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MTZ. LOOKQUT ~ Cynthia
Relly endured 110 degree
femperatures,  NUEMEToUs
bug Dbites and plowing
through thick jungle undes-
growth. And
she’d. do it

second,
Kelly, of
Mt Lookout, .
was - among
those ..-who

Kenva du-
ing the sum-
mer as part of Micani Uni-
versity’s Project Dragonfly
aitd the school's Global Field
Program. B

“For me this hasbean a-
life-changing experience,”
said Kelly, 55.She saidoneof -
her mostmemorable experi-
ences was sleeping in a tent
atthe footof Mount Kiliman-
jaro, ’

It’s not a traditional touy-
ist type of venture, she said, -

"During the trip we do
(scientific) investigations
(and) interact with the local
coramunities to find out how
they deal with environmen-
tal issues in their own coun-
iry,” sald Kelly.

While in Kenya, Kelly
visited with the Maasai peo-
ple, who live alongside the
native wildlifeandregularly
struggle withalackof water.

She said a major appeal
of the Project Dragonfly
program, which is also coor-
dinated by the Cincinnati
Zooand Botanical Garden, is
it involves hands-on learn-
ing and direct interaction
with a culiure,

Her involveimnent with
the program began in 2008
with a trip to Belize.

again in a -

fraveled to -

L

Mt. Lookout resident Cynthia

i, THANKS TO CYNTHIA KELLY

Evenafter 25 yearsasan

educator, Kelly, a kindergar-

School in the CincinnatiPub-
_ “lic School: District, ” wel-
ten teacher at Mt Ay comes ongoing educational

B

nya during a recent

-opportunities, . ]
“Tmabigbeliever inlife-
long lea_l_’r_n'ng,’__’ she said,- s

" Uponreturning fromKe- -
‘nya she helped spearhead
efforts to set up a commuri-
~-ty gardenat Mt Airy.School,

“This came directly from
my - experiences " through
this program,” 'she " said
about what inspired her to

In a second

MT. LOOKOUT — Cynthia
Kelly.endured 110 degree tem-
peratures, numerous bug bites
and plowing through thick
jungle undergrowth. And she'd
do it again in a secand.

Kelly, of Mt. Lookout, was
among those who traveled to
Kenya during the summer as

_part of Miami University's Project
Dragonflyand the school's Glob-
al Field Program,-

“For me this has been a
life-changing expérience,” said

bursue a community gar-
den.

Kelly is also, a reading
specialist at area Catholic
schools.

She is already looking
ahead toward planning an-
other trip.

Kelly, 55. She said one of her
most memorable experiences
was sleeping in a tent at the foot
of Mount Kilimanjaro,



