interdisciplinary study both inside and outside the classroom, you have a 
unique opportunity to create a powerful learning environment where the academic, extracurricular, and 
residential aspects of your education complement and reinforce one another.  
 
Building upon these experiences, this course asks you to confront complex issues from multiple 
perspectives to integrate what you learn through active, student-driven inquiry, which for some will 
culminate in an individualized major.  
 
Course Learning Outcomes 

• Students will understand the value of interdisciplinary thinking; 
• Students will appreciate how knowledge is constructed; 
• Students will demonstrate excellence in written and oral communication; 
• Students will recognize the beauty of lifelong learning. 

   
Canvas  
To help keep costs down, all readings and course materials will be on Canvas.  To access them, simply 
log onto our course site and look under “Files.”  
 
Technology 
Since a large part of this class will be dedicated to providing a space for you to ask questions about, 
learn about, and rediscover things about yourself, we will be requiring you to create such a space. So, as 
to be able to: 1.) unplug to recharge, 2.) give silence and space to ask yourself questions, and 3.) to 
begin a dialogue with yourself – this will be a technology-free zone. Cell phones and laptops will not be 
used in the classroom.  As such, students are not permitted to record (audio or video) any parts of class 
without permission. NOTE: If expecting a call or receive a call you must take, just go into the hallway; no 
worries.  
 
Consider this an opportunity to not feel pressure to constantly be connected to social media or your 
email or something else. Consider it an exercise in patience. Think of it as investing time in yourself. 
Think of it as 55 minutes of freedom from the rest of the world. 
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We want to create a foundation of knowing, trusting, and accepting yourself that we can then build off 
of to further think about and explore what you can do at Miami (and beyond) that most 
resonates/connects to who you are. And this cannot be done in an environment full of distractions. 
  
Evaluation 
 All assignments are required to pass the class.  Your grade will be determined as follows:   
  

• Participation / Attendance 20% 
• SIX discussion posts 30%                  
• FIVE informal essays 25% 
• Integrated rationale Paper / Plan 25% 

   
Participation / Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory. The course is a student-driven seminar; attendance and participation are 
necessary for the benefit of all involved. Therefore, regular attendance and active participation are vital 
to your success in this course.  Missing more than 2 classes will result in the lowering of your FINAL 
grade, not just the 20% attendance/participation portion. Missing more than 4 classes could result in an 
Incomplete or Failing grade. 
 
Discussions Posts 
If you would prefer to keep what you write private, you may email them to the instructors rather than 
post on Canvas. Otherwise – these consist of the following (brief, see discussions tab in Canvas for more 
information) prompts:  
 

1.) an introduction post telling us about you; 
2.) a deeper dive into who you are / why you are who you are; 
3.) likes/dislikes, hopes/dreams/fears, etc.; 
4.) big picture – what’s important, what do you actually care about and why; 
5.) defining success, fulfillment, failure, happiness; 
6.) putting it all together to figure out what to do (at Miami and in the future) 

 
NOTE: There is no word limit or other restrictions -- beyond trying to follow the prompt. We just want 
you to share thoughts/information/etc. and build a bit of a community as you get to know one another. 
These are completely informal – do not concern yourself with grammar, punctuation, spelling, etc… 
Depending on the nature of the information you are sharing, it is up to you if you either want to email it 
instead or provide some form of content warning. Trust your judgment. 
  
Informal Essays (IE) 
Truly informal… five of them… how are you doing? What is happening in your life that you need/want to 
talk about? Feel free to vent if you think that will help. Each should be two pages MAX. handwritten, 
typed, emailed or submitted in class, whatever. For you to just get things out there.  
 
Integrated Rationale Paper / Plan 
Taking into consideration all that you have thought, written, and talked about this semester in class, in 
your informal essays, and in your discussion posts – people that have influenced and inspired you, your 
strengths/weaknesses, likes/dislikes, hopes/fear, what you care about, what you want to do, etc. – 
consider your remaining time at Miami as well as the time you have already spent.  
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What have you done that connects? What can you do to forge a new path or stay on your current one if 
you feel it is appropriate? Majors, comajors, minors? Specific classes/coursework? Instructors you want 
to work with? Labs you could work in? Independent studies you could explore? Clubs/organizations you 
could join? Study abroad or internship opportunities?  
 
Look at the course list and bulletin. Visit the office of education abroad and the center for career 
exploration and success. Talk to advisors, instructors, other students. Search the hub.  
 
Make a plan. And explain how that plan helps you be/become the best you you can be. 
  
Student Disability Studies 
If you are a student with a disability and feel you may need a reasonable accommodation to fulfill the 
essential functions of this course, you are encouraged to contact Student Disability Services (SDS). SDS 
provides accommodations and services for students with a variety of disabilities, including physical, 
medical and psychiatric disabilities. You are encouraged to contact SDS to learn more about registration 
and procedures for requesting accommodations. Oxford Campus: SDS@miamioh.edu 
 
Current SDS registered students should request accommodations according to SDS procedure. You are 
strongly encouraged to request and discuss your accommodations needs during the first 1-2 weeks of 
the semester. 
 
If there is something in this syllabus which you feel your accommodation should override (such as the 
use of technology), you will need to discuss this with the instructors so that we all understand and agree 
on a compromise. 
  
Academic Integrity 
You are encouraged to share drafts of your papers with fellow students for critical review.  However, 
you must write your own papers in your own words—so please do it with joy and integrity.  For an 
explanation of academic misconduct, see Chapter 5 of the Student Handbook (you can download a pdf 
of this online).  You may also consult the University’s new integrity website at 
www.muohio.edu/integrity 
  
Duty to Report, Resources and Support for Students 
As an instructor, I have a duty to report. This means I am required to promptly report to the Deputy Title 
IX Coordinator (titleix@miamioh.edu) any information a student shares with me regarding harassment, 
discrimination, sexual misconduct and interpersonal violence, or retaliation. A report does not initiate 
an investigation. It engages a discussion of your resources, supportive measures, and options available. 
If students want to speak with someone confidentially, the following resources are available on and off 
campus: 

• Student Health Services, (513) 529-3000 
• Student Counseling Services, (513) 529-4634 
• Women Helping Women (WHW) Sexual and Interpersonal Violence Support Specialists are 

available to support all students and can be contacted by emailing 
mu@womenhelpingwomen.org. As well as calling/texting 513-846-8402 between 9AM-5PM. 
The 24-hour hotline is 513-381-5610. WHW supports ALL survivors of dating/domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking, regardless of gender identity or sexual orientation. 
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Speaking with a confidential resource person does not preclude students from making a formal report to 
the University if and when they are ready.   
https://miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/programs-resources/report-incident/index.html  
  
For more information, please visit https://miamioh.edu/campus-safety/sexual-assault/ and 
https://www.miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/oeeo/index.html.  
  
SCHEDULE 
  
Week 1 – quick intros and general layout of class structure. HW — introduction discussion post (#1) 
 
Week 2 – intros, the road not taken. HW — informal essay (IE) #1 
  
week 3 – intros, discipline/interdisciplinarity talk. HW — IE #2 
 
Week 4 – Who are you? Why? People, experiences, etc., strengths/weaknesses? HW – post #2, who are 
you, etc. 
  
Weeks 4, 5 – small group activities, rotate. HW – IE #3 
 
Week 6 – What do you like/dislike? Why? Relation to being good/bad at? what are your 
hopes/dreams/goals? Fears/anxieties/worries? HW – post #3, what do you like, etc. 
  
Week 7 – WST faculty or student visit. HW – IE #4 
 
Week 8 – WST faculty or student visit. HW – IE #5 
   
Spring Break -- be safe!  
 
Weeks 9, 10 – small group activities, rotate 
 
Week 11 – What do you care about – big picture? Why? What would you do, what’s important to you? 
Relation to who you are and what you like? What’s the best thing that could happen? The worst? HW – 
post #4, what do you care about, etc. 
  
Week 12 – What does it mean to be successful? Fulfilled? What does failure look like? What does 
happiness look like? HW – post #5, what is success, etc. 

 
Week 13 – Now – What do you want to do – here at Miami and later and over time of life? why? Relate 
to all of the previous things… HW – post #6, put it all together 
 
Week 14 – let’s connect the dots more specifically for here/now – your journey thus far, your ideas for 
the future, etc., so, what can you do with the rest of your time at Miami to either put you on that path 
or keep you on that path? HW – rationale paper / plan (due finals week) 
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Course Syllabus  
WST 231: Explorations in Engaged Inquiry: The Flint, MI Lead Water Crisis  
T/Th, 1:15 - 2:35 meeting in person in Peabody Hall 407  
Instructor  
Dr. Jacqueline Daugherty, Western Program for Individualized Studies  
Virtual Zoom Office Hours, Tuesdays 3:00-4:30:  
1. You must visit here 
(https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/selfsched?sstoken=UUhmaldQb2d0WTc3fGR
lZmF1bHR8MGZjNmIzZTg3MThmMGRjM2RjNjA2NGM2ZjZjMjAzMzk) to make 
your 20-minute appointment  
2. Then always come to my zoom room for your appointment (it will not be listed on the 
calendar): https://miamioh.zoom.us/j/3548735839 (https://miamioh.zoom.us/j/3548735839)  
 
How we think about research, as quoted by some very cool people:  
“Research is formalized curiosity. It is poking and prying with a purpose.”  
-- Zora Neale Hurston  
“Writing is thinking. To write well is to think clearly. That’s why it’s so hard.’  
-- David McCullough  
“This atmosphere of excitement, arising from imaginative consideration, transforms 
knowledge. A fact is no longer a bare fact: it is invested with all its possibilities. It is no 
longer a burden on the memory: it is energizing as the poet of our dreams, and as the architect 
of our purposes. Imagination is not to be divorced from the facts: it is a way of illuminating 
the facts.”  
-- AlfredNorth Whitehead  
 
Textbook  
--Coursepack Reader, purchase from Oxford Copy Shop. app. $25  
--Bring a laptop or tablet device to each class, as you will often need to submit team 
research work electronically via Canvas while in-class. 
Must Install the ZOOM App onto your computer/device, in the case of a movement to online 
synchronous courses or one partner's absence during a work day. See here to sign up for your 
free account through Miami: https://miamioh.zoom.us/ (https://miamioh.zoom.us/)  
 
Introduction  
The primary purpose of this class is to teach students how to pose good questions and to find 
reliable ways to generate data that help answer them. It is thus a class about inquiry: what inquiry 
is, and how to engage in it. We believe in learning by doing, so the class will have a major 
research project based on student interest AND one major interdisciplinary topic of 
investigation--the lead water crisis in Flint, MI--through which we will better understand the 
real-world importance of interdisciplinary and community-based research.  
The heart of WST231 is the idea that research is best learned by engaging in the process of 
inquiry, as well as by critical reflection on the work of other thinkers and scholars.  
Most scholars agree that intellectual excitement and stimulation come not from the passive 
acceptance of information transmitted from the teacher to the student in the classroom, but 
rather through the active involvement of the individual in the learning and research process. 
Quite simply, we learn by doing. Many of the course activities will encourage discovery-
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oriented participation in the learning process-- this includes formulating researchable questions, 
defining the problem, collecting data, interpreting data obtained in the field, writing reports,and 
presenting findings in class.  
 
Moreover, we believe that engaging in inquiry is a better way to live—that being actively 
engaged with the world is superior to passive acceptance of it. Inquiry is good for the mind, for 
civic engagement, the economy, the environment, and for the spirit.  
 
WST 231 lays the foundation for inquiry by providing an overview of the process, techniques 
and methods used in inquiry, the differences among inquiry techniques among disciplines, peer 
review of inquiry methods, and participation in self-directed inquiry. Students will engage in 
multiple instructor-generated inquiries and student-generated inquiries and will produce 
research reports on their findings. For Western majors--and others planning on creating an 
undergraduate thesis project--231 lays the groundwork for HOW to do that.  
 
Class Activities 
WELCOME TO PROJECT-BASED LEARNING!  
Project-Based Learning requires students to work on a project over an extended period of time 
– from a week up to a semester – that engages them in solving a real-world problem or 
answering a complex question. They demonstrate their knowledge and skills by developing a 
public product or presentation for a real audience.  
As a result, students develop deep content knowledge as well as critical thinking, creativity, and 
communication skills in the context of doing an authentic, meaningful project. Project Based 
Learning unleashes a contagious, creative energy among students and teachers (See Buck 
Institute, PBL Works). 
 
Readings and discussions will provide an overview of inquiry methods and the problems of 
Flint, MI.  
Students will develop their own small team inquiry projects (working with one or possibly two 
other classmates), starting with an initial question, drafting a full proposal, and producing a 
final research report. Peer review is a key component in the development of these projects. 
Collaboration, communication and conflict resolution are key in teamwork —it doesn’t come 
“naturally” to any of us. 
 
Students will write extensively working on the craft of writing as they produce original 
research.  
Students will lead class discussion twice: first to teach their classmates about the research 
articles we read and second when they present their research findings to the class. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
1) Students develop interdisciplinary, self-created small group inquiry projects with the support 
of their peers, reading and critiquing proposals; reflecting in writing about the strengths and 
weaknesses of their ideas; and conducting a peer review of project ideas, project proposals, and 
final projects. 
2) Students review and assess the literature pertinent to their interdisciplinary research 
questions, using print and web resources , and identifying distinctions between qualitative and 
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quantitative scholarly research practices. 
3) Students locate their interdisciplinary research questions and projects within social, 
historical, or cultural contexts to explore and explain their broader relevance. 4) Students 
understand how to write and edit their own work and the work of their peers. 
  
Considerations  
The central focus of the course is to equip students with the necessary tools for conducting 
their own inquiries. This means reading and writing extensively. By first sampling the range 
of approaches that scholars may take to a research question, students build their familiarity 
with the methods deployed across the disciplines to pursue inquiry, then work in teams to 
initiate, develop, and complete projects in which they situate their particular findings on a 
given topic within a broader context.  
 
One goal is to have every inquiry research team invested in the success of everyone else’s 
project and to demonstrate the necessity of teamwork to high-quality interdisciplinary research 
by building an inquiry community. Each team chooses an interdisciplinary research question; 
generates an initial research idea; and then develops a research proposal and a final inquiry 
report and presentation.  
 
Academic Honesty  
Miami University defines academic dishonesty “as any activity that compromises the academic 
integrity of the institution or subverts the educational process." Students are expected to behave 
honestly in their learning and in their behavior outside the classroom. Cheating, plagiarism, and 
other forms of academic dishonesty undermine the value of a Miami education for everyone, 
and especially for the person who cheats.” Students who engage in academic misconduct will at 
minimum fail the assignment and may fail the entire course with a permanent record of their 
dishonesty added to their student file.  
 
Student Disability Services  
If you are a student with a disability and feel you may need a reasonable accommodation to 
fulfill the essential functions of this course, you are encouraged to contact Student 
Disability Services (SDS). SDS provides accommodations and services for students with a 
variety of disabilities, including physical, medical, and psychiatric disabilities. You are 
encouraged to contact SDS (SDS@miamioh.edu (mailto:SDS@miamioh.edu) ) to learn 
more about registration and procedures for requesting accommodations.  
Current SDS registered students should request accommodations according to SDS procedure 
(https://miamioh.edu/student-life/sds/student-tools/accommodation procedures/how-to-
request-accommodations/index.html) . You are strongly encouraged to request and discuss 
your accommodations needs during the first 1-2 weeks of the semester.  
NOTE: In an effort to provide access and follow universal design principles, all media shown 
in-class by the instructor or students MUST include captioning.  
 
Attendance  
Points are associated with attendance. Plan to attend each class. However, if you feel sick, 
PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND. Get the notes from a colleague and check in with your research 
team via email and zoom to see what you missed and need to do. Note that 25 points out of 500 
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total points are reserved for attendance...so inconsistent attendance alone will not fail you. That 
said, we understand that we are all in the midst of a global pandemic, so we are committed to 
remaining flexible and accessible. In addition, this flexibility allows for a smoother transition in 
the case that we are given orders to move to an entirely online course delivery.  
 
RISK REDUCTION: Covid-19  
This classroom is obviously subject to university policy. The instructor will monitor county-
level Covid-19 infections and discuss the level of risk with students.  
 
Grading/Measurable Outcomes  
**See here (https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Video-Guide/Feedback-Overview-
Students/ta-p/383514#video-script) to learn how to view your assignment feedback in 
Canvas.** Weekly Team Agenda (WTA): 25 pts total 
Attendance: 25 points 
Midterm: 50 pts 
Group Course Reading Presentation: Video Assignment: 50 pt  
Small-Team Inquiry Project: 
Part One, The Proposal Paper: 100 pts 
--CITI online training completion by due date --IRB in-class RCR training (see course schedule 
below for date) 
--draft and in-class peer review  
--Final IRB Proposal 
Part Two: Inquiry Project: 250 points  
--Research /Topic Question Draft (for instructor feedback)  
--Individual Section Literature Review Draft (for instructor feedback)  
--Full Paper Draft Submission  
--Peer Review  
--Research Presentation 
Total: 500 points 
Note: all assignments will be submitted via CANVAS 
 
WST 231 Week to Week Plan / Course Schedule 
Week 1: Semester Overview & Expectations  
Be prepared to participate in-class discussions!!  
Tuesday 1/30: Hello! Greetings, Salutations and Expectations  
Short Video: Neil deGrasse Tyson on UFOs and the Argument from Ignorance (w/ support 
discussion of weight of qualitative v. quantitative data in the sexual harassment allegations 
against him). 
Key Idea for the day: This class is about your research and improving your ability to ask 
questions!  
TO DO: Begin CITI Training on Research with Human Subjects: 
http://www.units.miamioh.edu/compliance/HS03_02_CITI.html  
(http://www.units.miamioh.edu/compliance/HS03_02_CITI.html) 
--scroll down page and follow the INSTRUCTIONS on how to access the online  
Human subjects training and the number of required modules (13) and elective modules (3) you 
need to complete  
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Thursday 2/1: Flint Water Crisis Context & Introduction  
READ & WATCH before class:  
1) Detroit Metro Times, “A deep dive into the source of Flint’s water crisis”  
https://www.metrotimes.com/detroit/a-deep-dive-into-the-source-of-flints-water-
crisis/Content?oid=3399011 (https://www.metrotimes.com/detroit/a-deep-dive-into-
the source-of-flints-water-crisis/Content?oid=3399011)  
2) NOVA’s Documentary on Flint: Poisoned Water: What 
Exactly WentWrong in Flint--and WhatDoes It Mean for 
the Rest of the Country?  
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/body/poisoned-
water.html 
(http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/body/poisoned-
water.html)  
3) We will catch you up on the brief updates of Flint crisis during the next class.  
DUE: Weekly Team Agenda (WTA), See Canvas Assignments Individuals’ Initial Research 
Ideas  
Week 2: Responsible Conduct of Research Training & Preparation (TBD) 
Tuesday 2/6: REQUIRED ATTENDANCE: Jennifer Sutton from the university's Office for 
Research Ethics and Integrity will teach us Responsible Conduct of Research Training in 
Class (needed to submit IRB application this semester).  
(if you miss this class, go here to sign up for another class and attend before 
next Monday: 
http://www.units.miamioh.edu/compliance/RCR02_training.html 
(http://www.units.miamioh.edu/compliance/RCR02_training.html) )  
DO: Instructors will put people into small research teams.  
DUE: CITI OnlineTraining (see Week 1 above or Canvas Modules, for website and directions)  
Thursday 2/8: NO CLASS MEETING TODAY.  
Week 3:Research Methods  
Tuesday 2/13: Research Team Assignment & Baloney Discussion  
READ before class: Packet: Carl Sagan’s “Baloney Detection Kit”  
DUE: Weekly Team Agenda (WTA): Identify Common Interests, by 11:59  
Thursday 2/15: Research Methodology Overview & Philosophy  
READ before class: Packet: Johnson, R. B. & Christensen, L. B. (2010). Chapter 2: Quantitative, 
Qualitative, & Mixed Research.  
READ before class: Chapters on "Language of Research" & 
"Conceptualizing", found here: 
https://www.socialresearchmethods.net/kb/contents.php 
(https://www.socialresearchmethods.net/kb/contents.php)  
--NOTE*: Always Start at Table of Contents link and follow all hyperlinks on your assigned 
chapters.  
Week 4: Research and Drawing Conclusions  
Tuesday 2/20: Research Measurement & Choosing a Problem - Developing a Question  
READ: Relevant Subsections Chapter on Measurement, found here: 
https://www.socialresearchmethods.net/kb/contents.php  
(https://www.socialresearchmethods.net/kb/contents.php)  
--NOTE*: Always Start at Table of Contents link and follow all hyperlinks under your assigned 
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chapter. In-Classwork: refining that problem into a research question, and choosing the 
appropriate methodology 

DUE: Weekly Team Agenda (WTA): Describe Common Research Topic & Rough Methodology  
DUE: Canvas Quiz, Early Research Concepts  
Thursday 2/22: Work on IRB Application  
DUE: Weekly Team Agenda (WTA): DRAFT 1: Level 1 IRB Application  
Week 5: Proposal Work  
Tuesday 2/27: DRAFTING The Research Proposal in your research teams.  
--We will meet in-person in Peabody today to complete our IRB proposal drafts for submission  
Thursday 2/29: Online Peer Review of Research Proposals  

DUE: Draft Research Proposal (IRB Application), submit as individual students (not a group), 
via Canvas by 8am today. Canvas will assign you a peer’s draft to review. due at 8 am.  

DUE: Via Canvas, your peer review with feedback by 2:35 pm at end of class today  
DUE THIS FRIDAY AT 5PM: Final Research Proposal(IRB Application) submitted this 
FRIDAY at 5pm, via Canvas  
Week 6: Wicked Problems  

Tuesday 3/5: NO CLASS MEETING TODAY, but attend Craig Calhoun's talk on 
Democracy at 6pm tonight in 152 Shidler for extra credit (make sure you sign up) 
STILL READ Lead and Crime (or how to establish causation)...and we will review 
on Thursday in class  

READ: Packet: Popular Overview: Lead and Crime. Drum, “America’s Real Criminal  
Element”  
DO: Assign Group Course Reading Presentation Video Readings/Assignments (presentations 
start next week)  
Thursday 3/7: Thinking across and outside of disciplinary box  
READ: Tackling Wicked Problems: Through the Transdisciplinary Imagination,  
edited by John Harris, et al., Routledge, 2010. (Full text available 
(https://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/detail/detail?vid=1&sid=22266868-42ea-41e1-b797-
0554618315ed%40sdc-v 
sessmgr03&bdata=JkF1dGhUeXBlPWNvb2tpZSxpcCx1cmwsdWlkLGNwaWQmY3VzdG
lkPXM5MDAyOTM0JnNpdGU9ZWRzLWxpdmUmc2NvcGU9c2l0ZQ%3d%3d#AN=339
072&db=e000xna) online through Miami University Library) 
Chapter 1: pp 1-10  
Chapter 2: pp 16-30  
Week 7: Literature Review: The Best Way to Learn Research is to Read Research  
(Group Reading Presentations start this week)  
Tuesday 3/12: Work on Literature Review  
READ: Literature Review Assignment Description on Canvas.  
DO: We will work together in breakout groups to identify literature review subsections for each 
team, then each team member will post 3 academic journal article source citations that work for 
your subsection.  

DUE: Weekly Team Agenda (WTA): 3 annotated sources for your individual literature review 
subsections  
DUE: Weekly Team Agenda (WTA): Concept Wiki Participation, Via Google Docs (see 
Concept Wiki here  
(https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wyyIbTh2PJguxRw4k5zBN7C9gPpPYct5AsjOuc
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l7NhM/edit?usp=sharing) )  
Thursday 3/14: Social Sciences Research (Psych and Social Psychology)  
READ in Packet: 
1. Amelia and Kaylene: PRESENTING: Kruger,D., Franzen, S., Kodjebacheva, G., Kaufman, 
M., Cupal, S.,Bailey, E., & Key, K. (2017). Toxic trauma: Householdwater quality experiences 
predict posttraumatic stress disorder symptoms during the Flint, Michigan, water crisis. Journal 
Of Community Psychology.  
2. Jacob and Savian, PRESENTING: Heard-Garris, N.,Roche, J., Carter, P., 
Cunningham, R., Abir, M., Walton,M., & Zimmerman, M. (2017). Voices from Flint: 
Community Perceptions of the Flint Water Crisis. Journal Of Urban Health, 1-4.  
DO: Introduce and assign Concept Wiki concepts in prep for midterm.  
Week 8: Social Sciences  
Tuesday 3/19: Social Sciences (Sociology) Research  
READ in Packet: 
1. Lee, S., Rose, S., Dover, K., Ayoub, J.,Salman, F., & Krings, A. (2016). Racial inequality and 
the implementation of emergency management laws in economically distressed urban areas. 
ChildrenAnd Youth Services Review, 701-7. 
 --Ann C., will present on Lee et al. article 
Ranganathan,M. (2016) Thinking with Flint: Racial Liberalism and theRoots of an American 
Water Tragedy. Capitalism Nature Socialism, 27:3, 17-33.  --Dylan, will present on 
Ranganathan article  
DUE: Reading presentation by this team in-class  
DUE: Literature Review Draft_Individual Subsection  
Thursday 3/21: Online Midterm: NO CLASS MEETING TODAY  
DUE: Online Midterm: SEE Week 8 Module for Online Midterm Assignment, then complete 
the midterm (open-book, open-note, NO peer collaboration). Have 1hr and 20 mins to take it. 
Opens day before at 7:00 am and closes today at 2:35pm.  
Week 9: NO CLASS MEETINGS: Spring Break  
Tuesday 3/26  
Thursday 3/28  
Week 10: Humanities and Life Sciences  
Tuesday 4/2: Humanities (Media Critique and Design)  
--_________________, presenting on Tichy only  
--Gordon and Hayden, presenting on Jake May  
--Michael, Lizzie, and Anna W., presenting on LaToya Ruby Frazier (photographers) Ted TAlk 
about her work in Flint MI  
READ & Explore:  
1) TED TAlk: Latoya Ruby Frazier (2019), Flint is Family. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/latoya_ruby_frazier_a_creative_solution_for_the_water
_crisis_in_flint_michigan 
(https://www.ted.com/talks/latoya_ruby_frazier_a_creative_solution_for_the_water
_crisis_in_flint_michigan)  
2) Packet: Derrick Z. Jackson, “Environmental Justice? Unjust Coverage of the Flint Water 
Crisis”  
3) Tichy, Jan.(2016). Beyond Streaming: A Sound Mural for Flint.  
http://beyondstreaming.site/ (http://beyondstreaming.site/)  
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See the following pages: 
--Home: for an intro to the project  
--Installation: for a description of what it looked like in the museum  
--Collaboration: choose 3 of the young artists’ art to view and listen to  
4) May, Jake. (2018). MLive. 100 Faces of Flint: 
https://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/page/faces_of_flint.html  
(https://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/page/faces_of_flint.html)  
DUE: WTA--Data Collection Plan  
Thursday 4/4: Life Sciences Research  
--Sam F.: presenting on Wang & Welton article only  
--Liv and Meet, presenting on Craft-Blacksheare article  
READ in Packet  
1. Craft-Blacksheare,MG. (2017). Lessons Learned From the Crisis in Flint,Michigan Regarding 

the Effects of Contaminated Water onMaternal and Child Health. Journalof Obstetric, 
Gynecologic, and Neonatal Nursing. 46(2):258-266.  

2. Hanna-Attisha, M. LaChance, J., Casey Sadler,R., & Champney Schnepp, A. (2016). Elevated 
Blood LeadLevels in Children Associated With the Flint Drinking Water Crisis: A Spatial 
Analysis of Risk and Public HealthResponse. American Journal Of Public Health, 106(2), 283-
290. 

3. Wang, T., Kim, J., Whelton, A. (2019). Management of plastic bottle and filter waste during the 
large-scale Flint Michigan lead contaminated drinking water incident. Resources, Conservation 
and Recycling. 140: 115-124.  

Week 11  
Tuesday 4/9: Ethics & Public Scholarship  
--Kennedy, Jackson, Kellen, presenting on all 3 pieces below (EACH IS VERY BRIEF).  
READ in Packet:  
1) Edwards, M. A.,& Pruden, A. (2016). The Flint Water Crisis: Overturning the Research 
Paradigm to Advance Science and Defend Public Welfare. Environmental Science & 
Technology,50(17), 8935-8936. 
2) Lambrinidou, Y.(2016). On Listening, Science and Justice: A Call forExercising Care in What 
Lessons We Draw FromFlint. Environmental Science and Technology, 50: 12058-12059.  
3) Edwards, M. A.,& Pruden, A. (2016). We Helped Flint Residents to Save Themselves--
Staying in Our Ivory Tower Would Have Perpetuated Injustice. EnvironmentalScience & 
Technology, 50: 12057. 
DO: SCHEDULE team conferences on projects with Jacque next week. SIGN UP for mandatory 
next week meeting slot. Sign Up Sheet here: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1v4OTsb3cRylmBL8KnfzbwJaMX0zXBV-
Nr2zyvUMUpUE/edit?usp=sharing  
(https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1v4OTsb3cRylmBL8KnfzbwJaMX0zXBV-
Nr2zyvUMUpUE/edit?usp=sharing)  
DUE: WTA--Data Collection Progress  
Thursday 4/11: LITERATURE REVIEW Workshop  

Pre-Class Prep: 1. Review and implement instructor feedback for the Literature Review 
Individual Subsection paper. 2. Put all revised individual subsection papers into one place 
where all team members can review and edit them (i.e. your team's google docs folder) 
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Week 12: DATA COLLECTION COMPLETED & Project Work: Everyone online in 
individual conferences with instructors.  
Tuesday 4/16: Project work; Daugherty is available on Zoom for mandatory team 
consultation. (NO IN-CLASS MEETING)  
DUE: Mandatory team meeting with professors (WTA), see Zoom Page of Canvas for 
meeting link...sign in with your Miami Account. Double check last week's Sign-up Sheet for 
your time slot (see google doc link on syllabus under Week 11).  
--meet me in my zoom office: https://miamioh.zoom.us/j/3548735839  
Thursday 4/18: Project work; Daugherty is available on Zoom for mandatory team 
consultation (NO IN-CLASS MEETING)  
DUE: Mandatory team meeting with professors (WTA), see Zoom Page of Canvas for 
link...sign in with your Miami Account. Double check last week's Sign-up Sheet for your time 
slot (see google doc link on syllabus under Week 11).  
DO: PLAN TO HAVE ALL YOUR DATA COLLECTED BY THE END OF THIS WEEK, at 
very latest.  
--meet me in my zoom office: https://miamioh.zoom.us/j/3548735839  
Week 13: Project Work and Small Team Subject Presentations  
Tuesday 4/23: Sadistics and Statistics (or Basic Statistical Analysis in Qualtrics)  
Bring your statistical data so we can practice with it.  
DUE: Via Your Email, take our short Qualtrics survey so we can play with it in-class.  
 DUE: Weekly Team Assignment: Data Analysis--Initial Findings 
Thursday 4/25: Qualitative Quips (or Qualitative Analysis 101)  
Bring your qualitative data so we can practice with it.  
DO: Schedule Week 14 Research Team Subject Presentations  
DUE: Weekly Team Assignment: Data Analysis--Initial Findings  
Week 14: Team Research Presentations: all presentations are in-person and in-class  
Tuesday 4/30: Preparing for your Research Presentation  
Workshopping your presentation in-class.  
Thursday 5/2: DAY 1 Small Team Research Presentations  
Research teams presenting today 
Week 15: Team Research Presentations.  
Tuesday 5/7: DAY 2 Small Team Research Presentations (in-person)  
Research teams presenting today (in this order) (today’s presentations are only 7-10 minutes 
each): 
Thursday 5/9: Paper Draft & 
Peer Review: No In-Class 
Meeting Today  
DUE: Via Canvas, as an individual (not a team) submit Research Paper Draft to Canvas by 8 am 
today 
DUE: Via Canvas, your peer review with feedback by 2:35 pm today  
Week 16: Finals Week & Submission of Final Projects...No In-Class Meeting  
Tuesday 5/14 at 11:59 pm: Final Project  
DUE: Final Research Papers Due @ 11:59pm  
DUE: WTA Assignment, Via Google Forms Final Evaluation 
(https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzqS0ii9bahoh1ab6nB7ARXdjkJCKDoA
-PyMjsyW_Hhpx_PQ/viewform? usp=sf_link) : Self, Peer Project @ 11:59 pm 
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INTERDISCIPLINARY PROBLEMS & QUESTIONS, WST 301 FALL 2021 
 

THE ART AND SCIENCE OF TIME 
 

INSTRUCTORS: PROFESSOR NIK MONEY, WESTERN PROGRAM & DEPT. OF 
BIOLOGY & BILLY SIMMS, WESTERN CENTER STUDENT COORDINATOR 

 
Classroom: 121 Peabody Hall (Leonard Theater) 

Class meetings: Monday and Wednesday 11:40-1:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary of course and objectives WST 301 considers a complex topic from multiple 
perspectives. It identifies the distinct vantage points offered by different fields of inquiry, 
including philosophical, aesthetic, scientific and historical discourse, with an emphasis on 
achieving an integrative understanding of the topic. WST 301 is taught by faculty members with 
different disciplinary and/or interdisciplinary expertise from semester to semester. CAS-B-
Humanities OR CAS-C Social Science. 
 
Summary of Fall 2021 offering The theme for WST 301 is the nature and experience of time, 
which we will explore from multiple perspectives. These include the physical origin of time, 
natural processes that are accomplished at different timescales, the human perception of time, the 
philosophy of time, and artistic responses to time. The class meetings will be organized 
according to ten timeframes, beginning with fractions of a second and ending with billions of 
years. We will examine processes that operate according to each meter and also look at artistic 
representations of these slices of time. Readings will come from the assigned book and articles 
and videos posted on the Canvas site. Students will submit writing assignments via Canvas, 
including a term paper, and give one or more class presentations during the semester. 
Participation in class discussion is encouraged. 
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Required reading 
 
Money, N. P. 2021. Nature Fast and Nature Slow: How Life Works from Fractions of a Second 
to Billions of Years. Reaktion Books, London, & University of Chicago Press: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-FQNaRUzN8 
 
Grading 
 
Weekly written reflections: 10 x 5 = 50 points (single page, 300 words maximum) 
Term paper:   25 points (7-10 pages, 2,000-3,000 words) 
Term presentation:  20 points 
Engagement during class: 5 points 
Total:    100 points 
 
Schedule of classes 
 
1 Aug 23/25  Introduction: What is time? 
     
2 Aug 30/Sept 1 Fractions of a second 
 
3 Sept 8  Seconds (no class on Sept 6, Labor Day) 
 
4 Sept 13/15  Minutes and hours 
 
5 Sept 20/22  Days, weeks, and months 
   
6 Sept 27/29    Years 
 
7 Oct 4/6  Half way through Time 
 
8 Oct 11/13  Decades  
  
9 Oct 18/20  Centuries 
 
10 Oct 25/27  Millennia 
 
11 Nov 1/3  Millions of years 
 
12 Nov 8/10  Billions of years 
 
13 Nov 15/17  Term projects presentations and discussion 
    
14 Nov 22/24  Thanksgiving week 
 
15 Nov 29/Dec 1 Term projects presentations and discussion / Term paper due Friday Dec 3 
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WST 321: Ways of Knowing 
Sex in the US: Collecting Voices in Sexuality Education 

 
M/W: 11:20-12:50 pm, 407 Peabody Hall 
Instructor: Dr. Jacqueline Daugherty (Dr. D. or Jacque is fine) 
Instructor’s Office: 123 Peabody: Office Hours: Mondays 1-4pm and by appointment 
daughejd@miamioh.edu 
 

     
 
We must give our children a spirit of moral courage, because their character is our destiny. Our 
schools must support the ideals of parents, elevating character and abstinence from 
afterthoughts to urgent goals.  
--former President of the US, George W. Bush:  Speech to Republican National Convention, 
Aug 3, 2000 
 
Course Description 
 

The debate over school-based sexuality education in the US has been ongoing since the 
early twentieth century, and has complex political, cultural, social and economic dimensions.  
From 2001-2010, the federal government invested an unprecedented amount of money into 
abstinence-only sexuality education. The majority of this funding supported the teaching of 
abstinence-only sexuality education curriculum and programs in public schools. 

This course will utilize project-based learning and experiential research to do an oral 
history of Ohioans who are connected to and can provide diverse perspectives on formal, school-
based, abstinence-only sexuality education programs in the US from 2001-2010. The course is 
divided into three main learning modules: methodological education on oral history, 
content/research about sexuality education, and field work focusing on gathering archival data 
and collecting oral history interviews.  
  
 
Required Texts & Materials:  
DeBlasio, D., Ganzert, C., Mould, D., Paschen, S., Sacks, H. (2009). Catching Stories: A 
Practical Guide to Oral History. Swallow Press/Ohio University Press: Athens, Ohio. 
 
Other Assigned Readings/Videos: Some are available through the library’s website AND others 
through our course’s Canvas site (see Syllabus course schedule & Modules).  
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Digital Audio Recorder for interviewing: This recorder will allow you to both transfer the digital 
audio files of interviews to a computer for replay and transcription and upload the audio file to 
Canvas for assignment submission. Most smart phones and tablets have audio recording 
functions that will work fine, and there are also inexpensive digital audio recorders available in 
the electronics section of most department stores. 
 
A Few Words on Reading:  

• Bring notes & questions about your reading to class: For most assigned 
readings/viewings, you will be expected to come to class with two questions or issues 
you wish to discuss from the readings. As the focus of this class is to learn the oral 
history methodology, you will want to consider how the information you glean from 
ANY reading, film or audio recording could be applied to your own oral history 
interviewing in the second half of the semester. 

• Read the GUIDE document before assigned readings/films/recordings. The Guides will 
be available under Canvas Modules, by week and day topic. They will tell you what you 
are looking for under each reading. They will also provide some material for you to 
consider as you write your weekly discussion post. 

 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 

I. Community Creation & Maintenance 
We are creating and maintaining a semester long learning community.  You have a voice and 
you are expected to use it.  This community, myself included, will be working together for the 
common goal of having a fabulous and productive learning experience.  You are expected to 
support each other and take an active role in determining the flow of this learning process.  
The standard is to be fully present for the designated time in the classroom so that you can 
learn the material and be prepared for your out-of-class and future life learning experiences.   
 

“fully present” = active listening + no non-course related tech use during lecture + not 
working on other material. 

 

 
Creating and maintaining a Safe Space. At its core, this course deals with the details of how we 
learn to function in our diverse society. Our views on family, school, religion and media are 
often based largely on our own personal experience, and include our core values concerning 
class, race, gender, ability, sexuality, etc.,—and we tend to be sensitive to challenges to those 
beliefs. As a result, we must all be committed to creating and maintaining a safe space to allow 
for scholarly growth and for inter/personal understanding. In safe spaces, we walk the journey 
together knowing that we will all start and end at different places, but that the journey is 
important to all of us. Some guidelines for a safe space: 

• Conflict Resolution. Recognize that conflict is innate and healthy—if a conflict 
arises, please bring it to the attention of the group or instructor. Solutions should 
be democratically negotiated and we will all do our best to maintain a collegial 

599/710



environment.  
• Mutual Respect. Disagreement, challenge and discomfort are necessary for our 

learning and the enrichment of our life experiences. So is respect. Keep comments 
focused on what a person is saying and not who a person is. 

• Confidentiality. Some people in this course may share deeply personal 
experiences. Learn from them and honor their sharing….even if it challenges you. 
Keep what is shared confined to the walls of this classroom.  

• Self Honesty & Reflexivity: the content of this class is about a controversial issue: 
sex education. Just like the participants in our study, students in this course come 
from a diversity of experiences and have a range or values and positions that are 
works in progress. LIFE IS NOT OFTEN LIVED IN BLACK AND WHITE. 
Check in with yourself about how you feel on the subjects we address, understand 
the bidirectional relationship between cause and effect, develop your listening 
skills—even when it is challenging to hear. Ask for help in understanding when 
you need it…that is how we all learn anything. 
 

II. Participation 
Your participation is integral in this course, as interaction, activity and experiential learning are 
cornerstones of my teaching philosophy.  
 

a. READ THE SYLLABUS CAREFULLY AND PAY ATTENTION TO DUE 
DATES.   
 

b. Preparation for Course Meetings. 
1. Complete all Assigned Reading, in advance of class, for the day they are assigned.  
Students should make sure they understand the concepts and arguments offered by the 
authors they read and bring specific questions to class for clarification and discussion.   
2. Bring your textbooks and other readings to class, for reference  
3. Arrive on time 
4. Contribute because your ideas and insights are an integral part of our classroom 
community and learning process 
 

c. Attendance. Students are expected to be in class …. all of our perspectives & skills make 
our class interesting and unique.  
Students who are absent for whatever reason are responsible for: 

• getting the notes from a peer, seeing me during office hours for any 
handouts/notes/etc., they may have missed 

• seeing me if they have any specific questions about the material covered 
• acquiring any videos they may have missed in class  

 
Excusable absences are typically serious personal and family illnesses and/or difficulties. In 
circumstances where it is practical, notice should be given ahead of time. Excused absences 
will result in an assignment due date extension, but you cannot make up participation-
discussion points since you were not there. 
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Attendance is part of your Participation-Discussion grade and will be factored into your 
overall grade. Letting me know the reason for your absence is important, but does not 
necessarily constitute an “excuse.” Except in cases of serious illness or personal difficulties 
(e.g., serious illness or death in a student’s family), each class must be attended, and exam 
and assignment must be completed at the date and time scheduled. In case of serious illness 
or personal difficulties, students must notify their Dean, Academic Advisor, or Campus 
Counselor BEFORE the assignment is due.  The Dean / Advisor / Counselor will send a note 
to their professors indicating that the student is ill or having personal difficulties and his/her 
assignments may be delayed.   

 
d. Assignments. Assignments must be submitted by the deadline in the Course Schedule. 

Assignments will be accepted hard copy and in-class.  
 

• Late assignments will not be accepted…unless in some circumstances where you 
have an excused absence. See Attendance section above for examples of 
excusable absences. 

 
• Emailed papers will never be accepted. Submit it in advance or send it with a 

friend, if you know you will miss class on an assignment due date. 
 

e. Canvas: A short guide to our course’s most important Canvas pages. 
• SYLLABUS page 
• MODULES page will contain: 

o course reading/viewing, guide questions and assignments links, organized    
by week. 

• ASSIGNMENTS page will contain: 
o Detailed assignment descriptions, posted as the assignment due date  

approaches. 
• EMAIL COMMUNICATION: 

o all email sent through Canvas is automatically sent directly to your email 
• GRADES page: 

§ Your grades will be recorded on the grades page. Assignment grades will 
be posted here as soon as assignments are graded. Participation-discussion 
and Extra Credit grades will be tracked by Dr. D. throughout the semester, 
then tallied and posted here at the end of the semester. 

 
f. Personal Technology Policy 

 
Simple.  
1. Mind Your Manners: Don’t use personal technology EVER when we have a speaker, 

guest or are on a field trip somewhere. 
2. You can bring your laptops or tablets to our classroom as we may use the internet for 

in-class learning (so long as we don’t have a guest or a speaker). Phones need to be 
turned off at all times. 
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g. Handle Your Business. 
Your grade in this class is the result of your effort and performance. Your effort and 
performance are ultimately under your control.  
If you need more support or find that you are experiencing challenges, it is your job to 
communicate this to myself and/or your colleagues, as well as actively engage in 
problem-solving. 
There are various support centers on campus that can help too. Here are a couple. 
 Howe Writing Center: http://miamioh.edu/howe/  

Student Counseling Services: http://miamioh.edu/student-life/student-counseling-
service/  

 
INSTRUCTOR RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
Support students in Classroom Community Creation & Maintenance 
(see above section on Safe Space) 
 
Facilitate student learning in accurate and engaging ways. 
 
Disabilities: 
In order for a student to receive an accommodation for a disability, that disability must be on 
record. 
  
Students with documented disabilities are required to notify the instructor no later than the first 
day on which they require an accommodation (the first day of class is recommended), in private, 
if accommodation is needed. The instructor will provide students with disabilities with all 
reasonable accommodations, but students are not exempted from fulfilling the normal 
requirements of the course.  
 
Success: 
I want you to succeed in this course and at Miami. I encourage you to come see me during office 
hours or to schedule an appointment to discuss course content or to answer questions you have. 
If I become concerned about your course performance, attendance, engagement, or well-being, I 
will speak with you first.  
  
Academic Integrity:  
Integrity of scholarship is essential for an intellectual community. This means that knowledge 
must be pursued honestly. The University expects that both faculty and students will honor this 
principle and in so doing protect the validity of intellectual work. For students, this means that all 
academic work will be done by the individual to whom it is assigned without unauthorized aid of 
any kind. If an assignment is plagiarized or otherwise completed in an unfair manner, the 
minimum penalty will be a failure on that assignment, and the likely penalty will be failure for 
the course. 
 
FLEXIBILITY CLAUSE:  
This syllabus is NOT a binding contract.  This is a project-based learning course and, as such, 
requires that we interact with the community on a regular basis, which, in turn, ALWAYS 

602/710



REQUIRES FLEXIBILITY. The dates of lectures, exams, projects, etc. may be revised as the 
term progresses.  All modifications to the syllabus will be documented on the Syllabus page of 
our course site, and verbally communicated during class meetings and/or via email. 
 
Students are responsible for keeping informed about any modifications announced during 
class sessions…ask a classmate first.   
 
EVALUATION of STUDENT LEARNING 
  
	
ASSIGNMENT**	
(read	on	to	see	brief	
descriptions	of	each)	

POINTS	 %	of	
grade	

Group	or	Individual	
Assignment	

Class	Participation-Discussion	 20	 10%	 Individual	
Online	Weekly	Reflective	
Discussion	Posts	

20	 10%	 Individual	

Archival	Research	Write-Up	&	
Presentation	

30	 15%	 Group	

Weekly	Methods	Knowledge	
and	Skill	Evaluations	(first	10	
weeks)	*	

40	 20%	 Individual	

Field	Work	Prep	 20	 10%	 Group	
Interviews	&	Transcriptions		
(Includes	university	human	
subjects	training	completion)	

60	 30%	 Individual	

Final	project	 10	 5%	 Individual	
TOTALS	 200	pts	 100%	 	

 
*NOTE: Weekly Methods Knowledge & Skills Evaluations lay an integral role in assessing if a 
student is capable of doing research in the field. Given the ethical concerns involved in speaking 
about sexuality with participants, in the rare circumstance that a student consistently 
demonstrates poor mastery of content and skills on these assignments s/z/he will not be permitted 
to interview participants. Instead, an alternative assignment—most likely specialty archival or 
other relevant research—will be negotiated between the student and faculty member. This will 
also be the case for those students who voluntarily decide that they would prefer not to perform 
interviews. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes for WST 321:  
 
At the end of the semester, the successful student will: 
 
1) Gain a comprehensive understanding of the Oral History methodology  
 
2) Apply and analyze diverse and critical perspectives, concerning the ethics and politics of 
doing research on the topic of sexuality  
 
3) Gain undergraduate research experience  
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ASSIGNMENTS 
 
ASSIGNMENT STANDARDS and GUIDELINES:  

• 11-12 pt font, Calibri / Cambria / Times New Roman 
• 1”margins on all sides 
• Double-spaced body, single-spaced name/heading (even on transcripts) 

o Name/heading only includes your name and assignment title 
• Meet minimum lengths 

o If a minimum length is 2 pages, you must have 2 full ages of text in order to be 
considered for full credit. 

• College-level writing (clear presentation of ideas, free of spelling and grammatical mistakes, cite 
any ideas that are not your own, etc.,) 

o Writing is a tool just like any other, and practice of it yields improvement of it. Please 
visit the Howe Writing Center on campus to strengthen your paper: 
http://miamioh.edu/howe/ 

• APA format:  see here for  a brief, online summary of APA – for use in citing your sources 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/  

o See sections on In-Text Citations & Reference Lists 
o See this site to plug in text information/type and it will spit out complete/correct citation: 

http://www.citationmachine.net/  
• Documents must be submitted in Word or PDF format 
• All assignment submissions will be hard copy, and in-class (as per student choice). Some will 

require submission to Canvas’s Anti-plagiarism software as well, such as the Intellectual 
Autobiography.  

o Hard copies of ALL Assignments must be submitted in-class on the due date—
assignment feedback will also be handed back hard copy and in-class..  

 
 
 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Please see Course Schedule document on Canvas, Syllabus Page. 
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WST 322: Art & Politics  
Applying Social Theory to Your Worlds  

 

He who loves practice without theory is like the sailor who boards ship without a rudder and compass and  
never knows where he may be cast.   

Leonardo da Vinci, A Long Time Ago  

The weapon of criticism cannot, of course, replace criticism of the weapon, material force must be  
overthrown by material force; but theory also becomes a material force as soon as it has gripped the  

masses.  
Karl Marx, 1843  

It is theory that decides what we can observe.   
Albert Einstein, 1955  

Knowledge rooted in experience shapes what we value, and as a consequence, how we know what we  
know as well as how we use what we know.  

bell hooks, 2009  
________________________________________________________________________  

Course Description  
This course is designed to give students an overview of major western social theories. Texts,  
lectures, discussions, and small group sessions will focus on the assumptions and concepts  
employed by major classical and contemporary theorists who have contributed to our  
understanding of individuals, groups and society. We will keep one eye on our theory texts  
and the other on our interests in research and the popular culture world, as we constantly  
seek connections between the two.  
We will investigate complex topics with specific attention to developing competence in the  
analytical and rhetorical tools for interdisciplinary inquiry in the arts, humanities, sciences,  
and/or social sciences. Based on a student’s area of interest, s/z/he will identify and analyze  
representational practices (e.g., written texts, performances, new media, statistical surveys,   
scientific studies) to promote the development of creative strategies for representing and  
addressing complex problems and questions. CAS-B-Humanities OR CAS-C Social Science.  
Because writing is a primary currency in this course, written expression, feedback and revision  
will be used to help clarify thinking and understanding, enhance and assess learning, and help  
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students develop informed opinions, and improve critical thinking skills. Critical thinking  
involves more than description, it involves the ability to evaluate, compare, contrast, link and  
innovate.  

This is a required course for Individualized Studies (Western Program) majors and must  
be successfully completed prior to graduation.   

Course Learning Objectives:  
This course is designed to help you appreciate how knowledge is constructed within and around  
an intriguing interdisciplinary topic, so that you apply these insights in your own research and  
senior project. It will also help you with the following learning skills:  

1. Identify and analyze multiple perspectives on an issue or topic of study. Throughout 
the semester, we will interact with complex social theories and consider their  applications to 
both our research and popular culture interests. Your job will be to understand  each theorist’s 
key assumptions and concepts and the characteristics of each major theoretical  movement 
and apply that understanding to your own interests.   
2. Construct a self-designed path for learning within a complex area of study. Interactive 
lecture and discussion-based learning will characterize our interaction in this  classroom. The 
progress, learning, and meaningfulness of this course will instead rely upon  lively student 
participation in the classroom and the focused, individualized development of your  own, 
rigorous, scholarly path.  
3. Communicate a main idea in a logical way with supporting evidence. Throughout the 
semester, you will be engaged in a multi-step process of formulating,  constructing, revising, 
presenting, and ultimately producing a final, 14-16 page research paper.   
4. Gain insights into your skills as a scholar, thinker and writer.  
By working through a sequenced process of writing, you will gain greater insights into your  
skills as a scholar, thinker and writer. Creating your own path through the materials will  
challenge and give you opportunities to test your abilities as a scholar, thinker and writer. 5. 
Interact with peers intensively to learn and share ideas.  
The lively in-class discussions in which you participate, your weekly online responses, your pop  
culture presentation, and a peer review process within the research paper sequence will each pro 
vide different kinds of opportunities for you to share and compare ideas with the class.   

A WORD (OR TWO) ABOUT THEORY  
Before beginning a theory course, it is important to keep in mind the following aspects of  
theories:  
Source: Burr, Wesley R. 1995. “Using Theories in Family Science” in R.D. Day, K.R. Gilbert, B.H. Settles, and  
W.R. Burr (eds). Research and Theory in Family Science. Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole Publishing.  

1) Theories Answer Questions about “What is Going On”  
2) Theories Are in the Minds of the Scientists (they are intellectual maps to help us  

make sense of the social world)  
3) Theories Give Us Power (to change things, solve problems, etc..) 
4) The Search for Integrating One Theory is Futile.  
5) Usefulness Rather Than Truth is How We Evaluate Theories  
6) Theories Give Us Perspectives  
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THEORIES ENTAIL  
1. Concepts (carefully defined words o terms which organize ideas and serve as building  

blocks)  
2. Assumptions (what is taken for granted that serves as a starting point)  
3. Generality (range of social phenomena to which a theory can apply, ranges from  

narrow or specific to general)  
4. Explanations (build connections and answer how or why)  
5. A History (as such are subject to change over time)  

Read the GUIDE document before assigned readings. The Guides will be available under  
Canvas Modules, organized by theory movement (e.g., Early Modern Theory). They will keep  
you focused as you read. They will also provide some material for you to consider as you write  
your weekly discussion post.  

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:  
I. Community Creation & Maintenance  

We are creating and maintaining a semester long learning community. You have a voice and  
you are expected to use it. This community, myself included, will be working together for the  
common goal of having a fabulous and productive learning experience. You are expected to  
support each other and take an active role in determining the flow of this learning process.  
The standard is to be fully present for the designated time in the classroom so that you can  
learn the material and be prepared for your out-of-class and future life learning experiences.   

“fully present” = active listening + no non-course related tech use during lecture + not  
working on other material.  

 
Creating and maintaining a Safe Space. At its core, this course deals with the different lenses  
available through which to view the world. Views on family, school, religion and media are often  
based largely on our own personal experience, and include our core values concerning class,  
race, gender, ability, sexuality, etc.,—and we tend to be sensitive to challenges to those beliefs.  
As a result, we must all be committed to creating and maintaining a safe space to allow for  
scholarly growth and for inter/personal understanding. In safe spaces, we walk the journey  
together knowing that we will all start and end at different places, but that the journey is  
important to all of us. Some guidelines for a safe space:  

• Conflict Resolution. Recognize that conflict is innate and healthy—if a conflict  
arises, please bring it to the attention of the group or instructor. Solutions should  
be democratically negotiated and we will all do our best to maintain a collegial  
environment.  

• Mutual Respect. Disagreement, challenge and discomfort are necessary for our  
learning and the enrichment of our life experiences. So is respect. Keep comments  
focused on what a person is saying and not who a person is.  
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• Confidentiality. Some people in this course may share deeply personal  experiences. 
Learn from them and honor their sharing….even if it challenges you.  Keep what 
is shared confined to the walls of this classroom.   

• Self Honesty & Reflexivity: the content of this class is about a controversial issue:  
sex education. Just like the participants in our study, students in this course come  
from a diversity of experiences and have a range or values and positions that are  
works in progress. LIFE IS NOT OFTEN LIVED IN BLACK AND WHITE.  
Check in with yourself about how you feel on the subjects we address, understand  
the bidirectional relationship between cause and effect, develop your listening  
skills—even when it is challenging to hear. Ask for help in understanding when  
you need it…that is how we all learn anything.  

II. Participation  
Your participation is integral in this course, as interaction, activity and experiential learning are  
cornerstones of my teaching philosophy.   

a. READ THE SYLLABUS CAREFULLY AND PAY ATTENTION TO DUE  
DATES.   

b. Preparation for Course Meetings.  
1. Complete all Assigned Reading, in advance of class, for the day they are assigned.  
Students should make sure they understand the concepts and arguments offered by the  
authors they read and bring specific questions to class for clarification and discussion.  
2. Refer to your READERS in class every day  
3. Arrive on time  
4. Contribute because your ideas and insights are an integral part of our classroom  
community and learning process  

b. Attendance. Students are expected to attend class …. all of our perspectives & skills make  
our class interesting and unique. Attendance is part of your Participation-Discussion grade  
and will be factored into your overall grade.   

This class will meet in-person.  

This is a small, lecture and discussion-based course about a topic that you have likely  
never studied in depth and with collaborative project components. YOUR ACTIVE  
PARTICIPATION serves to allow our learning from each other to play a prominent 
role.  

You may miss class two times, after which you will be expected to provide  
documentation of the reason you need to miss to the instructor (notice in advance, if  
possible). Assignment extensions are possible, but will require documentation of an  
excused absence or other extenuating circumstance. 
We will of course follow the university’s guidance/policy concerning Covid-19. Jacque  
will keep you informed of county and zip code rates of new infections so we can  
collectively decide if we think face masks are a prudent risk reduction measure, if new  
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infection rates become high.  

Students who are absent for whatever reason are responsible for:  

• getting the notes from a peer  

• schedule a meeting with me for any specific questions you have after talking to a  
peer  

c. Assignments. Assignments must be submitted by the deadline in the Course Schedule.  
Assignments will be accepted online.   

• Late assignments will not be accepted… where you have an excused absence or  
some other extenuating circumstance. See Attendance section above for examples  
of excusable absences.  

• Emailed assignments and papers will never be accepted…unless you want  
them to be lost in Jacque’s black hole of an inbox.  

d. Canvas: A short guide to our course’s most important Canvas pages. 

• SYLLABUS page:   
o the syllabus and course schedule live there  

• MODULES page will contain:  
o Some course reading/viewing, guide questions and assignments links,  

organized by week.  

• ASSIGNMENTS page will contain:  
o Detailed assignment descriptions, posted as the assignment due date  

approaches.  

• ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
o all email sent through Canvas is automatically sent directly to your email 

• ZOOM page:  
o links for zooming, just in the case of the 1-2 class meetings that are listed  

as being online conference meetings with your instructor or in the case  
that your instructor may need to pivot to Zoom for a day during potential  
medical or other issues.   

• GRADES page:  
o Your grades will be recorded on the grades page. Assignment grades will  

be posted here as soon as assignments are graded. Participation-discussion  
and Extra Credit grades will be tracked by Dr. D. throughout the semester,  
then tallied and posted here at the end of the semester.  
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e. Personal Technology Policy  

Simple.  
You can bring your laptops or tablets to our classroom as we may use the internet for  
in-class learning (so long as we don’t have a guest or a speaker). Phones need to be  
turned off at all times.  

f. Handle Your Business.  
Your grade in this class is the result of your effort and performance. From time to time,  
we all need a little help.  
If you need more support or find that you are experiencing challenges, please 
communicate this to myself and/or your colleagues, as well as to actively engage in  
problem-solving.  

There are various support centers on campus that can help too. Here are a 
couple. ▪ Howe Writing Center: http://miamioh.edu/howe/  
▪ Student Counseling Services: http://miamioh.edu/student-life/student  

counseling-service/  

INSTRUCTOR RESPONSIBILITIES:  

Support students in Classroom Community Creation & Maintenance  
(see above section on Safer Space)  

Facilitate student learning in accurate and engaging ways.  

Disabilities:  
In order for a student to receive an accommodation for a disability, that disability must be on  
record.  

Students with documented disabilities are required to notify the instructor no later than the first  
day on which they require an accommodation (the first day of class is recommended), in private,  
if accommodation is needed. The instructor will provide students with disabilities with all  
reasonable accommodations, but students are not exempted from fulfilling the normal  
requirements of the course.   

Success:  
I want you to succeed in this course and at Miami. I encourage you to come see me during office  
hours or to schedule an appointment to discuss course content or to answer questions you have.  
If I become concerned about your course performance, attendance, engagement, or well-being, I  
will speak with you first.   

Academic Integrity:  
Integrity of scholarship is essential for an intellectual community. This means that knowledge  
must be pursued honestly. The University expects that both faculty and students will honor this  
principle and in so doing protect the validity of intellectual work. For students, this means that all  
academic work will be done by the individual to whom it is assigned without unauthorized aid of  
any kind. If an assignment is plagiarized or otherwise completed in an unfair manner, the  
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minimum penalty will be a failure on that assignment, and the likely penalty will be failure for  
the course. 
FLEXIBILITY CLAUSE:   
This syllabus is NOT a binding contract. The dates of lectures, exams, projects, etc. may be  
revised as the term progresses. All modifications to the syllabus will be documented on the  
Syllabus page of our course site, and verbally communicated during class meetings and/or via  
email.  

Students are responsible for keeping informed about any modifications announced during  
class sessions…ask a classmate first.   

EVALUATION of STUDENT LEARNING  
ASSIGNMENT		
(read	on	to	see	brief			
descriptions	of	each)	

Points		 %	of			
grade	

Group	or	Individual	Assignment	

In-Class	Participation		 40		 10%		 Individual	

Online	Periodic	
Discussion		Posts	(7)	

105		 30%		 Individual	

Pop	Culture	Analysis			
Presentation	

80		 20%		 Group	

Research	Paper	

Assignments	Research	

Topic-Question	20		

Annotated	Bibliography		
w/2	Theory-Strong	Sources	
55																																													
Peer	Review	Project	35	

Final	Paper																		65	

175		 40%		 Individual	

TOTALS		 400		 100		
%	

	

 
 
General meaning of ranks (adapted from ”Rubric for Evaluating Writing That Requires Critical Reading and  
Analysis” developed by The University of Delaware Writing Center and distributed by WAC Clearinghouse)  

Truly sophisticated. The work is exceptional: Shows clearly that the student read and understood the  
source texts (original theorists’ work) that inform the paper; Goes beyond summarizing key points or issues  
from source text to also critically analyze or synthesize those ideas with the students’ own ideas, extending  
or building on the ideas of the source texts in interesting ways; Always clear whether information,  
opinions, or facts are from the source text or from the student; Develops specific ideas in depth with strong  
and appropriate supporting examples; Effectively balances abstract ideas and generalizations with concrete  
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examples. Writing is error free, strongly organized, coherent, logical and original.   

Above average. The work is notably solid: Shows evidence that materials were read and that source texts  
have shaped the students’ writing; Shows solid understanding and ability to engage the substance of the  
text(s); Goes beyond repetition or summary of source text(s) in some way; Generally clear when  
information comes from the source text(s) or from student; Achieves some depth and specificity of  
discussion with some supporting examples; Achieves some balance of abstract ideas with concrete  
examples. Writing is logical, relatively error free, organized, coherent, neat and properly prepared.  
Competent. The work is acceptable: The student has fulfilled the rudimentary requirements of the  
assignment (rarely going beyond the limits of the assignment), but the work is lacking in some area - 
repeats or summarizes source text without analyzing, synthesizing or extending; lacks depth, development  
or support for arguments or claims; not always clear whether information comes from the text or from the  
student; omits some key aspect of the requirements; or the ideas are presented in a manner which is not  
always clear or is difficult to read (errors in coherence, logic and/or organization).   

Unsatisfactory. Work requires extensive revisions: The work fails to meet many of the general  
requirements of the assignment and usually is also poorly written. Written work has serious mechanical  
and grammatical errors, is flawed in logic and / or organization, accomplishes less than required, or is not  
executed in a correct, complete, or timely manner.   

Poor. Work is fatally flawed: Student does not meet any previous criteria - shows no basic knowledge of  
sociological theory or the ability to identify and discuss conceptual relationships; little or no indication that  
research articles inform their discussion; Little to no development of ideas; Little to no support for  
arguments and claims. Written work is vague, grossly incomplete or non-substantive.  

ASSIGNMENTS  
ASSIGNMENT STANDARDS and GUIDELINES:   

• 11-12 pt font, Calibri / Cambria / Times New Roman  

• 1”margins on all sides  

• Double-spaced body, single-spaced name/heading (even on transcripts)  
o Name/heading only includes your name and assignment title  

• Meet minimum lengths  
o If a minimum length is 2 pages, you must have 2 full pages of text in order to be  

considered for full credit.  

• College-level writing (clear presentation of ideas, free of spelling and grammatical mistakes, cite  

any ideas that are not your own, etc.,)  
o Writing is a tool just like any other, and practice of it yields improvement of it. Please  

visit the Howe Writing Center on campus to strengthen your paper:   
http://miamioh.edu/howe/  

• APA format: see here for a brief, online summary of APA – for use in citing 

your sources  https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/  
o See sections on In-Text Citations & Reference Lists  
o See this site to plug in text information/type and it will spit out complete/correct citation:  

http://www.citationmachine.net/  
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• Documents must be submitted in Word or PDF format  

• Electronic copies of ALL Assignments must be submitted to Canvas on the due date. (as per 

student choice—unless students want to submit some assignments hardcopy). Some will  
require submission to Canvas’s Anti-plagiarism software as well.  

Course Schedule  

Please see Course Schedule on Canvas, Syllabus Page. 
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WST 341_Synthesis and Action 
Sustainability and Change 

  
T/H 10:05 – 11:25 pm 
Instructor: Jacqueline Daugherty, daughejd@miamioh.edu  
Jacque’s Office: 123 Peabody 
Jacque’s Virtual Office Hours: Wednesdays 12-2 (via Zoom): 

1. You must visit here to make your 20-minute appointment 
2. Then always come to my zoom room for your appointment (it will not be listed on the 

calendar): https://miamioh.zoom.us/j/3548735839 

“Pleasure activism is the work we do to reclaim our whole, happy, and satisfiable selves from the 
impacts, delusions, and limitations of oppression and/or supremacy.” 
― Adrienne Maree Brown, from Pleasure Activism: The Politics of Feeling Good 
  
“Shall I not have intelligence with the earth? Am I not partly leaves and vegetable mould 
myself.” 
-Henry David Thoreau 
  
“A tree has roots in the soil yet reaches to the sky. It tells us that in order to aspire we need to be 
grounded and that no matter how high we go it is from our roots that we draw sustenance. It is a 
reminder to all of us who have had success that we cannot forget where we came from. It 
signifies that no matter how powerful we become in government or how many awards we 
receive, our power and strength and our ability to reach our goals depend on the people, those 
whose work remain unseen, who are the soil out of which we grow, the shoulders on which we 
stand.”  
― Wangari Maathai, Founder of Kenya’s Greenbelt Movement & 2004 Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureate 
 
Broad Course Overview 
  
Integrates diverse methods of inquiry to assist the development of student outreach projects that 
synthesize learning about a complex topic. Working in teams, students develop action-based 
approaches with a strong aspect of public performance and/or engagement. Prerequisite: WST 
321 or 322. CAS-B-Humanities OR CAS-C Social Science. This class builds upon other courses 
in the Western major, reiterating an inquiry-based pedagogy (WST 231) and offering an 
opportunity to revisit themes and particular methods of interdisciplinary research. WST 301 
studied a particular theme (“Global Water Governance”) from multiple disciplinary and 
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methodological perspectives, moving towards integration. WST 322 (“Art & Politics”) explored 
hybrid methodologies and focused on your skills in representing and analyzing complex 
problems.  WST 341 Synthesis and Action will encourage you to develop and revisit these same 
themes while focusing on your skill of integration. How can you create a “common ground” 
between various perspectives and disciplines and integrate innovative solutions to complex 
problems? 
  
Narrow Course Description 
Issues of ecological, social, economic and political sustainability are of great interest to the 
Western Program community, due to the interdisciplinary investigation and action necessitated 
by these issues. The purpose of this class is to allow each student to connect to the sustainability 
focus in a way that is based on their knowledge, assets and interests; and to extend that 
connection in service to our community. This semester our class will investigate and take action 
on a project central to sustainability, which has both global and local dimensions: sustaining 
regional community access to healthy food, as well as covid-19 response, and ecological 
restoration work of wetlands. See the Canvas syllabus page for this year’s community partner 
and service learning options. 
  
Course Objectives  
What is my role in creating the change I believe in? With mounting social and environmental 
challenges facing our communities, this service-learning designated course is designed to help 
you answer this question within the context of philanthropy and civil society. You will: 
 

1. critically examine the ways in which you believe socio-environmental-economic change 
happens, and your relationship to it 

2. evolve your skills in group facilitation and coordination, through your team-based service 
project 

3. put one’s values and passion to work in a service learning project around a shared 
purpose; consider this project as a living case study in which you synthesize traditional 
and action-based methods of inquiry 

4. explore career and leadership paths in social change and transformation, while you gain 
transferrable professional skills in project coordination/management that build on the 
assets of you your team, and your community partner 

  
What is Service Learning? 
An experiential pedagogical practice that uses action and reflection to meet needs and enhance 
learning through mutually beneficial, reciprocal partnerships. Service-Learning involves 
integrating community service or other forms of engagement into course content. As a result, 
Miami students are able to gain real world skills and enhance your learning while contributing to 
the community. 
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Readings: 
TEXT: 
Brown, Adrienne Maree. (2017). Emergent Strategy: Shaping Change, Changing Worlds. 
AK Press. 
  
Online WORKBOOK Excerpts (See Canvas Modules0: 
Mack Parker, T. Greenberg, R. (2021). Citizen Philanthropy: A Hopeful Path Toward Social 
Change.  Please note: we will use the Canvas-based online excerpts from this workbook. 
 
Online Support Readings: 
Use-Value Support Readings: you will find PDFs and/or links to occasional required use-value 
readings that support your team’s work on the service learning project. See the Course Schedule 
and Canvas Modules. 
  
A few words on use-value…. 
Karl Marx first coined “use-value” to describe a commodity’s simple ability to meet a human 
need. Use-value is a qualitative measure of a commodity or service’s worth to its owner/user. It 
presupposes that something’s ability to simply “meet a human need” is enough for it to be 
valuable. He argued that a real problem with the capitalist system is that it places much higher 
priority on a commodity’s “market-value” that is measured only in monetary terms and whose 
value is irrational and subject to any number of market-related whims. 
  
Today there is even more of a drive to define everything’s value in market terms. For example, 
we should only be concerned with publicly funding permanent housing for the homeless IF that 
is more cost effective than paying for the basic maintenance of homeless individuals (e.g., 
healthcare, court, and other costs). Use-value, in contrast, recognizes that it is critical for all 
individuals to have permanent and quality shelter from the elements as a basic human need, and 
that this must be provided for all members of a society regardless of that society’s economic 
system. In part, this is because you can’t separate somebody’s experience of homelessness from 
their experience with the lack of affordable healthcare and their experience with long-term 
unemployment. Each is shaped and reshaped in intricate and complex ways by the others. But we 
do know that permanently housing people often has long-term positive impacts on a person’s 
physical and mental health as well as their ability to obtain and maintain employment. Use Value 
places value on human dignity and community contributions. 
  
Personal Technology Policy: 
Personal technology will usually not be necessary on Tuesdays, unless you are registered with 
the Office for Disability Services / Rinella and your plan requires personal technology use. We 
can agree to assign a looker-upper for class when we have questions that can be answered on the 
internet. No video recording or our class meetings. Thursdays, group work days, groups are 
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expected to have tech available in whatever way they may need it to support their project 
work…if it supports their service work. 
  
FLEXIBILITY CLAUSE: 
Community work is a process--especially when it happens during a pandemic--and as a 
process it cannot be entirely predicted. This is not a traditional class where change is a rarity; 
indeed, change and flexibility will be required often and throughout the semester. As such, this 
syllabus is NOT a binding contract. The dates of lectures, exams, projects, etc. may be revised as 
the term progresses. All modifications to the syllabus will be documented on the Syllabus page 
of our course’s Canvas site, and verbally communicated during class meetings. Such changes 
will often be the result of democratic decision-making among the students, instructor, and 
community partner/s. 
Students are responsible for keeping informed about any modifications announced during 
class sessions.  
  
Academic Integrity: Integrity of scholarship is essential for an intellectual community. This 
means that knowledge must be pursued honestly. The University expects that both faculty and 
students will honor this principle and in so doing protect the validity of intellectual work. For 
students, this means that all academic work will be done by the individual to whom it is assigned 
without unauthorized aid of any kind. If an assignment is plagiarized or otherwise completed in 
an unfair manner, the minimum penalty will be a failure on that assignment, and the likely 
penalty will be failure for the course. 
 
Attendance   
I will take attendance each class. If you have attended consistently by the end of the semester, 
your Engagement (showing up for yourself and others) grade will reflect that. See ‘In-Class 
Engagement,” below under Assignments. 
 
SAFETY is a community effort, and we want to take care of ourselves and each other.  
 
This course will be held in-person and on-campus, unless Covid-19 new infections or serious 
illness drastically increases on campus and/or in the community. The instructor reserves the right 
to move to an online synchronous mode of instruction for a period of time, if community spread 
is drastically increased. It is very unlikely that this type of format change will happen, but it is 
worth mentioning here. 
 
If you are feeling unwell for any reason (Covid included, obviously), stay home and make 
arrangements to get notes from a colleague and/or notify your small project team that you 
will need to attend small team meetings virtually on a particular Thursday or arrange to make the 
work up with your community partner if you miss more than 1 week of service. Public safety and 
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respect for your own self care are reasons we do not want potentially/sick people physically in 
class meetings. We also want to honor the in-person and on-campus design of this course, whose 
success requires that class not be a vector for transmission. 
  
Risk Reduction: Vaccinations, and Facial Coverings 
 
Facial Coverings 
After vaccination, the second most effective risk reduction method is wearing a face mask. Facial 
coverings are strongly recommended, but not required by the university at this time. 
 
Evaluation & Assignments 
  
EVALUATION: The following learning models are critical to our work in this course. As you 
engage in your project and complete assignments, consider your experience through the lenses of 
these models and incorporate their fit (or potential lack of fit) into your writing and action 
project. 

● Citizen Philanthropy (Tracy Mack Parker, see online worksheet PDFs) 
● Emergent Strategy (adrienne maree brown) 

     
ASSIGNMENTS:  See below for a complete list. Assignment descriptions will be available on 
Canvas Modules as they arise. 540 points total. 
  
1. Engagement--Showing Up and Being Present: 150 points Creating a classroom learning 
community will be an integral component of achieving synthesis in our work as an 
interdisciplinary collaborative.  Your engagement with each other, the class material, and your 
own goals will be essential to our work. 

● In-Class Engagement: 50 
● Midterm & Final Reflective Individual/Peer/Project Evaluations: 50 (25 pts each) 
● Final Letter of Experience by Community Partner:  50 

○ Community Partners will be asked to email me their evaluation of the process and 
product of your work with them. Their evaluation of you will inform this part of 
your grade. Jacque will collect these directly from community partners. 

 
2. Personal Transformation: 90 points  You will be assessed by your efforts to engage in the 
process of personal transformation as demonstrated by your work on the assignments below:  

• Individual Inquiry Assignments (Hopeful Paths PDFs—critical self reflection: 90 
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3. Social Transformation: 300 points (2-part assessment) 
 

1. Community Partner Action Project: 250 points The purpose of the action project is to 
immerse yourself in a complex real world problem and engage your interdisciplinary 
skills in synthesis and collaboration to formulate an action-based research project.  The 
project should respond to a real community need, but it should also allow you to feature 
and develop your own skills as a researcher/artist/activist/educator. Showing Up to your 
project (direct or indirect service projects)—whatever that means for your projects--and 
working toward your project goals is presupposed. Projects are so different in this class 
that it is difficult to equitably quantify this idea. 
 

a. Group Project Proposal/Work Plan: 150 
b. Group Project Execution, Group work, and Final Documentation: 100 

 
2. Community Presentation of Learning (Public Narrative—story of self, us, now): 50: 

Group Grade. You will link your group’s shared story of your service learning experience 
to the broader MU/Oxford Community. Think about community members and others 
you want to invite to participate as you do your projects. This will be an engaging, fun 
and creative presentation of your group’s project and learning that inspired others to take 
action. 

i. We will co-create this event. More details TBA as assignment approaches. 
 
NOTE: the in-person format of this presentation is heavily dependent on the 
Covid-19 situation in our region. 
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Western Program/Individualized Studies  
WST 444 Senior Workshop (3 cr) 

Spring 2024 Tuesdays 4:25-6:55 p.m. 
 
Instructor: Dr. Nik Money  
Office:  111 Peabody Hall 
Office Hours (online consultations): By e-mail appointment    
Phone/E-mail: 529-5044/moneynp@miamioh.edu 
 
Course Description 
 
WST 444 provides a forum in which students share the process of writing, revising, researching, 
enacting, or otherwise executing their senior projects with peers and advisors. Short written 
assignments are designed to enhance reflection on the ongoing project work and to facilitate the 
completion of the final project. The experience culminates in the completion of the project work 
in April with the option of making a presentation to the wider community. In 2023, the format 
for this presentation will be determined closer to the end of the semester.  
 
WST 444 Prerequisite: senior standing and completion of preceding WST requirements. 
 
As we discussed in WST 421, three genres or categories of senior project are appropriate: 1) 
thesis projects that combine library research in multiple academic disciplines with a case study or 
applied focus, 2) creative projects, and 3) action-oriented projects. The most common type of 
senior project is an essay style thesis, which is a standard exercise in the natural and social 
sciences, and in the humanities.  Although there are no hard and fast rules, generally, the 
Western Program thesis takes the form of a written product with a minimum of 45 pages 
(double-spaced) that develops an argument based on objective evidence. 
 
A creative project can feature an expressive product, or a major activity grounded in relevant 
professional literature and complemented by a shorter written project. Expressive products in the 
fine and performing arts, or the humanities, may take the form of a portfolio of poems, drawings, 
or photographs, an original musical score or play, or involve the staging and direction of a 
theatrical work. All creative projects must include two parts: a performance or exhibition 
(photographed or videoed for archiving), and a written portion. The written portion should 
explain the process to non-specialists, namely, what was done and why, a detailed rationale for 
the artistic choices grounded in the professional literature, and a discussion of the relationship of 
the project to the relevant tradition or form. 
 
An action-oriented project (e.g., founding a social justice organization) must include a similar 
written portion as well as appropriate documentation (e.g., personal journal, scrapbook, 
documentary video) of the activity. 
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WST 444 Miami Plan Learning Outcomes 
 
i. Students will explore a complex question, or series of questions, of their choosing. In doing so, 
they will identify an interdisciplinary problem, develop a methodology to investigate that 
problem, and complete a process of intensive research. Ideally, students will add to the 
scholarship in their chosen fields of inquiry. 
  
ii. Students will understand the value of interdisciplinary research. They will engage in a self-
reflective process (with both written and oral components) that identifies the multiple 
disciplinary backgrounds relevant to their research. As their project work proceeds, students will 
integrate information from different disciplines to develop their conclusions. 
  
iii. Students will show excellence in different modes of writing. Students will produce 
summaries and abstracts of their project work. They will synthesize the academic literature 
relevant to their projects and determine how their work is related to existing knowledge.  
Students will also reflect upon ethical issues raised by their research. Students will revise their 
written assignments in response to the suggestions made by their faculty advisor and the 
instructor of WST 444. Students will also engage in the peer-review of the work of their 
classmates, and incorporate peer suggestions into their own work.  
   
iv. Students will learn how to prepare and deliver a formal presentation of their project findings 
appropriate for a general audience. These conference-style presentations require each student to 
translate their specialized project work into an oral and visual presentation that is suitable for a 
broad non-specialist audience.  
 
Additional Information 
 
To complete an interdisciplinary senior project, you need to interact with people with different 
disciplinary interests, as well as with people who share your research approaches. The workshop 
is set up to provide feedback from both sources. In addition to attending the workshop and 
fulfilling its requirements, seniors are required to meet frequently with their project advisors. The 
length of those meetings can be negotiated between senior and advisor and may vary across the 
semester. Advisors will discuss the progress of these meetings periodically with the workshop 
instructor. The focus of weekly meetings will be on the substance of your project. Here are some 
discussion items: Fine-tuning the project topic in the spring semester; deciding which issues you 
want to address; revising your written work; strengthening supporting arguments; breaking up 
the project into smaller non-threatening pieces (e.g., by writing one piece at a time, getting 
feedback from your advisor, and then rewriting); constructing the abstract. 

 
If you have not done so, you are also encouraged to cultivate an informal advisor from outside 
Western Program, someone with expertise in your topic or in a key contributing discipline, to 
complement the expertise of your Western advisor. Informal advisors complement but do not 
replace Western senior project advisors. Over the course of the semester will also use workshop 
class time to discuss ideas to create meaningful events and experiences surrounding graduation. 
Traditionally these include discussion regarding the senior dinner, final conference presentations, 
signing ceremony, catering, invitations, etc. 
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WST 444 Workshop Assignments 
 
Four Short Papers: Each of the short papers asks you to consider a specific issue as you 
progress with your project work. Topics of these papers: Paper I, research plan incorporating 
advisor feedback; Paper II, developing a project outline; Paper III, integration, and Paper IV, 
ethics.  
 
Abstract: Each project must be accompanied with a 250- to 300-word abstract. Class time will 
be devoted to abstract composition. 
 
Revised iPlan: You will need to update your iPlan to add recent coursework.  
 
Attendance/Participation and Attendance Policy: Since this is a workshop where we will 
discuss ideas and engage each other and other stakeholders, attendance and full participation is 
expected. Your attendance will also be factored into your final grade. 
 
WST 444 Grading: Short papers: (4 x 5% each) 20% 

Abstract 10% 
Completed project 70% 

 
On Academic Integrity: Please review the university’s policy regarding academic misconduct. 
Violations of this code will be investigated and prosecuted according to university policy. 
https://www.miamioh.edu/integrity/index.html 
 
CLASS MEETINGS AND ASSIGNMENT DEADLINES 
Bolded dates are for whole class meetings in PBD 407 
 
Jan 30   Catch-up and explanation of Papers I & II 
Feb 6   Individual meetings; Paper I due Friday Feb 9 6:00 p.m. 
Feb 13   Individual meetings 
Feb 20   Explanation of Papers III & IV; Paper II due Friday Feb 23 6:00p.m.  
Feb 27   Individual meetings 
March 5  Individual meetings; Paper III due March 8 6:00 p.m. 
March 12  Individual meetings 
March 19  Update on progress; Paper IV due March 22 6:00 p.m. 
March 25-29  Spring Break 
April 2   Individual meetings  
April 9   Individual meetings 
April 16  Project abstract guidelines and discussion of the presentation format 

Abstracts due Friday April 19 6:00 p.m. 
April 23  Presentations 
April 30  Presentations 
May 7   Due date for completed projects 
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Western Program/Individualized Studies 
WST 421 Senior Project Proposal Workshop 

Fall 2023 
 

Instructors: Dr. Nicholas P. Money  
Offices:  Peabody Hall 
Office hours by appointment (send an e-mail)   
Emails: moneynp@miamioh.edu 
Class meeting time: Tuesday 4:25-6:55 
Classroom: 407 Peabody Hall 
Course Description  
The workshop (WST 421) provides guidance for students as they begin their senior projects. 
Students identify a research topic, search online resources in their chosen field, compile an 
annotated bibliography and literature review, and submit a project proposal at the end of the 
semester.  
Learning Outcomes 
Interdisciplinary and disciplinary thinking: students will compare, analyze, and employ distinct 
disciplinary approaches to explore a complex topic. 
Problem solving: students will address complex problems with self-directed inquiry. 
Construction of knowledge: students will analyze questions and identify issues that require 
deeper analysis. 
Independence and collaboration: students will engage in constructive peer review; group project 
work is optional. 
Communication: students will develop writing skills through a weekly writing assignment and a 
term paper; students will develop oral communication skills through formal presentation; 
students will develop and communicate arguments through weekly discourse.  

 
Assignments 
Online database search 
Annotated bibliography 
Literature review (introduction to project)  
Senior project proposal 
The 421 workshop serves as an intellectual community. This means you will share intellectual 
experiences with other students that will help improve the quality of your project work.  
Effective interdisciplinary work depends on conversations with people with different 
perspectives. To develop a good interdisciplinary project, you need to talk with people who have 
developed different kinds of disciplinary expertise as well as working with people who share 
your specific interests. The workshop is set up to give you two kinds of feedback on your 
project—from peers whose interests overlap yours (through affinity groups), and from those 
whose interests have little in common with yours (through wider class discussions). 
Western Program faculty and staff (as advisors and evaluators) recognize three genres or 
categories of projects: 1) Thesis Projects that combine library research from several professional 
disciplines with a case study; 2) Creative Projects, and 3) Action Projects. The most common 
type of senior project is an essay style thesis project. Although there are no universal rules, 
generally, a thesis takes the form of a 30- to 40-page document that contains an argument 
supported with evidence (e.g., experimental, theoretical, narrative). Creative Projects can 
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feature an expressive product, or a major activity—grounded in relevant professional academic 
literature and complemented with a shorter written thesis. Projects in the fine and performing arts 
or the humanities might take the form of a portfolio of poems or drawings or photographs, an 
original musical score or play, or the staging and direction of a theatrical work. All creative 
projects must include two parts: a performance or exhibition (photographed or videoed for 
archiving), and a written portion. The written portion explains the process to non-specialists—
explaining what was attempted and why, a detailed rationale for the artistic choices grounded in 
the relevant professional literature, and a discussion of the relationship of the project to the 
relevant tradition or form. Action Projects (e.g., founding a social justice organization) must 
include a similar written portion as well as appropriate documentation (e.g., personal journal, 
scrapbook, or documentary video) of the activity. 
 
In addition to attending workshop once a week and fulfilling its requirements, seniors should 
meet at least once every two weeks with their project advisor. The length of these meetings can 
be negotiated with the advisor. Advisors will discuss the progress of these meetings periodically 
with the workshop instructor.   
 
Meetings with advisors concentrate on the substance of your project:  
Identifying and narrowing down your topic 
Identifying the people and the academic literature you need to get to know  
Immersing yourself in the project topic  
Processing information from multiple sources and deciding which specific issues you 
want to address 
Developing your thesis and the supporting argument 
Constructing an outline 
Breaking up your project into smaller non-threatening pieces   
Writing and rewriting 

 
You are also encouraged to cultivate an informal advisor outside Western, someone with 
expertise in your topic or in a key contributing discipline that will complement the expertise of 
your Western advisor.   
 
Evaluation 
Online database search   5% 
Annotated bibliography   25%  
Senior project background  35%  
Full project proposal   35% 
 
Attendance Policy 
Since this is a workshop where we will discuss ideas and engage with other class members, 
attendance and full participation is expected. Your attendance will also be factored into your 
participation grade. For each unexcused absence from two class meetings your final grade will 
be reduced a letter grade. Repeatedly coming to class late or leaving early will be treated as an 
absence. 
 
 

624/710



 3 

On Academic Misconduct 
https://miamioh.edu/policy-library/students/undergraduate/academic-regulations/academic-
integrity.html 
 
Electronic sources should be cited using URL of website and date accessed. 
 
Weekly Schedule: 
 
Aug 29 Review syllabus & discuss the purpose of the workshop. Review iPlans and discuss topic 
ideas. Contact your advisor after this class and arrange a brief meeting before the next classes 
(September 5 and September 12 at 4:25 pm) to discuss topics. 
 
We may form three or four Affinity Groups based on the project subject areas identified in the 
first class meeting. 
 
Sept 5 Meeting with Katie Gibson, Resources Librarian at King Library room 134 at 5:15, who 
Will introduce the library website and general interdisciplinary research strategies. Refer to 
Katie’s web resource for WST421: https://libguides.lib.miamioh.edu/western 
Preliminary computer search (list of 5-10 sources) due Friday Sept 8 
 
Sept 12 Class discussion on evaluating sources and engaging in independent research. Discuss 
annotated bibliography and presentations for Sept. 19 & 26. 
Final computer search (list of 40 sources) due Friday Sept 15 
 
Sept 19 First set of informal project overviews (5-10 min each) 
 
Sept 26 Second set of informal project overviews (5-10 min each) 
 
Oct 3 Annotated bibliography and project background or literature review 
Submit annotated bibliography to Nik & advisor by Friday Oct 6   
 
Oct 10 Individual meetings with Nik &/or advisors this week, e.g., for debriefing on annotated 
bibliography 
 
Oct 17 How to develop the project background from the annotated bibliography 
 
Oct 18 Individual meetings with Nik &/or advisors this week  
 
Oct 24 Individual meetings with Nik &/or advisors this week 
Submit final project backgrounds to Nik & advisor before Fri Oct. 27 
 
Oct 31 Format for full project proposals; format for project proposal presentations; meet 
in Affinity Groups to discuss progress 
 
Nov 7 First set of project proposals (5-10 min each plus discussion)  
 

625/710



 4 

Nov 14 Second set of project proposals (5-10 min each plus discussion) 
 
Nov 21 Thanksgiving week 
 
Nov 28 Proposal completion 
 
Submit completed proposals to Canvas on or before Friday December 8     
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CEC Spring Update to the 
Board of Trustees
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Strategic 
imperatives

Key 
initiatives

To be an inclusive 

community of scholars:

known for exceptional 

personalized engineering 

and computing education which  

champions technical innovation, 

entrepreneurial mindset, leadership, 

and advancing technology

for societal good

Embrace 

INGENUITY 

to increase 
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and research 

participation
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IMPACT of 
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and 

programs by 
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Constantly
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Infrastructure Updates
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First Year Curriculum Efforts & Experiential Lab

Branding Opportunity

New curriculum designed to excite 

and retain students in CEC!
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Rick McVey 
Data Science 
Building
Opened January 2024

CSE moved to new spaces

• Cybersecurity lab

• Additional Computer lab

• Two dedicated CSE 

Classrooms
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Smart Manufacturing RevampSmart Manufacturing Revamp

Create a Smart Factory lab that includes: Manufacturing 

Operations, Warehouse operations, Inventory tracking, 

Quality, Maintenance, and Environmental/Health/Safety 

Components of the smart factory lab
• Milling machines
• Robots – seven axis gantry robot, SCARA 

robot (Sorting and material handling etc.)
• Injection Molding
• Vision System – Quality Control
• Human Machine Interface (HMI) stations
• Guided Vehicle
• Conveyor system (Chain and magnetic 

levitation)
• Digital Warehouse with Tending robots
• Data servers

Courses
• MME 232 Polymer Processes. (3)
• MME 337 Manufacturing Automation. (3)
• MME 331 Advanced Manufacturing and 

Design. (3)
• MME 432/MME 532 Digital Manufacturing. 

(3)
• MME 433/MME 533 Smart Factory. (3)
• MME 435/MME 535 Process Engineering. (3)
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Modernize Curriculum
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Revamp of First Year Courses – CEC 111/112
Engineering Identity: 

Performance/Competence

Engineering Identity: 

Recognition

Engineering Identity: 

Interest

Engineering Identity: 

Belonging

Traditional = CEC 101

Pilot = CEC 111 & 112

• 418 unique students
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New Degrees
● Boldly Creative Funded Initiatives

● New Programs Approved by the State (Fall 2023)

 BS Robotics (ABET visit in Fall 2024)

 Automation and Industrial Manufacturing Graduate Certificates (Tech Cred)

 BA in Computer Science

 BS in Cybersecurity

 MS Clinical Engineering

 BS Cyber Security

● New Programs

 Certificate in Generative AI

 4+1 BS+MBA for Engineer and Computer Scientist

 MS Clinical Engineering
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Revamp of CEC Master Degrees
CSE Department
Master of Computer Science (non-thesis)

ECE Department
Master of Science in Electrical and Computer Engineering (thesis)

Master of Engineering in Electrical and Computer Engineering (non-thesis)

MME Department
Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering (thesis)

Master of Engineering in Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing Engineering (non-thesis)

CPB Department
Master of Science in Chemical and Biomedical Engineering (thesis)

Master of Engineering in Chemical Engineering (non-thesis)

Master of Engineering in Biomedical Engineering (non-thesis)
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Increase Enrollment
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Competition in State

16 Members of the Ohio 

Engineering Deans Council

3 new engineering programs

Toledo

Cleveland State

Ohio Northern

Dayton

Wright State AFIT

Ohio University

Ohio State
Central State

CedarvilleMiami

UC

Case Western

Kent State

Akron Youngstown
Mount Union

Baldwin Wallace
Bowling Green
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K-12 Outreach 
Ms. Joanna Hohn

● Tremendous impact in 3.25 years

○ Developing a pipeline of future 

engineering and computing students 

by hands on projects with 2384 K12 

students in the Tri-State area

○ Wrote and submitted grants that 

brought in $527,481 in external 

funding to support the programs

● Here is one example 
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CEC Overall Admissions 2020-2024

Each Year as of 15 May
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Confirmed Graduate Students

Each Year as of 15 May
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Total CEC Student Body 2020-2024

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

1971
1785 1896 1906 1796

79

82
74 82

68

35
37

42 29
26

64
60

72 84
74

Oxford Undergraduate Hamilton Undergraduate
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Men
79%

Women
21%

Gender Oxford
Students

Male 1451

Female 379

Data pulled from2024 Spring 15 Day Report 

Gender Balance in CEC
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Demographics of CEC students

White
69%

Black
5%

Hispanic
5%

Asian
5%

American Indian
0%

International
11%

Multi-Racial
3%

Unknown
2% White

Black

Hispanic

Asian

American Indian

International

Multi-Racial

Unknown

Data pulled from2024 Spring 15 Day Report 

0.32%
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Expand Career Opportunities 
and Enhance Student Support
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Industry Relations 
Ms. Colleen Bush

● Tremendous impact in just 3.25 Years

● Here is just one example:

MHI Careers in Supply Chain Day

Brett Wood, President & CEO, Toyota 

Material Handling 

○ He interfaced with over 150 students
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Unique Programs to promote workforce development

 Springboard to Automation and Summer Internship (SASI) & Maintenance 
and Reliability Internship (MARI)

 Automation and Industrial Manufacturing Graduate Certificates (Tech Cred)

 Courses to support workforce needs in the semiconductor industry

 Co-Op Program in Computer Science/BME

 Workforce Development for 5G/Wireless Industry

 Gen AI Graduate Certificate
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Enrich students’ aspirations and strengthen their 
identity as engineers and computer scientists

Transform existing engineering and computer science 
curriculum

Develop Mentoring Program for efficient transition, 
retention and graduation.

Perception and understanding of inclusive excellence 
among students, faculty and administrators.

K-12 Outreach & Admission Standards
 SAT- optional admissions standard for CEC

 Change evaluation process for transfer students

 Offer an academic bridge program

 Faculty, staff and students will participate in workshops on 
inclusiveness, with the goal of developing a “collective 
intentionality”

 Mentoring program for incoming first year and transfer 
students – CEC Women’s Advisory Committee 

 Establish an Engineering & CS living-learning community

 Faculty workshops on designing an inclusive curriculum

 Redesign core CEC courses

 Leadership Training
 Order of the Engineer
 Career development

Miami College of Engineering – Inclusive Excellence
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Increase Research Funding
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Research Awards
Research Funding during Last 5 Academic Years

0.99
1.61

1.06

2.80
2.34

4.60

2.49

4.47

FY 17 FY 18 FY 19 FY 20 FY 21 FY 22 FY 23 FY 24

Funding Amount (in millions)

As of  7 May 2024 Awards Dashboard
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Top 7 Departments at Miami Based on External  
Research Awards

Department Amount (FY21-23) $M
Chemistry and Biochemistry 9.5

Scripps Center for Gerontology 5.8

Biology 5.0

Psychology 4.3

Electrical and Computer Engineering 2.9

Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering 2.7

Chemical, Paper and Biomedical Engineering 2.3
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CEC Fiscal Reality
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Campaign Goals

Creating visionary 

programs and 

degrees of the 

future

Develop industry 
ready engineers 
and computer 

scientists

Two Overarching Goals
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Fundraising
• $5.3M Raised in 2023 – Largest Year Ever

• $4.8M Cash Received in 2023 – Largest Year Ever

• Over $3.2M directly to support Faculty, Programs and Equipment & Technology

• First Endowed Presidential Scholars scholarship on campus 

• For love. For honor. FOR THOSE WHO WILL. 

 Has surpassed our last campaign by 233% - Currently $28.3M raised 
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Miami University Instructional Cost by Discipline
Name

Miami 2015-
2017 Average

National 2015-
2017 Average +/- National Average

Physics $169 $281 -66.77%

Mathematics $176 $163 7.39%

Media, Journalism & Film Studies $191 $185 3.14%

Economics $200 $218 -9.27%

Computer Science & Software Engineering $217 $274 -26.56%
Philosophy $231 $181 21.65%

Education $235 $291 -24.04%

English $238 $199 16.21%

Fine/Studio Arts $245 $273 -11.43%

Political Science $253 $215 15.02%

Chemistry & Biochemistry $261 $248 4.80%

Accountancy $267 $261 2.06%

Management $273 $263 3.66%

Sociology & Gerontology $278 $172 38.13%

History $285 $186 34.62%

Information Systems & Analytics $301 $274 8.97%

Psychology $307 $176 42.58%

Biology $314 $221 29.62%

Mechanical & Manufacturing Engineering $326 $372 -14.29%
Nursing $349 $375 -7.60%

Electrical & Computer Engineering $443 $434 2.03%

Ref: Delaware Study657/710



National Average Costs by Discipline

Degree

National 2015-

2017 Average

Computer Science & Software Engineering $274 

Mechanical & Manufacturing Engineering $372 

Electrical & Computer Engineering $434 

Fine/Studio Arts $273

Management
$263

Mathematics
$163

Ref: Delaware Study658/710



• Every top quality engineering program charges a fee 

differential

• The amount charged varies and is either presented as total 

tuition or a separate engineering/infrastructure fee

• The per credit fee makes sense so that we are in line with 

FSB

• The proposed fee increase to $65 or $75 per credit hour 

would net an additional $1M revenue

Engineering Fees
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RCM revenues, expenses and ending 
balance in million $

Total Revenue 
Sources

Total Expenses Ending Balance

FY’21 26.91 24.20 2.71

FY’22 26.57 25.06 1.51

FY’23 25.25 26.81 -1.56

FY’24 25.75 28.65 -2.90

From FY’23 onwards, the proportion of shared services cost has jumped from $9M to $12M or more
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Key Observations & Impacts
• The cost of educating an Electrical Engineering major is more than two and a half 

times that of a Mathematics major (least expensive major).

• CEC has the highest instructional cost of any college, which tracks national data. 

We charge $475 semester CEC fee. The business school in contrast charges a 

$125 per credit fee.

• The number of faculty/staff supported by the CEC Engineering Fee is 14. This is 

not established practice at most schools where the engineering fee is used for 

infrastructure enhancement.

• Some options to account for the differential cost is to use a different budget model, 

a weighted RCM model, reorganize colleges or to increase our CEC fee.
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Designing 
solutions  
for the 
world, the 
community, 
and for
individuals
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Discussion
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Division of Student Life
NEWS AND UPDATES | May 2024
Community and belonging • Diversity and inclusion • Student transitions •  
Academic support • Health and wellness • Engagement and leadership

The Division of Student Life aims to help students access the support and 
resources they need to focus on and succeed in their pursuit of academic 
excellence. This comes in the form of helping students navigate barriers, 
creating positive learning environments, and contributing to learning both in 
and out of the classroom. This report shares some of the ways we accomplish 
this goal. 

Rinella Learning Center Certification
The Rinella Learning Center received recertification as a Learning Center 
of Excellence from the International College Learning Center Association 
(ICLCA). Currently, only five other university learning centers in the country 
hold this prestigious designation. The designation recognizes learning centers 
which demonstrate excellence in establishing programs and services that 
provide college students with the resources and opportunities for student 
academic success. The learning center also received recertification from 
the College Reading and Learning Association’s international tutor training 
program through the highest possible level of certification.  

Collaboration on “Spark” Emails
The Provost’s Office, the College of Arts and Science, and the Office of 
Residence Life developed a faculty syllabus this year that details what is 
happening in a typical student’s life week-to-week during the semester. They 
created and distributed bi-weekly student transition information for faculty, 
staff, and administrators, including stressors, resources, and a reflection 
prompt. This short newsletter (called Spark) has been a campus-wide 
collaboration, with content contributions from almost every department in the 
Division of Student Life, the Student Success Center, Campus Services, and the 
academic advising community. 

Each Spark is a new lens through which to look at teaching with a clearer 
sense of the student perspective and experience. One College of Arts and 
Science faculty member wrote, “I just wanted to let you know how much I 
appreciate these ‘spark emails’. They often put into words exactly how I feel 
during a certain week, and they help me think about my students in a more 
open and encouraging/benevolent way. I can’t really imagine how it must be 
for a young person in 2024!” More than 450 faculty, staff, and administrators 
receive Spark.  

Faculty Learning Community
Orientation and Transition Programs, with leadership from the Division of 
Student Life, will host a Faculty Learning Community (FLC) during the 2024-
25 academic year. The FLC, called Enhancing Curriculum Content and Delivery 
for First-Year Experience Courses, will create a learning environment among 
instructors to examine best practices, explore data on the student experience, 
and develop tangible deliverables for engaging other instructors. The 
experience will build on a lens of considering generational changes in current 
and future college students. Participants will exchange ideas on content 
delivery, complete activities to meet learning objectives, and engage with 
generationally-relevant training in curriculum design. 

The Division of Student Life:  Learning. Growth. Success. 
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Supporting Student Success
The Division of Student Life plays a pivotal role in supporting student success and persistence. Inevitably, some students 
will encounter unexpected challenges or obstacles and need help navigating those situations. 

STUDENT LIFE REPORT

MAY 2024 | LEARNING. GROWTH. SUCCESS.

Dan Darkow is the new 
director of the Miller 
Center for Student 
Disability Services, as 
of April 15, 2024.

Darkow comes to 
Miami from Cleveland 
State University, where 
he served as the 
director of Disability 
and Testing Services. 
However, the move to 
Miami’s Miller Center 
is somewhat of a homecoming. Darkow had 
spent the previous eight years at Miami, first as 
a graduate student, then in roles of increasing 
responsibility with the Miller Center. During most 
of that time, he also served as visiting adjunct 
faculty in the educational psychology disability 
studies minor program.

Darkow has a bachelor of science in management 
information systems from Wright State University 
and a master of science in student affairs in 
higher education from Miami University. He is 
currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Miami’s student 
affairs in higher education doctoral program.

New Student Life Director
Student Persistence Support
The Office of the Dean of Students regularly works with 
various entities across the university (e.g., the Moonshot 
Coordinated Care Committee, the Student Emergency 
Support group, etc.) to support students through difficult 
times so they can continue to persist at Miami. Working 
closely with the Student Success Center, they help identify 
appropriate next steps for students related to financial aid, 
career advising, academic support, health and counseling, 
and beyond. Part of this initiative includes helping faculty 
identify and support struggling students through the 
Student of Concern form. The office, in partnership with 
the Provost’s office, offered training for 96 new faculty 
in August 2023. During the 2023-24 year, 280 academic 
student concern reports were submitted, and the office 
provided appropriate outreaches and interventions to best 
address student needs. 

Title IX Process
The Deputy Title IX Coordinator for Students in the 
Office of the Dean of Students continues to work with 
faculty and staff on equitable, supportive measures for 
respondents and complainants in matters of sexual and 
interpersonal conduct. This year, the coordinator held 
more than 50 consultative meetings with faculty members 
and collaborated with faculty and staff from FSB, CAS, 
EHS and the Graduate School to provide 88 academic 
accommodations to students navigating the Title IX 
process at Miami (e.g., extended time on test, alternative 
space for an exam, recorded lectures so two students 
don’t have to be in the same space, etc.).

Partnering with Parents
The Office of Parent and Family Programs, with the Provost’s Office, the Rinella Learning Center, and Enrollment 
Management and Student Success, sent an email to 6,156 family members of first-year students in December on 
understanding student grades. The email contained links to resources and context on comparing college grades to high 
school grades. It was designed to empower family members as they help students make sense of their first semester 
grades, including providing direction if the student did not reach their goals. The email was highly successful, with a 
78.8% open rate and 20.6% click rate.

The Office of Parent and Family Programs also hosts regular webinars for families to help them support their students. 
This year, academic-related webinars included Advising and Registration with the Provost’s Office and Libraries + 
Parents with the University Libraries.

Neurodivergent Resiliency Support Group
The Student Counseling Service piloted a new Neurodivergent Resiliency support group to foster accountability and 
academic success. The weekly therapy group focused on topics related to neurodivergence, including goal setting, 
motivation, time management, organization, and topics suggested by members. The small group of student participants 
gained practical skills and bonded with one another over their shared experience.
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Creating Positive Learning Environments
STUDENT LIFE REPORT
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STUDENT LIFE REPORT

The Division of Student Life creates positive environments where students feel motivated, engaged, and supported in 
their academic endeavors so they are prepared to learn, grown, and succeed.

Armstrong’s Final Exam “Study Center”
During finals week each semester, the Armstrong Student Center becomes 
the Armstrong “Study Center.” The Fritz Pavilion is converted into two 
separate study spaces - one for group study and one for quiet study. In fall 
2023, a total of 358 students used the space. In addition to the Fritz Pavilion, 
some east wing meeting rooms are converted to include a small quiet study 
space, a sensory room, and a break room, serving nearly 250 students in fall 
2023. These spaces provide students with an alternative to more traditional 
locations that are busier than usual during final exams.

The Commuter Center in Armstrong also does a finals week grab-and-go 
snack bar the week before finals week. The bar includes snacks and study 
supplies to support commuter students during a study-heavy week. 

In addition to space created during exams, there are 
always 18 study rooms students can book for two hours 
at a time.

Individualized Support for Faculty
The Miller Center for Student Disability Services engaged with faculty 
through 230 individual appointments during the 2023-24 academic year 
to provide support in meeting their accommodation responsibilities in 
the classroom. These collaborative meetings address issues like ensuring 
the use of accessible technology and formatting, negotiating testing 
accommodations, clarifying the impact of accommodations on fundamental 
aspects of curriculum, and advocacy on the student’s behalf. 

2,000
appointments held between the 
Miller Center and students with 

disabilities, in addition to the 230 
meetings with faculty this year.

Honors Residential College Partnership
The Office of Residence Life is completing its third year with the Honors 
Residential College and the community continues to get stronger every year. 
Staff and residents in the hall promote an atmosphere that allows students to 
integrate their social, co-curricular, and academic life through programming 
and community development. Students also work to achieve learning 
outcomes that will prepare them for success in college and beyond.

Many students enjoy the way the community is focused on academic 
achievement and choose to return to the community for their second year. 
Next year, a large projected first-year Honors class has created a waitlist for 
second-year students who wish to return to the community in the fall.

Miller Center Awards and Celebration
The Miller Center for Student Disability Services held an inaugural Miller 
Center awards and celebration ceremony this May. The purpose of the new 
event is two-fold. First, it recognizes, celebrates, and inspires individuals 
in the campus community to become disability advocates in their areas of 
impact. Second, it recognizes graduating students with disabilities at Miami. 
According to the 2023 annual disability statistics compendium, 20% of people 
with disabilities between ages 25-34 have a bachelor’s degree or higher, as 
compared to 48% of non-disabled people within the same age group. By 
consciously and publicly recognizing disabled, graduating students, we hope 
to give future disabled students a goal to aspire to and help the community 
recognize the disparities of education access for those with disabilities.

Registration breakfast in Young Hall featuring Assistant 
Director of Student Engagement for the Honors College 
Jonathan James.

The event was held in Shideler Hall on May 1, 2024. 
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The Division of Student Life supports classroom learning through a multifaceted approach, from providing additional 
support for students to comprehend course material to supporting faculty in delivering accommodations, to serving in 
the classroom as instructors.

Supplemental Instruction
The Rinella Learning Center’s Supplemental Instruction (SI) program has 
significantly expanded its reach this year. SI offers free, regularly scheduled 
out-of-class review sessions to all students enrolled in historically difficult 
courses. Sessions are facilitated by students who have successfully 
completed the course in the past. 

By the end of the 2023-24 academic year, the SI program will have 
academically supported roughly 4,200 students over 30,000 times. This 
is an increase of 23% over last year and is largely attributed to expanding 
Supplemental Instruction to new courses, including MTH 135, ECO 202, and 
some nursing courses. There may also be an increase in student confidence 
in the support they receive through SI. This academic year, students 
enrolled in SI-supported classes attended an average of 6.5 sessions.

“My personal experience has been 
great. My knowledge of the content 
was definitely improved because of 
it. Also, I learned great test-taking 
strategies. 

“[The] SI leaders I had this semester 
were incredibly intuitive about the 
questions students would ask, kind 
when we would be confused, and 
completely understanding to our 
level of confusion in a difficult course.

Student Life in the Classroom
Staff members in the Division of 
Student Life taught 71 sections of 
various courses during the 2023-
24 academic year. A few of these 
courses include: 

• 4 sections of graduate courses 
• 7 sections of EDL 290
• 9 sections of EDL 301
• 19 sections of TCE 110
• 23 sections of UNV 101

1,486
students enrolled in courses 
taught by Student Life staff  

in 2023-24.

Supplemental Instruction sessions have been well attended this year.

Rinella Academy
The Rinella Academy is a partnership between the Rinella Learning Center and faculty instructors. The Rinella Academy 
is a series of short videos intended to provide instruction on academic topics often covered in tutoring. The videos, 
focused on math and chemistry to start, have been vetted by faculty for accuracy for the courses listed. There are 55 
videos in the series, with more being added regularly.

Course highlight: EDL 290 W
Exploration of Leadership is 
affiliated with the Scholar Leader 
Living Learning Community, a 
partnership between the Center for 
Student Engagement, Activities, 
and Leadership and the Office of 
Residence Life. The class, taught 
in three sections, aims for students 
to understand and articulate their 
core leadership values and skills 
and evaluate models of leadership 
development.
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We know that student learning in college happens both inside and outside the classroom, and the Division of Student 
Life works to intentionally create extra-and co-curricular experiences that contribute to this learning. Many of these 
experiences happen in partnership with faculty; others are standalone student life programs.

Extending the Classroom

MAY 2024 | LEARNING. GROWTH. SUCCESS.
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Miami Strengths Project
The Miami Strengths Project is an effort from the Center for Student Engagement, Activities, and Leadership to provide 
team and individual coaching sessions to the Miami community through the CliftonStrengths assessment. Through the 
CliftonStrengths Name It, Claim It, Aim It philosophy, participants gain an in-depth understanding of their top five talent 
themes, an appreciation of how their individualized themes manifest in themselves and others, and how to maneuver 
their goals and responsibilities to better align with their strengths. About 440 students participated in a CliftonStrengths 
assessment session this academic year. Some examples include: 

• Four one-hour strengths sessions with first-year student athletes through the Athletics Initiative Champions 4 Life 
Leadership Academy. 

• An initial team session and follow-up session with students in Dr. Cameron Hay-Rollin’s ATH 448 senior seminar. 
Students take the assessment early in the semester and are then grouped into semester-long groups to develop 
grant proposals on topics related to global health based on their top five talent themes. Using strengths to divide 
the groups is an effort to create more invested and productive groups. 

Social Work Internship Opportunities
The Office of Student Wellness has expanded its internship opportunities for students. A new partnership with the social 
work program led to the office being designated a clinical site placement for undergraduate and graduate students. 
Supervised by the assistant director for mental health promotion, graduate social work interns commit to a one-year 
placement in the office and receive a $1,500 stipend. Internship positions available include sexual assault prevention 
and survivor support, community prevention initiatives at Talawanda Schools, harm-reduction support at Oxford syringe 
services program, and mental health promotion program development. Responsibilities of an undergraduate internship 
include maintaining and coordinating initiatives in the wellness studio, creating social media content, and connecting and 
applying concepts and knowledge from their courses to their work in the office.

Engagement Menu for First-Year Experience Courses
A central goal of the first-year experience course UNV 101, co-coordinated by 
the Provost’s Office and the Division of Student Life, is to build awareness of 
resources and opportunities at Miami. For the past two years, the course has 
included a four-part assignment called the engagement menu. The assignment 
asks students to complete an activity from each of four categories and submit 
a reflection of each. Activities include virtual and in-person options in the 
following categories: health and wellness, belonging and community, campus 
involvement, and career development. The assignment aims for students to 
engage early in the semester with activities outside the classroom that will 
help them connect, get involved, and learn. Students largely agreed (4.2 on a 
5-point scale), that the assignment exposed them to opportunities they didn’t 
know about, and that they will continue to look for ways to participate in 
activities throughout campus. 

“Attending this mental health program 
helped me see an overview of what 
I can change in my everyday life to 
get things done. [...] I will use the 
resources they gave to help benefit 
my college experience.

SOUL Symposium
During Orientation and Transition Programs’ recent SOUL Symposium 
retreat, Student Orientation Undergraduate Leaders (SOULs) built on what 
they learned in their EDL 290F leadership course through teambuilding and 
training at Hueston Woods State Park. SOULs competed in the inaugural 
“SOULympics,” considered what new students will need during the orientation 
process, and bolstered their team relationships with other SOULs, all in support 
of their readiness to welcome new students through orientation this summer. The symposium gets students off campus to learn.
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The Center for Student Engagement, Activities, and Leadership (SEAL) brings together the Cliff
Alexander Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life, the Office of Student Activities, and the Harry T. Wilks
Institute for Leadership and Service. This report highlights a few examples of the many ways Miami
students can get involved and engage with our signature programs and events.

Involvement Overview
Student engagement and involvement is a large part of the vibrancy
of campus life. Our events provide opportunities for students to
connect with others and explore their interests. This year, student
groups hosted over 5,200 events and 41 new organizations have
formed. Student organizations registered more than 23,000
members and the fraternity and sorority community alone provided
36,000+ hours of service to the Butler County region this year.

Student Activities and Programming
Our programming team provides large-scale, campus-wide events
while also supporting and training 600 student organizations and
their advisors.

Accessible Programming Initiative
Miami Activities and Programming (MAP) has worked to make
student events more physically and psychologically inclusive. With the Miller Center for Disability
Services and the Center for Student Diversity and Inclusion, the team gathered ideas and feedback on
how to improve campus programming and focus on MAP’s accessible and inclusive programming
goals. To date, they have increased communication of event expectations and accommodations,
increased seating and accessible locations, and began considering sensory options and noise levels
when planning events.

SEAL Ambassadors
The SEAL Ambassador peer mentors group began in 2018 through a student-led initiative to
encourage student organization success. The program expanded this year to include more aspects
of engagement, adding 19 ambassadors in three areas, amounting to 35 total SEAL Ambassadors.

● 10 ambassadors for leadership who host leadership workshops/conferences and meet with
student leaders to discuss their leadership strengths.

● 4 ambassadors for service who facilitate student connections with local agencies and help
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student organizations connect with service opportunities.
● 5 ambassadors for civic engagement who help with voter registration and education.
● We also rebranded the existing team of 16 to SEAL Ambassadors for Involvement. They help

student organizations navigate university processes and access resources.

Eclipse Programming
The SEAL team began working with the City of Oxford in December 2022 to
plan for the once-in-a-generation total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024. Cook Field
was transformed into a festival atmosphere for students, faculty, staff and
visitors. MAP supplied 30,000 pairs of certified eclipse glasses and instructions
for safe viewing, as well as a DJ, food, and games. An estimated 3,000
attended the Cook Field watch party.

Wilks Institute for Leadership and Service
The Wilks Institute for Leadership and Service provides opportunities for students to become
civically engaged, participate in service projects, and develop leadership skills.

The Leadership and Service Certificate
The Wilks Institute Leadership and Service Certificate (LSC) challenges students to examine
leadership from diverse perspectives and reflect on their own leadership skills, values, and beliefs. The
LSC is a self-paced, year-long experience. Requirements of the program include:

● Attending three leadership workshops facilitated by SEAL Ambassadors for Leadership.
● Attending two Clifton Strengths coaching sessions.
● Completing five hours of service.
● Attending three book club sessions on leadership topics.
● Submitting a leadership and service philosophy statement and reflections after each session

and one final, two-page statement that summarizes their experience – what they have learned
and how they hope to implement new skills in their future work.

“This process of exploring my personal values and strengths has been incredibly eye-opening and
empowering. By gaining a deeper understanding of myself, I feel better equipped to build strong, positive, and
meaningful relationships with those around me.” -Santiago Rivera-Brogan, LSC ‘24

There were 38 LSC participants this year; they engaged in over 50 leadership workshops, 60 book club
sessions, and 32 Clifton Strengths coaching sessions, and completed over 60 service hours.

RedHawk Day of Service
When Nyah Smith and Jules Jefferson ran for student body president and vice president, their
campaign slogan was #BuildingtheTable. With SEAL, they planned and hosted a day of service that
brought faculty, staff, and students together and built another bridge between the Oxford community
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and Miami. More than 100 students and 10 staff members participated in the RedHawk Day of Service
in September 2023, serving at over 15 service site locations in the Butler County community.

Fraternity and Sorority Life
We continue to see positive growth in the fraternity and sorority community and have welcomed back
organizations who have a historical connection to Miami, while also inviting new organizations to
campus.

● Sigma Nu was approved for expansion by a unanimous vote
of the Interfraternity Council (IFC). The national headquarters
will begin providing support for the re-chartering process in the
2024-25 academic year.

● Pi Beta Phi, of the Panhellenic Association, was originally
founded at Miami in 1945. After leaving campus in 2017, the
national headquarters and local Panhellenic agreed upon their
return this year. This spring, Pi Beta Phi welcomed 103 new
members into the chapter and the chapter was re-installed.

● Delta Kappa Delta Sorority, Inc. is a South Asian interest, but
not South Asian exclusive, non-profit service sorority. They
joined the Multicultural Greek Council (MGC) in spring 2024
with four new members and a robust plan to grow.

● Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. joined the community and
affiliated with the National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC). They
welcomed five new members and the chapter was installed on April 27. All four sororities that
are a part of NPHC will now be represented at Miami.

With the addition of Pi Beta Phi, the Panhellenic Association welcomed exactly 1,000 new members
into the community. This is a significant increase from last year’s number of 838.

The IFC also saw a successful recruitment season with over 650 new members, an increase of over
100 new members from the previous academic year.

NPHC and MGC chapters recruit independently and are seeing growth through their intake
processes.

Overall, fraternity and sorority community numbers remain at roughly 31% of the undergraduate
population, with over 5,000 members.

Conclusion
The Center for Student Engagement, Activities, and Leadership is committed to providing Miami
students the opportunity to engage with each other and the Oxford community. We strive to help
students make connections that lead to a sense of belonging and a deeper understanding of their
leadership strengths. We will continue to facilitate a wide range of events and activities that allow
students to practice their leadership.
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The foundational pillars of Residence Life at Miami are:

1. Provide safe and healthy homes.
2. Assist in increasing persistence and retention.
3. Promote inclusive and diverse communities.
4. Extend the learning environment beyond the classroom.
5. Ease students' transition to adulthood.

Our approach to residential education is delivered through educational and social programming,
formal and informal interactions, crisis response, and after-crisis care. In this report, we focus on
the impact Residence Life has had on students, staff, and university collaborations.

Students
Care Team and Student of Concern Follow Ups
The Care Team, led by the Office of the Dean of Students, coordinates intervention for students
exhibiting behaviors that indicate distress, cause a disturbance in the community, and/or present a
danger to oneself or others. In spring 2024, the Care Team changed their outreach approach with
Residence Life. In the past, reports filtered through the Director of Residence Life before reaching
individual halls, causing occasional delays. Reports are now routed directly to the head of hall,
leading to quicker response times in connecting with students. We have seen a 54.9% increase in
the number of outreaches this academic year (73 in 2022-23 vs. 113 in 2023-24 as of April 22).

New Living Learning Communities (LLC) for 2024-25 Academic Year
● Men in Nursing, Education, and Social Sciences (MiNES) is dedicated to men pursuing

majors in helping professions. As an identified underrepresented population in these
fields, MiNES is a place where men can lean on each other for support and receive
relevant programming from hall staff and stakeholders.

● The Wellness Is Living Drug-free (WILD) affinity community is for students who have a
clear, strong desire to not use alcohol or other drugs during their college experience. This
community will empower students to be their authentic selves, build connections, and
have fun, while navigating their college experience free of alcohol and other drugs.

Promoting and Enhancing Leadership Opportunities
● The Scholar Leader LLC had a record number of applications this year. Over 125 students

were interviewed for 75 coveted spots in the community.
● Residence Life saw an increase in Resident Assistant (RA) applications for the 2023-24
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year compared to the 2022-23 year. We received 425 applications for the 250 RA
positions available. Of those, 125 applicants were current RAs and 300 were new
applicants.

● The Residence Hall Association and the National Residence Hall Honorary are two
residential student leadership development organizations. In fall 2023, we sent 30
students to the CAACURH student leadership conference. The conference focuses on
how to be a better leader broadly, but also specifically in residence hall leadership
positions. Students learned about communication, self-care, avoiding burnout, leadership
styles, and event planning strategies, among many other topics. Over 87% of the students
who attended said that they learned more about leadership skills and would recommend
this type of conference experience to other leaders.

Promoting Students’ Sense of Belonging
● New for the 2023-24 year, the Office of Residence

Life required each residential community to have a
weekly “community connection” event to promote
students' sense of belonging and build connection
with fellow residents. These events focused solely
on social community development and included
karaoke, trivia contests, late night breakfasts, game
nights, and more. While the events themselves
aren't necessarily new or innovative, the
requirement of having them regularly scheduled
was a new initiative. As a result of these events,
more students engaged in social activities in the
halls and volunteered to lead and host these events. We attribute the increase in RA
applications and more active Community Leadership Teams (CLT), at least in part, to the
increased social programming.

● Student-Created Communities are an opportunity for rising sophomores to create
theme-based communities with their peers. There was a 50% increase (from 17 to 35) in
student-created community applications this year and we assigned nearly 250 students to
beds in these communities before the general second-year lottery process.

Staff
Training

● In light of the current employment market in the field of student affairs and residence life
in particular, we adjusted our professional staff training to include five “back-to-basics”
sessions on supervision, building management, student organization advising, a
day-in-the-life, and program execution.

● All Resident Directors (RDs) and Graduate Assistants (GAs) participated in Mental Health
First Aid training this year, coordinated by the Student Counseling Service. This 8-hour
certification course teaches participants how to identify, understand, and respond to signs
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of mental health and substance use challenges among adults. Sixty RAs (funded by ASG)
also attended the training. Next year, all 250 RAs will receive the training, thanks to a
$1,600 grant from the Mental Health Incubator Fund that will subsidize the cost.

Director Transition
In January 2024, Vicka Bell-Robinson left the university for a new opportunity after serving as
director for seven years. Since then, Dean of Students BaShaun Smith has been serving as the
interim director while leading the office in a director search.

Budget and Staffing Impact
As a result of university needs and divisional budget cuts, the Office of Residence Life has needed
to be creative in staffing in recent years. A bachelor’s-degree level, 10-month Community Manager
(CM) position was created in 2020 to serve as a temporary solution for vacant master’s-degree
required Resident Director positions. Since 2020, we have consistently staffed 4-6 communities
with a CM position. The CM position is considered full-time and receives university benefits.
Therefore, many of the CMs choose to enroll in continuing education; mostly in the student affairs
and higher education master’s degree program. Budgetarily, it is more cost effective to staff with
CMs over Graduate Assistants.

University Collaborations
● Each semester, every residential community is required to host one faculty program. This

year, we held 36 faculty programs in the fall and 39 in the spring. Programs typically
include faculty-led presentations and conversations on topics relevant to their field.

● In collaboration with Global Initiatives, the Office of Residence Life assisted in creating an
RA position for the Dolibois European Center Luxembourg program. With more students
living in apartment blocks through the program, we recruited and trained four RAs to serve
students living in the chalet.

● The Office of Residence Life collaborates with the Office of Admission to implement the
Summer Scholars program, during which more than 400 high school juniors and seniors
spend a week on campus. Participants engage in academic modules during the day and
family meetings, programs and enrichment activities in the evening.

● Residence Life is partnering with the Campus Services Center to create a smoother billing
and student experience for checking out of their room (including damage checking) at the
end of the year. We are now using eRezlife as a technical platform to perform facility room
checks and billing and expect this efficiency will have a positive impact on finances and
facility management.

Conclusion
The Office of Residence Life continues to foster safe, inclusive, and dynamic living environments
for students. We look forward to continually improving student support structures, addressing
challenges creatively, and building meaningful collaborations across the university to enhance the
student residential experience.

674/710



Center for Student Diversity and Inclusion
Division of Student Life | Board of Trustees Report

May 2024

The Center for Student Diversity and Inclusion (CSDI) has spent the past year focused on developing
relationships with students, getting to know them and their needs, and building trust amongst
underrepresented groups. We have hosted programs that are intentional in nature and create a sense
of community and belonging for students at Miami. We are excited to have built positive relationships
and established trust with students and will continue connecting while providing opportunities for
personal and holistic development.

Mission
In support of Miami University’s mission, the Center for Student Diversity and Inclusion actively creates
an inclusive, welcoming, and affirming environment by providing direct services, support, and resources
to students. We foster holistic development through transformational learning opportunities, one-on-one
mentorship, and programs that empower students to explore and celebrate their identity, engage in
intercultural dialogue, and build leadership skills. The center also collaborates with campus partners to
cultivate cultural awareness and diversity competency through education. We advocate for equity in
order for all identities to learn, grow, and succeed.

Holistic Student Development
The CSDI hosted 44 programs in fall 2023. Our programs continue to build community and fellowship,
but have also evolved to support students’ personal and professional development. These efforts help
students develop a sense of belonging at Miami, making it more likely that they will persist and
graduate. Some of these events include:

● Events intended to support the transition to college life. Examples include the MADE at
Miami pre-semester program and Rainbow Reception to welcome LGBTQ+ students and allies
to campus.

● Programs designed to help students develop as leaders in the Miami community. Examples
include the Multicultural Leadership Training and the Intercultural Student Leadership
Conference.

● Events that celebrate identity, recognizing that students come to us from all walks of life.
Examples include National Coming Out Day and Fiesta! Fiesta! Fiesta!.

● And events geared toward creating intentional dialogue, sharing experiences, and learning
from each other. Examples include focus groups for different student identities, Brother 2
Brother, and My Sister’s Keeper.

Now that we have created buy-in from the students, we have leveraged our relationships to build an
intentional programming calendar that encompasses both the social and personal development of our
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students, and expanding into well-being, thriving, and reaching goals. This report focuses on the
opportunities offered during the fall 2023 semester.

Rainbow Reception
Rainbow Reception is the first major event of the fall semester
for LGBTQ+ Initiatives. This event is the largest queer gathering
at the university, with nearly 250 people in attendance. The
purpose of the event is to welcome LGBTQ+ students to the
university and introduce them to the resources available for their
success. This year, we hosted 15 organizations who tabled at
the event.

Offices who participated in tabling:
● Women and Gender Studies
● Dean of Students
● TriHealth
● Office of Transformational and Inclusive Excellence
● Out in STEM (oSTEM)
● Sexualtiy Education Center
● SPECTRUM
● Graduate Student Pride Association

Student Focus Groups
CSDI’s Intercultural Initiatives staff members held six focus
groups this fall to gain qualitative data around the experiences of
marginalized students and the programming they wanted to see
from the Center for Student Diversity and Inclusion. Focus
groups were held for Asian students, Indigenous students, Black
students, QTBIPOC students, Latine, and Middle Eastern/North
African students.

Through the focus groups, we learned:
● Students are looking for more programming that is

representative of their respective cultures and identities.
● Students want to be included in the planning of cultural

celebrations in the center.
● Students want more intentional programming outside of planned heritage months.
● Students would like more frequent opportunities to provide feedback about programming in the

center.

My Sister’s Keeper
My Sister’s Keeper (MSK) was created to serve undergraduate women of color at Miami and
friends/allies. My Sister’s Keeper aims to create a haven to come together, foster relationships with one
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another, engage in meaningful dialogue, and participate in activities that will help them to grow as
individuals and within their community.

Brother 2 Brother
Brother 2 Brother creates space and community for underrepresented men at Miami and friends/allies.
The initiative offers discussion based programming, skill building workshops, and social opportunities.
There is also a mentoring component with upper class students and faculty/staff members.

Mental Health and Wellness
This year the CSDI has embraced opportunities to support students’ mental health and overall
well-being.

HIV Testing
The Center for Student Diversity and Inclusion provides free and confidential HIV testing in the center in
partnership with Caracole. Caracole is Greater Cincinnati’s nonprofit devoted to positively changing
lives in the fight against HIV/AIDS. Testing is offered three times per semester for students.

Wellness Room
The Wellness Room in the Center for Student Diversity and Inclusion was formed in collaboration with
the Office of Student Wellness to create a space for students to unwind, reflect, meditate, or engage in
a quiet activity. Different activities, features, and resources available in the room help students relax
including fidget toys, aromatherapy, sound machines, low lighting, anxiety-reducing bean bag chairs,
and more.

Wellness Retreat
With funding support from the new mental health incubator
fund, we will host our inaugural wellness retreat through the
My Sister’s Keeper program. The retreat, called Reset, will
take place at the Oxford Community Arts Center in March.
The program is intended for students to take a pause from
the hustle and bustle of the semester, reflect, and
determine what they need to finish the semester strong.

Looking Forward
The Center for Student Diversity and Inclusion has established a strong foundation with students and
we look forward to bringing more development centered programming to provide a more well-rounded
experience. We look forward to providing large scale resource programming in LGBTQ+ Initiatives,
including sharing information on legal name change and how to access Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis
(PrEP) for HIV prevention.

The CSDI’s primary goal is to equip students with the tools to be successful at Miami and beyond. We
are committed to providing a well-rounded calendar of events and activities for our students that help
accomplish this goal.
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In collaboration with colleagues across campus, UCM developed Your 
Miami People – a new webpage and videos to support admission yield 
efforts. The project humanizes the institution by introducing enrolling 
students and their families to some of the real people who will support and 
encourage them during their Miami journey. Those featured in the videos 
represent a broad spectrum of the undergraduate student experience: 
orientation, residence life, career development, academics, undergraduate 
research, belonging, health and wellbeing, and more. Members of Miami’s 
Parents Council also participated — describing how Miami has allowed 
their three children to customize their Miami experience.

MAY

University 
Communications 
and Marketing

NEWS AND UPDATES

 UCM’S GOAL  To establish and grow Miami University’s influence, reputation, and ranking as a leading public university that prepares students for lifelong success in a 
vibrant campus community that values academic rigor, character, intellect, and serving the public good. Miami University’s success depends upon messaging and visual 
identity strategies that are compelling and consistent across all communication outlets in order to grow enrollment and increase brand awareness.

ONGOING PROJECTS

NEW WEB,  
VIDEO PROJECT SUPPORTS YIELD

UCM AND FSB SALUTE 
ENTREPRENEURS

In March, UCM helped the Farmer 
School of Business launch the 
inaugural RedHawk50 celebration 
— an annual program that 
recognizes the 50 fastest-growing 
Miami RedHawk-owned or Miami 
RedHawk-led businesses in the 
world. UCM was there every step of 
the way — from designing graphics; 
to managing the production of 
banners, backdrops, and displays 

that transformed Cincinnati Music 
Hall into a magical space; to 
creating the awards and takeaways. 
The event drew more than 300 
people, and the feedback from 
attendees has been extremely 
positive. Ads congratulating 
the RedHawk50 awardees 
were designed and placed in 
Cincinnati Magazine, Cincinnati 
Business Courier, and Forbes.

Through an opportunity coordinated by UCM, Beena Sukumaran, dean 
of the College of Engineering and Computing, was interviewed on 
Local12 (WKRC-Cincinnati) for their “Healthy Innovations” segment. 
Interview topics included the McVey Data Science Building, Miami’s 
clinical engineering coursework, and why we need more women in 
engineering. The March 24 segment garnered 18,862 viewers, with 
a local publicity value of $171.16 per 30 seconds. In addition to this 
coverage, social media efforts between UCM, CEC, and Miami's Alumni 
Association about the McVey grand opening resulted in more than 
160,000 organic impressions and 38,000 positive fan interactions.

CINCINNATI TV STATION INTERVIEWS CEC DEAN

Brought to life through photography by UCM photographers, 
environmental design from UCM’s design team, and close collaboration 
with CEC stakeholders, five new display cases in the CEC building 
complex are strengthening recruitment efforts. In each display case, 
dynamic photography features current CEC students, faculty, staff — 
as well as notable alumni. Additional layers of visuals communicate 
professional outcomes that CEC students can expect to live out post-
graduation. Expertly crafted text, along with display screens displaying 
up-to-date events, photos, and rotating graphics, communicate key 
messaging points. Positioned to be seen during CEC’s in-person 
tours, these cases provide vibrant storytelling opportunities.

REFRESHED DISPLAYS  
HIGHLIGHT THE ENGINEERING EXPERIENCE

 Miami University’s new webpage: Your Miami People.

 One of five display cases dedicated to CEC students, faculty, staff, and alumni.
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UCM / NEWS AND UPDATES

Marketing 
by the numbers
Jan. 16 – March 31, 2024

News 
by the numbers
Jan. 16 – March 31, 2024

Social Media 
top highlights
Jan. 16 – March 31, 2024

172
News media pitches

639M
News reach

26.3M
News mentions

11.9M
Merit generated impressions on social

12.7K
Student achievement press releases  
sent via Merit  

$17.2M
PR value

MAY 2024

 SOCIAL MEDIA 

407
National news media mentions

Merit 

1.1M clicks (up 11% from 2022) 

26.6M impressions (up 11.5% from 2022)
Organic (Google) Search

15.4K
Personalized student stories

33.5M  
Total social media impressions on  
the university’s primary accounts

215K

8.9M

4.6M

484K

770K  

Total social media engagements

5.2K

312K

119K

26.8K

78K

121K

94K

253K

577K  

Total social media followers

5.7K Total engagements

809 Total 
engagements

27.2K Total 
engagements

9.1K Total  
engagements

19.2M

1M
Reads

20
Authors 

The Conversation

35
Articles

162
Publishers

1.9M
New website users

771K
Clicks
(up 11% from 2022)

Organic (Google) search

17M
Website pageviews

33M
Impressions
(up 11.5% from 2022)

 WEBSITE 

2.9M
Total website users

CONVERSION TRACKING 

38.9K
Applications

EO/EMSS

22.6K
Requests for information

EO/EMSS

307.3K

77K

4.4K Total 
engagements
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Explore. Prepare. Connect. Succeed.

Board of Trustees
May 2024 Report
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Overview
The Center for Career Exploration and Success (CCES) is a comprehensive, award-winning university career center that 
serves as the primary source of career development for Miami University students on the Oxford campus. Our mission 
is to empower undergraduate and graduate students to engage in career exploration, professional development, and 
experiential learning. By building meaningful connections with employers, students optimize their personal and career 
potential. We exist to help students choose meaningful career paths and excel in today’s diverse, rapidly changing, and 
global society. 

The Miami Career Advantage
At Miami, our position of strength results from a unique combination of factors: the exceptional caliber of our highly 
engaged students, our faculty’s dedication to teaching and learning, and our institution’s overall commitment to stu-
dent success. Within CCES, our approach to career development builds on these strengths and requires an intentional 
and active career community to fulfill our vision. We embrace the philosophy of a Miami Career Community, wherein 
all stakeholders (employees, faculty, staff, alumni, and parents) understand their vital role in supporting the career 
development of students.   
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New Strategic Plan. New Strategic Priorities.
In September 2023, CCES launched a new strategic plan in close partnership with the Career Leadership Collective 
(consultant) and with feedback from stakeholders within the Career Community. CCES strives to:
 
• Focus on High Impact Career Mobility Practices
• Further integrate career readiness throughout the student experience to ensure equitable career outcomes and 
 enhanced market position
• Leverage, diversify, and sustain career outcomes data and visualization to benefit the Career  Community

High Impact Career Mobility Practices

UNDERSTAND         
 opportunities 

CREATE
a career plan 

NETWORK
with employers

INTERN
in chosen field 

RECEIVE
career advice
faculty/employers

LEARN
critical thinking

Students who engage in these practices MORE THAN TRIPLE their likelihood of career mobility
Source: Career Leadership Collective National Alumni Career Mobility Report
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Professional Headshot Booth
To give students a competitive advantage, CCES offers a professional headshot 
booth. This convenient service, which offers high-quality photos at no cost, 
helps students convey professionalism within their online brands.

FY22 FY23 FY24

Booth Usage Numbers

924

2,005
2,318

2023-24 Events

Fall
•  Fall Career and Internship Fair
•  Diversity and Inclusion Networking Event 
•  STEM Career and Internship Fair
•  Sport Career Exploration and Networking Expo

Spring
•  Spring Career and Internship Fair
•  NEW! College of Arts and Science Networking Night 
•  Careers for the Common Good Fair
•  Architecture + Design Career and Internship Fair
•  Teacher Job Fair
•  NEW! RedHawk Student-Athlete Networking Night

Presidential Career and Leadership Series
CCES partnered with President Gregory P. Crawford to present three Presidential Career and Leadership Series events 
during the 2023-24 academic year. The immersive career treks spotlighted opportunities in Miami’s home state and 
encouraged students to become active Ohio citizens. 

Into the Queen City
Students networked with Cincinnati 
employers representing the Engineering/
Technology and Economics/Data Ana-
lytics career clusters from October 12 to 
14, 2023. They also visited the Cincinnati 
Museum Center. 

Into the Capital City
Students traveled to Columbus to meet 
with employers representing the Law/
Government and Management/Sales/
Consulting career clusters from January 
24 to 26, 2024. They also toured the Ohio 
Statehouse. 

Adam Savage Keynote Speech 
Adam Savage, an internationally ac-
claimed STEM communicator and 
Emmy-nominated producer/host, busted 
myths about career trajectory for a sold-
out crowd in Harry T. Wilks Theater on 
April 16, 2024. 

By the Numbers: Career Fairs

40.4%
increase in student attendance t0  

7,161 from 5,098
FY24

487

146.7

FY24
Attending
Employers

National
Average

FY23

982 students used CCES’s free resume printing service

as of March 2024

2022-23 Career Services 
Benchmark Report
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$102,275 granted over 314 awards
FY24 to March 2024

Professional Attire Grants

$1,119,570 granted over 501 awards
FY22 to March 2024

Internship and Research Grants

99% of Miami graduates employed or
furthering their education by fall 2022

May 2024 Board of Trustees Report 4

Internships, Micro-internships, and Co-ops
Experiential learning, including internships, micro-internships, co-ops, and job shadows, are critical to Miami’s career 
development strategy. This year, CCES piloted the Ohio Internship Preview Program, which connected students with 
employers around Ohio for job shadows and micro-internships over Winter Term. To reach more students in the com-
ing years, plans are in place to expand this initiative beyond the College of Arts and Science. 

Welcoming Brandon Prew
Brandon Prew will serve as CCES’s director of experiential education. In this 
newly created role, he will expand internship, micro-internship, and co-op 
opportunities for Miami students. In addition, he will design an on-demand 
job shadowing program and invigorate the Career Champions program for 
Miami faculty and staff.

Prew joins CCES from his alma mater, the University of Cincinnati. There, he 
was the director of employer relations and operations for the Lindner College 
of Business. He also has experience in private industry, working for U.S. Bank 
and ThirdChannel.

Miami University Center for Career Exploration and Success

January 2024 Employer Partners
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Career Development Starts Early at Miami 
Even before students arrive on campus for their first semester of classes, they are exposed to career development. Our 
motto is “Career Development: Early and Often.”

New Student Orientation
All students are exposed to career plan-
ning during orientation. Students declare 
their career cluster(s) of interest so they 
can be matched with a career advisor 
and receive information tailored to their 
goals. They are also introduced to key 
resources they will use throughout their 
time at Miami, including Handshake, 
VMock, and MiamiOH.edu/Careers.

UNV101: I Am Miami 
Most students complete this course 
during their first semester. Designed to 
foster a sense of belonging and create a 
plan for making the most of their college 
experience, students complete a resume, 
engage in a self-directed career activity, 
and are encouraged to attend the Fall 
Career and Internship Fair. Students also 
receive a professional padfolio they can 
use throughout their Miami experience.

First-Year/First-Time Friendly
Services at Career Fairs 
Launched in Spring 2024, this initiative 
centered on an assignment that required 
students to engage in career development 
(e.g. attend an event, meet with a career 
advisor, etc.). The engagement stages in-
cluded discovering how to use Handshake 
to research organizations and opportu-
nities, touring the career fair, practicing 
an elevator pitch, and reflecting on their 
experience and learning outcomes.  

342
293

372

FY22 FY23 FY24

Number of Career Programs

Career Grants for Faculty/Staff 
CCES catalyzes career development initiatives within the Career Community through 
Career Grants. These grants support faculty- and staff-led career development initia-
tives like real-world projects in the classroom.

22 Awards | $115,319 in Funds
FY24 as of April 2024

136+ Classroom Presentations

10 staff made 9 Presentations 
at Professional Conferences

FY24 as of March 2024

FY24 as of March 2024
as of March 2024
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Inclusive Excellence
CCES is committed to identifying career pathways for students that speak to the uniqueness and intersectionality of 
their identities and the ways these identities operate in our global society. Its signature initiatives include:

An Award-Winning Career Center
CCES was awarded the inaugural Pursuit of Excellence 
Award by the Career Leadership Collective in 2023.  
This award recognized four career centers nationwide 
that embody long-standing and holistic commitment 
to excellence in career services.

CCES also received a Career Spark Award from Hand-
shake in 2023 for being in the top two percent of insti-
tutions in student engagement on this platform.

Diversity and Inclusion 
Networking Event (DINE)
DINE unites students from diverse back-
grounds with employers committed to 
diversity, equity, and inclusion. Students 
can learn about these employers’ avail-
able internship and job opportunities.

ELEVATE: The Diversity and 
Inclusion Career Institute
A space where the Career Community 
identifies ways to advance inclusion, eq-
uity, and diversity in professional spaces, 
ELEVATE features a Reverse Career Fair 
of multicultural student organizations.

Career Academy
Career Academy is a group of distin-
guished scholars who strive to advance 
their cultural competencies and career 
development. Career Academy most 
recently traveled to Washington, D.C. 
(FY24) and Luxembourg (FY23).  

JCPenney Suit-Up
Held before the Fall Career and Intern-
ships Fairs each year, JCPenney Suit-Up 
allows students and alumni to purchase 
professional attire at bargain prices.  

Breaking Barriers Series
Through workshops, skill-building ses-
sions, and mentorship opportunities, this 
series gives students the tools and confi-
dence they need to excel in any industry.

Onyx, Equity and Access Student 
Organization Advisory Council
Participants share their perspectives, help-
ing to inform CCES’s outreach to histori-
cally marginalized groups.

24/7 Career Development
CCES has partnerships with a number of online resources to allow students on-demand access to career development. 

70,374 applications completed through Handshake, Miami’s job/internship board, from 
July 2023 to March 2024, up from 

2,917 students used VMock, an AI-powered resume feedback site, over the same span 

57,735 in FY23

Mock Interview Program
CCES touts a robust mock interview program staffed by a full-time professional advisor and trained student Peer Career 
Coaches. During the 2024 fiscal year, CCES held 30 interview workshops and about 600 live mock interviews. An addi-
tional 342 practice interviews were conducted on Big Interview, an online platform powered by AI. 

Meet Alexis Andrews
As assistant director for global career 
development, Alexis Andrews launched new 
initiatives for international students this 
year. The series, designed to give them the 
tools they need to navigate today’s global 
job market, was headlined by an Interna-
tional Career Day on February 17, 2024.

6
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GradU8 Scholars 
By providing targeted resources, the 
GradU8 Scholars program helps high-
need students from Ohio succeed.

Bridges Scholars 
Bridges Scholars are students who 
completed the Bridges Program for 
high school seniors, an inclusive re-
cruitment initiative led by the Office 
of Admission. 

Bridges Scholars benefit from a 
variety of SSC services, including 
personalized check-ins, advocacy, 
problem-solving, and connections to 
campus resources. 

The SSC also advises the Bridges 
Scholars Student Organization and 
the Bridges Scholars Living Learning 
Community. These groups engage 
in campus activities that promote 
scholarship, leadership, inclusion, and 
career preparation. 

Bridges Scholars often occupy top 
student leadership positions and are 
well-represented in the Honors Pro-
gram and on the Dean’s List.

First-Generation Students 
The SSC supports first-generation 
students by advising the Miami Firsts 
Student Organization and helping 
to organize events like the annual 
National First-Generation College 
Student Celebration. 

Miami Firsts focuses on social and 
workshop activities to build con-
nections between first-generation 
students. The SSC also maintains an 
online First-Generation Ally Directory 
of faculty and staff who offer support 
to first-generation students.

Miami University’s Oxford campus stands out among both public and pri-
vate institutions by consistently excelling in student retention. We draw 
an exceptional, driven student body eager to dive into our vibrant com-
munity. Students benefit from rigorous academics, supportive faculty and 
staff, an exciting campus life, and a stunning environment to call home.

While we are confident in our students’ abilities, life can be complex, and 
obstacles like financial constraints, mental health issues, family struggles, 
misalignment with a chosen major, health concerns, homesickness, and 
feelings of disconnection can become potential roadblocks. Keeping stu-
dents on track requires more than before, and that need will likely grow.

We recognize boosting our retention and graduation rates demands a 
coordinated, thorough approach that reaches every part of the University.

About the Student Success Center
The Student Success Center (SSC) within Enrollment Management and 
Student Success (EMSS) plays a pivotal role in supporting student reten-
tion and graduation through many targeted initiatives and programs. 

The SSC offers personalized assistance and proactive outreach to students from diverse backgrounds, including Gra-
dU8 Scholars, Bridges Scholars, former foster youth, and other special populations. It strives to enhance their academic 
journey and overall university experience. Learn more about three of these groups below:
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221 students
participated in the 2023 Fall Semester

98% of students
registered for the 2024 Spring Semester

75% of students
completed all GradU8 requirements* to 
be eligible for a $300 book scholarship

Top Three Majors among 
2023-24 GradU8 Scholars

Psychology: 17 students

Nursing: 15 students

Marketing: 14 students

* 2.75 GPA, 12 hours completed, and a meeting 
with their Student Success Advocate
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Many students begin college with a goal of 
graduating in four years, but factors such as 
changing or adding majors, retaking courses, 
or taking personal breaks can extend the time-
line to five or six years. While making the most 
of your college experience is valuable, staying in 
school longer results in paying greater amounts 
in tuition and fees. 

The Oxford campus’s 73% four-year graduation 
rate is the highest among Ohio public universi-
ties and well above the national average of 27%.

73%

Oxford
Campus

National
Average

Four-Year
Graduation Rate

27%

82%

Oxford
Campus

National
Average

Six-Year
Graduation Rate

37%

Institution

Central State University

Four-Year
Grad Rate 

Bowling Green State University - Main Campus

Graduation and Retention Rates: 2022 Reporting Cycle

Cleveland State University

Kent State University at Kent

Miami University - Oxford

Ohio State University - Main Campus

Ohio University - Main Campus

Shawnee State University 

University of Akron - Main Campus

University of Cincinnati - Main Campus

University of Toledo

Wright State University - Main Campus

Youngstown State University

Five-Year
Grad Rate 

Six-Year
Grad Rate 

First-Year
Retention Rate 

60% 45% 77%47% 58%

15% 23% 25% 25% 41%

31% 45% 49% 41% 69%

Ohio Public Institution Average

56% 63% 65% 56% 78%

69% 86% 88% 81% 93%

49% 63% 65% 56% 79%

32% 45% 48% 45% 66%

27% 48% 52% 39% 68%

38% 68% 72% 59% 86%

33% 53% 57% 44% 75%

27% 40% 44% 32% 64%

28% 44% 48% 38% 78%

73% 80% 81% 74% 89%

40% 58% 49%

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), 2022 reporting cycle
Four-year rates are from the 2018 cohort, five-year rates are from the 2017 cohort, six-year rates are from the 2016 cohort, and the fall-to-fall retention rate is from the 2021 cohort

Pell Six-Year
Grad Rate 

60% 
of Oxford students who earned a Bachelor’s degree during the 2022-23 Fiscal 

Year completed their degrees with multiple majors or at least one minor

55% 74%
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MADE at Miami Pre-Arrival Program
A collaboration between the SSC and the Center for 
Student Diversity and Inclusion (CSDI), MADE at Miami 
is a two-day pre-semester program that brings together 
first-year students who identify or embrace all forms 
of inclusion (students of color, international students, 
LGBTQ+ identifying students, first-generation students, 
and friends/allies). 

The program begins two days before move-in, allowing 
students to acclimate to campus by building relationships, 
learning about resources, and developing a stronger sense 
of their identities. 

MADE has positively influenced retention rates among 
Pell eligible and first-generation students. In 2021, 86% 
of Pell and 88% of first-generation students who partic-
ipated in this program returned to Miami for the spring 
semester; these percentages were higher than the 81% 
(Pell) and 80% (first-generation) who did not partake.   

EAB Navigate Implementation
The SSC manages EAB Navigate, which assists students 
and advising/support staff through system configurations, 
permissions, and training. Twice each semester, the SSC 
conducts early alerts and midterm grade facilitation to 
identify and assist students in need of additional support. 

Coordinated Action Team
The Coordinated Action Team formulates strategies to 
proactively support students at moderate to high risk for 
attrition. It leverages internal data and data collection 
tools such as Civitas and EAB Navigate indicators to co-
ordinate high-impact initiatives, outreach endeavors, and 
strategies for improving retention and graduation rates.

Winter Thrive and Spring Launch
Winter Thrive and Spring Launch target first-year stu-
dents who earned lower GPAs during their first semester. 

Winter Thrive supports students with 
GPAs between 2.0 and 2.49 through 
TCE110 courses. Spring Launch 
brings students with GPAs be-
tween 1.0 and 1.99 together for a 
half-day workshop, which resulted in 
improved term and cumulative GPAs 
during the 2022-23 academic year. 

Outreach to Students with Holds
Proactive outreach to students with registration holds 
consistently reduces the number of student holds by 
significant margins. The SSC offers guidance through 
personalized email communication to help students re-
solve holds before registration begins. Before 2024 spring 
semester registration, this effort reduced the number of 
student holds from 664 to 144 within three weeks.

Miami Cares Food Pantry and Meal Swipes
The SSC houses the Miami Cares Food Pantry, which is accessible to all Oxford 
students during University business hours. The pantry offers non-perishable items as 
well as weekly donations of bread and produce from the campus Panera Bread. The 
pantry’s non-perishable items are stocked through a partnership with Shared Harvest 
and through donation drives held across campus and in the Oxford community. 

The Miami Cares program also helps to facilitate the Meal Swipe Donation Program. 
Students in need of meal plan assistance can receive dining hall meal swipes donat-
ed by students with unused swipes. These swipes are donated at Miami’s Armstrong 
Student Center during the week before Thanksgiving break. During the fall of 2023, 
the SSC provided 3,069 meal swipes to students in need. 
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New for 2023-24: The High-Contact Program
The High-Contact Program is a new initiative that aimed to provide additional 
support for 2024 cohort students who meet one or more of the following criteria: 

•     Academic Read Score (ARS) of six or lower on their Miami application
•     High school GPA below a 2.90
•     Had originally been admitted in Pathways but then moved into the cohort

Students in this program receive prioritized attention from academic advisors and 
residence hall staff, early invitations for registration advising, and personalized 
invitations to programs like Winter Thrive and Spring Launch. 
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Characteristics of 2023 High-Contact Program Students

Not a High-Contact
Program Participant

High-Contact 
Program Participant

All 2024 Cohort
Students

3,355 3.96 14.67

47%

51% 14% 16% 11% 3% 54%

Total

High
School

GPA

Best
Test 

Score*

Included
Test

Scores
Pell

Eligible
First-
Gen SOC2**

Student-
Athlete

Academic
Read 
Score Female

571 3.20 5.80 23.11 29% 21% 24% 17% 4% 37%

3,926 3.85 13.38 26.19 15% 17% 12% 3% 5%

26.58

* Best test score given on the ACT scale
** SOC2 represents students who identify as African American, LatinX, Native American, Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, or two or more races

College/Program

College of Creative Arts

# of Students

College of Arts and Science 112

55

2023 High-Contact Program Students by College

College of Engineering and Computing

College of Education, Health, and Society

Farmer School of Business

Oxford - Nursing

Office of Exploratory Studies

54

98

5

80

156

Total 571

94.2%

Students in 
High-Contact 

Program
(2023 to 2024)

Students
Meeting 

Program Criteria
(2022 to 2023)

Fall to Spring Semester
Retention Rate

92%
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A Comprehensive Approach: Managing Unpaid Balances and its Impact on Student Retention
With a focus on enhancing student retention and success, Enrollment Management and Student Services (EMSS) ac-
tively pursues a comprehensive approach to managing unpaid balances. Through targeted initiatives and collaborative 
efforts across various departments, it aims to proactively identify and address unpaid balances and financial stressors 
that could lead to student attrition. 

Leading this effort within EMSS are the SSC, the Office of the Bursar, the Office of Student Financial Assistance (SFA), 
and the One Stop. This comprehensive approach to managing unpaid balances serves as a model for higher education 
institutions aiming to improve student outcomes and institutional sustainability.

Early Identification of At-Risk Students
EMSS has established a system for the early identification of students who may be at risk of developing unpaid bal-
ances. EMSS offices, academic departments, the Office of the Provost, and International Student and Scholar Services 
(ISSS) work together to monitor student accounts and identify potential financial issues as they arise. Early detection 
allows for timely intervention and support, helping to prevent unpaid balances from accumulating.

Personalized Support and Resources
Once at-risk students are identified, EMSS staff provides personalized support to address their financial concerns. 
SFA/One Stop advisors offer one-on-one counseling sessions to discuss students’ financial situations and provide 
guidance on available resources. By offering tailored solutions, such as financial aid adjustments or payment plans, the 
University can reduce the likelihood of unpaid balances and financial stress.

Clear and Transparent Communication
Effective communication is key to ensuring students understand their financial responsibilities and available resourc-
es. EMSS staff maintains a clear and transparent communication channel, providing students with comprehensive 
information about their financial obligations, payment deadlines, and support services. This clarity helps students 
navigate their finances with confidence and avoid potential issues with unpaid balances.

Flexible Payment Options
To accommodate diverse financial circumstances, the University offers flexible payment options that help students 
manage their tuition and fees. These options include installment plans, deferred payments, and other arrangements 
tailored to individual needs. By providing flexible payment methods, the University removes barriers to payment and 
supports student retention.

Data-Informed Strategies and Targeted Interventions
EMSS leverages data and analytics to inform its strategies for managing unpaid balances and supporting student suc-
cess. By analyzing trends and identifying patterns, the University can implement targeted interventions and support 
mechanisms to address specific issues and populations effectively. This data-driven approach optimizes institutional 
sustainability while enhancing student retention.
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Undergraduate Academic Advising Council (UAAC) 
Report 

Miami University, 2024 

Introduction 

This report provides a summary of the Undergraduate Academic Advising Council’s (UAAC) 

activities for the 2022-23 and 2023-24 academic years. We report on the goals set by the UAAC 

and our progress on those goals, all of which contribute to increases in student success, as 

evidenced by increasing retention rates over the last two years. Much of this work occurs 

within the academic advising community, but the initiatives and outcomes shared below 

represent a campus-wide partnership across Academic Affairs, Student Life, and Enrollment 

Management & Student Success. This partnership is a strength unmatched in other higher 

education institutions. 

2022-2024 Organizational Structure & Membership 
Over the past two academic years, the following organizational structure for academic advising 

was in effect: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Associate Provost & 
Dean of 

Undergraduate 
Education 

Undergraduate Academic Advising Council 
Chaired by the Associate Provost and Dean for Undergraduate 

Education. Membership includes at least one representative from 
each academic division, Student Life, Enrollment Management & 

Student Success, Honors, and a student representative 

 
UNV 101 (FYE course) 

Co-coordinated by Assistant 
Vice President of Assessment, 
Planning and Transition, 
Division of Student Life and 
the Associate Provost and 
Dean for Undergraduate 
Education  

 

 

Miami Academic Support & Advising Association 
(MUASAA) 

Voluntary association offering community 
building and professional development 

opportunities for academic advisors and 
academic support staff. Led by a small 

coordinating group of volunteers 
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During the period included in this report, the UAAC membership consisted of Amy Aldous 

Bergerson (Associate Provost and Dean for Undergraduate Education), Craig Bennett and Becki 

Bleikamp (Student Success Center), Mandy Euen (Registrar), Christina Carrubba-Whetstine 

(Rinella Learning Center), Teresa Radomski-Bomba (Honors College), Tonia Hyllengren, 

Stephanie Beck, and Tori Myles (Regionals), Brian Kirkmeyer (CEC), Chanelle White (FSB), Ted 

Peters (CAS), Chad Reynolds (CCA), Lea Minniti (EHS), Chelsia Potts (Exploratory Studies), and 

undergraduate student Spencer Mandzak (ASG). The UAAC meets every other week during the 

academic year, and several times over the course of the summer. 

 

Goals and Outcomes 

Academic advisors at Miami University support students in navigating University processes and 

policies, and facilitating their progress toward degree completion. They also assist students in 

adding, changing, and registering for their courses. The following goals for academic advising 

support these essential functions: 

Goal 1: Advisor Training & Professional Development  

Professional and faculty academic advisors receive appropriate training and ongoing 
development to ensure they can meet the changing needs of Miami University students. 
 

Objectives Progress on Objectives 

Develop comprehensive advisor training for all 
new Miami University advisors 

A subcommittee of UAAC has evaluated the 
current training over the 2023-24 academic year. 
The committee has outlined the new training and 
will commence developing the new modules in 
fall 2024. 
 
Completion of the advisor training modules is 
now required for all new professional academic 
advisors. 

Revise and update advisor training content 
annually 

The current modules have been updated with 
new information and the Assistant Dean for 
Undergraduate Education is tasked with ensuring 
modules are updated annually. 

Support the ongoing professional development 
opportunities for advisors led by MUASAA and 
external organizations  

The Provost’s Office supports MUASAA’s annual 
symposium by providing meals. This funding has 
been reduced due to budget constraints, so 
MUASAA is exploring other ways to generate 
funds.  
 
Annual Navigate trainings have been instituted by 
the Provost’s Office in conjunction with the 
Student Success Center which provides support 
for Navigate 360, our academic advising 
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technology. Advisors are updated on new 
features and tools which can improve their work 
with students. 

Develop ongoing training for continuing advisors  This area has not seen much progress due to the 
effort required to update the advisor training 
modules. 

Create an advising syllabus/curriculum to guide 
advisors’ work with students  

While this mindset was included in the 
conversation around the new advisor training 
modules, we have not implemented this across 
the campus. Some divisions, and Regionals 
Advising, do have this in place. 

Maintain processes for advisor advancement 
within Miami University 

The process for moving advisors to senior advisor 
and assistant director roles has been in place for 
two years. Divisions initially made a number of 
adjustments to advisors’ status as current staff 
met requirements.  

 

Goal 2: Student Advising Experience 

The University-wide advising structure is student-focused, sustainable, and collaborative across 
advising units, student life, and enrollment management and student success, enhancing the 
student experience with academic advising. 
 

Objectives Progress on Objectives 

Develop an institutional advising website that 
serves as a common platform for information 
about academic advising, policies, and 
registration information and provides links to 
Divisional advising websites 

Due to lack of resources in the office of the 
Associate Provosts and Dean for Undergraduate 
Education, and the institution-wide change to a 
new web format, this has not been accomplished. 
We will endeavor to complete this in the coming 
year. 

Encourage, support, and guide students to take 
responsibility for using the technology and 
support for meeting their educational, personal, 
and career goals 

Navigate Student was launched in fall 2023 
allowing students to see holds, schedule with 
advisors, and receive notifications/messages 
based on a campaign by department, office, or 
advisor. 3558 new student users have signed into 
Navigate Student, with 9140 all-time users. We 
will continue to use Navigate Student to engage 
students in the academic advising process. 

Ensure that students receive relevant information 
and referrals unique to their situation 

Learning outcomes assessment (see below) 
indicates that students are receiving the 
information and referrals they need, but that we 
can strengthen this area. We will add this as a 
focus in the new advisor training modules. 

The Coordinated Care group in Moonshot for 
Equity is working on using Navigate 360 to 
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develop support teams for students. This includes 
expanding access to Navigate to some student 
life offices and librarians, and defining how to use 
the system for different levels of users.  

Assist students in understanding the purpose of 
higher education and their role in adding to the 
intellectual community 

Learning outcomes assessment indicates that 
students are gaining this understanding in their 
interactions with academic advisors.  

 

Goal 3: Advising Assessment 

Professional advising at Miami is assessed on an ongoing basis to promote continuous 
improvement of the advising system. Professional staff advisors and academic support 
personnel are evaluated on a regular basis to ensure that students receive the best support 
possible. 

Objectives Progress on Objectives 

Assess student progress on measurable 
institutional advising outcomes 

Institution-wide assessment of student progress 
on institutional learning outcomes began mid-fall 
2023. Results are shared below. 

 
Evaluate professional and faculty advisors on 
institutional metrics for advising effectiveness 

Divisional leaders can use institutional learning 
outcomes assessment to indicate points of 
improvement for individual advisors.  

 
Conduct Divisional Advising Assessment as 
deemed necessary 

Divisions continue to evaluate advisors through 
divisional tools as needed to support institution- 
level information gained through the learning 
outcomes assessment. 

Goal 4: Utilizing Data for Student Success 

Professional staff advisors engage in proactive, data-informed advising to support students’ 
progress through key milestones in their academic experience. 

Objectives  Progress on Objectives 

Develop institutional practice around specific 
student experience milestones 

Updates to Success Markers in Navigate will 
begin in fall 2024. Additionally, we are 

695/710



5 
 

implementing new predictive analytics through 
Navigate that will guide decisions on deploying 
advising resources. These analytics will be 
available to advisors in fall 2024. Associate 
Provost and Dean for Undergraduate Education 
will work with the advising community to develop 
institutional standards for practice related to 
these milestones. 

 
Create expectations for regular, data-informed, 
coordinated outreach to students using midterm 
grades, Navigate Student, and early alerts as well 
as new metrics that guide the deployment of 
advising resources. 

Institutional practices are established for early 
alerts and mid-term grades, registration 
campaigns, and responding to Navigate intake 
survey information. New initiatives, High Support 
Students and Transfer Concern indicator in 
Navigate, have been established to create 
processes for students who may need additional 
support and students who have indicated they 
might leave Miami to attend another institution. 

 
 

Advising Activity 
During summer of 2022, the advising community developed a set of guidelines for the use of 
Navigate 360 by professional advisors. These guidelines included scheduling all appointments 
through Navigate and recording appointment summaries within Navigate. In summer 2023, 
adhering to these community standards became an evaluation point in every professional 
academic advisor’s annual performance review. The more consistent use of Navigate has 
allowed the University to better track the level of academic advising activity across campus. 
Below we share data on this activity. 
 
The following table provides appointment information for each of the academic divisions, the 
Office of Exploratory Studies, and Regionals Advising for academic years 2022-23 and 2023-24. 
(Please note that the 2023-24 academic year is still underway; numbers are lower in this 
timeframe.) 
 

Division/Office Appointment Activity 2022-23 2023-24 

CAS Scheduled 5844 4965 

Drop-In 861 1807 

No Show 841 552 
Cancel 15 12 

Total Appts 7559 7334 

Distinct Students 3840 3676 
 

CCA Scheduled 622 611 

Drop-In 607 615 
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No Show 74 44 
Cancel 8 0 

Total Appts 1310 1270 

Distinct Students 717 664 

 
CEC Scheduled 1049 1326 

Drop-In 202 149 

No Show 113 74 
Cancel 0 1 

Total Appts 1364 1550 

Distinct Students 895 866 

 
EHS Scheduled 929 1084 

Drop-In 529 588 

No Show 221 96 

Cancel 3 1 

Total Appts 1636 1767 

Distinct Students 943 986 

 
FSB Scheduled 7790 6977 

Drop-In 3821 3587 

No Show 1280 674 
Cancel 24 5 

Total Appts 12899 11238 

Distinct Students 4761 4660 
 

OES Scheduled 729 931 

Drop-In 93 49 

No Show 141 144 
Cancel 0 0 

Total Appts 963 1124 

Distinct Students 406 489 
 

REGIONALS Scheduled 3255 2859 

Drop-In 6474 3231 

No Show 495 416 
Cancel 2 2 

Total Appts 9075 6240 

Distinct Students 3752 2783 
Scheduled means the appointment was scheduled in Navigate. 
Drop-In means the appointment was not scheduled through Navigate. Some offices have true Drop-Ins which are 
included here, and this also encompasses appointments scheduled outside of Navigate that have an appointment 
summary submitted after the fact. 
Scheduled & Drop-In Combined include all appointments that were held for the year 
No-Show - Student prescheduled the appointment and did not attend without prior notice 
Canceled - Appointment was scheduled and was canceled by either the staff or student 
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Early Alerts/Progress Reports 
An important initiative supported by our use of Navigate 360 is early alerts/progress reports. 
Twice a semester, faculty in selected high DFW and gateway courses are asked to provide 
progress reports for enrolled students. The following courses are included in this initiative:  
 

ACC 221    GLG 111, 115L, 121 
 ATH 185    HST 111, 112 
 BIO 161, 171, 116   IDS 159 
 CCA 111    ISA 225 
 CEC 266    MBI 111, 116, 131 
 CHM 141, 142, 144, 145  MTH 025, 122, 125, 141, 151, 245, 249, 251, 252   
 CSE 148, 174, 271   PHY 181, 185 
 ECO 201, 202    PSY 111 
 EDL 204    STA 261 
 EDP 256    UNV 101 
 ENG 111    WGS 201 

FIN 301    CJS 101    
GER 101    THE 101 

 
Early Alert Progress Reports are sent out twice within the first six weeks of the semester: 

• Sent Week 2 and closes at the end of Week 3 
• Sent Week 5 and closes at the end of Week 6 

 
As alerts are issued by the faculty, advisors and residence hall staff receive notification via email 
on a rolling basis. Students are also notified of the alert from an automated email at the time 
the alert is issued by the faculty member. Within 24 hours of receiving an assigned case, the 
academic advisor sends an email to the student indicating that they will follow up with a phone 
call if the student does not respond. Shortly after sending the email (ideally within 24 hours), 
the advisor makes the follow-up phone call to the student. If the student has still not responded 
2-3 days following the phone call, the advisor follows up with an email or phone call to the 
student and checks to see if the student has been in touch with any other people within 
Navigate. They then log this information in the case notes and add the additional success staff 
to the case if needed. 
 
The goal is to close cases quickly and efficiently to help close the loop back to the faculty 
member issuing the alert. Faculty receive notifications of closed cases. We strive to close 
cases within 1-2 weeks. Occasionally, extenuating circumstances mean a case is open longer. 
 
The tables in Appendix A illustrate the distribution of at-risk progress reports across fall and 
spring semesters for academic years 2022-23 and 2023-24. In the fall semesters, the overall 
numbers of at-risk reports doubles from the first progress report to the second. The distribution 
of reports across academic divisions essentially mirrors the proportion of the overall population 
enrolled in each division, with the exception of Exploratory Studies. This is likely due to the fact 
that conditionally admitted National Pathways students are part of the OES student population. 
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Across semesters, first-generation college students make up around 20% of the special 
population at-risk reports. This data point will guide additional programming and support for 
first generation college students in the future.  

 
Early alerts are intended to improve student outcomes. In the tables in Appendix B, we provide 
final grade outcomes for students flagged by instructors as at-risk. Typically, about 30% of the 
students whose instructors have submitted at-risk progress reports end up with a final grade A+ 
through C. Approximately 25% of these students end up with grades in the C-D range, and 
another 20-25% withdraw from these courses. The outcomes of the early alert process are 
generally positive, and show that students who respond to the outreach from advisors 
generally have better results that students who do not.  
 
We also track how these outcomes translate into retention rates. The table in Appendix C 
shows retention rates for types of at-risk cases by closed status comparing cases that were 
resolved, meaning the issue was addressed directly with the student, and cases that were 
closed as either no-response (student never responded to multiple outreach attempts) or 
administrative closures (case was no long applicable, duplicate cases were consolidated, or 
administratively closed upon completion of semester with no notes from the advisor). These 
data indicate higher retention rates for students whose cases were resolved, meaning that the 
advisor was able to work directly with the student regarding the particular concerns expressed 
by the instructor in the progress report. Please note that we do not have retention data for the 
2023-24 academic year yet, because retention is measured fall to fall. Overall, these are 
promising outcomes, and as a result we will continue to engage in the early alert process.  
 

Learning Outcomes Assessment 
Academic advising at Miami University assists students in navigating the University as well as its 
systems and processes. It also supports them as they pass through key milestones as students. 
During the 2022-23 academic year, the UAAC developed a set of institutional learning outcomes 
for academic advising. We now assess professional academic advising on the three clear and 
measurable student outcomes listed below.  
 
As a result of working with their Academic Advisor, students will be able to: 

• Craft an educational plan based on their academic performance, aspirations, interests 
and values 

• Be self-advocates in University processes 

• Utilize University policies and procedures and campus resources to facilitate their 
success  

 
Supporting undergraduate students at Miami University involves seeing them as whole people 
with complex needs, listening to them, and collaborating with them to find solutions to 
problems. To facilitate this process, the following goals have been developed for the academic 
advising experience:  
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In the process of working with their Academic Advisor, students will: 
• Feel that the advisor listened to them 
• Feel that their identities are validated and valued 
• Receive information, resources, or referrals related to their questions 

 
Learning outcome and advising experience assessment is conducted through Navigate 360. 
Students receive an automated 5-question survey focused on these outcomes and experiences 
within an hour after their scheduled advising appointment through Navigate. The survey takes 
less than a minute to complete and results are sent to the Navigate system where division 
advising heads and the Associate Provost and Dean for Undergraduate Education have access 
to them. Below we share the results of the advising learning outcomes and experience 
assessment. 
 
Table 1 in Appendix D shows the number of responses to the post-appointment survey. Overall, 
response rates are lower than we would like. We recently moved the timing of the survey to 
one hour after their advising appointment rather than 24 hours, which was our initial timing. 
This has resulted in an uptick in responses. We are working with advisors to encourage them to 
alert students to the fact that they will receive the survey, with hopes of increasing response 
rates in the future. 
 
Table 2 in Appendix D shows the average rating on each of the four survey questions. Students 
were asked to rate their progress on the learning outcomes and their perception of the advising 
experience on a 1-5 scale (5= high; 1=low). This table indicates high levels of success on each of 
the four outcomes as a whole and across divisions. The two areas with the most room for 
improvement are related to campus resources and policies. We will work with advisors across 
campus to ensure they focus on improvements in these areas, and will ensure that these areas 
are highlighted in the new advisor training modules. We are particularly pleased with the very 
high rating students gave on the advising experience overall, indicating that students feel 
listened to, validated and valued, and that their questions have been addressed.  
 
Our main goals related to this assessment for the future are to ensure a higher response rate 
and to encourage division heads to include these data in the performance reviews of advisors 
as a point for congratulations and improvement. 
 

Intake Survey 
Another tool that is now open to us through Navigate 360 is an intake survey. The first time a 
student logs into Navigate Student, they are asked to complete this survey. The results show up 
in the student’s profile and provide more context and information for those who work with the 
student across campus. The table in Appendix E summarizes student responses to this survey 
and indicates the types of automated messages students receive based on their answers. These 
data give us a sense of what our students are concerned about as they start the academic year, 
and they provide an opportunity to communicate with students about these concerns. Several 
of the responses generate a custom to-do on the student’s to-do list in Navigate Student, which 
provides advisors a chance to follow-up in future conversations with students. We are currently 
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in the process of revising our intake survey questions and fine-tuning our use of this 
information for the coming academic year. 

 
Advisor Recognition 
As seen in the assessment results above, Miami’s academic advising community is a strength of 
the University’s overall retention and completion efforts. As such, it is important to note how 
the community is recognizing its strongest advisors. Below we provide this information.  

• In May, 2023, MUASSA offered its 7th annual Advising Symposium “Supporting 

Students, Sustaining Ourselves.” MUASSA and the Provost’s Office partnered to host an 

advisor recognition luncheon, at which advisors attaining advising levels A (27) and B 

(25) and Master Advisor (9) status were recognized. Additionally, the following awards 

were given: 

o Outstanding Advising Supporter/Friend of Advising: Jake Matig, Farmer School of 

Business, and Sarah Meaney, Office of Residence Life 

o Outstanding Advising Community Builder: Conor Burns, Farmer School of 

Business 

o Outstanding DEI Initiative: Dr. Genesis Ross, Division of Education, Health, and 

Society 

o Provost’s Excellence in Advising Award – Faculty Advisor: Amanda Pyzoha, 

Farmer School of Business 

o Provost’s Excellence in Advising Award – Professional Advisor: Keisha Norris, 

College of Engineering and Computing 

• In May 2024, the 8th Annual MUASSA Symposium was held. The theme for this year’s 

symposium was “Setting the Stage for Success”. Advisors who had attained the two 

advising levels (A=22 and B=29), along with 15 Master Advisors were recognized. The 

following advising community members were honored with awards: 

o Outstanding Advising Supporter/Friend of Advising: The Office of the Registrar 

o Outstanding Advising Program: Julia Pond, Regionals Advising 

o Outstanding Advising Community Builder: Conor Burns, Farmer School of 

Business 

o Outstanding DEI Initiative: Jennifer Troutman, Farmer School of Business 

o Professional Development Grant: Leah Evans,  

o Provost’s Excellence in Advising Award – Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle 

Buchberger and Dr. Caryn E. Neumann, Department of Interdisciplinary and 

Communication Studies (Regionals) 

o Provost’s Excellence in Advising Award – Professional Advisor: Tailyn Walborn, 

College of Arts and Science 
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Moving Forward: 2024-26 Goals 

As we look to the future for Miami University, academic advising and support of students are 

key to our success, and to the success of our students. Below, we present UAAC goals for the 

coming academic year, each of which contributes directly to Miami University’s larger goals and 

strategic mission. 

• Complete development and implementation of new academic advising training. 

• Work process review as part of Workday Student implementation. 

o Review work processes in light of new ERP to determine where we can make 

improvements to better serve students 

▪ Registration processes 

▪ Withdrawal process 

▪ Courtesy email account process 

▪ Others identified by the campus community 

o Select and implement new degree planning technology necessary for advising 

students and curriculum planning 

• Provide training and development opportunities for faculty advisors to increase use of 

Navigate 360 in faculty advisement of students.  

o Encourage faculty advisors to adhere to advising community guidelines 

o Include faculty advisor appointments in learning outcomes/experience 

assessment 

• Continue to use data to guide advising work with students 

o Implement Navigate success markers and data analytics to support advisors in 

determining which students are in most need of their attention and begin 

moving our advising culture towards differentiated advising 

Conclusion 
The past two years have been a time of shoring up our professional advising system with 
attention to training, assessment, and data-driven outreach. We are pleased with our progress 
and are excited to share the strong results of our work with students. We will build on our 
successes in the next two years, expanding the reach, efficiency, and impact of professional 
advising, and bringing our faculty advisors into these professional advising processes as well. 
We will finalize our new training modules, and continue to refine our student outreaches. And, 
we will focus on how we can use our new Workday Student ERP system to make our work 
processes more student- and advisor-friendly.  
 
We are excited about our work on the goals identified in this report, and know that each step 
we take towards meeting these goals will support Miami University students and build on 
Miami’s strong reputation as an institution that excels in providing an exceptional 
undergraduate student experience. We appreciate the support of campus leadership and the 
Board of Trustees in this work. 
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Appendix A: Distribution of At-Risk Progress Reports 
 

Progress Report #1 (Weeks 2 and 3 of Semester) 
 Fall 2022 Fall 2023 
 Count Percent of Total Count Percent of Total 

Total At-Risk Reports 478  4% of all submitted reports 416 4% of All Reports 

Unique Students 437  378  

Special Populations 

First Generation 97 22.20% 77 20.37% 

Honors 8 1.80% 9 2.38% 

Athlete 41 9.40% 45 11.90% 

International 24 5.50% 15 3.97% 

By College 

CAS 131 30% 117 31% 

CCA 27 6.20% 14 4% 

CEC 94 21.50% 46 12% 

EHS 52 11.90% 40 11% 

FSB 94 21.50% 102 27% 

OES 38 8.70% 34 9% 

CLAAS 1 0.20% 25 7% 

Progress Report #2 (Weeks 5 and 6 of Semester) 
 Fall 2022 Fall 2023 
 Count Percent of Total Count Percent of Total 

Total At-Risk Reports 812 9% of all submitted reports 1008 8% of all submitted Reports 

Unique Students 728  914  
  Special Populations   

First Generation 130 17.90% 178 19.47% 

Honors 14 1.90% 15 1.64% 

Athlete 53 7.30% 69 7.55% 

International 34 4.70% 33 3.61% 

  By College   

CAS 187 25.70% 272 29.76% 

CCA 26 3.60% 36 3.94% 

CEC 146 20.10% 127 13.89% 

EHS 77 10.10% 105 11.49% 

FSB 240 33% 266 29.10% 

OES 52 7.10% 57 6.24% 

 
 

Progress Report #1 (Weeks 2 and 3 of Semester) 
 Spring 2023 - Progress Report 1 Spring 2024 - Progress Report 1 
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 Count Percent of Total Count Percent of Total 

Total At-Risk Reports 464 5% of all submitted reports 488 4% of All Reports 

Unique Students 418  456  
Special Populations 

First Generation 82 19.62% 91 19.96% 

Honors 17 4.07% 13 2.85% 

Athlete 10 2.39% 16 3.51% 

International 21 5.02% 20 4.39% 

By Academic College 

CAS 136 32.54% 122 26.75% 

CCA 17 4.07% 15 3.29% 

CEC 98 23.44% 76 16.67% 

EHS 45 10.77% 71 15.57% 

FSB 103 24.64% 143 31.36% 

OES 18 4.31% 27 5.92% 

CLAAS 1 0.24% 2 0.44% 

     
Progress Report #2 (Weeks 5 and 6 of Semester) 

 Spring 2023 - Progress Report 2 Spring 2024 - Progress Report 2 
 Count Percent of Total Count Percent of Total 

Total At-Risk Reports 905 11% of all submitted reports 607 7% of All Reports 

Unique Students 818  548  
Special Populations 

First Generation 148 18.07% 124 22.63% 

Honors 24 2.93% 23 4.20% 

Athlete 14 1.71% 17 3.10% 

International 43 5.25% 28 5.11% 

By Academic College 

CAS 220 26.86% 139 25.36% 

CCA 31 3.79% 15 2.74% 

CEC 161 19.66% 89 16.24% 

EHS 70 8.55% 92 16.79% 

FSB 288 35.16% 166 30.29% 

OES 46 5.62% 41 7.48% 

CLAAS 2 0.24% 6 1.09% 
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Appendix B: Final Grade in Class for At-Risk Reports 
 

Final Grade in Class when flagged At-Risk on Early Alert  

Final Grade Fall 2022 Spring 2023  

A+ through C (include X/CR1) 344 31% 470 36%  

C- through D- 313 28% 334 26%  

F (include Y/CR2) 198 18% 192 15%  

IU 2 0% 10 1%  

Withdrew 256 23% 287 22%  

 1115  1293  
 

     
 

     
 

Final Grade Fall 2023 Spring 2024  

A+ through C (include X/CR1) 502 34%   
 

C- through D- 351 24%   
 

F (include Y/CR2/ADF/NCR) 304 20%   
 

IU (Include N) 13 1%   
 

Withdrew 322 22%   
 

 1492    
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Appendix C: Retention Rates Based on Case Outcome 
 

 
Retention Rates based on Case Outcome from Start Semester to Fall 2023  

  Fall 2022 Spring 2023 

  Resolved 

Not 
Resolved/Admin 
Close Difference Resolved 

Not 
Resolved/Admin 
Close Difference 

Attendance 
Concern 62% 60% 2% 71% 63% 8% 
Class 
Participation 64% 48% 16% 78% 68% 10% 
Lacks Access 
to 
Technology 50% 56% -6% 57% 43% 14% 
Other 
Concerns 87% 64% 23% 93% 81% 13% 
Recommend 
Course 
withdrawal 73% 52% 21% 76% 47% 28% 
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Appendix D: Academic Advising Assessment 
 
Table 1: Learning Outcomes Assessment Responses 

Learning Outcomes Assessment Responses 

 Fall 2023 Spring 2024 

 Requests Responses Percentage Requests Responses Percentage 

CAS 1861 44 2.36% 751 48 6.39% 

CCA 231 6 2.60% 61 6 9.84% 

CEC 327 3 0.92% 332 10 3.01% 

EHS 289 5 1.73% 127 5 3.94% 

FSB 2289 31 1.35% 2316 80 3.45% 

OES 291 4 1.37% 123 2 1.63% 

Reg 1040 38 3.65% 733 38 5.18% 

Total 6328 131 2.07% 4443 189 4.25% 

 
 
Table 2: Learning Outcomes/Experience Ratings 

Learning Outcomes/Experience Ratings 

 
Overall 
Average 

CAS CCA EHS CEC FSB OES Reg 

Question 1:  
I am able to find and use 
offices and resources that 
support my academic 
needs on campus 
(Tutoring/Academic 
Coaching, Disability 
Services, Counseling 
Center, etc.) 

4.4 4.4 4.7 4.1 4.2 4.5 4.7 4.3 

Question 2: 
I have plans for reaching 
my academic goals or 
addressing my immediate 
educational needs. 

4.5 4.6 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.6 4.7 4.4 

Question 3: 
I understand what Miami 
University policies and 
regulations will help 
support my academic 
success (withdrawal 
deadlines, grade appeal 
process, course repeat 
policy, etc.) 

4.4 4.3 4.4 4.1 4.2 4.5 4.5 4.4 
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Question 4: 
Our goals for your advising 
experience are for you to: 
1) feel your advisor listened 
to you, 2) validated and 
valued you and your 
identities, and 3) addressed 
your questions. Please tell 
us how well we met these 
goals. 

4.8 4.7 4.8 4.5 4.8 4.9 4.7 4.8 

Count of Responses  315 91 12 9 13 111 6 72 
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Appendix E: Intake Survey Results 
 
Poll Question Poll Answer Number  Percent  Automated Response 

I want Miami 
University to 
know...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

I am a commuter student 865 8.4% 
Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate 

I am a first-generation college 
student (my parents have not 
earned college degrees) 1144 11.1% 

Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate 

I am a full-time caregiver for 1 or 
more family members 152 1.5%  
I am concerned about how I will pay 
for college this semester 516 5% 

Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate  

I am nervous about living with and 
sharing a room with another person 2 0.02%  
I am returning after a semester or 
more away from college 676 6.6%  
I am uncertain if my major is a good 
fit for me 788 7.7% 

Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate  

I am working 20 or more hours a 
week throughout the semester 1034 10%  
I feel confident I will succeed in my 
classes this semester 4944 48%  
None of these apply to me 2088 20.3%  
This is my first semester at Miami 
University 3657 35.5%  

I would like to learn 
more about...  
 
 
  

Access to additional assistance 
programs (food, housing, 
technology, etc.) 565 5.5% 

Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate 

Career coaching and planning for 
internships or future career 
opportunities 2624 25.8% 

Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate  

Mental health counseling resources 
on campus 1073 10.5% 

Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate  

None of the apply to me 4427 43.4%  

On-Campus job opportunities 1939 19% 
Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate  

On-campus leadership 
opportunities, campus involvement, 
or service 1714 16.8% 

Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate  

Resources and involvement with 
equity, diversity, and inclusion 664 6.5% 

Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate 

Services for students with 
disabilities 454 4.5% 

Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate  

Study abroad opportunities 2807 27.6% 
Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate  

Tutoring services and/or academic 
coaching 2089 20.5% 

Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate  
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Undergraduate research 
opportunities 1466 14.4% 

Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate  

My academic and 
professional goals 
include...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Adding or changing my major(s) 1387 13.3% 
Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate  

Adding or changing my minor(s) 1376 13.1% 
Custom To-Do Item in 
Navigate  

Beginning a career related to my 
major when I graduate 5255 50.2%  
Continuing my education in 
graduate or professional school 
after college 2674 25.5%  
Earning my degree and graduating 
from Miami University 9245 88.3%  
Graduating early 956 9.1%  
None of these apply to me 700 6.7%  

Transferring to a different 
university 210 2% 

Oxford students receive 
email invitation to discuss 
their plans 
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