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Mission
The Western Center for Social Impact and Innovation is
Miami's interdisciplinary hub for student engagement with
issues of social impact & justice within the context of global
change. This initiative honors the rich history of social

activism on the Western campus by energizing today's
students with a spirit of social responsibility.

Highlights
Over the course of the year, the Western Center

reached 3,697 participants over all of its center-based events
and its 37 special events.

Western service-learning students wrote 2 letters of intent for
grants totaling $100,000, for summer programming and
capital investments at a local nature preschool.

The Writer's Harvest event raised $1,050 for local Talawanda
Oxford Pantry and Social Services.

Follow The Western Center’s socials.
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Biennial Theme: Democracy and Transformation

Camille Wimbish: The State of Voter Rights 60 Years after Freedom Summer

Camille Wimbish, voting rights protection
attorney and inaugural Director of
Campaigns and Field Programs with the
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under
Law, was one of this year's Western College
Legacy Seminar speakers. Wimbish came to
discuss the history of Black voter suppression
and the barriers to voters rights that exist
today and what we can do to combat them.

The annual seminar
is generously
supported by the
Western College
Alumnae
Association.
This program was
also part of the
university’s 60th
anniversary of
Freedom Summer.



Biennial Theme: Democracy and Transformation

Craig Calhoun: Degenerations of Democracy & What is Next

Dr. Craig Calhoun, former President and
Director of the London School of Economics
and Political Science and current Professor of
Social Sciences, came from Arizona State
University to discuss the degeneration trends
in the public’'s opinions on government and
the present state of our democracy. He also
discussed the importance of public
movements in changing these trends.

The annual seminar is
generously supported by the
Western College Alumnae
Association.

This program was also part of
the university’s 60th
anniversary of Freedom
Summer.
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Western Alumni Come Home

Western Alumni Association of Miami
University (WAAMU) MegaReunion

Hundreds of Western College Program and
Individualized Studies Program alumni
returned to Peabody Hall in October for their
largest reunion yet. Committee meetings,
talent shows, ghost stories, and campus tours
made for a fun-filled weekend of community.

Western College Alumnae Association
(WCAA) Annual Reunion

In June, Western College alumnae reunited
for the final WCAA reunion weekend. They
dined in the Western Dining Commons and
listened to a choir of alumnae in Kumler
Chapel. The group closed out its 50th year in
existence and transitioned to the Western
College Spirit: 1853-1977 affinity group.

The Redhawks wore
special blue Western
College football
Jerseys, for Miami
University's Alumni
Weekend in September
2024.
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Other Programming Highlights

Total Solar Eclipse Viewing

To celebrate the total solar eclipse event
that took place this year, Professor
Emeritus Hays Cummins joined the
Western Center to watch the eclipse
outside of Peabody Hall with the solar
telescope.

West Fest

The Western Center hosts an annual
spring celebration called West Fest.
There are plenty of different activities
such as tarot readings and face painting
and live music for students and staff to
enjoy as the semester ends. Its roots go
100 years back to the Tree Day
celebrations of the Western College for
Women.
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Building Western Community

Every week, Western Center student workers hosted programs inside and
outside the physical space. Events were marketed to Western Center friends,
Western Program students, WEST LLC members, and Peabody Hall residents

via email in the form of a newsletter every Monday.

Weekly Peabody resident-focused programming:

N

Environmental Justice
Mondays

Classic Film Series
Dungeons and Dragons

roleplaying game Tea & Conversations with
Western students and faculty

The WEST Living Learning Community (LLC) welcomed its annual cohort of first- year
students to life in Peabody Hall. WEST students took a one credit hour class (WST
251) that helped them to better define their academic, personal, and professional

goals at Miami, and received priority access to some Western Center programming.
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Experience-based Education

Western Center believes that students learn best when provided opportunities
for deep, hands-on learning that are centered on their passions and interests.

Celia Sanchez, a Miami Hamilton student and
2023 Western Center Social Impact and Justice
Fellow, spent the summer embedded in two local
community-based organizations, whose missions
are to disrupt the school-to-prison pipeline. The
pipeline is a well-researched phenomenon in
which BIPOC, low-income, and disabled students
are disproportionately the focus of harsh school
discipline policies that are likely to lead to
incarceration. Her study includes observations of
programming, and of staff who work with the
children. She hopes to use what she learned
about educational equity in her career in youth
development.

Western Center students researched and wrote a
successful $25,000 grant to support Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion efforts at a local nonprofit
nature preschool, the Little Schoolhouse in the
Woods in Cincinnati. The grant supported a tuition-
free summer program for local children from the
Cincinnati neighborhood of Westwood, whose
family incomes qualified them for free or reduced
school lunch. BIPOC and lower income students in
urban areas have historically had far less access to
nature than their white middle-class counterparts. The
program was a success and now the school is
looking for permanent sponsorship for this summer
program, the LSW Summer Camp.
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Partners & Acknowledgments

We would like to take the time to recognize and thank the following
campus and community partners that have helped make our work possible.

Edge of the Farm Conservatory

Special thanks also to our partners at the Miami Valley Immigrant Coalition
and the Creative Writing Program. The Western Center is grateful for the
generous support provided by the Western College Alumnae Association

and the Western Alumni Association of Miami University.
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