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Academic Positions

Professor, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio





          2015 –  

	Associate Professor, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio

	2007 – 2015 

	Assistant Professor, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio


	2001 – 2007 



	Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Notre Dame
	 2000 – 2001 




EDUCATION

	University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

     Ph.D., Political Science


	2000

	University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC

     M.A., Political Science


	1993

	Sofia University, Sofia, Bulgaria

     Jurist – Law
	 1991




PUBLICATIONS

A. Books
Preying on the State: State Transformation in Postcommunist Bulgaria, Cornell University Press, 2007.

Reviewed in Slavic Review, The American Journal of Sociology, Nationalities Papers, Perspectives on Politics, Comparative Politics, Comparative European Politics, The Bulgarian Studies Association Newsletter
Bulgarian translation: Pljachkosvaneto na durzhavata: Bulgaria 1989-1997 (Sofia: Iztok-Zapad, 2013).

Paperback and Kindle editions: Cornell University Press, 2013

B. Guest-edited special issues

“Essays in Honor of Karen Dawisha,” special issue of Demokratizatsiya (co-edited with Stephen Norris), Vol. 24, No.4 (Fall 2016).

“Law and Legal Institutions in the Former Socialist Countries,” special issue of Demokratizatsiya Volume 18, Nos. 1 & 2 (Winter and Spring, 2010)

“The Role of Ideas in Postcommunist Politics: A Re-Evaluation,” special issue of East European Politics and Societies, (co-edited with Karen Dawisha), Volume 19, No.3 (Summer 2005).

“A Symposium on Bulgaria,” special issue of East European Constitutional Review, Vol.10, No.4 (Fall 2001).

C. Publications in peer-reviewed journals and edited volumes:

“From Populist Emplotment to Populist Deeds,” in: Michael Bernhard, Amie Kreppel and Carlos de la Torre, eds., Still the Age of Populism? Re-Examining Theories and Concepts (New York: Routledge, 2024), pp.191-209

“Expanding the Chronological and Geographical Scope of 1989: Potentialities and Pitfalls,” Journal of Cold War Studies, Vol.25, No.4 (Fall 2023), pp.10-22.

“Reading Tocqueville in Postcommunist Democracies,” Suite Française, No.6, 2023.

“Reductio ad Reaganum,” in: Vladimir Tismaneanu and Jordan Luber, eds., One Hundred Years of Communist Experiments (Budapest: Central European University Press, 2021), pp. 249-268. 

“Neoliberalism: The Paradigmatic Weasel Word,” East European Politics and Societies, Vol.34, No.2 (May 2020), pp.307-315

“The Rise of Vladimir Putin: Elite Politics in Early Postcommunism,” Demokratizatsiya, Vol.24, No.4 (Fall 2016), pp. 491-512.

“The Spell of Marx and Jeffrey Sachs: Social Theory and Post-Communist Politics,” East European Politics and Societies, Vol. 29, No.2 (May 2015), pp.440-452.
“The Borsa: The Black Market for Rock Music in Late Socialist Bulgaria,” Slavic Review, Vol. 73, No. 3 (Fall 2014).
“The Inescapable Past: The Politics of Memory in Postcommunist Bulgaria,” in: Michael Bernhard and Jan Kubik, eds., Twenty Years After Communism: The Politics of Memory and Commemoration (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), pp.213-232.
“Post-Accession Hooliganism: Democratic Governance in Bulgaria and Romania After 2007,” East European Politics and Societies, Vol.27, No.1 (February 2013), pp.26-44. 

“The Annulled Tax State: Schumpeterian Prolegomena to the Study of Postcommunist Fiscal Sociology,” Communist and Post-Communist Studies, Vol.44, No.4 (December 2011), pp.245-255.

“Understanding Leviathan’s Malaise: Stateness and the Crisis of Governability in Post-Communist Polities,” in: Denisa Kostovicova and Vesna Bojicic-Dzelilovic, eds., Persistent State Weakness in the Global Age (Farnham: Ashgate, 2009), pp.19-37.

“The Rule of Law as an Institutionalized Wager: Constitutions, Courts and Transformative Dynamics in Eastern Europe,” The Hague Journal on the Rule of Law, Vol.1, No.2 (Fall 2009), pp.263-283.

“Postcommunist Political Capitalism: A Weberian Interpretation,” Comparative Studies in Society and History, Vol.51, No.3 (July 2009), pp.648-674.

“Postcommunism as an Episode of State-Building: A Reversed Tillyan Perspective,” Communist and Post-Communist Studies, Vol.38. No.4 (December 2005), pp.425-445.

“Foxes, Hedgehogs and Learning: Notes on the Past and Future Dilemmas of Postcommunist Constitutionalism,” in: Adam Czarnota, Martin Krygier and Wojciech Sadurski, eds., Rethinking the Rule of Law After Communism (Budapest: Central European University Press, 2005), pp.75-91. 

“The “Triumph of Neo-Liberalism” Reconsidered: Critical Notes on Ideas-Centered Explanations of Economic Change in Postcommunism,” East European Politics and Societies, Vol.19, No.3 (Summer 2005).

“History, Politics and the Constitution: Ethnic Conflict and Constitutional Adjudication in Postcommunist Bulgaria,” Slavic Review, Vol.63, No.1, (Spring 2004).

“The Bulgarian Constitutional Court, 1991-1997: A Success Story in Context,” Europe-Asia Studies, Vol.55, No.4 (June 2003).

“The Politics of Ethnic Reconciliation in Bulgaria,” in: Henry F. Carey, ed., National Reconciliation in Eastern Europe, New York: Columbia University Press, 2003.

“The Rise of Constitutional Adjudication in Bulgaria,” in: Wojciech Sadurski, ed., Constitutional Justice, East and West, The Hague: Kluwer Law International, 2002.

“The (Ir)relevance of Postcommunist Constitutionalism,” in: Jan Zielonka, ed., Institutional Engineering in Postcommunist Eastern Europe, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001.

“The Separation of Party and State as a Logistical Problem: A Glance at the Causes of State Weakness in Postcommunism,” East European Politics and Societies, Volume 35, No.2 (Spring 2001).

“The Dorian Gray Effect: Winners as State Breakers in Postcommunism,” Communist and Post-Communist Studies, Vol. 34, No.1 (Winter 2001), pp.1-25.
“State-Building in Postcommunism,” Helen Kellogg Institute of International Studies Working Paper, No. 289 (November 2001).

"Semi-Presidentialism in Bulgaria," in: Robert Elgie, ed., Semi-Presidential Systems in Europe, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999.


"Emergency Powers Provisions in the New East-European Constitutions," American Journal of Comparative Law, Vol. XLV, No. 3 (Summer 1997), pp.585-612.
C. Editor-Reviewed Volumes and Social Science Periodicals:

„Stuck at a Crossroads? Bulgaria After the October 2022 General Elections,” NYU Jordan Center for Russian Studies, October 20, 2022, available at: 

https://jordanrussiacenter.org/news/stuck-at-the-crossroads-bulgaria-after-the-october-2022-general-elections/
“Understanding Illiberal Democracy in Eastern Europe,” IWM-Post: Magazine of the Vienna Institute for Human Sciences, Vol.126, Fall/Winter 2020, pp.12-13. 

“Soft Decisionism” in Bulgaria,” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 29, No.3 (July 2018). 

“The Spectre of Homo Post-Sovieticus,” New Eastern Europe, October 19, 2017, available at: http://neweasterneurope.eu/2017/10/19/spectre-homo-post-sovieticus/; 
Bulgarian translation, December 15, 2017, “Portal Kultura,” available at: http://kultura.bg/web/%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b7%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%8a%d1%82-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%85%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be-%d0%bf%d0%be%d1%81%d1%82-%d1%81%d1%8a%d0%b2%d0%b5%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d1%83%d1%81/
“’Neoliberalism is Fascism and Should Be Criminalized: Bulgarian Populism as Left-Wing Radicalism,” Slavic Review, online issue, Vol. 76, No. 1 (Summer 2017).

“The Intellectual History of Postcommunism: Why We Need It, and How Not to Write It,” Perspectives on Politics, Vol.15, No.2 (June 2017), pp.452-456.

“Karen Dawisha: Scholar, Intellectual, Institution-Builder,” introduction to the special issue “Essays in Honor of Karen Dawisha,” Demokratizatsiya, Vol.24, No.4 (Fall 2016), pp.421-434.

“Mores and Institutions: Tocquevillian Insights and Postcommunist Democratizations,” The American Political Science Association – Comparative Democratization Newsletter, Vol. 12, No.3 (November 2014). 
“What Difference Did It Make? Accession and Democratization in Post-Communist Bulgaria,” in Henry F. Carey, ed., European Institutions, Democratization and Human Rights Protection in the European Periphery (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2014), pp.201-222.
“Bulgaria’s Year of Civic Anger,” The Journal of Democracy, Vol.25, No.1 (January 2014), pp.33-45.

German translation: “2013 – Das Jahr des bulgarischen Bürgerzorns,” Religion & Gesellschaft in Ost und West, 43 Jahrgang, No.4-5, 2015.

“The Summer of Bulgarian Discontent,” Reviews and Critical Commentary: A Forum for Research and Commentary on Europe, October 2, 2013, available at: 

http://councilforeuropeanstudies.org/critcom/the-summer-of-bulgarian-discontent/
“Does Globalization Facilitate the Spread of Organized Criminal Groups? Questioning the Conventional Wisdom,” editor-solicited review essay, Archives Europeennes de Sociologie/European Journal of Sociology, Vol.52, No.3 (December 2011), pp.481-485. 

“Explaining Democratic Success as an Analytical Challenge: Why Are Romania and Bulgaria in the EU?” Newsletter of the AAASS, August 2008, Vol.48, No.4, pp.1-5.

“Understanding State Weakness in Postcommunism,” East European Studies News, March-April 2008, pp.1-4.

“Ballots, Bribes and State-Building in Bulgaria,” The Journal of Democracy, Vol.17, No.1 (January 2006), pp.75-89.

“The Revolutions of 1989,” in: Jim DeFronzio, ed., The Encyclopedia of Modern Revolutions, edited by Jim DeFronzo, ABC-CLIO Publishers, 2006.

“The Role of Ideas in Postcommunist Politics: A Reevaluation” (with Karen Dawisha), introductory remarks to the Special Issue on “The Role of Ideas in Postcommunist Politics,” East European Politics and Societies, Vol.19, No.3 (Summer 2005).

“Constitutionalism and Civil Society: The East European Experience,” in: Mihaela Serban-Rosen, ed., Constitutionalism: Eastern Europe and Africa (Warsaw: The Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights, 2003).

Introduction to “Symposium on Bulgaria,’” East European Constitutional Review, Vol.10/No.4 (Fall 2002).

“The Balkans: Different, But How and Why?” Romanian Journal of Political Science (Fall 2002).

“Notes on Networking in Postcommunism,” East-European Constitutional Review, Vol..9, Nos.1-2 (Winter/Spring 2000).

"Bulgaria's Symphony of Hope," The Journal of Democracy , Vol. 8, No. 4 (Fall 1997)

"Constitutional Justice in Bulgaria: Two Interviews," East-European Constitutional Review Vol. 6, No.1 (Spring 1997).


“The Constitution as a Script: Notes on Constitutionalism and Political Learning,” POLIS - The Romanian Journal of Political Science (in Romanian) (Summer 1997) 


"Prisoners' Rights, Public Services and Institutional Collapse," East European Constitutional Review, Vol. 5, No. 3 (Fall 1995)

"Ethnic Politics in Bulgaria," East European Constitutional Review, Vol.5, No. 1 (Winter 1995)


"On the Bulgarian Presidency" East European Constitutional Review, Vol.3, No. 4 (Winter 1994)

D. Other publications:

“Westsplaining vs. Eastsplaining,” Eurozine, June 10, 2024, available at: https://www.eurozine.com/westsplaining-versus-eastsplaining/
“Politicized Judiciaries: The US Case,” text solicited by the Young Jurists’ Club, Sofia University, Bulgaria, in Bulgarian, available at:

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1asUZR9RNBm_oJdyWHLZrRU4QnoAfQxYg/edit?filetype=msword
“Remembering Kristian Takov,” (in Bulgarian), Kultura, July 11, 2018, available at: http://kultura.bg/web/%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%B7-%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B0%D0%BD-%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2/
“Orgasmic Communism??? Critical Remarks on Kristen R. Ghodsee’s New York Times Op-Ed,” Havighurst Center Blog, blog entry, January 9, 2018, available at: https://blogs.miamioh.edu/havighurst/2018/01/09/orgasmic-communism/
“The Deconstruction of Decency,” The American Interest, December 19, 2013, available at: http://www.the-american-interest.com/articles/2013/12/19/the-deconstruction-of-decency/
“Preying on the State: What Happened After the Collapse of Communism,” Toni Nikolov interviews Venelin I. Ganev, Kultura, July 4, 2012, available at: http://kultura.bg/web/%D0%BF%D0%BB%D1%8F%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F/
“The Havighurst Center: The First Dozen Years,” NewsNet: News of the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies, Vol.53, No.1 (January 2013), pp.12-14.

“Lazar Nikolov’s Lento,” an essay commissioned by the Miami University Symphony Orchestra and included in the program notes for The Orchestra’s October 8, 2010 concert.

“Memories of the 1989 Revolutions: Bulgaria,” The Havighurst Center for Russian and Post-Soviet Studies Newsletter, Fall 2009, available at: http://www.units.muohio.edu/havighurstcenter/news/documents/Fall09Newsletterweb.pdf
“Communism in Bulgaria,” encyclopedia entry, Global Museum on Communism, available at http://bulgaria.globalmuseumoncommunism.org, Fall 2009. 
“The Debate about the Israeli Lobby,” Foreign Policy – Bulgarian Edition, August/September 2006, p.54-61.

“Vaclav Havel and his play “The Memorandum,”” an essay commissioned by the School of Fine Arts and included in the program guide notes published by Miami University Theater, April 2005. 

"Institutional Dilemmas of the Post-Totalitarian Presidency." In: The President and the Constitution, Sofia: Centre for Liberal Strategies, Occasional Papers, No. 6  (November 1996)


 "Judicial Independence and Post-Totalitarian Politics," Parker School of Law Journal on East-European Law, Vol.3, No.2 (Winter 1996)


"The West Looked so Fragile...: Some Thoughts on the Disintegration of the Soviet Union”, Epicenter, (in Greek) (May 1992)

“State, Work and Property Relations: A Critique of a Constitutional Provision,” Bulgarian Quarterly, No.2, 1991

“Father Zossima's Concept of Jurisprudence and Adjudication: A Lawyer's Inquiry in Dostoevski's The Brothers Karamazov," Annals of the Philosophy Department, (in Bulgarian) Sofia University, 1988.

E. Book Reviews

Anne Applebaum, Twilight of Democracy, Society, Vol.59, No.1 (January 2022), pp.86-89.

Phillip W. Gray, Vanguardism: Ideology and Organization in Totalitarian Politics, The Review of Politics, Vol.83, No.3 (Summer 2021).

Stephen F. Cohen, War With Russia? From Putin and Ukraine to Trump and Russiagate, Russian Review, Vol. 78, No.4 (October 2019), pp.697-699. 

Gertrud Pickhan and Rudiger Ritter, eds., Meanings of Jazz in State Socialism, Slavic Review, Vol. 76, No. 2 (Summer 2017).

Martin Brusis, Joachim Ahrens and Martin Schultze Vessel, eds., Politics and Legitimacy on Post-Soviet Eurasia, Russian Review, Vol.75, No.3 (July 2016).

James Dawson, Cultures of Democracy in Serbia and Bulgaria: How Ideas Shape Politics, Slavic Review, Vol. 75, No.2 (Summer 2016)

Kevin McDermott and Matthew Stibbe, eds., The 1989 Revolutions in Central and Eastern Europe: From Communism to Pluralism, Slavic Review, Vol.74, No.3 (Fall 2015).
Tatiana Kostadinova, Political Corruption in Eastern Europe: Politics After Communism, The Russian Review, Vol.72, No.2 (April 2013).
Tom Gallagher, Romania and the European Union: How the Weak Vanquished the Strong, Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, Vol.12, No.1 (March 2012), pp.195-197.

Marc Garcelon, Revolutionary Passage: From Soviet Union to Post-Soviet Russia, 1985-2000, Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2005, and Allen C. Lynch, How Russia Is Not Ruled: Reflections on Russian Political Development, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005, Perspectives on Politics, Vol. 4, No.2 (Summer 2006).

Gerald A. McDermott, Embedded Politics: Industrial Networks and Institutional Change in Postcommunism,  (Ann Arbor: Michigan University Press, 2002), in Journal of Economic Literature, Vol.XLII, No.1 (March 2004).
Jiri Priban, Dissidents of Law, in East European Constitutional Review, Vol.11/12, No.4/1 (Winter 2002/Spring 2003).
Claus Offe, Jon Elster and Ulrich Preuss, Institutional Design in Postcommunist Societies, and Herbert Kitschelt, Zdenka Mansfeldova, Radoslaw Malinowski and Gabor Toka, Postcommunist Party Systems, in: Studies in Comparative International Development, Vol.35/No.4 (Winter 2001).

Claus Offe, Varieties of Transition: The East European and East German Experience, in: East European Constitutional Review (Fall 1997) 

Richard Legutko, The Debates About Capitalism, in: Literary Forum (April 1996)
INVITED PRESENTATIONS
“The Rise of Illiberal Majoritarianism in Post-Accession Eastern Europe,” invited presentation, “Precarious Constitutionalism” conference, Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague, October 13, 2023.

“Neoliberalism or Postcommunism?” Invited lecture, “Peripheral Liberalism?” conference, Freie Universität, Berlin, October 7, 2022. 

“Politicized Judiciaries: The Case of the US Supreme Court,” invited lecture, Young Jurists’ Club, Sofia University, Bulgaria, June 29, 2022

“After the Populist Deluge – What?” presented at the “Still the Age of Populism?” conference, University of Florida, April 22-23, 2022. 

“Democratic Backsliding in Eastern Europe,” invited lecture, Institute for Humane Studies, Vienna, April 20, 2020.

“Illiberalism, Old and New,” invited panel presentation, “Liberalism in Crisis: Between Totalitarian Responses and Progressive Dreams” conference, Institute for Human Sciences, Vienna, February 25, 2020. 

“1989: Eastern Europe in the Postcommunist Era,” invited presentation – plenary panel, Midwest Slavic Conference, Ohio State University, April 6, 2019.

“Post-Accession Backsliding: Methodological and Analytical Dimensions,” invited presentation “Rule of Law in Europe: Threats and Resilience” conference, McGill University, Montreal, Canada, April 19-20, 2018. 

“Reductio ad Reaganum: Reflections on the Resilience of Anti-Anti-Communism,” invited presentation, “Lessons of Communism” conference, University of Maryland – College Park, November 2017. 

“Researching Populism,” invited presentation, Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto, March 10, 2017.

“Bulgaria in the European Union: The First Decade,” invited presentation, Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto, March 9, 2017.

“Statehood and Its Discontents: Reflections and Futures,” invited round table presentation, “Statehood and Its Discontents: Russia, Eastern Europe, Eurasia” conference, University of Vilnius, June 2016

“The Decline of Democratic Quality in the Post-Accession Era,” invited presentation, “The Quality of Democracy in Latin America and Post-Communist Europe” conference, Hradec Kralove University, Czech Republic, November 3-5, 2014.

“The Bulgarian Protests: A View from the Outside,” invited presentation, The Red House Discussion Forum, Sofia, Bulgaria, June 14th, 2014.

“Pre-Accession Successes, Post-Accession Troubles: Bureaucracy-Building, Political Entrepreneurship and the Eastward Expansion of the European Court Society,” invited presentation, “An Awkward Anniversary? Ten Years of Central and Eastern Europe in the EU” conference, Princeton University, April 18-19, 2014.

“Social Theory and Postcommunist Politics,” invited presentation, ACLS conference on “Wither Eastern Europe?,” University of Florida, January 9-11, 2014. 

“Authoritarian and Totalitarian Regimes,” invited presentation, Antioch College, November 14, 2013.

“Bulgaria After 1989,” invited presentation, Sofia University, Bulgaria, June 17, 2013

“Political Evil,” invited presentation, Liberty Fund Conference on “Evil,” Newcastle, NH, April 11-13, 2013

“Bulgarian Politics After 2007,” invited presentation, Centre for European, Russian and Eurasian Studies, University of Toronto, Toronto, November 8, 2012
“Mores and Institutions: Tocquevillian Insights and Postcommunist Democratizations,” invited presentation, The Vincent and Elenor Ostrom Workshop in Political Theory and Policy Analysis, Indiana University, Bloomington, October 2012.

“Longing for the Past,” invited presentation, seminar on “The Evolution of Bulgaria After 1989,” Harvard University, May 1, 2012. 

“Remembering the Past,” invited panelist, conference on “The Balkans as Europe,” Institute for Human Sciences, Vienna, May 26-28, 2011.

“Tocqueville and Democracy,” invited presentation, Liberty Fund Conference on “Tocqueville on Liberty and the Problems of Democracy,” Chicago, IL, April 14-16, 2011.  

“The Valorization of Nostalgia,” invited presentation, “Twenty Years After: 1989 and the Politics of Memory” conference, University of Florida, February 5, 2011.

“Post-Accession Hooliganism,” Oszkar Jaszi Memorial Lecture, Oberlin College, December 1, 2010.

“The Paradox of Political Openings,” presented at St. Antony’s College, Oxford University, United Kingdom, October 27, 2010.  
“Postcommunist Political Entrepreneurs,” presented at the Andrew Janos Festschrift, University of California – Berkeley, April 23, 2010.

“Post-Accession Hooliganism: Bulgaria and Romania in the EU,” University of Madison-Wisconsin, February 11, 2010.

“The European Union’s Leverage Retroactively Assessed: What Lessons Can We Learn from the Hazards of Bulgaria and Romania’s Full Membership?,” presented at the conference “Brussels and the Western Balkans: Next Steps for the EU Integration Process,” Harriman Institute, Columbia University, New York, October 26, 2009

“Mortal Leviathan: A Hobbesian Interpretation of the Crisis of Governability in Early Postcommunism,” invited presentation, Center for Russian and East European Studies, University of Pittsburgh, January 13, 2009.

“How Are State Structures Transformed?” presented at the Political Science Research Workshop, University of South Carolina, February 29, 2008.

“Understanding State Weakness in Postcommunism,” Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, DC, January 31, 2008.

“State Weakness on the Balkans: Defective Sinews of Power,” invited presentation, London School of Economics, November 2007

“The Black Market for Hard Rock Music in Communist Bulgaria,” invited presentation, The Institute for Learning in Retirement, Oxford, Ohio, November 2007.

“Organized Interests, Corruption and the State,” invited presentation, Center for International and Comparative Studies, Northwestern University, January 2007.
“Situationally Weak States,” invited presentation, conference on “Failed States,” Westfield College, October 2006.
“Weber on Political Capitalism,” invited presentation, conference on “The Legacy of Max Weber: Classical and Contemporary Dialogues in Social Inquiry,” New School for Social Research, New York, April 26, 2006.

 “On the Road to Europe: Politics, Hope and Disillusionment in Contemporary Bulgaria,” invited presentation, Distinguished Leaders in Bulgaria Series, Munk Centre for International Studies, University of Toronto, November 15, 2005.

“Understanding Early Post-Communism: A Historico-Sociological Approach,” invited presentation, Horizon of Knowledge Lecture Series, Indiana University, Bloomington, May 7, 2005.
“Strong Elites, Weak Institutions: Reflections on the Reconfiguration of State Structures in Postcommunism,” invited presentation, conference on “Identifying Self-Repairing Dynamics in Post-Conflict Societies,” The Center for International and Comparative Studies, Northwestern University, Evanston, February 3-5, 2005. 
“The Triumph of Neo-Liberalism Reconsidered: Critical Remarks on Ideas-Centered Analyses of Postcommunist Politics,” invited presentation, conference on “The Role of Ideas in Postcommunist Politics: A Re-Evaluation,” Luxembourg, July 6-10, 2004.

“Prolegomena to the Study of State-Building in Postcommunism,” invited presentation, Hoover Seminar Lecture Series, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, May 27, 2004.

“Charismatic Leadership and Institutional Change,” invited presentation, Center for Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies, Stanford University, May 4, 2004.

“The Routinization of Postcommunist Charisma,” invited presentation, Davis Center, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, April 5, 2004.

“Routinized Charisma: Weak Institutions, Corruption and Organized Crime in Simeon’s Bulgaria,” invited presentation, Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, DC, March 25, 2004.
“State Weakness and the Political Capitalism Paradigm” invited presentation, conference on “Strengthening States, Consolidating Democracies: An Agenda for State Reform in Eastern Europe,” European University Institute, Florence, May 16-17, 2003.

“Problems of Bureaucracy-Building in Postcommunism,” invited presentation, Yale University Workshop on Postcommunist Politics, New Haven, April 23, 2003.
“Weber and the Rudolphs: A Hidden Dialogue on the State,” invited presentation, conference on “Area Studies Redux: Situating Knowledge in a Globalizing World,” University of Chicago, Chicago, April 10-12, 2003. 

“State Weakness in Postcommunism,” keynote address, delivered at the conference on “Nation-Building Versus State-Building on he Balkans: Lessons Learned,” Central European University, Budapest, November 2002.
“Studying “The Balkans”: Theoretical and Methodological Considerations,” invited presentation, conference on “Balkan Exceptionalism or Theory Failure? Unsettled Matters of the Democratization of Eastern Europe,” New Europe College, Bucharest, Romania, May 2002.
“Foxes, Hedgehogs and Learning: Notes on the Past and Future Dilemmas of Postcommunist Constitutionalism,” invited presentation, conference on “Rethinking the Rule of Law in Post-Communist Eastern Europe: Past Legacies, Institutional Innovations, and Constitutional Discourses,” European University Institute, Florence, Italy, February 2002.
“Dysfunctional Sinews of Power: Problems of Bureaucracy-Building on the Postcommunist Balkans,” invited presentation, conference on “The State, Political Society and Political Society: A Fresh Look at the Problems of Governance on the Balkans,” Split, Croatia, November 2001.

“Constitutionalism and Civil Society in Eastern Europe,” invited presentation, conference on “Constitutionalism in Eastern Europe and Africa,” Warsaw, May 2001.

“State-Building in Postcommunism,” invited presentation, conference on “The Postcommunist State,” Yale University, April 2001.

“The Future of the Nation State on the Balkans,” invited presentation, conference on “The Future of the Nation State on the Balkans,” Bratislava, June 2001.
“Judicial Review in Postcommunism: Conjectures and Observations,” invited presentation, conference on “Constitutional “Refolution” In the Ex-Communist World: The Rule of Law,” Bi-annual Conference of the American University School of Law, Washington, DC, 1998.
"Constitutions and Postcommunist Politics,” invited presentation, conference on “Constitutional Engineering in Eastern Europe,” European University Institute, Florence, Italy, 1997.
"Ethnic Parties in Eastern Europe," invited presentation, workshop on “Teaching about Eastern Europe,” De Paul University, Chicago, 1995.
"Emergency Powers in the New East European Constitutions," paper presented at the conference on “The Political Theory of Emergency Powers,” Paris, June 1994.

"Human Rights in Eastern Europe," invited presentation delivered at the Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, Philadelphia, November 1991 

"Lawyers and the Dilemmas of  Reform," invited presentation at the Salzburg Seminar on American Law and Legal Institutions, Salzburg, Austria, June 1991
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AND PAPERS

“The Impact of Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine on Domestic Politics in Bulgaria,” presented at the annual conferences of the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies conference, Philadelphia, December 1, 2023.

“Russia, NATO and Eastern Europe: Westsplaining and Eastsplaining,” presented at the annual Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies conference, Chicago, November 11, 2022. 

“Sources of Democratic Resilience in Post-Accession Eastern Europe,” presented at the annual conference of the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies,” online, December 2, 2021

“Democratic Backsliding in Post-Accession Eastern Europe,” presented at the annual conference of the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies, online, November 4, 2020

“Neoliberalism: A Weasel Word,” presented at the annual conference of the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies, Boston, November 2018. 

“Eastern Europe Between Trump and Putin,” round table participant, annual conference of the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies, Chicago, November 2017.

“Thresholds of Embarrassment: Horizontal Accountability in Bulgaria Before and After 2007,” presented at the annual conference of the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies, Philadelphia, November 2015.

“The Valorization of Nostalgia,” presented at the annual conference of the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies, New Orleans, November 2012. 

“The Valorization of Nostalgia,” presented at the annual conference of the Council for European Studies, Boston, March 23, 2012. 

“The Routinization of Post-Communist Charisma,” presented at the annual conference of the Association of Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies, Washington, DC, November 2011.

“The Rule of Law as an Institutionalized Wager,” presented at the annual conference of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Boston, November 2009.

“The Black Market for Hard Rock Music in Communist Bulgaria,” presented at the annual conference of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Philadelphia, November 2008.

“The Annulled Tax State: An Essay on the Fiscal Sociology of Early Postcommunism,” presented at the annual conference of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, New Orleans, November 2007.

“Georgi Derluguian’s World System Perspective: A Critique,” paper presented at the annual conference of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Washington, DC, November 2006.
“The Privilege-Centered Polity,” paper presented at the American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, Chicago, 2004.

“Weberian Approaches to Postcommunism,” paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Pittsburgh, 2002.
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